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. TE XAS LEAGUE O F WO MEN VOTERS 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

nctobe~ 20 t h , 1941 

Open Letter to A..ll 8tatf°:; [ oard. riiernb ers 
(in whi ch the f tr1t e Pr8s i d ent~ l) Takes s tock, 2)" dr aws con­
clusions, and 3) ~eBks ~dvi ce . ) 

De~r Fellow Board Members : 

Pection I 

At the Nationa l Convention in :Je''T York on r,.pril ;-.;9, 1 9 -1:C, , I 
received the hot-off-the - pres3 National League pamphlis t, ';The 
St a t e no;:ir d 11 a t t he close of A. Clin ic on Boar d f-' l anning h eld 
that even ing for members of J ocal~ s t a te und national board s. 
2i n c e no other corJies were 8.Va i h.1.bl e t hen, I t..,:c,,: 1..>11 r,n (; 
first page of this pamphlet anC::. sr:mt it c;. i r - m&il spec i "',l to 
my n ew secretary , ~i ss Stullk i n to have copie s ma~e of i t ana 
s ent to t he member s of the 2 t&t e rloard be f or e the ~ny 1~40 
Board Me8ting, my f irst a.s St iite presi dent . 

From that time on I have looke1~ u por thi s pa.mphlet as the 
League Law and Gospel tor t he conduct of stat e Board m'3&tings . 
I ord ered copies to be g i v8n to rn e!!lbc~rs who ·were elect ed t o th.: 
St a t e Board. I admonished old as ~ell as t h e ne v members t o 
study this gospel tract with i ts f ine catechi sm (;~O Test 
Questions) on t h e last t i:ro p-1.g9s. 

To the t wo new members on t h q) LoB,rrl i n part i cu lc-... r , but ta all 
i n general, I sol emnly dec1-'lre t h d. t thi s f i ·ve cent p.!im phlet i s 
your indi s pensable tool ( it i s "i:1el p fu l to J.ocal boa r c_ mem!:H-;rs 
a lso) and should be among ,,rour other 11household h e lps i' vi ?, 
11 Know Your Lea.gye" A.nd 11 Portr s.it of the L13r:gue 11 (r~cently r e ­
printed). No State Board member can do the job e .pected of h 9r 
vri thout be i ng famili .qr ·vi th t :1.e contents of t he!',e p:~.mphlet s . 

I n Cd.se· «re have becorno h r:i.7.r m,-1,v I r est"l te ~ -·rfln t n.cc ept-'mc c of 
members·nip on the St:::i.te :3oa rrl means? 

1. ~1i1lingness to ,q_,:; s urnc; E: tate-·~'i d 3 Le ad <Jrshi p, 
2 . "i J J.ingne s;-; to 11reur nnd l i ve up to conti nu:;_:i_ l y t he 

badge of Respon s i bi lity. 
3 . "'i lli ngness to ~rm ours elves wit~ the Power whi ch 

::nowl edg e of t :he /r10le :fo1::J-to--:~e --1}cne g i v8,3 e :_ich c• f u s , 
(Thi s may m0an at t i me s -'ls sur:1ing :m ,:i.tt i tur~,8 of i nter­
est i n a depa rtm9nt or t a s~c n~t cre i nari ly interesting 
to you unti.l you c" o b <.:1come s1.~i f i cientlv ints rostec to 
help i n t he rene r ~l pl~nning .) 

May I restate for e:npr~B. s i s ~vh a t our ··110le J·ob i s ? 

1. Our job i s 30 Eto m,c1nag e the ,:::.ffa irs of t h ':'! Te ·:. ::-1s 
League tha.t ;.re; fas o in &. joint pl{::.n - Progr ~..1.m , L2g i s ­
lation1 Or gani 7,.qtion and Fi m-rnce n . 



• 
r • 

Here I pause to say th~t we h~ve a r i ght to be proud of the 
progress Te -~as Lea.gue has made . At the Council i n ~lay, :'.ti ss 
Roac:h named Te :as as one of s i ~ stat es .,_..,h i ch :3howed a Hstrong er 
tone 1: or growth! Our i ncreased caphcity to carr7 out the 
LGague 1 s purpose was revva-rded i n .:-"' manner pleasing to alJ. -
Texas now has a national officer, Mrs. D. B. Calvi n, Nat i onal 
Le-1.gue of ··,omen Votr.;r3 Secretary. 

2 . Of t he t wenty member s on the Te .as Bo&rd - ~fuo i s re­
sponsi ble for the }};ffcct i veness of the Bo8.r o. as a 1Nhole? 
The answer i s - All t ·Henty of us ! 

3. '~-'hat then i.s the p-res i dent 1 s job on the Board ? 
The 3.nswcr is -- 11To f~,.c i l ita te t he ·:ioa r d. 1 s Job 11 • 

2ect i on II 

·g:ow has the present presi dent ncted to f acilita te the :Co~~rd I s 
Job? Answer - / .,, 

a . 

b . 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g . 

h. 

i. 

Furni sh-er]- each BoaTd member at each Boa.r d meeting a 
typed cc.,py of t he ag end.a . 
Worked closely with the State SecretaTy i n making out 
agenda topi cs so that bet we en the t ~.vo of us nothing 
i mportant should be over-looked, so that having some 
i dea of decisions to be made *e should a l low enough 
time for each topic . 
Fir st year 1.1.rrot e resum~ of ea.ch Board meeting ,m e. h :ld. 
t yped c opy sent t o each State Board member. This year 
the State Secr e t ary (and t he acting State Secreta ry) 
toolr care of this duty ,1rith presi dent I s check-over 
onJ.y . ( I R.m proud of this year ' s Resum~s and appre­
c i ate the relief giben me.) 
Ad vocRted and i naugur:1t ec. regul ar and more freq_uent 
P-oa rrl me9ting.s. (Regretted t he Ifa.y move vvhich cut 
them do;,m but a.ppreci :::i.te the September deci s ion nhich 
provi ded the e<tra meet i ng on November 21, 1941.) 
Advocated nnd i n o.ugur.:,,ted meet i ngs of longer du rlttion 
neces s i t A. ted by an enl ::;.rged and e .-.pa.nding State League, 
Res t ored ( i f not irn:rngurated) the custom of s itting 
around a trtble r.::. t every Bo:wd mGeting to i8.cilitute 
discussion. 
Formula ted routine matters a s much as was possi ble. 
(Some Ct:1te Le::i.r:lers who ha.ve ia.:i led to repoTt on time 
or -report ,.tt all h :.,.ve :C1andi ca.pped thi s ·Norl~ ht t i me~. 
"'hen 8. J e::i.der f -:1.i ls to res pone - .s.fter v'ff i tten rec;ues t s 
s ometimes t h ree- then dat a essent i al to work has to be 
coll ected a t Gt a. te ;3o':l. rrl mr~etirns ~ <:1.nd this should not 
happen . Let us collect data prior to Boar d meet ings.) 
Requested frequently tha t State Ch a i -rmcm bTing (or senrJ 
if unable to a ttend) ~ itten reports; 1) to save time, 
or 8) for future ri;ference, or 3 ) for copyi ng for gan­
eral di stri bu tion . 
~'T-rit ten numerous letters to sti mulat e f.~ t ate Chnirw8nto 
perfor m their respecti ve t asks by offe-ring 

J) The help of the State Offi c e . 
2) Sugges tions f or i mplementi ng programs and 

carrying out plans . 



H8re !lre some Quest i ons I .=isk 2nd .'.J.nsv.rer person:~.lly . 
Do I believe t he S t ·ite T:' oa r r: h 1:.s sho1'm progTess? 
Yes, .r.re h;,.ve made v ,jT"! f0rT:ird ·st r·n.des i n our l e.:: .... rning t o 
thi nl{ t oget her ~nd to pl rm -'JS n .. ·Nholr-;. • 
Can ~e do a b8t t er job on 8 t a t e Pl cnning? 
Yes, I hKve gr8a t fRi th i n our abi l i t y to show $ar ks~ i m­
pr ovement . I :=.tm far from sati sfi ed 'Ji th my handl i ng of the 
j ob ~u t I A.m greatly pl eased ·vi th t h 9 State Boflrc I s per- ­
sonn81. 

Section III 

:''hat i mprovement s can YOU sugg e s t? · H8re a-re mi ne: 
1 . Self-rest rai nt . (Try not to t a~e up t ime wi th ~ordy di ­

gr essions or too-long d i scussions ·yhi ch ~He relev-:1.nt but not 
ver y i mpor t ant ) 

2. Objecti vity of mi nd . 
3 . :Magna.ni mi t y . 

(These t hree goB.l s I se t fo r mys el f thi s ye;;rr . Ilow far short o 
of them I have f a l len has left me al~os t ~ithout hope. J ut 
these wor ds of t he one who f urni shed t hem, ·. alt r~r Li ppmc:.nn, 
also en courage me : 11 The di spl ~y of self-rest rai nt, objecti v i ty 
of mi nd , and mc1gnani mity 8.re ro.r e indeed i n publi c l i fe. Me­
chani cal provis os and l i mi t a tions a r e not a r eal substi tute for 
ccnsult A.tion , common counci l and cont i nui ng r e3pon s i bi l i t y!1

.) 

Th er efore s i nc e A. Pt a t e Board mus t be conti nu.s.ll v a ccount .-J.ble 
for 'Ni se counc i l i ng and pl::mning I suggest: · 

4 . Devi se a plan for a small State Boa rd - one cap~bl 9 of 
real l- deliber Qtive act ion, per ha ps 15 members. 
("!e need to con s i der now, I believe , thi s recomrnend-3.t i on whi ch 
looks t o a gr e A.tly ex pandec: Le,:;.gu e , by preva r i ng a r ecorr.men<,: 2.. ­
t i on to pr esent to t he 11iay Convention for acti on. ) 

5, Sring wri t ten data or recommend .9.tion s re ~-our }.k!.rti cu­
l ar j ob OT t h e Boa r d ' s job ~nd l~gve t h ese r eports wi th t ha 
Sec r et2.r y, bu t i f possi ble) seh d s !.i.me t o the St a te Offi ce .1 
week prior to the St ate Boa r d meet i ng, 

6. Be p-rompt i n an s 0•;eri ng a.11 letters. Be beforGhr:.nd i n 
or dering materi al . (rye have a bi g supply of f i ne p~mphlGts) 

7. Be on timf-) at all .1oar d t\1eet i ng s . ·•!fh.8n exhauste0. ci.s:-:­
for bri ef recess so .3.s to i mprove your "1.bili t y to concentra.te. 

8 . Let us endeavor to di scover ne· , d evi ses for fac i l i t atl ng 
g roup t h i nki ng . Let u s watch the ton-1s of our voices. 

I promi se to do bett er advdnce plannin3 and to str i ve for the 
three rar e goul s ! 

'.'Jill you help me by sendi ng :rour answer to the qu9s t i on under 
Se c t i on III bef ore November 15th? 

Ver y s incerel y 

Mar y Es t her R. Hi ll 
(Mrs. c1aud e Hill) 



October ~;0th 

A supplementa r y message 
from the St e.t e 2ecretary-

Section I 

I hearti ly endor se T:r.r s. Ei ll I s s t 8.tement of t he duti es d.nr..._ 
responsi bilit i es of board membershi p. 

Sect i on II 

Having per sonal knowledge of t he St a t e Le~gue only s i nce my 
appoi nt ment i n the Spring I shall only comment on th:-:t t period . 

Dur ing t he ~Jay meeti ng I off8red. to serve ,',. s a sort of c learing 
house between State Boa r d member s and Local Leagu e personneJ. and. 
have rende-red servi ce 1110::ig thi s line u;henev0r i t ha::; b<::en r e­
quested . I n or der t o fac i litate such ~ervice , followi ng the 
meeting I prompt ly noti f i ed th8 proper people i n each Le, .... gue of 
any action t aken by the BOA.rd •r1hi ch affec ted t hei r work an<l also 
reques ted from all Lea.gues any i nformation not already a t hand as 
to the offi cial pers onnel of each League . I n addition I suppl i ed 
each member of t he State Board wi t h a resumt of t he mirrutes of 
the meeting . 

1 . 

3. 

4. 

Secti on III 

First .e.nd f oremost I would stress obj ecti v i t y of mi nd -
Let us not be gu i lty of tha t fault of most orgB.n i 7,a.t i on s , 
espec i ally women ' s o-rgan i zat i ons , tha t i s, los i ng s igh t of 
go;:i,ls, a i ms , i ssues i ).l t he cornple.d t i es occass i oned by our 
sever al personalit i e s ; or of ,mother f A.ul t frequently found 
in women's g-roups , tha t i s , mftLi ng t he organi zat i on itsel f 
the end - e.11 and be - ::-i.11, r ather t han the purposes for 
which i t e -~ists , 

I,et us , without bei ng rash .:1 tr.y a J:Y1-J.ys to be feo.r less i n 
champi oning as welJ. as defendi ng t"nose issues which ,ge as r~n 
or gani zation have accepted as part of our a im or pur~ose. 

I nspi rationa l leader ship, cou~led with devotion to 6uty, 
should .q_l,gays be gi ven dccl A.i m - -~- .c1.mple par o. cellence J 

Mrs. Rai ney . 

Let us stri ve for a perfec t r eporting r ecord thi s y ear: 
To have each study group in each Local Ler.;;.~ue a t tr:i-e conclu­
s ion of its study project, submi t t hrough 1.t 1 s chai r man , a 
repo-rt t o t h e Stat e Chairr:1an. Then sur el y the State Boar a 
could reflect t he member shi p o.s a whole much more a.dequately 
in its planni ng. 

Hare's for a b igger and be t t er League. 

Alice Tcl.ylo-r 
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Dear Board Member: 

TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

La Marque! Texas 
June 12, 942 

The Presidents Council held in Houston June 8th & t th was attended by 
seven local League presidents, one proxy--Mrs.Allensworth for Mrs. Smith 
of San Antonio. Mrs. Dillan served as Council Sedretary. Mrs. Mc Coll­
ough is in Florida on a vacation. Mrs. Mc Collum attended all Meetings 
at the request of the state president. Mrs. Gershinowitz presented the 
congressional campaign and tax campaign plans to the council. The agen­
da cover.ed thef four summer campaigns, !y-Laws, finance & Membership, 
radio,voters handbook, publications,services to Leagues, and New Leagues. 
Minue~s for your information will follow at a later date. 

The Houston League Board intertained the council at di nner Monday night. 
The Houston Leagues hospitality and arrangments for the Council were lar-

' gely responsible for the success pf tije •eetlhmg/ I believe I can report 
the council as a pleasurable and profitable experience for all who par­
ticipated. 

Wednesday June the 10th, Mrs.Gill and I were guests at an all day board 
meeting at the Port Arthur League. It is gratigying to report to you 
that t he Port Arthur League is becomi ng a League-like League. Plans 
are in the making for a finance campaign plus the program jobs. 

Thursday June the 11th, through the efforts of Mrs. Wampler, MessrsWamp­
ler,Hall, Munds Brown,and Holloway -,fP1'rt Arthur, Mrs. 0111 and I were 
entertained as luncheon guests by a groupe of Beaumont women who wish­
ed to know about the League of Women Voters. The Beaumont of thirteen 
women asked for the organization of a Beaumont League. We explained 
our organization proceedure and reviewed the affiliation standards. 

The group, appointed a temporary chairman, Mrs. Fortenberry,- a lawyer. 
League mat erial will be sent to the group~ immediately. I believe the 
board can anticipate a request for member!hip in the very near future. 
I heartily the advance efforts of Mrs. Wampler and the cooperation of 
the Port Arthur League. If a request for membership is received by the 
state office you will be asked to vote by mail on the acceptance of this 
group&. I believe the Texas League will be wry fortunate to have this 
group• of women assume the leadership in a Beaunont League of Women 
:Voters. 

Please keep all communications on file you may be asked to refer back 
to earlier communications form the state office from time to time. 

NC:DBCJ 

;;;r;;;;ur~ ~ 
Mrs. D. Bailey Calvin 
Pr.esident 



Dear Board Member: 

1516 Avenue H (or Ball) 
Galveston, Texas 
Augustl7, 1942 

Please note change of address. Most of the ~oving is over and 
it is a fine thing to have behind us. 

Re. Bulletin: Mrs. Taylor has not received a line from any 
of the people she asked to contribute to the summer issue of the 
bulletin. It is my impression that we must do more and better 
planning for the compilation of bulletin material . Vle,as a 
board must plan what we want the bulletin to do for us. 
The extreme success of the bulletin last year was due to the 
excellent staff and to the accessibility of material for the staII. 
In your opinion, since we have waited this length of time and 
since much material has gone out to the member this summer (through 
the extra activity of all local Leagues) should we plan to wait 
until immediately following the late September or early October 
board meeting to publish the next issue of the bulletin~ 

Re. election Campaign: Mrs. Taylor has sent to the state office 
a news release writtennby Mrs. Strong and Mrs Gardner of Austin. 
Mrs. Taylor suggests that it be uaed as a Texas release. Due to ' 
lack of time I am following t hat suggestion without consulting 
anyone on the board. It is a fine piece of work. \ MY standbys, 
Mesdames Mc Collough, Dillon and Gill are on vacation) 
I hope in the future we can have more state releases. 

Will you give your full support to the election efforts planned 
by your local League for this week? 

Tax Campaign: I trust all of you have been instnumental in 
securing letters by the public sent to Senator Connally re the 
Senate war tax bill. You will note by the ~apers the progress 
of the bill and continue your efforts until the bitter end. 

Re. Houston League Success; Most of your remember the Houston 
convention of five years ago. The Houston League taught all 
of us about the city manager form of government. Five years 
ago the Houston League was not successful in their Mfforts or 
so it seemed at t he time. Their success was in sowing the seed. 
On Saturday they reaped the harvest. Houston voted i¢~ the city 
manager form of govermnment and the i¢t¢ majority vote was for 
it. CONGRATULATIONS HOUSTON LEAGUE! 

I am enclosing a letter from Miss Wells. Her letters give me 
the necessary shot inthe arm to keep plugging along in this heat 
of a Texas summer. I hope it gives you the lif t it gave to me. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Mrs. D.Bailey Calvin 
President 



Next Year I s Taxes 
July 1942 

100 copie1 75¢ 

Will They Be Adequate? 

It's up to the Senate 

What's Wrong with the $6.2 Billion l-lo·use Bill? 
It falls short of the $8.7 billion Treasury program in almost every respect and the Treasury 

proposals should have been considered a minimum, not a maximum. Even if the Treasury total 
were reached, it would be necessary to borrow close to $50 billion during the next twelve months. 

The House not only failed to write a big enough tax bill, but it also rejected all of the 

recommendations designed to close loopholes : requirement of mandatory joint income tax re­
turns by husband and wife, taxation of the interest on state and local bonds, and removal of 
certain privileges now granted to the owners of mining and oil produ'Cing properties. These 
provisions would bring in several hundred million dollars. 

But probably the most serious defect of both the House bill and the Treasury program lies in 
the personal income tax provisions. Neither set of proposals recognizes the need for putting 
a brake on inflation by taxing away a large part of the money people have in excess of what can 
be spent on the diminishing supply of goods and other services. Under the Treasury program 
a married man with two children and a $2500 income would be taxed $118 or about 5% of his 
income, under the House bill $80 or only about 3%. In England where strenuous steps have 
been taken to drain off excess buying power through taxes, a person in such circumstances 

would pay $387 or about 15% of his income plus $143 that will be refunded after the war. And 
in Canada the comparable tax will probably be $217 next year plus $218 to be refunded, although 
the latter payment will be smaller if the person is making insurance or mortgage or retire­
ment payments. 

Is l-leavy T axat:ion Cheaper than Inflation? 
Yes. If we do not tax on a very much heavier scale, people will bid against each other for 
the limited supply of goods, and the prices of essentials-food, clothing, rent-will go up in 
spite of price controls. The dollar will buy less and people will find that it takes most of their 
income to supply the basic needs of living and there will be less and less left over for such 
items as medical service, savings, education, recreation. 

But isn't this just what heavier taxes will do-limit spending money to essentials like food, 
clothing and rent? It is worse, because taxation is more certain in its effects-people can plan 
how to adjust themselves since they will have some warning of how much money will be taken 

in taxes and how much they will have left to spend, and taxation can be fairer to all groups of 
people. Inflation is hard on people with fixed incomes-salaries or pensions-as against those 

(OVER) 



receiving wages or business income; it is hard on creditors compared with debtors. Also 
inflation increases .the cost of the war now and the burden of post-war debt, since everything the 

government buys goes up in price. 

Is It Necessary to Levy Big Taxes on Small Incomes 

in Order to Check Inflation? 
Yes. Regardless of the value of certain government expenditures or the efficiency with which 
public money is spent, the basic facts continue to be: increased war production means less 
production for civilians, fewer goods mean that standards of living for all persons will go 
down. If we do not tax everyone heavily, including the low income groups who buy most 

of the nation's diminishing supply of goods, we court inflation. 

What About the Sales Tax? 
The sales tax would get money from the groups that spend most of their incomes on goods; 
the money would be paid in driblets; it might seem more painless to -Congress and the tax­
payers than the income tax; it would reach farmers more completely than the income tax. 

But the usual form of sales taxation, unlike the income tax, does not allow personal exemptions 
or exemptions for dependents. Therefore, a larger proportion of the income is taxed in ·families 
that spend most of their money on goods. Under a sales tax steep enough to be useful in 
checking inflation-perhaps 10% if it were a retail sales tax-a person with a very small income 
and many children might pay almost 10% of his income, but under 'an income tax he would pay 
only on the part of his income left after exemptions were deducted and even with a very steep 
rate-30% or more-this is easier on the man who has little more than enough to feed and clothe 

his family than is the sales tax. 

The suggestion has been made, however, that coupons representing the tax reduction secured 
from income tax exemptions might be issued to everyone to be used in payment of the sales 
tax until they were gone. After that the sales tax would be paid in currency. This idea has 
not been widely considered, but it might overcome the basic objection to sales taxation. 

A big sales tax either with or without such a coupon feature, may very soon be necessary if 
we fail to develop the income tax on an adequate scale. 

What Should the Senate Do? 
Adbpt a more anti-inflationary program than that proposed by the -Treasury. This does not 
mean substituting a sales tax for the income taxes proposed by the Treasury for the middle 
income groups. It means levying in addition to the Treasury proposals, much heavier income 
taxe& through lower exemptions and steeper rates especially in the lowest income tax brackets, 

or a sales tax. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
726 Jackson Place, Washington, D. C. 

MISS MARGUERITE M. WELLS, President 

~8 



National League of Women Voters 
726 Jackson Place 
~ashington, D. C. 

To Press Chairmen: 

The attached press release on "Next Year• s Taxes-\'vill They be Adequate? 11 

has been sent to all papers on our nation-wide mailing list. If it is 
not carried within a reasonable time in your papers., will you reissue it 
to newspapers in your state, adding a paragraph on your League's plans 
for distributing the broadside? This is an important move in the League's 
tax campaign. 

Virginia M. Mannon 
Publicity Secretary 



Press Pepartment 
National League of •Women Voters 
726 Jackson Pl ace 
~"iashington, D. C. 
July 28, 1942 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The National League of ~omen Voters today charged the U.S. Senate with respon­

sibility for an "adequate" 1942 tax bill and advocated adoption of an anti-inflation­

ary program exceeding the $8.7 billion revenue recommendation proposed by the Treas-

ury. 

As the &enate Finance Committee took over jurisdiction of the House tax bill, 

$2.5 billion short of the Treasury's proposals , the League threw its weight square­

ly behind a t ax program even heavier t han the Treasury's, by issuing a broadside 

titled 11N ext Year I s Taxes-V.ill They Be Adequate? It1 s Up To The Senate! 11 The 

League will distribute the leaflet on a national scale as part of its wartime ser­

vice of interpreting current governmental issues to the public. 

Branding the House of Representatives with failure to write a big enough rev­

enue measure, the League broadside points out that 8enat e adoption of a more anti­

inflationary program than that suggested by the Treasury does not mean substitut­

ing a sales tax for the income taxes proposed for middle income groups . 11lt means 

levying in addition to the Treasury proposals much heavier income taxes through 

lower exemptions and steeper rates especially in the lowest income tax brackets, 

or a sales tax." 

The most serious defect of both the House bill and the Treasury program lies 

in the personal income t ux provisions, the broadside states. "Neither set of pro­

posal5 recognizes the need for putting a brake on inflation by taxing away a lar&e 

part of the money people have in excess o.f what can be spent on the diminishing 

supply of good~ and services . 11 

The League t akes the position that heavy taxation is 11 cheaper11 than inflation 

and that it is necessary to levy big taxes on small incomes in order to check in­

flation. The broadside cites a suggestion regarding a possible sales tax: that .. 
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coupons representing the tax reduction secured from income tax exemptions might 

be issued to everyone to be used in payment of the sales tax until they are gone; 

thereafter the sales tax would be paid in currency. It says a big sales tax--

10 per cent or more--eithcr with or without such a coupon feature, "may very soon 

be necessary if we f~il to develop the income tax on an adequate scale." 



,A._ij All.PEAL FOR AN INTELLIGlmT VOTE 1 ·- --- - -- ------ --
"he League of \.omen Voters uill seok to elect a Congress 

whick is cn.}..l&blo of dealing wi t ll'l the problems it uill :face , 
perticul•1rl v t hctt of l)ost- war orga.ni~o.tion for :pea.co . For 
u no11 this next C~n~rosu rua..y 1011 hang the fe.te of that 1ITni 
ol"cfvill" zalion for \i.:"li ch WC 7ire n.o\v ·•·iioor rntf our aII"':'1 

- - -15colarution of7hc1Ts.t'ional League m>uncil, Jan1, 1942. 

Tho election of a creditable Congros8Illa.n is the most i mportant 
i ssue before foxas today . 

0Ul" representative should be of the best to be found . 

The second bee;t '1ill not do . 

In thio hour of c:-isis , ·t.110 desire o:f the :people for capable 
reprcEe11ta.t:i.on 1.aust- be exp:-.. essc_d at the polls on August 22 l 

The Lcaguo of ,omen Voters docs nou endorco 
or oppooe candidates fo~ 1JUblic office . It 
is i nterested in the qu:tlifioations of 
ca.ndldatco cnu in the iscucs thcyuill face 
in tho :vcrformance o:f' thci _ ·duties . 

,uali :f'ications .£2.;: E: Co11gJ:0sc:uai1 

A Congrcm:;mcn shoul<i have 

Four I ssues he'., .• ;;•o Importo.nt - --
\ II'I ING ~ , Ali • 

Intellectual i.nte6:ri t y 

Dct oination to su.boidinate 
1.H.u-ty intei·cst to nH:UonaJ interest 

Independent jud/jti.cnt 

.Bro d b cl'"crouni' • ln cl v:i.c affairs 

Poli ·cioa.l sag oi t y 

* Does your candido.tc ' o record r;show that he heb an 
undersL ..... '1.Li.fl...g of the importo.nce of the outcor: e of this war? 
* Ilo.s he cvtir attc .vtccl to haLJ.ot1ing our national 
government ' s cf~orts towc:r:d preparedness? 
~ 1111 ho be • illing to u.bordinate pcl'sona.l u.nd mi.uor:i. ty 
e;:\i J!l 'tk a c --. .;.-1cc:rtcd effort to uj n the \!U:..1 ? 



* A Congressma...--i shoul d have vial.on a.n.d a mat1::.:r0 view 
of the ·,orld . , 
* Ile should seo the need for partioina~ion by the 
United 5tetos .in the illoJcing of pl s for worlc1-vrlde 
reconstruction . 
* Ee should oee the need for a post - war o!'eanization 
for poac , , \/l:i ch \till cvcntu.ally include all peoples 
regardless 0£ r ace, religion or P.OlitioPl persuasion. 
* Is yoUl' co.r:idi!c.te one ;;be will leaL I.ls back into 
the i oolo.tion of the p0st or fort f[ rel to a tiolicy of 
intcrna;tiono.l cooperation? 

UNITY AT Hal •' . 

* .inning the war dcmo .. nd~ sacrifice on. the p';.."'.'t of 
f'l.11 o:r us: tho housewi ·rc , tho :farmer , the professional 
rro~· ... er , the l aborer E:!!£ tho bus incs::i man . 

Sacrifice to prevent ini'lationt 
Sacri~ice to pay higher tc.xes ! 
Sncr ifice t o koep !)rou.uotion high? 

* Io your co.ndidato , illin; to inspire cque .. 1 sacri£ice , 
or will he c.lisori minntc in :?avor of a..vcy grouJ? 

1-.. 111.N no .. ILL :BE RD . 

* Texas is pl aying a n..o.jor pa.rt in traini ng tho 
co.mtr~r• ::: .fightin ., men . 
* .le uant e .. Con.grcse,T an ullo will mainte .. in this .fine 
record of pru.·ticipt.:1.tion in the w~r effo1 t . 
* 1!o ,1a11t e .. man who ilill truce his plo.cc in the 
natio11' t Co.n,rr.rosc t.i th a di ni ty, intcr-ri -ty , P .. nd f orcefulness 
in kne,.;,ing wl th t ...1.e tra.di tions of our grout ote .. tc? 

Sponsored by the _..,..... __ League of ,omen Voters , andha'V'ine 
no cou.ne c .. ion ui"t;l1 t.10 c run "ign oi' a.ny candidate. 
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TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
Lj l,~ Avenue H 
Galveston, Texas 

Dear Board Member , 

· September 9,1942 

You wil l be happy to know th at Miss Semmerling rill be in 
Texas October 5th. She will -stay 1n the state until October 30th. 

u,zs Semme~lin.g believes the fol lowing will be prof1t4ble ways 
to spend ~e month. I have -not ui received a"yes I will visit 
all . local Leagues~ out I believe the plans cover that point . .. 

Setting up state office routines and procedures ;~ 

Some time in planning the board agendaf 

Met'tings with committees on Wartime Service, Better Congre$S 
Campaign and r~ceJ · 

Planning any National legislative campaigns that may be in swing 
at the time; 

Visiting local' Leagues with apecial attention to Service to the . 
PublicJ · 

Setting it up it not al ready in operation and following up 
problems of unit leaders; 

Meetings with local finance and Better Congress Campaign committees, 

Followµig up any new organization,{ leads. 

or my statement that the Congress Campaign is a dead issue 1n Texas, 
Miss sernmerling has this to say: 
"If I am going to be in Texas I am not going to let the Better Congress 
Campaign be a dead issue-- you can count on that. I know your letter 
was written 1n one of those blackest moments, but I don't believe 
that a.ny of us really expected to have an effect on individual per­
sonn.el eiected to the Congress, but I think that what we hoped the 
campaign would do would >e to have and ef fect on the individual itoters 
and what they expected of their Congress and to give the inJliv1duals 
who are elected a little different idea of what we thought the job 
of a Congressman was. 

0 Miss D~nn1son has just been looking up some quotations on democracy 
and she found one by Fosdick which I think is very good--ttDemocracy 
is based upon the con•iction that there are extraordinary possibilities 
in ordinary people . n I . think that is what our Better Congress Canipaign 
1ss To bring out the Extraordinary possibilities in the ordinary 
Congressmen which we elect. I think the campaign 1s a training Job 
to make 1nd1v1duals-- publ1c officials and voters- do the k1nd or Jobs 
that they have never done before. u 

Our board meetings will be held less frequently for the duration. 
We should plan to meet for the ' better part or two days under the 
circumstances . The local League Presidents meeting held on Monday 
and Tuesday seemed to be the be~t timi for t~e m~jority.,t I am 
calling out- nea t board meeting ror te ober 1 and 20, to be held 
in Houston. The meeting will begin at 1 : 30 p.m. Monday and will 



the Tuesday seaaion will end at 4tooP.M. I believe thnt timing will 
fit 1n with eveeyone•a tranaPQrtatlon pans. I will send youmore 
explicit intormation later. Xhis notice is to ask 10u to reserve 
the 12th and 13th of October tor the Texas Lea.eue. 

Will all of you be thinking about the boark meeting. What do we 
want it to do tor us? Do you have any special suggestion•? re 
mUS)" remember that tho bonrd meeting gives the state otfice instruct­
ions to follow until the next board meeting, therefore w• w~t 
conscious or making plans tor the nest three or ro~Jft/ moutns. 

Would you approve inviting i!r~. adner former president of the 
Tenn. l..eai,ue to the meating1 with the idea in mind of u,ing her on 
the board in so e ca:pacity later? 

I hope all of you are &S excited a out the prospect ot Jatving 1as 
Semerlin.g as I am, I believe she can do a t~omendoua ar~ou.nt to 
help us at thia time. 

Sincerely yours, 



TEXAS LEAGUE UY ;QfdEr,i VOTERS 

:.1emorandum to .doard •. lember s 
Fr om Novell a Calvin 

1516 Avenue H 
Galveston , Texas 
January 6, 1943 

The January board meeting r.ill be hel d in Austi n 
Tuesday and vlednesday , ,:;he 26 and 27 . 

The Tue sday meeting will be called t o order at 1 PM. 
'l'he 1.ednesday sessions vrill adjourn at 5 P .. : . Please 
reserve all of your time for the board meetings • . e 
,,1ay find i t desirable to meet Tuesday eveni ng . 

_!rs . Taylor is making arrangements for us . lou \"dll 
be sent athat i nformation ,:ith the Agenda for the 
1at:::eting in a few days . 

Carrying out the Board plans made at the vctober 
1eeting ,,rs . Gill will visit several Lea.gJ.es oefore 
the January ooard meeting . 

Itwill oe necessary at 'this meeting to appoint one 
or two i,·eople to the Sta teboard . Please be tJ.1in.inng 
of wo::-1en in the state who would oe good mater ial for 
th!is service . ·.2ualif ications l think of are ; r.1ust oe 
aole to attend ooard meetings , a realist r a ther than an 
idealist , a person who sees the League as a v1hole in 
contrast to a"~pecial i 1teres-c 11 in the Leabue , not an 
expert but a well bal anced, well 1ntegra.ted citizen, one 
·•.,ith the ;dnd of vision that can be adapted to use by 
a planning board . 

You will hea.r rrom me again very soon . 



TEXAS LEAGUE OF 01.IF.ff VOTF.RS 

Del\!' Bo&rd lleJlrijer1 

This i• • requeat f<tr ACTIONS : 

1"1,6 Avenue H 
G!llveston1 Texas 
.TanUtUT lJt 1943 

The Leg1•lattv• Committe• 1n Austin is swamped with wot-k 
to be dono on tbe Leg1elative front . 

You can help and help 1s the thing we need naoat. 
Sit dow, rliht now and write to at least a dozonropl& 
70\l know who liff 1n non- League comr.r.1.nit.1ee. , Tel them 
what we are dotr\g and a1k the~ to create public opinion 1n 
thei~ home towns. They will be glad to ~rite to their 
Legislatora encourqing th.em to support a secret ballot 
bill. they andtheir friends l!la7 make the diftereru:e in tho 
eucoes~ or tail~ ct th11 job. 

Plense do not wait until toraorrow. ·Today 1• late enough. 

Mrs. Strong vtt•ite•.t t1In. the logialatur• we h ve tound wide•• 
spread interest. LOfflad7 1n the senate 1s interested 
and •v•n wants t o put in other amendments e~recting c ~ 
complete reform of eloct1on la••• fhere are i-umoi,e or a 
bill duplicatin:. ou.r own being ~lrendy- preparod but we 
haven• t traeked it dorm. Shivers in the Senate 1a 1"U111ore4 
to bo the author or it. J1mcb" Phillips in t he linuse 1e 
said to hnve dono a coltlJ')lete research Joo on the ,Ubject. 
The geoe~al op1b1on 8$ems to he that the time 1$ ripe and 
se could get a su.rpris1ng ainount passed." 

. 
There ls much moi:-e I could tell you but I think it 1s mo:i,, 
1r:1portant to begin ~itAng to other• 1n the at.ate asking 
them. to get to work. You have rertile brains, put them to 
work and see ju.st bow much y-ou c n do to help push this thin& 
along. lt will tab all ot the ingonui ty ul of us have to 
put the thing ac,roaa and 1t must be done right away • 

• 
Ur•• Taylor ha uked me t o .tell JOU that the .Auet1n LGague 
ia plann1ne overnight hospitality tor you. The Austin League 
Board is also inviting you to dinner tho night ot th& 26. 

Tentative agenda enclosed. 

You might get your friend.a to ~·:rite to their fri&nds . 

6~~~~ 



TEXAS LEAGUE OF WO!&I~ff VOTERS 

Memorandum to Board Members 

Fi-om NO'fflla Calvin 

FebrWU7 23, 1943 

The current is switt but I believe we will make it aoress tho stream. 
Firet may I tell you what a pleasure it was to be with you at the 
board meeting . I have the definite feeling that we made progreeo 
1n planning . This 1s a progress report. 

,KC~T BALLOT fildt 1&r$ • Strong and Yias Daniela will represent 
the Lengue a~ • Senate Committee, heaHg to be held 11lursdq 
at 2 PM. tiss Daniel• has wired that Mr. Reid 1s trying to arrange 
a Joint Hou&e and lenate Committee Bearing at that hour. · It he is 
unsucceestul the Ho~e Hear1rig will be Thursday nigl1t. 

Mra. strona's Committee is gc1na great guns. Mc>re rork, more run, 
more succesat ura. Stl'ong baas AAJJfl and the council or Church Women 
behind the bill. · 

Ura. Merriam• Dallas, has written 12 letters to editor• ehe knows 
personally asking tor their ,upport. 

Mr • • tneheeter vote a letter and sent broadsides to hia organizations 
all over the state. 

Junior 
the Galveston Chllmber ot Commerce ha& endoraed the b1ll and has 
written to all 1r. Chambers 1n'th$ state re bill. 

~:'.tp M§MBRffffl lttss Sarah Daniels has accepted Board membership. 
oma.s &.ii • Dall&s) Lady Luck 1s sitting on. our ab.oulder. 

PBB~JDEUT'§ co:cm&z. Dallas, April 6,7. 
CQ!M•;Nt;roN Houston, June 9; 10. 
wra. UCCollum hai suggested baVing the local Boards approve the lit:litation 
ot d•legatea. She aays'1Var or no'/ war, by-lav,s are by-la~s." It 
I do not hear from you oppos~ the suggestion• I will tollow he~ 
suggestion. 

fff• Mcii~•~ fitter R7 thit! time ycu will have a copy or t he rine e ter ~c o~u.m wrote at 70\ll' reque$t. She took the responsibility 
ot tying _nnd ma111ns to treasurer•• presidents and board mombera. 

ff'' HfU'f ifttt Mrs. Hill bas written a stimulating Handbook 
roinotoneer. Mrs. McCollougb t;pad and mailed to you with 

the MINUTEf ot the .Beard meeting. I 1le4 the letters to p~osidento . 

Ille jil;I.' s ff tW Trip Mrs • Gill bad a successful trip to Port Authur• 
(Mrs. edge v, l be PortAuthur'1 ~resid•nt next year, PREVIE'.W) 
She will go to Houston, r.tarch • 



I 

.rI g:uwcEt§E.§ Oalvestony one man contributed a check.tor 100 
to Ga vea on League on the atrength ot the secret ballot work. 
Dallas! Mrs• Per17 has written ot a contt1but1on ot , 15 tor secret ballot 
broads des-• which means a C25' contribution to the Balltla League by 
one man th1a year. 

Ms~ »111 Six Leagues sent 1n prompt reports on the cKellar 
bta.ctlon. Three board embere reported. 

*°!: §tg Y9Ml :ura. oCollough hopea to have the Voter at the 
Fr ter•a car 7 in rch. 

l@mot:9! At least two Leagues have placed standing orders tor the 
emor • ore will follow suit soon. 

Quiz 9\r.A 5'200 have been distributed ir. the stnte. Everyone I haw 
shown e Quiz is enthusiastic about it. . 

1 Haman interest stories. 

A seventeen year old used it 1n History class. Students de low ecores. 
much discussion tottowed. They took the Quiz homa to try on parents. 

as uaed at a discussion group meeeting• soldiers, 1t1ah an4 American 
sailors., m.edical students, nursing su.Ments and town g1rla. score• •. 
high. Lots of earne•t d1eeuas10l'l on all questions. ' 

Will be used by the Galveston League at a 1uncheon meeting with the 
YWCA on Thursday• titt Prog:rai:a TOOORROW OR~7S OUT OF TODAY. The 
tour L;eague members will 41acusa Lend-Lease (try to get s01111 ot thoae 
present to write to their lepresentat1ve) , Reciprocal Trade Agreements. 

The Galve$ton Rotary Club has g1Yen the League p rmiaaion to distribute 
the gam• at the door ot a public meet:µig to stimulate thinking about 
the post-war world. (Wednesd~ night) 

M9tt ~• §"Fess 1111 a recent report trom Mre. Qellhorn Md 
rs. Fei sen to state treasurers and state presiden sit was 

good to ~ve Texaa listed 100%pa1d. 

B• Lfnd*L!AU Reeus,st Will allot you work ha?'4 all thio job? 



fgX.As LE, GUE OF . o,mN VOTERS 

February 

'eMrandum to Boe.rd Uembora 

FJ'om Hovolla Calvin 

1943 

T"he cutten~ is ft'11"t but I think w.--e will llake 1 t ncross tbe etream. 
First 'fMJ.7 I tell you hat a plea&ure 1t ros to be 1th you at the 
board me t-.J ' ! have the de.finite r el:ln thet e malle progreaa 1n 
plann1M• flu.a is a progreas raport. 

ttGiit I. §Ali,QT flL& r.trs. Strong end ss Daniels will repre&en.t 
e Le gue at Senate Committee l a.ring to bo held ' .. Jtursct&y ~t 

2 p·. Hiss Dani•la ha~ ~ired that • 1d 1s trying to arrnage a 
Joint "Iou e ana senate Committee HeQrir..g at that Hour. 1t he ie 
unau.oeese1',il the M,:iuse Rea.ring will be h8ld J..hursaq night. 

I hnw talked with n. Stro1"• 5t:io has ev eythlng undel' <ton.trc.,l• 

Wire -.ent to lOtJal teague proaiden\..., SENATE ANO HOUfE COWJITtfll 
HEAlUNUS SECRET B.\LLOT-7!itb\iaA7 Afi,'; ::;,qON• URGE INDIVIDUALS AW 
ORGJ.ttIZA't'IONS .,ND IRE$ ~O COWU'i'ii~ CrJAIR<EN .AUD UBW!iERS-StE 
l.EGIStlTIVE ITE.i!dS 

&.. Strona • s eomrJ.ttee 1s going graa t guni. a:ore wot•k, more run, 
more sucooe•l rs. Strong ha• AAm·· and Co t.ne11 of Chtttch Wo•n , 
beh1n4 the 111 • 

.irs. 'erria,a Dallas, has v,ritten 12 letters to mt1tor, she knot.I 
par,onal.ly ·1aking tor tboit· support. 

Mr., 1nch~ster baa ~ritt&n a letter nd sent bro ds1o.ea to hJ,s 
organi&etiona ~ll over the stat$. 

rs. Smith San Antonio, has m.-1ttcn to nu..-abers of poople 1n the tate. 

The 1~1veston Jr. Chamoor. of Co rce ha endortJed the hill and hae 
wr1ttrm to ail. ?r. Ct-..ambers in tl'o st te re Ul. 

~I ---FM_l.;sf !l Mist: 6uah iOani&ls ha& acccrpwd Board me~ rahip. 
ire1t, f omas Baildin&, liallci$) Lady Luck 1a sitting on our ahould&I', 

~J:mSUIBHT • S ,,oVlJCIL Dall.a•, ilpril 6, 7. 

lr'*"~;;o. Houston 9, 10. June. s. ~ Collum has. aug~ 1tttd having tt-..e local Boards approve the 
liaitatlon of delegate•• She points o~t YltLP or no war by-1 wa 
are bf•laws. It I (Jo not hear h-011 you to the contrary r v;ill 
follow her suggestion. 



, 
~· f.t~Illlf 'Ii ~ B7 tb1o time JOU will have a copy of the e e ei= J.!ln. Co lum note at yov request• She took the 
rcspon1ibilit7 ot tJt>ine and ailing to tNasurere, pi-eaidonts 
and board l!lelSlbttra. 

tpJS illtL'§ r&p Yrs. Hill hae w.ritten a stimulating Handbook 
0110 on let r. r:. Collough typed and n1ailed. tQ you 1th 

the MINUTru ot the bonra meet~. t mailed: to prosld•nts. 

u•~ Sip&•fLfllli 2f!1 Yrs. Gill ho.s reported a •uccesatul trip 
o or Au. ll!'. , c will go to ltouaton March 12. 

rm~~CF. St'9C. l6€f{{ On• man 1n Gartea;;t on baa cont~1b\ltGd \'.1 100 
to t e Leat~ue on .the ,treneth ot t J-..e seer"'t ballot work. 'lotal 
to d::1te :?O~. · s. P~rry has w:rttten of a contributio or ti, 
which mea.n,s a total ot $25' by one Dallas man to Le&£U$ tll1a year. 

11¥RP. FfW~NCE §~iSS In a· roctlnt Nport trom Mr:. Gallhorn and 
a.~ a or sen o state tres.lUS-O?I at:d president: it WQ$ good tQ 

.have Texao listed 100% paid. 

'ffr!:iIBilj, Sb. Leagues aent in prompt report• on the ?~cKElllar 
. ao on. Three boar4 members repnrted. 

~o.ei:;11,a YQifB Mr11 . McCol.lough hOJ)'tl to haYe the Voter at th• 
,_. • a ear y in March. , 

WMWSAD~ At lea.at two Leagues haw placed atand1nr. ord<!:OS £or the 
Memoran • More , 111 toll ow au1 t 100n • 

fiIZ. g.&1:!E§ $'200 have been d1atr1buted in the state. Everyon• I 
ve aar ~ention the QUIZis onthu•1aUc about 1ta ~ossibil1t1es. 

ntiuman inter st" storie~ 

A aennteen yeal" old used 1t 1n H1~to!"Y class. students made low 
£oor••- ucb a1,cu,asion .followed. The7 took the Game home to 
try ob their parents. 

Us.data disqu,1!0n group meeting- soldiers, HPitish and .ruertcan 
sa1loi-a, met.11cal. students, nursing stitdents and town girls. Z,fcores 
U1gh. Leta or e-arnest d1souas1on on several questions. 

, itl be U&ed by thG Galveeton Leaeue nt a luncheon meeting ·1th 
the we• on 1'hursday. Prog:rp TOUOffiUi~ r.moos OUT OP OD Y. The 
four League l'ilembera handlip.g proe~• "·111 ut on a IJdt using 
LLN LtUSF. ( ill urge those pre~ent to ,rrtta to Rep:res..-ntativez) 
Reciprooal 'f'tade grearnenta and t1i,; Game• 

tEiiD•:\iA •~ Bae# Board member shoUld get e number at people 
o ~1 e eir Be_presentative. 



TEXAS LEAGUE OFWOMEN VOTERS 

Memorandum to Board of ~irectors 

From Novella Calvin 

1516 Avenue H 
Galveston, Texas 
April 18 , 1943 

Mrs. J.W. Bradner, Jr. 420 Crestwood Drive, Ft. Worth 
has accepted your invitation to serve as third vice-
president of the Texas League. Mrs. Bradner met with us for a 
short time at the Presidents Council. All of us enjoyed 
being with her and were firee with enthusiasn to find another 
woman willing to give her time to help improve the quality 
of representative government. We are !ndeed fortunate 
to have her serve on the Texas League ~oard. 

The Presidents Council meeting was a succews. With the 
expeption of San Antonio, all Leagues were represented 
by their presidents. The group agreed to follow your 
suggestions and concentrate on membership and finance drives 
to be held in April and May. ~twas decided to strive 
to double the membership of local Leagues and to secure 
contributions from citizens in order to have adequate 
budgets to meat the present needs of the League. 

We have every right to be pleased with the fine presidents 
of the local Leagues. ~twas an inspiration to meet with 
them. I believe they understand the purpose of the League 
and will demonstrate fine leadership abilities this year. 

n1a is to report that I will be out of the state for three 
weeks. Mrs. McCollough will carry on while I am away. 
Please direct all communications to her during this period. 
(UNtil May 12) I will attend the Kansas, Iowa and Kentucky 
state conventions. 

Mrs. Strong and Mrs. Gill have assured me that they are 
"ready to go" to V~ashington. 



MRS, CLAUDE E , HILL, P RESIDENT 

19 0 4 PEARL S T . 

VICE·PRESI DENT S 

MRS. GEORGE ABBOTT, 
6321 WESTCHEST ER DRI VE 
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V0 Jll~e 18, 1943 

Memorandum to Board of Directors 

From Novella Calvin 

Several "love letters" have come to the state office. 
They are for you and I want ot share them with you. Messages[ 
of encouragaent like these give me a lift and shorten 
the hoursspent 1h doing the job. I believe they will 
do the same for you. 

You are the backlog of strength in the Texas League. 
League members know it and I am grateful for it. 

"As .you know this was my first League of Women Voters 
Convention but I have been to a good many conventions in my 
long life and I want you to know that I have never seen 
a more successful one." 

"We have spoken of the personnell of the State Boare 
and we were impressed with the unusual qualities of the members 
It is easy to see that each one present occupies a place in 
her own communi t y." 

"I think the Convention was a grand success." 

"The Convention was an inspiration to me." 

"The fact that each League raised its pledge is conveete 
evidence of every ones confidence in plans for League 
growth. It. is a great inspiration to have been present 
and our other delegates feel the same as iI" 

V 
j 

111 



TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

June 1e, 1943 

Memorandum to Board of Directors 

From Novella Calvin 

Several "love letters" have come to the state office. 
They are for you and I want to share them with you. 
Messages of encouragement like these give me a lift and 
shorten the hours spent in doing the job. I believe they 
will do the same for you. 

You are the backlog of strength in the Texas League. 
League members know it and I 'a,m. grateful for it. 

"As you know, this was my first League of Women Voters 
Convention but I h~ve been to a good many conventions in 
my long life and I want you to know that I have never seen 
a more successful one. 11 

"We have spoken of the personnel of the State Board and 
we were impressed with the unusual qualities of the members. 
It is easy to see that each one present occupies a place in 
her own community." 

n1 think the Convention was a grand success." 

"The Convention was an inspiration to me.u 

"The fact that each League raised; its pledge is concrete 
evidence of every ones confidence in plans for League 
growth. It is a great inspiration to have been present 
and our other delegates feel the same as I." 
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~ / TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

/ Memorandum to the Board o( Directors August 5, 1943 

From Novella Calvin 

Storm or no storm-- probabby should say house or no house--I must 
share with you the satisfaction that comes from seeing a job well 
done . Mrs . @ill is doing that kind of job,as we knew she would. 
The Texas Leagues are responding magnificiently,as we knew they would. 

Mrs. Gill met with the Dallas League and Mrs . Bradner on Thursday 
July. 22. Mrs Gill has reported that the nAllas League will recriit 
the necessary number of individuals to reach more than their quota 
or the 11eeo,ooo people the League intends to reach. Reports from 
M1ss Dtii els assure us that the Dallas League is well on its way. 

Mrs . Bradner says, "The day I spent 1n Dallas was good for my soul 
whether it helped the League or ffOt. --anytime spent with Mrs. Gill 
is valuable.n It was good for the League too for Mrs. Bradner is 
laying the foundation for a permanent League in Ft. Worth. 

Miss D~niels took the mobilization plan to Midland Saturday, July 24. 
She says ttso far as I am concerned the trip to Midland was a. huge 
success. If the results are proportionate to my own enjoyment of the 
contact Iso}ationism is scotched in West Texas." Mrs. Fuhrman reports 
that Miss D niel's visit was thoroly enjoyed by the Midland League. 
She heports -a reorder.of the Prelude to Peace Broadiide--900 this time. 
1000 broadsides for Midland to send on their way to the people. She 
also reports an order of 500 Choose Jour Foreign Policy "We plan 
a downtown general distribution." 

On MOnday and Tuesday July 26,27, representatives from the Austin, 
San Antionio, Housto.r:ilf: La Marque and Galveston Leagues met in 
Austin with Mrs . Gill. Mrs. Holbrook, President of the Austin 
League made arrangements for an air-conditioned meeting place,for 
overnight hospitality and the Austin Lea.gee entertained the group 
with dinner at Mrs . Hill's home. 

A report from Mrs . Scott of San Antonio is ample evidente of the 
success .of those meetings. "Cfilled a special board meeting this 
a .a. Agenda: Presentation of campaign plan

1 
Its adpption, Groundwork 

for organization. Very successful and enthus astic meeting. ~ote 
100$ in favor--All assumed responsibility toward organization to go 
forward at once. Donations of money-- I can now ask you to order 
5,ooo quizzes for me . " 51000 quizzes for the San Antonio League--Will 
the larger Leagues accept the challenge as well as San Antonio has? 

Friday, August 6, Mrs . Gill will meet with the Houston League. 

Wl!dnesday, August 11, Mrs . Platt and Mrs. Gill will meet with the 
Port Arthur League. Gflveston and La Marque will have .l'Jrs . 
Gill and Mrs . Platt later. 

We will continue to keep you posted1 



January 12, 1944 
Der ourd mborsi 

Thos proposed ~-Ln s re sub 1ttod after a study o the latest 
recomm ndat1ons froc the National office, and a perusAtl or tho~e of the 
Illinois nd Connecticut Leagues. These two diu not seem to fit our 
needs, but I dld get a rev sueeastions from the,. 

~o t of the subject atter cov,red in our present _By-La~s is include 
h re excepting those Gections ;h1ch nre out of d tc .,..,d those dealing 
with affiliation st ndnrd. It seems to e that the latt r ~h uld be 
re-written nd appende to the list or aftili tio~ stand rds 1e 10, have 
if they are not already includ d. The atter of pl des fro~ local 
Leagues to tb ~t te Leagu belong under f£111 tion require onts it 

_ seems to oe, and that is why it is o itted from the. o .By-Laws. Also 
a pledg fro the St te to Nati nal is omitted becaus the tional 
By-L ws requiro it tor affiliati n. 

Here ar a few points I ant to raine for you to thinking about, 

l. Should the af£illat1on requirements included in these 
By-Laws or be 1n .e. sep rate docu nt &o I h v r co nded? 

2. Th st~ red election system is r co ended by t1ona.l 
and I think it is t; tter th n h v!n,u tco Jig t!.lrn-over e ch 
v.10 y rs. Uo does J t str1kc you? 

3. Ploan givo p.rticular attention to th secti non 
no""in tions. I do not like it. He.ti nal has al'\7ays, since 
I can :r memb r, reco:n ended th t the noru.nat1qg co~ 1ttee be 
chos n by the Board. That see!lls to oo undo ocratic und 
could ork out or tle ~ rpetunt1on or the rama peo le or 
faction in otf.1ce. The most sev re crit1ci .m I hnve ev r 
he rd or the Hou~ton League y outsiders a on thi& point, 
so e have now chang dour l3y-Lavs so thnt t\vo rs of 
the nom~nating co~mittee r cho en from and by the J3o rd, 
and three from nd by the g n ral ernoo~sbip. I think also 
that a five e b r coJlttlittee is clumsy nnd tbrse is bettor. 
It e rish to chflll8o this and still permit the Bo rd to choose 
the co ·ttco, o could specify that one memb r should b from 
the Boa.rd and act as cha1rrnan am .. the other two emb r:., be 
selected rrom the g neral el'!loorsh1 · • That does not do av,ay 
with the above obj ction entirely, but helps. It' you have 
a hotter solution, cc pr pared ~o offer it. 

4. Now that e hav three directors, could ,e get along with 
to v1ce presidents inst d or thre? 

,. So 0 of tl.c lare r Leagues limit their offic ro to not 
ore t £4, t\~o succ ssive torr.is in the ~ame office. A .rro-que11t 

turn-over ill personnel is de ocr tic and giv n ne · life to 
an o~cnn1~t1on in so & instnnc sand as a g neral rul, but 
I question hethe-r vre are big oh uch to e1ake such n requ1re-
ent yet. 
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6. Some Leagues do not enumerate the duties of officers. 
In that case the By-Lav1s say "The duties of the officers 
shall be those usually pertaining to such officers . " Remem­
bering some of the past history of the Texas Leaeue, it seems 
to me desirable to leave th0se in. 

It ,vill save much time in our .Boe.rd meeting if' es.ch of you will take 
time at home to study carefully these pror,osed By-Laws as outl_ined 
here, and co~e prepared with well thought out criticisms and suggestions . 
Let's try to get them as nearly adequate and satisfactory as possible 
this timet so we wont have to bother with changes for a long time to 
come . Anct be sure to ..!:~RING THE ENCLOSED COPI~S WITH YOU, as well as 
copies of the present By-Laws, if you have them. 

/s/ Jessie c. Mccollum 

Revisions Chairman. 



January 5', 1944 

'e~or ndu to tho flo-:ird or Dir ctors 

Fro''.l Novella Cnlv;tn 

Th Ye r 1944 is unrolling its days. jay ~ h lp i-e this 
ab tt r yeer thnn it oth rwise 1t;ht be for the orld and 
for you. 

The n xt Board meetine 111 be held Jan·.mry l , 20. Our 
tentativ d t s uex·e the 12, 13. .tor tev ral r a ons it 
seems nee ssary to hnv.s the o.eetint: a . eek lntel' . I trust 
this will not inconv~nienco any e b r or th Board. 

t dn nday, Janunry 19, the first session ill t rt pro ptly 
at 2 p. 1. in the lio~rnton L egue office. -he Thursday " fter.­
noon eetin.c ill adjo n at -1- p . n:. Ple~Le :al·e orrange .. ents 
for y ur ov rnieht accom odntions. · 

A bird's eye vie· ot teacu o:rc ·nizat1 11 .ork-­

In ·ovemb r the It. orth group s organized as 
the rnrr nt County League with 41 ch rt r e.ib rs. 
otine up n your inetructions the !,engue s ccepted 

as a member of the Texns Leagm.i ,.nen the affiliation 
ste.ndards vere met. rs. Dro.d.ncr de:;orveti or sin­
e re o.ppre U1.tion for th sple~did r suJ.ts she hno 
acco:.nplish d in Ft. crt!i, 

Jr. oot n, Dean of 'o en at TSC, has req·c t d 
that we organize a TbC C pus L ,g u I held out 
for th organization of a tom'l as wc'!.1 as Campus 
Leag e until I :r alized the futility of it . rr. 
Br dncr. wiJl org-0.nize the T . Cari.pus Leagu~, 
J nuo.ry 12. ir.s D ielr , de a pre-ors nir..ation 
tri. to D~nton. I sincerely hope thi$ ,111 D rve 
a · an ent ring wedge :for to· n League . 

r&. ~trong has b on to San Antonio on a field tr·p. 
(nrs. ·ith hac written that 1t 'S f1ne for San 
~ton1o to have r.rs . trong}. 1th s. &cott•s 

help she nd an effort to follo through on 
contact itb prosp ct in Schertz. e no·\, t.11ov, tb:i t 
Schertz is out of tle picture. 
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I have continued contacts in c"n /ingolo . As y·ct 
organizat1Gn 1s not in sieht. The prospocts in 
Tom_pel seemed excellent but they have fizzled 
completely. 1111.s £:ioon as the war is over, i; e will 
be int reeted in orgn:ni2~tion. ,, Ml .s. G111 is con-
tin 11ng her contac s ·in Ora.nee. s. 2cCollo1:gh 
1~ j st obou~ ~ ady to ornanize a Leacue in Texas 
City, an outerowtll of the squad group she ho.s there. 
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February 9, 1944 

o~oranduo to Board ~embers 

Fro. I:ovello Co.lvin 

Th !larch Board roet1rir, raill be held, 

'edncsdey nnd .Xhursdayt the 29 .ond 30 

1n l oustcn. Chock your r.alandnr and nold 

thoce dates for the t.~:s tecgue of ,o~en 

Voter. 
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:emorandum to Board ot Directors 

From t1ovella Calvin 

rch 14, 1944 

Today I am nondlng you n copy of tho Notional By-Laws with 
the proposed revisions. All of you will bo interested to 
chock them carotully to see ho ny of the reco:amendat1ons 
made by the Tox s Board to the llational Board are incorporated 
in them. 

!arch 29,30 no ill have tull discussion of the proposed 
changos. It you 111 road the propooals several tines before 
that ti', ;e 111 be able to uao our tir.::e to botter advantago. 

~ ~ e. 'cCollounh 1e ready to present the Texas 
League\Vlth a new local League. 'Pre-organization and organi­
zation ot1ngs have been hold in Te,cas City. At the " rch 
Board ceet1ng you will receive a request for affiliation by 
the Texas C1ty ~roup. The lo.st intor ation I h a, 19 women 
had signif'iod a desire to be a<?t1ve momoors . The group voted 
to hnve a ~3 m1nimum due with the understandinc that every 
me ber ~eceive a subscription to TREIDS. For a new group to 
recognize that it will do a better job by having all of its 
aembers exposed to Ta NDS seems significant to roe. 

Board t eting•-·•Dat , March 29-30; Place , Houston 1.eague 
Office, Yi'!CA l:luilding, Houston1 Time, ~ednesday 2 p .m. to 
Thursday 4 p.rn . Yes, you ay ~alte a re hours for sleeping. 
Plea~e make arrangemonts for doing it. Tomorrow invitations 
to 0et ~1th us will be mailed to tho League pr sidents. 
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July 31, 1944 

TOt ~::..3eftPt~ tBeli'lNPi Elected state directors and officers 
FRO if Elizabeth 'r,\. Brownsc "lbe 
IEJ Free subscription offer to fational Union J!"f.lrmer 

I have received the .following letter from Frank OVerturf, 
of Amarillo, state Secretary of the Farmers' Educational and Co­
operative Union of A~er1ca (commonly known as the Farmer5 Union). 

'IT notice the report or your election a:s President of the 
Texo.~· League of .omen Voters, together 1th the 11st or your other 
officers. 

riTexafi is so largely agricultural that four hu~1ar~d eighteen 
thousand families live on farms either as owners, t nants, share~ 
croppers or ~age earners. Their plight is pitiful in many parts 
of the state. It seems to me tho.t you and your :;taff of offlcers 
in Texa:; v;ou.ld like to r,.no ore of the pro bl .ms a gr i cul tl're is 
facing in A~erica t this critical t1me. If yo~ would send c the 
addresses of the na~es ua listed in the enclosed ~11ppir1g 0 111 
be glad to send thon the hationEl Union Farmer for one yoar ~ree ot 
any cost to thom.tt 

In reply to this I sent the following: 

"Speaking for myself, I w0uld be pleased to receive the Nat­
ional Union Fgrmer, as mentioned in your letter of July 11th. I am 
sending copies of your letter to each of the other members of the 
Board of the Texas League of Women Voters, that they may contact 
you directly if thoy also ould care to receiv€! the paper. And I 
am also enclosing herewith the ne spaper clipping which you sent me, 
listing the Texas League officers and directors. 

"The national organization of the Farmers Union has, I believe, 
been an active su.pporter before Conere s of anti-inflation easuros 
such as consumer subsidies and real price control. The position of 
the National Leaeue of Women VotcrLJ on those questions has been sim­
ilar, and th& state and local leaguo~, in ~ay and June, waged a vig­
orous campaign to secure passage, 11thout amendment, of the bill to 
extend price control. 

"In addition to taking action, as requested by the National 
League, on itoms on our national program, the Texas League of ~o~en 
Voters has a program of state trork which, for the next two years, 
consists of the two items: (1) support of a socret ballot law 1n 
the next legislature; and (2) support of a resolution to create a 
joint iegislative committee to revise Texas election laws, . giving 
consideration in this connection to tho advisability of lo~ering the 
voting age to 18 years. Our method is to concentrate on one or two 
1tems- -when we have achieved our objective with them, le pass on to 
others. As a state League, our concern at present is primarily nith 



Officer6 and elected directors of the state board - 2 July 31,1944 

good governoont--with fundamentals like the secret ballot, for in­
stance, ,,hich 1s basic to true democracy, to the voter expressing 
their 111 freely and effectively. 

0 Thanking you tor your kind ofter. I am1 -" 

It seems to me that it is proper to accent Mr. OVerturf's 
generou offer, ince the League itself send5 1aterial to non­
~embers and since in my letter I as caref tl' to explain the scope 
or our state program, so that there could be no thoucht that t•e 
could as an org n1zation, actively ork for any measures in the 
legislature other than the secret ballot and the joint committee 
to revise the election laws·. I reel myself that scceptiince of his 
oft r can be advantageous to the League, since our knonledge t 111 
be increased by hearing a point of view on farm problems h1ch is 
seldom presented 1n the ne spaper and since it 111 give us a con­
tact 1th th:lo group, Such n contact might sometime be helpful it 
e organize local leagues in the Panhandle counties, and 1 ore 1 -

mediately, it could be helpful in acqua1nt1ng rural logislators 
with the de~1r bility or the secret ballot and joint coamittee. 
( • o. 'Reed, Dallas County lee;islator tiho as active 1n boh lf or 
the cecret bnllot durinc the last session, tells us that the legis­
lators fro~ urban counties are ostly for the secret ballot, but that 
the rural county legislators are the stumbling block.9 

In order to get an idea or the organization I talked to a 
Far ers n1on me~bar. It is the liberal, progressive farmers' or- • 
gan1.zation and is organized in ·ny states. Texas is the state in 
hich the N t1onal Fo.roers Union was first founded, about 1890. 

Afterwards the organization becamo inactive here, but it has re­
cently beco~e active again and is no organized in the P~nhandle 
counties and zo omiat in East Texas. Its memb rship inolndos people 
wh are n'"'t orthy in other lines in addition to far 1ng, s Dr • 

• T. Ellis, of the Univ. of Texan and the Hog Foundation, and s. 
innie .. irher Cunningham. The state officers are: ike Britton Jr., 

Groom:! Pr s1deut; John Rice, unday, Vice-president; Frank Overturf, 
A ari lo, Secretary; and rive directors--teon Rice, Ropesvllle; An­
dre Peterson, C nadie.n; ··. \r. Heckathorn, Childress; A. L. Carter, 
Perryton; end August Loran, funday. The Uational prer.1 cnt 1 James 
G. Patton, or Denver, Colo. The othe~ national officers are from 
Colorado, ontana, Oklahoma, iscons1n, Arkansas, orth Dakota, feb­
raska, -"o.nsn~ and Ohio • 

• OVerturf•s address is: Box No. 1445, Amarillo, Texas. 

If you rite • OVerturf I ould suggest referring to my 
letter of Ju).y 27 to him and lits letter or July 11 to me, and signing 
your letter with your state league title, as an aid t o identification. 



Dear \ate Board abe:r1 

ood ne a£ 5-•lnning today the atate Leagu 
do nto\lfll ellia. Our new edc!Na• 1a: 

an of ice 1n 

Texas X.ague ot omen oters, 
12091' 1n treet, llOOIII 6, 
Dallas 2, •xa 

. the oftlc• ls large-10• x 2s1..,...n4 1n a ••ry accea81ble J.ocatlob 
clo t th e nter 4! tho bu$1ne • dietrict. It 1s, tho n the 
SfJOOnd floor ot an old .... .,,. bull.ding at).d .1t 1 d•f1n1te?y· -
pretentious. However, it ia 10 ch ttor than I xpectad to find 
tour price 1n ftl''!'"Crowd~ D&llaa that I am ult thrlllod about 

it. 

!'he room was o ca a1 n uccesat can-
di<.14 t~ 1 the J ly 22.ftd 1ury, but I trust n int or pnrt1•an-
•h1p, or or unaueces1 e1 thel"., will accl'Ue t e tro the tar er 
oecupa..,tl 

the Dallaa !Aaaue will aha!-• he ottico with th• state Lea ue 
at1C :1o k1.ng plans t stlltf it on th •1 "11 en I• 11 not be t..'1.er • 
They nrc aleo colle tins f n1tur and Y lato:r e pply desk an 
A.~ h ne t-to-goodn••• t1llne c binet. • r ent lan i to have 
ottice hours tive orning a week ~o 10 A~ • to P. • , and I 
w111 be ther at leaat two or those day-a. nt11 • can have longer 
ott1c h ur1, however• &n7th1n,(t r iring reAlly roapt action had 
~tt r sent to me t h H d escs 1420 1 ca o Drlve, Dal­
la& l. 

file r•nt 1• 17.;o Pf',r aon b 1 incl ~ 11 h!i gas and water, 
and tolephono service 1a 10.00 per month '(1nelucung eaort1zai1on 
fler • 10-montb rio4 ot the 3.5'0 telephone coroeetion <?he.re•), 
uld.n& a total or $2?'. SO. !rb11 amount la 83. JO per m nth mor• than 
the b· c:laetod allot nt tor rent Wltil ntxt une 15 ( 2401 total 
bu4.get r•nt allowanc•t •1vUed.b110 = 24 G10nthly rent aJ.lowance). 
• will thua ove:rapend our Nnt allot nt b.r 31.00 1n the ten 

IIOllths •ndlni next Juno 15'. lowevo:r, I do not foel this to be 
aer1oua, Ince the 100 bud&eted am.out ror telephone and telepa 
•xpenae 1ho1ld tcke car ot this overeharge. 

n you are in Dal.la• plAaH be auro to visit the MW etate 
ortlcel 

cordiall-7, 



l209t Main st., Room 6 Dallas 2, 'l'exns 

Septembo~ 30, 1944 

Dear State Board mbor,: 

As planned last Jwie, the autumn meeting of the Board 
or the Texas League o! \~omen Voters ill take place on Wed­
ne~day and Thursday octobar 11 end 12, at tho Texas stats 
hotel, Fannin Street at Rt1sk Avenue, Houston. A raeeting room 
on the mezzan:1.ne has been reserved for our use, and Board 
se sio11 are scheduled r or the r ollowing times, 

ednesday, October 11, 2100 P •• to 6iOO P •• 
Thursday, October 121 9:00 A. M. to 3:00 P_. • 

This is sn exceedingly import nt Board ceting, for on 
th~ agenda are 1teras such as the appointment of Legielativc 
chairman and Publicity chairman and the detailed plannine or 
the campaigns !or the secret ballot and for th revision of 
Texas election laws. I ill send a col!lJ)lete agenda next :eek. 
But in the meantime, please plan to sn:ve ednesda7 and Thurs-­
day, October 11 and 12, for tho l'oxas ngu of lo en Voters. 

Yours, 

Pre61dent 



October 10, 1944 

TEXAS LEAGUE OF WO 1EN VOTERS 

TO STATE BOARD !!EMBERS: 

I went to Austin last Friday (October 6) to see Mr. Dean 
Morehead of the Attorney General's office and Dr. Douglas Weeks of 
the Department of Government of the University of Texas, in order to 
get information which would help us plan, at this Board meeting, the 
campaigns ·in support of our two items on the state program of work-­
a secret ballot bill and a Joint legislative committee to revise the 
Texas election laws. Information I received there, especially from 
Mr. Morehead, showed me that the Texas League is confronted with a 
big problem, unprecedented as far as I know, and at this Board meet­
ing we have really weighty decisions to make. 

Mr. Morehead told me that already there has been a bill 
drafted to evade the u. s. Supreme Court decision regarding negroes 
voting by removing state controls over the activity of political 
parties and making political parties private organizations. The 
Southern Governors' Association has pushed this; resolutions passed 
by the Democratic state convention in Dallas on September 12 and 13 
were in accord; the attorney generals' association of the southern 
states asked our attorney general's office to help in drafting the 
bill, but the reply was that since the object was to take the state. 
out of party affairs it seemed inconsistent to have a state office 
help draft the bill which would do this. Excellent private legal 
talent has been employed to draft this bill, it will be introduced 
immediately when the legislature convenes, and Mr. Morehead is sure 
it will quickly pass the legislature. From the tone of newspaper 
comment over the state, I think that we too can be pretty sure it 
will pass. 

Immediately this, of course, brought up thoughts as to the 
possibility of the legislature passing our item--a Joint committee 
to work between this session of the legislature and the next to re­
vise the election laws. Mr. Morehead said, and I quite agree with 
him, that there is little possibility of the passage of two bills 
regarding election law revision--with this first measure passed, 
legislators will figure that they have done their duty by revision 
and will go on to other matters, 

That would be bad enough from the point of view of achiev­
ing success with our item on revision, but as one thinks further 
about this situation even worse consequences appear.• If the revi­
sion bill which passes calls for removing parties from state control, 
the state will not be regulating any except the general elections-­
the conduct of primary elections will be a matter of party rules 
rather than of laws passed by the legislature, so revision of election 
laws by the legislature would seem to be a dead issue. Furthermore, 
the same reasoning applies to the secret ballot--a secret ballot bill 
passed by the legislature would be of use only in the general elec­
tions if the conduct of primary elections is removed from state con­
trol. 
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Several courses of action are open to us. 

1 . We can continue to work on the secret ballot and elec­
tion law revision just as we had planned and as the State Convention 
of last June intended us to, in the hope that the conduct of pri-
mary elections will not be removed from state control or in the be­
lief that even if it is,a secret ballot and election law revision 
which apply only to the _general elections are worthy of our very 
best efforts in a concentrated legislative campaign. We might do 
this feeling that the u. s. Supre~e Court will soon declare uncon­
stitutional the attempt to evade its decision and that then Texas· 
would have to return to state control of elections and the secret 
ballot and our election law revision proposals would, if they have 
been passed, be applicable to all elections, as they .are meant to 
be. However, in view of the long time it usually takes to get a 
decision from the Supre~e Court and in view of the fund of ingenuity 
which is evidently at hand in the South for evading Supreme Court 
decisions about negroes voting, so that another Supreme Court decision 
may well be met by further legal evasion and that process continued 
indefinitely--in view ·of all this, I think it would be decidedly un­
realistic for the Texas League of Women Voters to go ahead with the 
program of work just as we would if there were no proposal to remove 
state control of primary elections. I think we would find it diffi­
cult indeed to arouse enthusiasm among League members for hard work 
on bills which, if passed, would affect only general elections, in 
a state where the primary is of much greater importance. 

2. A second course of action suggests itself. ' 1e would 
not work on the secret ballot, feeling that present cir cumstances 
make the item a dead issue and that our time can be much better 
spent on the election law revision .item of our program. Our work 
for the latter would be two-edged--it would include work for the 
passage of our proposal and work against the bill to remove state 
control of primaries. Our item calls for carefully thought out re­
vision--the joint committee recommending revisions would be working 
for two years--and we are therefore justified in opposing hasty re­
vision by this coming legislature. We can continually emphasize the 
need for revision which is the result of long and careful considera­
tion, as against revision which is hasty. But we do not necessarily 
need to stop there. 

3. We can, in addition, oppose hasty revision on the grounds 
of the principles involved--the principle of the direct primary, for 
instance. This would not be a new field for the League of Women 
Voters, for the 1940 National program of work included nstrengthening 
of repr~sentative government through •••• direct nomination of candi­
dates for office", and the present platform of the National declares 
"authority in a democratic government comes from the people •••. legal 
obstacles which keep the citizen from fulfilling his obligations 
should be removed". I realize that the State Convention did not au­
thorize us to defend the direct primary and state control of elec­
tions, but they did authorize working for a twe-year study by the 
legislature of election law revision. Sometimes the most important 
part of working for a measure is working against another measure, 
and work can usually be much more effective if we realize that we 
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are fighting for some of the basic principles underlying representa­
tive government as well as fighting against being hasty in revising 
very complex procedures such as the election laws. 

Let us imagine what life would be like for the League of 
Women Voters if state control of primaries were removed. Two members 
of the Department of Government of the University of Texas, with 
whom I talked, said tkey did not see how it would be feasible to hold 
primaries if the state was not in control. It would, at any rate, 
be soi practicable that we would probably have the convention system 
of nomination, the evils of which became so great that around 1900 
the country was swept by a wave of abolition of convention nominating. 
If the convention system were to return, the League of V.;omen Voters 
wou~d have to deal with party executive committees for any improve­
ment of elections regulations, and the fight would be never ending, 
for even if we did persuade the executive committee at one time to 
adopt a secret ballot, for instance, rules would be much more sub­
ject to change than they now are and we could very well find our­
selves the next year with the secret ballot rescinded and all our 
work to do over again. We find it hard enough to deal with legis­
lators, but they at least represent the whole state, while executive 
committees represent only the few influential people in their poli­
tical party. We regret that only 30 to 40% of our potential voters 
select our county officials, but the percentage would be a great 
deal smaller if party conventions nominated them. As the number of 
voters who elect an official decreases, he feels less responsibility 
to the citizenry as a whole, and the difficulty of the League's task 
in pressing for governmental improvements of any sor tis greatly 
augmented. 

4. I have mentioned that we could conduct our campaign 
against hasty revision of the election laws on a basis of principle 
and suggested support of the direct primary as an exa~ple. Of course 
another very important principle is involved and one which is on the 
National's Active List for 1944-45, namely: 11 •••• protection of minor­
ity groups against discrimination". So a further course of action 
is open to us--opposing hasty revision of the election laws because 
the intent of such revision is to discriminate against negroes by 
preventing them from voting in the Democratic primary. 

5. If we believe that we have the time, energy and person­
nel, we can enlarge the second, third and fourth plans mentioned 
above to include work on the secret ballot, so that if state control 
of primaries is retained we will be in position to secure enactment 
of our secret ballot bill as well as of our proposal for election 
law revision. 

Summarizing, in the difficult situation for the League which 
is created by the virtual certainty of the legislature passing a bill 
to remove state regulation of primary elections, we have several 
courses of action open to us, of which the following are samples: 

(1) Continue working for the secret ballot and our item on 
election law revision as if nothing had happened. 

(2) Suspend for the time being work on the secret ballot 
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and concentrate our legislative activity on working against the 
hasty revision which is proposed, simply because it is hasty and 
ill considered and because our item calls for long and careful 
study before attempting revision. 

' (3) To #2, add opposition to hasty revision on the basis 
of a very important principle involved--the direct primary 

(4) To #2, or #3, add opposition to hasty revision because 
the intent of this revision violates the National 1 s Active List item 
of "protection of minority groups against ciiscrimination11

• ~ 

ballot. 
(5) Enlarge #2, 3 or 4 to include work for the secret 

follows: 
About this whole matter, the Austin League recom 1ends as 

"It has become apparent that one of the first measures 
that will be presented at the coming legislature will be a revision 
of Texas election law that will have the effect of taking control of 
party primary elections away from state law. The implications of 
this step are numerous and intricate. Here are a few: 

111. No secret ballot bill would have any effect whatever 
because the legislature could not control the one important election 
in Texas. 

11 2. The whole regulation of pnimary voting procedure, in­
cluding settling fraudulent and contested elections would fall back 
on the party. 

11 3. A more comprehensive Revision of Election laws designed 
to strengthen election procedure against fraud, unify laws, adapt 
reform measures, etc. would be impossible, because the state would 
have no control over the one important election anyway. 

"The Austin League believes such a step is not only away 
from good government, but is a direct violation of our program item 
demanding a considered, carefully thought-out two year study result-
ing in a comprehensive revision. Now it would still be possible for 
the League to disregard the profound implications of the step contem­
plated, i.e., taking control of primary elections away from state 
statutes. In this case, the League would disregard that step, take no 
stand on it, and continue to hammer away for a secret ballot bill, 
voluntarily blindine itsel f to the fact that it was working for a ghost. 

"The Austin League urges that some way be found for tl:!e 
League to work for the real meaning and substance of an election law 
reform; that the League be free to work in the Legislature ~or so~e­
thing real and fundamental, rather than be bound by strict interpre­
tation of phrases to ignoring a vital issue while it works for a ghost. 
In other words, we want to fight a hasty and ill-considered move to 
take the primary out of state law, so that we will then be free to 
work for a~l revision and a~l secret ballot." 



PROPOSED BI-LA 
of the 

TE "" LEAGUE OF \: 0 JEN VOT RS 

ARTICLE I 
~ 

Seption ! •· The name of thia organization slu.ill be the Texas ngu.e 
ot omen Voters . It shill be nft1.1ated ith th National LeaguG ot 
l omen Voters . 

.ARTICLE II 
O_bject WlS!, Policy 

Stction l• Obj ct. The object or the exas l.eague or 1 omen Vot rs 
shall bo to pro ote l>Olitical education thru active participation of 
citizen~ in gov rnment. 

(Alternative - to develop an intelligent and active 
lectorote.) 

Sostion 2. Polley. The Texas League of .o~en Voters shall not ally 
itself [th nor s~pp~rt any political party, but it may indorGe and 
spon.,or measures and p<',11c1es. It urges ev~ry t1omen to beco e a 
qualified voter. 

ARTICLE III 
,., :ioorshin 

Sf,!ct!oo !• embership . The cmb ruhip of the Texas Lo gua of Vfomen 
Voters shall consist of embers of aftiliat d loeel L gues1 of vhich 
there may be but one in e ch city·or tov,n, and oemb rs- at-inrge • . 
pecti9n ~. Elic1b111ty. Any wo en ov r twenty years or age who sub­
scribes to the object nnd policy of th League shnll be eligible for 
r.ie oorship. 

(This is recommended by National, but l feel it belong 
in local By-Lms rather than h re, and I recom .end its 
o ission. ) · 

·estton J. ~e bers-at-Large. Any women ov~r twenty ye rs of ago 
living in col!Il!l nity here there is no orsan~z d League of. \o en 
Voter may become a ,e oor-at- larg of the Texas League by subscribing 
to its purpos and policy and by p y1ng to tho State traesurer annual 
dues or two dolln1·s. 

§ect1on 4. Mf111at1on of Local Le gues . The Stnte ardor Directors 
shall set up and maintain affiliation standards, and sh 11 respon-
sible for th recognitio of ne local Leagu s. ~he Board, by n three 
fourths vote, mny nithdrnw recognition from any local Looeue for failur 
to moet the conditions or affiliation, for the non-paymPnt of its pledge, 
or tor the co ission of acts contrary to the declared obj ct, policy, 
or pro0ram or the Texas League, provided that hearing bas ooen granted 
to the pros1dent and delegates of su h loe~l League. 
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Ji TICLE IV 
Officcra ~Dd pirec£ot§ 

§@st1on l• Officers. The officers of the Tex s League shall be o 
pr si~ent, three vice presidents, a secretru•y, ond a tre.surcr, nll 
elected for n term of t\o years. The president, seer tar, and second 
vice p:r sident thall be elected in the even nurnb red year; the f'ir~t 
and third vice pres1~ents .nd treasurer in the odd numlwred yea.rs . 

Section g. Directors. There shall oo· thr e directors, electod tor a 
term oft o y r, one of ·,hom shall be elected in the even numbered 
y rs, Ad to in tho odd numbered years. 

S§ction 3.. ~"or the purpose or inaugurating this stagg red election 
system all otfic ro and directors ahall be elected at the 1944 State 
Conven!ion. The president, secretary, second vice president and one 
director shall be elect d for a ter of two y nrs; the first and third 
vice presidents, treasurer ond to directors for a one year ter only. 
At the 1945 Convention the la~t na·r.ed 111 bo elected for two year 
term~, as prescribed in Sections land 2. 

(This section can be eliminated fro::n the By-La\S after the 
1945 Convention. ) 

AR'l'ICLE V 
Boarg $2t pj.rector§ 

§9st1on l• Compo$1tion and Authority. The offic rs, director, and 
chairmen or r-tanding co~ 1.tte s shall constitut .a Board of Directors 
hich shall transact the eene1·al businens of the Le gu b tween 

eonventioris. 

Soct1on ,a. Comrli ttees. Tho .Board of D,1.~ectors shall deoignate chair-
n of whatev r ..,tand111g co 1ttees ay be nee S.>Gr) to c rry on the 

uork of the League. 

§e~i1on 3. eetings. The Bo rd shall hold at least tour reeu.lar 
meeine;s annually, including e. pre- convention and post-convention 
eet1ns. Spec1nl aetincs may be called by the pr sident or by a 

rmjority of the' .Eo rd. 

s1ction 4. Quorum. ~embers ~~esent shall constitute a quorum provided 
a l mcrnb rs are notified 1n writing on ' ek prior to t. e O!ting . 

Section .2• Duty or e bers • • It shall bEt tha duty of memb rs of the 
Board of Directors to attend all meetings or the Board. Failure to 
attend a majority of the meo•ings in th first y ar of tenure shall 
create a vacancy in that office . 

Section~. Vacancies. ~he Board shall have pov1er to fill all va­
cnncios which occur bot een -conventions. 

Sectton 2. Executive Cominitt e. tho officers ot the ard shall 
cons itute an ex cutivo co~o1ttce to trans ct urg nt business in the 
int ri of Bonrd meetings, provided that nothing shall done con-
trary to the policy adopt d nt the rumuel convention .nor to any ction 
of the .Bonrd. A majority shell constituto quoru. 
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A'RTICLn: VI 
Finance 

~ ction 1• Fiscal ~ear. The tiscal year shall be fro Aprill thru 
uarch 31. 

Section 2. Budget. The .Bc,ard shall sub~it to the annual convention 
for adoption a budget for the ensu1ne year, including reco~.mendations 
for financing the Lea ue. 

(1'he lant clause csn be omitted if e re going to depend 
( pon pledges tro the locnl Leegues exclusively. ) 

Section l• Treas1rer. !he tr asur~r shall make a dotailed report to 
the Boa.rd or Di.r ~ .ot·s nt all regi1l r .eetings, and an annual report to 
tho conv ntion. 

section!• Audit. The books and records or the treasurer shall be 
audited ya public accountnnt previous to the annul conv ntion. 

ARTICLE VII 
Progrom 

Section l• A State Program or .ork shall be adopted at the convention 
as at o year program, 11th any necessnry od1f1cat1ons per ittcd 1n 
alternate yoara. 4he o rd of Directors shall b' responsible for pre­
parii-ig a proposed pr ogre. and shall sub. it it to the local Leagues 
pr~or to the convention. 

Section z.. The convention by a two thirds vot ay order the con­
siderstion of no ntter for the pro~ram of ork ·hich 1~ n t included 
in the proposed progra~ as submitted by tho Board of Directors. 
Adoption of such proposed ne., r.mtt r shall r quire a two tbiras vote, 
which shall not be t ken on the s·- mo day the ner: matter is resented. 

ARTICLE VIII 
£onvepti01J 

tst on l• Plac and D to. Thero shall b an annual conv ntion held 
teen ~Y land June 31, the exact dcte and plac to be deter ined 

by the Board of Directors. 

eetton a. Represent tin. ~mbers of the Bo.rd of Dir ctors, Md 
loco Le gue preDidents or their alternat s, shall bo del gates and 
shall ech hav one vote. Local Le gues may buve one additional dele­
gate for each ten ~emb rs (in good standing). 

~ectton .3. Dut1eD. The convention shall adopt a budget for the ensuing 
year, adopt a proeram or ~ork, approve tfil1at1on standards ao pro­
scribed by tho oard, el ct officers, ana tran¥nct any other busino~s 
that y oo d med necessary. 

ect o~ 4. Quorum. A majority or nccr dited dolegntes, or eltorn to$, 
pr son and voting, shall con.tituto a quorum to trans.ct convention 
business. ~ · 

Soctiop ~. National Conventions and General Council. Delegates and 
alternates to conv ntions ana eetings or the General Council or the 
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National League of Women Voters shall be appointed by the Board of 
Directors . The president shall have power to fill vacancies which may 
occur in the delegation . 

ARTICLE IX 
Nominations fil:!g Elections 

Section 1, Nominations , There shall be a nominating committee of five 
m~mbers, two from the Board, one of whom shall be chairman and three 
from local ~embership, elected by the Board of Directors at least four 
months before each convention . Immediately thereafter the State 
Secretary shall send the name and address of these members to Board 
members and to local League presidents soliciting suggestions for 
nominees for the offices to be filled, such suggestions to be sent to 
the chairman of the nominatinN committee not later than sixty days 
before convention , Names of nominees selected by the Committee, one 
for each office shall be reported to the Convention one day before the 
el ection , Additional names for each office may be presented from the 
floor when consent of nominees has been obtained . 

Section 2 , Election , Elections shall ~e by ballot , When there is but 
one nominee for any office, the secretary may be instructed to cast the 
ballot for the Convention . 

ARTICLE X 
Duties Qf Officers 

Section 1• The President shall.be chairman of the Board of Directors, 
and the Executive Committee, and ex-officio member of all committees 
except the nominating committee . She shall preside at all meetings 
and perform such other duties as regularly pertain to the office . She 
shal l be empowered to call one or more meetings annually of local 
League presidents, such an assembly to be known as the Presidents' 
Council. 

Section g. The Vice Presidents in the order of their rank, shall, in 
the absence, disability or death of the president assume all the duties 
of that office for the unexpired ter:n. They shall perfo1·m such other 
dut ies as the president or the Board shall designate , 

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep a correct record of the proceedings 
of the Convention, the Board of Directors, and Executive Committee, in 
permanent books provided for that purpose, in which shall also be kept 
a copy of the current By-Laws, the Affiliation Standards, and Standing 
Rules . She shall perform all other duties incident ·to her office and 
deliver to her successor within one 1onth after the annual convention 
all organization records and property in her possession, 

Sectiop ! , The Treasurer shall collect and receive all funds of the 
organization; shall deposit them in a bank approved by the Boe.rd, and 
shall disburse them only upon order of the Board or president, or in 
accordance with the adopted budget. She shall keep a full and accur~ord 
of all receipts and disbursements, and deliver to her successor withfn' 
one month after the annual convention all records and property in her 
possession, 
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ARTlCLE XI 
Amendments 

These By-Laws may be amended by a two thirds vote of those present and 
voting at any convention, such amendments h v1ng been approved by the 
board and notice of the subject matter having been given to the af­
filiated local Leagues at least thirty days in advance. 

ARTICLE :XII 
Parliamentary Procedure 

The rules contained in Rob~rts Rules of Order Revised shall govern the 
organization.when not in conflict with these By-Laus. 



emo T > Bu.i.letin Cbni 

From • • 1· dner, Jr . 
eoident 

· r tb esi ent 

:r..:ember 01"' the Nerti ::mn1 B rd nna f the Tox o B Ju1 like 
to rec ive your bulletins. It iG n e sy and pl s t ay t kno 
what is goi on in e ch loc l Le o. Ir you oan af"ford: it,ple ae 
send the bulletins direct, otherwise encl n JilaI\Y copies y 
spare to both of 1c s . 

League muil.ing llst ar con:f'i nti l. 
Th lLW want seven copie sent to the o rice e e ch to the 

'Board members listed, 

Z7 N. Linden VQilU, H ighland Park, Illinois 
John G. Lee, Old ountain Ro , Farmington, Connecticut 
Daniel • Earley, 6956 Belmont v • , Cincinnati 24, Ohio 

Mrsl. .H. etor on, 304 inceton Ave., adiaon, isconain 
ra. Harold D. Dyke, 204 Robineau oad, Syr cuse 4, Uo 'i Yox·k 
rra. George H. ols, 3a3 ion ve., 111 V lley, Ca.11.f rnia. 

s. Charl. a • H ming, 1010 5th ve.; N'/York Ci-cy 16, N.Y. 
s Tom Ragl d, 1525 Riv rview Rod., Chattnnoo a, Tennoeaee 

~s. aurice • ollak, 605 Bronaon Lwle, lighland Par .. , Illinois 

Texas Board 
?Jrs. • • o mscomb , 1420 l C o iv , l • l , Texao 

• G .n. Gill, La?:ru:•que, Tex a 
Ura . J •• Dr·dner,Jr., 420 Cro t•ood ivo, r .orth 7, T s 
rs. Frod P . Dodt e, 2625 Lake ..>h r , 1--t Arthur, Tex s 
:irs. L •• Adkins, ll8 ordham, Houston5, Texna 

Mra. Burton t c ollW!l, 2949 Chevy Chase • Roust n G, ex 
iss Sarah Daniela, ~902 ind or ve. Dalla 5, T x s P.O.Box 3l l 
s. D. Bailey Cc..lvin, 1516 Avenue H , G lve t n, Texas 
s. John K. ea.do s, 904 Garn r, ustin 22, TCXD.s 
s Elioo Street, 3115 .Reba Drivo,Houaton,6, T s 

11rs m. ockho.u an, R.2 Box 366 F, San ntonio l., T 

Local. Presidents: 
!1rs. Donald S. Strong,, OOS Lflfeyette, u tin 22, ii· x 
I ro. ll •• Tr xler, 3509 Purdue, U , Tex 
r:r . i1.t5,1,1,ld Dc.vid B. Trcumnell, 3908 l ontic llo Dr. F rt orth ':I. T~x 
Mrs Reymond Greg ry, 1419 24th st., Galvo ton, Texa 
~r •• F rd orris, ig34 ddioon d. , Hu tons, Tcxus 

s . C a. Bl..o.ir, - ~ar ue, Tex 
Mra John J. Redfern Jr., B x 921, idl.Elnd, :i. ex 

Fred • D e, 2626 Lake Shor Dr., ort Arthur, T x s 
• Jam a C n~, 524 ahvill , Port Arthur, T x s 

Jr • Geo. H. mt.h, 210 • cnr n t.., ljUJl ntonio , Tex 
• J.H. cCullo h, n02 ~ c nd t. •t Tex a City, Taxus 

·1s Christino Roebuck, B oc 3616, TSC i Dent n,Texao 
iss KatlV Bl ood, 2613 icbi , uatin, Tex 



Dear State Board member: 

In two separate packages I have mailed you the following at.:. 
erial from the 4ational Leaguo. In onG package: 

1. 11Your Part in a Discussion11 

2. "Suggestions for Se1ziilg Our Second Chance" 

3. Co pleto set of nited Nations campaign plans 

In tho other package: 

1. Copi s of !iss Struss' letters to local und state presidents~ 
v,ith enclosures, dated October 20, December 4, Deco ber 5 and Dec­
ember 20, 1944, and January 19 and 24, 1945. (Under the letter 
terviC".c rocently eotabliched by the National Board 't'- a;e now re­
ceiving auto tic lly 15 copies of all of 'i!.>s Strat:. s' letters to 
locul nd :;to.tc pres don ts, for diot:!.~ibution amon our sta tc board 
members. This is s plendld innovation, I thinlt. 

2. Proposed By-la,s of the rational League of omen Voters. (Because 
there t 111 be no Na tionnl convention this year the deadline on re­
commendations xeg·rding the by-las h~s been extended to Juno 1st. 
I suggest that re all ponder those by-laws chang:." and each of us 
send in her own recommendations, rhich will supplement Augu!.ta 
Ptreet's e.cellent ~eport which w s pr l~cnted t o the Board reoeting 
l 0 st week. Al§o, nlense teJ 1 your loct:il lenmw of the change in 
deadline and f{lt th~ m to, £,pn~ider, thes bl-1. ,s coref llX and sf'ng 
p; the~r recommnnctation§. If they ~avor increa~od direct contact 
bet een Natlonal and local leagues they should .1ve !lpecial consid­
arntion to pl!!ns £or financing it. Add1t1onalcoplos of tho proposed 
by-le scan be ootained from ss Jean E. cnton at the National 
League - ff ice, and a parently are free. Mr • G. li. Gill, LaJ .. arque, 
has n re extra copies of the by-laws .hich are available if requested. 

3. ilational Leacuc noa~d of Directors, Jan. 1945 

4. 'ailing list for local b1lletins , Jnn. 1945. (Can you see to it 
that your local league sende1 its bulletins as requested on thts 
sheet? lt is ideal if J.7 copies co.n bo (• ,nt, but re,ver than that 
ould al .. o bo very acceptable. ; nd he s;t,g;tc ,office ?.C .tld nlwaxs 

). 1te,..A. cop;y: for its files too. 

I as very much impres& ed by Miss Strauss' letters nd the en­
closures. 7'bey give a bonutifully connected pic ture of National League 
thinking and planning for tho nited nations organizati">n ~a. pn.ign nnd 
contain many ideas for little jobs which· c can all do, ~uch a" clipping 
and sendinG to the ~ational Leaguo office favorable no .spaper statencnts 
--ed1 torit.ls, ''columns•: letterc t c editor~;, etc .---on congres~ional re­
organization, abolishing t";·10-thirds treaty ratification, Bl-etton \ oods 
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agreement and other phases of the United Nations campaign. 

t'iss Strauss' letter of January 24th is a REQUEFT FOR AC'TION 
on two-thirds Senato treaty rt ficat1on. This letter uent direct fro~ 
the National to nll local leam.10 p:rosidcnts. •-c should all sen_ tha.t 
this reo.!.1£._~..! action is heoded 1n our local Jnppue. Requests for 
acticm will pl'obably be coming quite frequently nov,, and thoy will 
al\ays go airect to local leagues from tho lational, so will ouch of 
you please undertake tho conti.~uing resp~ns1billty of seeing that your 
local lear,ue actr- on those requests. 

Ur!:!. Gill h:ir one or tw extra copies of the letters !'rom 
Jisn Strauss cf Octob r 20, December 5, Dcco·aber 20, January 19 and 
January 24. ltho Nation~l sends us these additional copien for dis­
tribution t~ st..,tc bo~rd "'ember!l only, I ac. sure there ould he no 
objection to o:~trn copies bcin, di::.po:.:ecl of outridc the Hoard if they 
would fill a rel neen. J. think thct the United 'at1ons canp~ign 
ch~irmn 01' a. loc:il leu uc. fo:r in~ta1ce~ ::ii ht be rcatly 1elpcd by 
these lette:r.·. Reguerts should be fient to r::,. C-111 at L 'arGne. 

In ccordancc '.Vi th ~a::-d a,...tion lnst ·-eek 1 have wr 1 tten 
local leneue esid nts that rs. G!ll till be nitcd 'ationz Campaign 
chairM"'n fr the st-te lea.,,ue .. I hn 1f' also turned ver to her our sur­
plus supply of the r-rational I s publi~ t1onn ""nd ha·v"e notified the Nat-
1dlnal to s nd f t,1r"" rders d1.ro t to La?! rq e f ... d .etributi n ;fro:n 
thero r ther than from the ttate offic • In order not o brerk the 
arduously created habit cf h,.vinc loc 1 1€ ... uos uply to the state of­
fice for ny help from the 5tate league, I will not notify local leagues 
of t a.bov r:.hangc ir.1. distribution methods for National public:ntions. 
Hequestc f .,r material f om local lea ue~ v:ill be tur1,ed over to rs. 
G:t.11; but ns there re. not likely to be mr:.ny of them I hope tllat we 
can preserve our hard-1on advantage of centralization of reque~ts to 
the st&tc league in the state league office TThile at th ..,amc time en­
joying th advantage of deccntral1zat1cn. 

Will the ota te Convention corn.mi ttee-... t1:r ::; • .Adkins and .lr1..» . Brock 
h:tusen--please hold off on □a.king any arrangements for awhile. until I 
can get further information regarding thl'.? probable adjournment dato of 
the Legislature. Mr. Markle is su:re that the Legislature c:anno~ adjourn 
before Juno 15th, but I rJant to get other opinions for. as di~cusscd 
in the Bonrd meeting la~ t noe_!~, suC!cessful timing of our stuto lco.gue 
convention depends a great deal unon tho Legislature'~ ndjourniocnt 
date. yet we all agreed that a ,Tu.no convention is in rao~t !'O!'!pects less 
preferable than a ~ay convention. 

Yours, 

~f3 
President 

• 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

;. 

6. 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE LEAGUE SECRET BALLOT BILL AND REPRESENTA­

TIVE SMITH'S SECRET BALLOT BILL 

League Bill 

H.B,36 and s.p.48 

For general election ballots, 
perforate a stub 1/211 x 3" in size, 
in the upper right hand corner of 
the ballot; and for primary elec­
tion ballots, perforate a stub 
1/2" deep for the whole width of 
the ballot. 

On the back of the perforated 
stub, number the ballots conse­
cutively, beginning with No. 1 
for each precinct. · 

The serial number is the only 
mar~ appearing on the perforated 
stub. 

The presiding election judge 
signs the back of the ballot 
only once. 

When delivering the marked ballot 
to the election judge, the judge 
tears off thG stub carrying the 
serial number. 

Does not mention Article 3009. 

Smith Bill 

H.B. 140 

1. For all elections, divide 
the ballot into two sec­
tions by means of perfor­
ations. The perforations 
are to extend the whole 
width of the ballot, but 
their distance from the 
top edge of the ballot is 
not specified. 

2. On the top section (exact 
location not specified) num­
ber the ballots consecutively, 
beginning with 1-Io. 1 for each 
precinct. 

3. The top section of the ballot 
shall contain a place for the 
signature, address and voting 
precinct or the voter, to-

. gether with a certification 
of eligibility to vote. In­
structions .regarding marking 
the ballot snail also be 
printed on the top section. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The presiding election judge 
signs the back of the ballot 
twice--once on the top section 
and once on the · lower section. 

When delivering the marked 
ballot to the election judge, 
the voter tears off the top 
section bearing the serial 
number. 

Expressly repeals Article 3009 
of the election laws which 
forbids the voter liaving a 
marked ballot or paper 1n the 
polling place. 
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.April 9, 194-S 

r St te. Board MEmb~r~ 

I hope cnch of you b e comfortQ.blc chair handy to oin· into 
a1> you read this, for 'I sure you ill lb~ urpriaed at th ne in 
this ltl tt~r .' '.lllf ro\mecomb D a.r , p cting baby in v b('r; and 
1 h~rct.orr rc~i nin trom ~~< a te pr oidEncy, efftctiT April 
~5th, Bnd from th~ tate l~Ci l tive ch irmanship, ff ctiv~ b~tor 
th(l> 5th I hope. ecordinc to our by•lo.w our f1rnt vicc-pr<ioid nt, 

nie Lauri~ Gill, ucc~edo m, and l know ~t under her lE4dera,ip 
th< S t te tc i:;ue 1.-ill be in excellent handa. In ord r th t our nt. 
prc:;oident may h v an opportunity to catch her bre th and ,ork :into 
things ov~r pt:riod or time in t d. ot all t once, ~ th.ought ia 
to transfer rr-PidcntiaJ. ff~ir~ to her r ther gradu~lly bEtWcfn no 
nd thf' 25th. In th3.t way I think we CW'l make th tra.n f £'l'- orderly 

and a aay o n1bl for :t)oth of uo. Items which I m trMoferring 
to n1C" I,a.urie i th thi l ttf?r are; com lt;tion or arran,:;em<:nto 'f'or 
our s.rt in t."ir Genf'r 1 Council in ··aohington in arly ~ y; state con­
vention; nd thE recently received Request for Action from thf" .!a i n 
re ardin., r~tton oods. l m.~ntion tht!ee beca.uee I am ur~ she 1 1 
WMt your idP. a and euggcstions :rf!ga.rding tht') first o items and ill 
~f' no ·in Cor your coo1>cru tion 1th tho t h ird item ~ spon P r -
mtiinder or ur copi a of the . cquts ar received. Since timo in 
pr ooing l thou ht I could euu-t th~ bw.:i rolling and n£ h~lnfuJ to 
M"'ie I.a\lri by mentioning the 1tems. (Re ardin the Gener 1 Co·ncil, 
I m-ote to the ~ ional reserving two rooms for xac dElcgat s ,and 
~xpreeoing my oorro a no b~ing blo to tt~nd th Council). 

All vo teo arc in. Md the Doll.rd ie· unanir:o oJ.y: in tavcr of ]')• 
pointing Juliette Erockhauocm a our n \1 t tc tr a.surer. 1th sr at 
ea tisf c tion I tbc-refo.r~ announce rs. l3rockh uo r1 • a appo in taltcn t. T1i th 
thi' tr nofer f th trf "surer's duti ob~ mad~ to h~r as oon a 
io ~onv~ni~nt ~or b~rnclf and n. rcCollum. I know I am exnreeaing 
th thoughts of the wbol oard when l take this op ortuni;t,y to iJiTe 
our h( ·r tf l t th~ks to J esoi 7cCollnm or th ondertul st1rvicrc shfi 
h r€ndcr( d +h Gtatc- Lf: guti e trc surer and Doard memb r. I 1am 
very 1 ad 1.l Bo. and gnin .t knon th t I am pen.kine for tho whol~ 
oard, te vml come a. ~ro ckhaus n G our new tr a.surer nd worthy 
ucc~r,nor of fas. cCollum. 

I very ple a~d to a.nnounc also th~t llrs. cCollum, chairman, 
8 tret1t a.nd 'rs. Ad.k,i.na arc, s · e the -' udge,t Commi tt~e .-lu.ch 
CD ring the St:.t Le u u pre nt tion to th. atute 

ention. t~ntative bu t t d to th Loc.u Prceidenta t 
Counci r P-ntly hflld in uo ll received, sayo the D:i.ll 
Le rru~ ~r 16ent. 

ith reuard to s state lcsi.al t.ive ch irman I 
liave rritt~n 1-taily 1o Strons. of ntin, in he ' C n•~nt to my 
r co nding that the S tE Board point her to 'be l iel tive ho.ir-
m.an • .And if he i illina to . cc~pt th o.ignmen• I do heartily 
racommnna h 1nt:.tcnt to tho no ait.ion on either ehort-ten, or 
long-t rm b sh 1oheo, nd either ith or i hout StatP ~o rd' 
m~ er h ip, r~r r . ( '1h co J)l."+ion of th r o nt ecr~t 



ctivi ty ,ould be the obort-ter I iSZ'Jm€nt, and the long-tel" 
tnt would includ, in ddition to tru.t, makin l e tor tat 

l inl tive actiTi 4y for eubctiooion to thf> Doard nnd a te convention 
and puttin tho:i into opcr ticn .as th Bo rd ,ur(:cte until thE expir­
ation of htl" tErm in June, 1946, h n the prtet:nt tr o of ll St£\t<: 
Bo rd cml>cra oxpir..,.) If mily Jo ia willing to be ·et t logiol tiY< 
ch irma.n :nd i ~ <,;o the poei tion to c;;.rry itb it cmbt:r obip on the 
S+ tc :Ho rd , 1 think it will ,, dvan t-GSc: to th F.oard. ci to the 
lfCiGl ive ro'gr # and Ir el. a.lo th tit is about tho only mans 
, h v for a mp(.·nu tins in Wly measure for vc ry difficult and i -
or nt J • 1her for , I ~ 1 that on 11 ccunta the ch i:rmwu:hip 

ahoUld c-xrry ith i te boai-d cm erebip if l-naily Jo antn it t~. 

re crucial to our legial ive activi y, 
i r: 00 ane o much in dfttf-'r. ining th,, e 1ce~o or 

f ilt1rt o;p • 1 Sf'cret ballot, I n. t!lkin th lbt r y o"' aokin~ you 
to vnte now on lmily Jo's pointm~n+ in the hope th~t he is willing 
to ccen the -poai tiQn of ■ ti:Lt 1 ifll tive ch irrn.an. 'ill you , 
thcr for~. nlf.' er fill out nd return ipmi di t(';ly the (incl on('id oetal 
c rd, with the: under t ndins thu.t your vote bEicomos oporativ en y if 

mi y J i ~illing fo acce t the ot tel is ative h innanohi. 
lh nk you. 

Our lcg i l~tiTf.' situation. brid"ly, io thio. At thf.• timo or 
the st t board mectine lot ianuary consi er bly lese thA~ half of 
th rre i 1 toTs ha;d be£:n pE:roonally intcrvi<wed , but since then fal.11 
€XC~pt bout fiTe Senator u.nd t1T~ Rcprcocntati veo hav be n neen, 
o ing ta tht: ~·ol':k of Jiso 'a.rgaret l=hill ips and her co ittett in Aua­
tin, tht statf lesial tiv~ cQrnmitte~. o'ther sta e board member, and 
th~ local r~aid~nts' council. !lhe probl~m now ts toge the bill 
out (,)n thn floor in th<: s, natf' nd House, and th~t rt gu1rea a gre- t 
dt·a.l or f:'ffor t. for the et:lltmdnr n of both houa( • re cxee tionally 
c'r('lwded 1ncl the Gp~ kt:r SE!mo ra~er unf Tor ble to our t fforta••hia 
introduction of th~ local prenidentn' del~g tion eek ~cfore lat as 
almoGt cold. Sarah Daniela, lmily Jo Gtrong and ies Fhillipo are 
mt1r:ting in wstin on the 11th to discuaa th situatior.i Ylith opriaen-

ativee kl and Smith nnd Rr.ed of Dalla& d to t lee 1m t u.ction 
ae,o~ ~iB~. 0th€r m~mbcre of th~ atat~ legislative committe~ will go 
to Aun tin t,r.w fol lo ing •~ek if (lesir bl e. Sar h h u r.curf!d admir­
b'tfi nu l ici~y for thf:I oPor~t b llot in Beveral '!.'ex a new p :pern. and 
he cli:ppinas ha.VP jU!lt egun o come in :from the • of Tex n Clipping 

<l!trvic<. So f,a.r 'f!t h v had ditori e 1n thl'! l!>Emple rlegram, tbe 
0-r.i.l ve ton _!ll, th reluco p3p'1r, tlrn Pig Springe :p pf?r. th AUotin 
.Jl'l.ily exan, r, Lufkin t" t:1 nd. th~ ryan .ia~1f'1 (Vfhose editorial 
nl!l'\o t to eolumnB long):--fl't~re h~vc b~~n ii;o-ar iclee in ~rt 
orth nd l!ouBton p n~r also. 

Voure, 



April 14, 194 5' 

Dear State Board Member: 

'l'he first running of this letter went out on the 11th to the 
State Board members whose duties would be most affected by the news 
that the Brownacombes are expecting a baby in November, and that I am 
therefore resigning from the state presidency, effective April 25th, 
and from the state legislative chairmanship effective as of now. '.Ihe 
second running of this letter has been delayed by house guests and more 
pressing League business, but I believe all of you have heard the main 
news of this letter by now. 

According to our by-laws our first vice-president, Annie Laurie 
Gill, succeeds me, and I know that under her leadership the State League 
will be in excellent hands. In order that our new president may have 
an opportunity to catch her breath and work into things over a period 
of time insteati of all at once, my thought is to transfer presidential 
affairs to her rather gradually between now and the 25th. In that way 
I _think we can make the transfer orderly and as easy as possible for 
both of us. Items which I have already transferred to Annie Laurie 
are: completion of arrangements for our part in the General Council 
in Washington in early May; state convention; and the recently received 
Request for Action from the National regarding Bretton Woods. 

All votes are in, and the Board is unanimously in favor of ap­
pointing Juliette Brockhauaen as our new state treasurer. With great 
satisfaction I therefore announce Mrs. · Brockhausen's appointment, with 
the transfer of the treasurer's duties to be made to her ae soon as is 
convenient for herself and Mrs. McCollum. I know I am expressing the 
tthoughts of the whol~ Board when I take this opportunity to give our 
heartfelt thanks to Jessie McCollum for the wonderful service she has 
rendered the State League as treasurer and Board member. I am very 
glad also, and a.gain I know that I am speaking for the whole Board, to 
welcome Mrs. Brockhausen as our new treasurer a.nd a worthy successor of 
Mrs. McColl um. 

I am very pleased to announce also that Mrs. McCollum, chairman, 
Mrs. Street a.nd Mrs. Adkins are serving as ~~e Budget Committee which 
is preparing the State League budget for presentation to the state con­
vention. A tentative budget was presented to the Local Presidents' 
Council recently held in Austin and was well received, says the Dallas 
League president. 

With r .egard to my successor as state legislative chairman I had 
hoped to secure .l!mily Jo Strong, of Austin, but she has declined the 
nomination to thP chairmanship because, with the two children and all, 
she cannot give the work the necessary time. Al ice Kilman would be an 
ideal chairman, but with all the work she has as Houston League presi­
dent I simply haven't the nerve to suggest that she undertake this ad­
ditional assignment. '!he alternative seems to be for the state legia­
lati ve committee to proceed without a chairman, with ea.oh member work­
ing along her own line and keeping in very close touch with all other 
members of the committee. For example, Sarah Daniela has been doing 
publicity and will continue to do so, Jimily Jo and Margaret Phillipa 
are watching the si tuat.ion in Austin, A.1 ice Kilman and Doloretl Adkins 
have also had their eyes on the Legislature and have contributed very 
good ideas on procedure, various members of the state legislative com­
mittee can go to Austin on occasion. With all the committee members so 



interested in getting the secret ballot bill passed and so willing 
to do whatever is necessary to achieve that, I am sure that this is 
one time when a committee without a chairman will do a splendid job, 
altl10 efficiency experts do shake their heads at that typ£ of organi­
zation.• 

'lhe next two weeks are crucial to our legislative activity. 
'lhe situation now, briefly, is this . At the time of the state board 
meeting last January considerably less than half of the legislators had 
been personally interviewed, but since then all except about five Sen­
ators and five Representatives have been seen, some of them more than 
once, owing to the work of Mias Margaret Phillips and her committee in 
Austin, the state legi slative committee, other state board members, and 
the local presidents' council~ '!he problem now is to get the bill out 
on the floor in the Senate and House, and that requires a great deal of 
effort, for the calendars of both are exceptionally crowded and the 
Speaker seems rat.her unfavorable to our efforts--his introduction of the 
local presidents' delegation week before last was almost cold. Sarah 
Daniels went to Austin lh±s week, where she consulted with Representa­
tives Markle and Reed of Dallas about the situation, discussed things 
with ]mily Jo and Margaret Phillipa, did good work in the Senate, and 
ca.me back with a. pla.n of action in mind which should do as much as we 
can toward getting the bill out on the floor. Sarah has secured admir­
able publicity for the secret ballot in several Texas newspapers, and 
the clippings have just begun to come in from the u. of Texas Clipping 
Service. So far we have had editorials in the Temple Telegram, the 
Galveston ~.the Weslaco paper, the Big Springs paper, the &uatin 
Daily Texan, the Lufkin~. the Bryan F.a.gle (whose editorial was al­
most two columns long) and the Houston Poat. 'lhere have been news 
ar ti cl ea in Fort Worth a.nd Hou a ton papersal so. 

Yours, 

.Elizabeth F. Brownscombe 



~ am in favor of One Year's Compulsory Military Training. ff' 
I am apposed to One Year's Compulsory Military Training.cJ / 

I am in favor of adding Compulsory Militar y Training to the League's Active List. f 
I am apposed to adding Compulsory Military Training to the League's Active List.~ 

I am in favor of removing No. 5 from the League's Active List./~ 
I am apposed to remov:mg No. 5 from th:! League's Active List.-9--



Memo tos State Board Members 

Re: Requested changes in the National program of work 

From: Elizabeth F. Dronnscombe 

In early arch 1ss Strauss' letter containing two proposals 
for modification of the National League program, to be considered 
at the General Council meeting next month, was sent to all state 
board embers. Expressions of the attitude of several of you have 
come in, but I have not yet heard frora all Board members, and I am 
sure our delegates to the General Council would like to know how 
each of you feels about these proposed modific~tions--addition of 
an item on compulsory military training to the Active List, and 
removal ot Item 5 on the present Active List. 

At the Local Presidents' Council meeting in Austin three weeks 
ago these proposed modifications were used as the basis of a short 
exposition and discussion on the local leagues' part 1n making the 
National League program. Each delegate took back to her local 
league the two proposals for modification, with the understanding 
that either the general membership of her local league or the 
Board of Directors were to discuss the proposed changes and vote 
on the~ during April, in time for the restuts to be of value to 
our delegates to the General Council. 

The Dallas League had a meeting this ,orning on these proposed 
changes. It took the form of a debate on the merits and de er its 
of compulsory military training itselfJ a talk on the advisability. 
of adding the compulsory military training item to the League pro­
gram1 no matter what one's feeling about compulsory military train­
ing itself; and a talk on the advisability of removing the present 
Item; trom the program. The two points of view on program length 
were brought out--long versus short--and with regard to Item 5 the 
additional consideration was advanced1 of which as most truly rep­
resentative of the opinion of the whoie League, the large delegate 
body which last year at the National Convention approved Item;, 
or the small delog~te body, the General Council, which this year 
is asked to remove the item. The vote was as follows (yes, it was 
by secret ballot): 

25% of the meeting favored compulsory military training in itself; 
75~ opposed it. 23~ of the meeting favored adding compulsory r.1111-
tary training to the League's Active List; 77~ opposed it. b6 2/3% 
or the meeting favored removing Item f from the League's Active List; 
33 1/3~ opposed it. So the Dallas League is against compulsory mili­
tary training itself; against having it on the National program; and 
in favor of removing Item 5 from the program. 

How do your local leagues feel about these issues? 



/ 
April ~. l~S 

llEilO ro: State Eoard •••bera 

Rl: Le; ielati'V'e chairman; local pr~sidents • council 

FRO 1-lizabeth Y. Dro,msoombe 

I,•51alativf'! ,ehair1!2all: 

I Ul Yery happy to announce that Ure. Li Kilman , of Hou•ton, 
baa expreeae4 her w1llinsr,eee to be State Legialat1ve chairman and 
have charge of continuing the campaign for the secret ballot, which 
ha• praotical.ly r~&ched 1te oliMx. Alice Kilman neede no introduo­
tion to any of you, I am sure - abe h • been doing excellent work 
tor our bill 'for WlllY aonths, and we are indef!d f'or tunate to haTe the · 
b~netit of her very ext£nsive leaiel tive knowledget contact• and 
~~erienc • lt givea me great pleaaui-c, to recoamEnd to the Board 
tlla.t llra. Kil.man be ap.J>Ointed State Legial~tive chairman a.nd a me•-
be:r of the State Board of the T. L. W. v. Plca•e till out and re-
turn tbe cncloaed poetal card, 111biob ia ddreeeed to a!ra. Gill, who 
will .sauae the e ta~e presidency day tter tomorrow. 

Local :'.Pr~sid~nte• £ounc1l! 

Timf! IIOY~• 10 f&et and· eo much happens 10 quickly that the 
I,ooal Pr"'s1d•nte• Council or thr&e and a half •eeks ago eeema ratht:r 
out- dat~d. but ewer~ all in on the beginnin ~, it and the arrange­
m•nta for it, so I'd lik us &l.l to h Ye the finiah of the story. 

All Collllllen ts on th~ Council are moat enthusiaatic, •i t.h R ec-
1al praise ~or the asend at2d ·the diseuee1on-group type or me~ting 
(Lenor~ l3ra.dner, please take a bow), :ror the lea.derehi of Ht-leri j 
UcCullough. Annie Laut-if': Gill • .!Jnily Jo Strong and Alice Kilman , 
and ~or th exoell~nt re.1>0rte of all th(. preeidfmts and the cnnt.ri-
but1one of each delegate to the diacuaaion. Leagues re reaent~d 
•~re: TSCW Campus, by ion Whittt, their faculty udYieor; ort orth; 
Auatin; San Antonio; Gi4.1Yeaton; noueton; Texas City; Lal!arque; Port ~ 
Ar tbur. Dall •. and the new league of San Ang~lo. ffie only two not 1 
r•:pr anted wer idlartd and ·the Univtrreity of ~xa.e Campus l,eague. 

stenographer took ~ull notes on all th diecuaa1on, boiled 
tht:m down. nd furnished ue with • veral copies ror distribution 
among atate board members. 2herc are not enough tor ~ach on or ua •. 
ao I am making th.: following distribution! a co y t»i Juliette 
Eroclch uecn, to be aaed on to Dorothy ~adowa; a copy for J~aaie 

cCollum, to be eatd on to .Augusta Stre~t &nd to Dolor a Mkina 
and to be kept in Dolores' filee ~• aeor~ta.ry; a coy for L norft 
~radner; B copy for Sara.l'1 Daniela~ .u:id a copy for th~ •t~t~ office 
tilEe. (Kildrre Dodger ad t.he report ben ene wain Dall&& lat 
week, and H~lcn UcCullougn b~e orrcred her oopy to Annie Laurie .:.nd 
Novella if tbEy n~ed it b~for th state office fi+ee arrive in 
Ls.Marqu,.) 

:n.IZABF'ifl'. F. BRO .,com; 



TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
21st AND AV ENU E G 

A fflliot,d with the 
Notional Leo9u, of Women Voters 

F ov Ua Calvtn 

B Pro and Po t Convention 

GA LVESTON, TEXAS 

...tune 6, 1944 
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Tu day• 9:00 a . 0. to noon 
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w~am•stlaf tto:rnoo?\ fhureday morn1na • ttnaa 

tttb3eet to ebru1Ce ~ the 1944-45 4. 



Memo tos State Bo~rd Members 

Re: 'Requested changes in the National program of work 

From: Elizabeth F. Brownscombe 

In early March Miss Strauss' letter containing two proposals 
for modification of the National League program, to be considered 
at the General Council meeting next month, was sent to all state 
board members. Expressions of the attitude of several of you have 
come in, but I have not yet heard from all Board members, and I am 
sure our delegates to the General Council would like to know how 
each of you feels about these· proposed modifications--addition of 
an item on compulsory military training to the Active List, and 
removal of Item 5 on the present Active List. 

At the Local Presidents' Council meeting in Austin three weeks 
ago these proposed modifications were used as the basis of a short 
exposition and discussion on the local leagues' part in making the 
National League program. Each delegate took back to her local 
league the two proposals for ,nodification, with the understanding 
that either the general membership of her local league or the 
Board of Directors were to discuss the proposed changes and vote 
on them during April, in time for the results to be of value to 
our delegates to the General Council. 

The Dallas League had a meeting this morning on these proposed 
changes. It took the form of a debate on the merits and demerits ~ 
of compulsory military training itself; a talk on the advisability 
of adding the compulsory military training item to the League pro- · 
gram, no matter what one's feeling about compulsory military train-
ing itself; and a talk on the advisability of removing the present 
Item 5 from the program. The two points of view on program longth 
were brought out--long versus short--and with regard to Item 5 the 
additional consideration was advancediof which was most truly rep­
resentative of .the opinion of the who e League, the ;aw delegate 
body which last year at the National Conventfon approve Ite~ 5, 
or the s~all delegate body, the General Council, which this year 
is askeci'ro"remove the item. The vote was as follows (yes, it was 
by secret ballot): 

25% of the meeting favored compulsory military training in itself; 
75% opposed it. 23% of the meeting favored adding. compulsory mili­
tary training to the League's Active List; 77% opposed it. 66 2/ 3% 
of the meeting favored removing Item S from the League's Active List ; 
33 1/ 3% opposed it. So the Dallas League is against compulsory mili­
tary training itself; against having it on the National program; and 
in favor of removing Item 5 from the program. 

How do your local leagues feel about these issues? 
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