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TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

AUSTIN, TEXAS

Nctober 20th, 1341

Open Letter to ALl State Doard lembers
(in which the State Pre%ident:\l) Takes stock, 2) draws con-
clusions, and 3) seeks advice.)

Dear Fellow Roard Memhers:
Cection I

At the National Convention in Yew York on #pril %9, 190, I
received the hot-off-the-presz National League pamphlet, T
State Board" at the close of a Clinic on RBoard Planning hel
that evening for members of local, state and national boare
2ince no other ceopies were available then, I tore o1l wnie
first page of this pamphlet and sent it sir-mail specisl to
my new secretary, Miss Stullkin to have coples mane of it and
sent to the members of the State Zoard before the May 1940
RBoard Meeting, my first as State president.

e
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23,

From that time on I have looked upor this pamphlet ag the
League Law and Gospel for the conduct of state Board mestings.

1

I ordered copies to be given to members who were elected to tho

State Board. I admonished 0ld ss well as the nev members to
study this gospel tract with its fine catechism (20 Test
Questions) on the last two pages.

To the two new members on the Dozrd in particular, but te all
in general, I solemnly declare that this five cent pamphlet is
vour indispensable tool (it is helpful to local board member:
also) and should be among vour other '"household helps’ viz

"Know Your Leagye® and "Portrait of the Lzagueh (r=cently re-
printed). No State Board member can do the job e .pected c
without being familiar with the contents of these pamphlets,

;
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In case we have become hawzy mav 1 restate: “hat acceptance of
membersnip on the State Board means?

1. ™illingness to assume State-wids leadership.

2, ™1lingness to wear and live up to continunily the
hadge of Responsibilitw.

3. "illingness to arm ourselves with the Fower which

her

nowledge of the "hole Job-to-be-done gives each of us.
(This may mean at times assuming sn attitude of inter-
est in a department or task nidt crdinarily interesting
to you until you do become sufficiently intsrestec to
nelp in the general plsnning.)

May I restate for emphzsis what our "hole Job is?

1., Our job is szo "to manage the affalrs of thz Texi as
Lesgue that we fuse in =z joint plan - Program, Leglis-
] . g RO = 3 >
lation, Crganization and ¥l
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Here I pause to say that we have a right to be proud of the
progress Te.as League has made., At the Council in May, Miss
Poach named Teras ag one of six states which showed a "stronger
tone” or growth! Our increased capacity to carry out the
League's purpose was rewarded in = manner pleasing to all -
Texas now has a national officer, TS, D. B. Calvin, Naticnal
League of "omen Voters (ecretary.

2. Of the twenty members on the Te:as ZBoard - "ho is re-
sponsible for the Effcecectiveness of the Hparéd as a Whole?
The answer is - All twenty of us!

3. What then 1s the prea dent's job on the Roard?
The answer is - "To Fc cilitate the Board's Job!,

Gection IT

How has the present presinent acted te facilitate the Boardls
Job? Inswer - .

o
o

a, Purnished each Board member at each Board meeting a
typed copy of the sgenda.

b. Worked closely with the State Secretary in making out
agends topics so that between the two of us nothing
important should be over-loockec, so that having some
idea of decisions to be made we should allow enough
time for each topic.

c. First year wrote resumé of each Board meeting anc had
typed copy sent to each State Board member. This year
the State Secretary (and the acting State Secretary)
took care of this duty with president's check-over
only. (I am proud of this vear's Resumés and appre-
ciate the relief given me.

d. Advocated and inaugurated regular and more ireguent
Poard meetings. (ppgrﬁttnd the lay move which cut
them down but zppreciate the September decision which
provided the eztra meeting on November 21, 1841. )

e. Advocated and inaugurated mmetlngs ot longﬂr durgtlon
necessitated by an enlarged and e:panding State League.

f. Restored (if not insugurated) the custom of itting
around a table at every Board meeting to chilltutr
discussion,

g, Formulated routine matters as wuch as was possible.

(Fome State Leaders who have failed to rvpowt on time

or report at all have handicapped this work at times.

Then a leader fails to responcd - after written recuests

sometimes three- then data essential to work has to be

collected at ftate Roard meetings and this should not
happen. Lebt us collect data prior to Board meetingso)

h. Requested frequently that State Chairmen bring (or send
if unable to attendg ritten reports; 1) to save time,
or &) for future veference, or 3) for copylng for gen-
eral distribution.

i. “Fritten numerous letters to stimulate State Chairmentd
perform their respective tasks by offering

1) The help of the State O0ffice,.
2) Suggestions for implementing programs and
carrylng out plans.

g
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Here are some questions I ask and answer personally,
Do I believe the State Epard has shown progress?
Yes, we have made very forward striides in our learning to
think together and to plan 2s 2 whole, :
Can we do a2 better Job con State Planning?
Yes, I have great faith in our ability to show marked im-
provement. I am far from satisfied w»ith my handling of the
job but I am greatly pleased with thz State Boarc'!s per-

sonnel.
Section III
"hat improvements can YOU suggest? Here are mine:

1. 8elf-restraint. (Try not to take up time with wordy di-
gressions or too-long discussions which are relevant but not
very important)

2. Objectivity of mind.

3. Magnanimity.

(These three goals I set for myself this year. Iow far short o
of them I have fallen has left me almost without hope. 3But
these words of the one who furnicshed them, 7alter Lippmenn,
also encourage me: "The display of self-restraint, objsctivity
of nind, and magnanimity are rare indeed in public life., NMe-
chanlcal provisos and limitations are not a real substitute for
consultation, common council and continuing responsibility”.)
Therefore since a ftate Board must be continuzlly accountable
for wise counciling anc planning I suggest:

4, Devise a plan for a small State Board - one capable of
reall™ deliberative action, perhaps 15 members.

("'e need to consider now, I believe, this recommendation which
locks to a greatly exzpanded League, by preparing a recommsndz-
tion to present to the May Convention for action.)

5. Bring written data or recommendations re your particu-
lar job or the RPoard's job ancd leave these reports with the
Secretary, but if possible; sehd same to the State O0ffice a
week prior to the State Boarc meeting.

6. Be prompt in answering all letters. Be beforchand in
ordering material. (e have a big supply of fine pamphlets)

7. Be on time at all Dozard WMeetings. “Then exhausted ask
for brief recess so as to improve your ability to concentrate.

8. Let us endeavor to discover new devises for facilitating
group thinking. Let us watch the tonzs of our voices.

I promise to do better advance planning snd to strive for the
three rare goalsl!

Will you help me by sending vour answer to the question under
Section IIT before November 15th?

Very sincerely

Mary Hsther B, Hill
(Mrs. Claude Hill)



A supplementary message
from the State Gecretary-

Section I

I heartily endorse Y¥prs. Hill's statement of the duties zand
responsibilities of board membership.

Section IX

Having personal knowledge of the State Leuzue only since my
appointment in the Epring I shall only comment on that period,

During the May meeting I offered to serve as a sort of clearing
house between State Roard members and Local League personnel and
have rendered service along this liine whenever it hag been re-
quested. In order to facilitate such service, following the
meeting I promptly notified the proper people in each Leugue of
any action taken by the Board which affected thelr work and also
requested from all Leagues any information not already at hand as
to the official persomnel of each League., In addition I supplied
each member of the State Board with a resumé of the minutes of
the meeting.

Section IXI

1. First and foremost I would stress objectivity of mind -
Let us not be guilty of that fault of most organizations,
especially women's organizations, that 1s, losing sight of
goals, aims, issues in the complecities occassioned by our
several personalities; or of another fault frequently found
in women's groups, that ig, making the organization itself
the end - 211 and be — all, rather than the purposes for
which it e:ists.

P Let us, without being rash, try always to be fearless in

championing as well as defending those issues which we as an

organization have geccepted as part of our aim or purpose.

swvotion to duty,
ple par c..cellence,

by
e
o

3, Inspirational leadership, coupled witl

should always be given acclaim - Z.ar
Mrs. Rainey.

A. Tet us strive for a perfect reporbing record this year:
To have each study group in each Local League at the conclu-
sion of its study project, submit through it's chalrman, &
report to the State Chairman., Then surely the State Roard
could reflect the membership &5 a whole much more adeguately

in its planning.
qsrels for a bigger and better League.

Alice Taylor

o o
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TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

La Marque, Texas
June 12, 1942
Dear Board lMember:

The Presidents Council held in Houston June 8th & § th was attended by
seven local League presidents, one proxy--lrs.Allensworth for Mrs., Smith
of San Antonio, Mrs. Dillan served as Council Sedretary. Mrs. lMc Coll=-
ough is in Florida on a vacation. Mrs. lic Collum attended all Meetings
at the request of the state president. Mrs. Gershinowitz presented the
congreskional campaign and tax campaign plans to the council. The agen-
da covered thef four summer campaigns, By-Laws, finance & Membership,
radio,voters handbook, publications,services to Leagues, and New Leagues.,
Minuets for your information will follow at a later date.

The Houston League Board intertained the council at dinner Monday night.
The Houston Leagues hospitality and arrangments for the Council were lare

' gely responsible for the success pf the peetidmg/ I believe I can report

E?eicogngil as a pleasurable and profitable experience for all who par=
cipated. W '

Wednesday June the 10th, Mrs.Gill and I were guests at an all day board
meeting a the Port Arthur League. It 1s gratigying to report to you
that the Port Arthur League 1s becoming a League-like League. Plans
are in the making for a finance campaign plus the program jobs.

Thursday June the 1lth, through the efforts of lrs. Wampler, MessrsWamp-
ler,Hall, Munds,Brown,and Holloway 8fPort Arthur, Mrs, Gill and I were
entertained as iuncheon guests by a groupe of Beaumont womem who wish-
ed to know about the League of Women Voters. The Beaumont of thirteen
women asked for the organization of a Beaumont League. We explained

our organization proceedure and reviewed the affiliation standards.

The groupg¢ appointed a temporary chairman, lirs. Fortenberryy- a lawyer,
League material will be sent to the groupx immediately. I believe the
board can anticipate a request for membership in the wvery near future.
I heartily the advance efforts of Mrs. Wampler and the ccoperation of
the Port Arthur League. If a request for membership 1s received by the
state office you will be asked to vote by mail on the acceptance of this
groupé. I believe the Texas League will be ¥ery fortunate to have this
%roupd of women assume the leadership in a Beaunont League of Women
oters.

Please keep all communications on file you may be asked to refer back
to earlier communications form the state officé from time to time,

Sincerely yours, .
;%jléélxéziek’ Cid,ﬁlééi»LA\HE_
Mrs., D, Bailey Calvin
President !

NC:DBCJ



ML T 2 1516 Avenue H (or Ball)
'(z“f W Galveston, Texas

C e L Augustl?, 1942
Dean Board Member:

Please note change of address. liost of the noving is over and
it is a fine thing to have behind us.

Re, Bullgétin: Mrs. Taylor has not received z line from any

of the people she asked to contribute to the summer issue of the
bulletin. It is my impression that we must do more and better
planning for the compilation of bulletin material. We,as a

board must plan what we want the bulletin to do for us.

The extreme success of the bulletin last year was due to the
excellent stalf and to the accessibility of material for the stalf.
In your opinion, since we have walted this length of time and
since much material has gone out to the member this summer (through
the extra activity of all local Leagues) should we plan to wait
until immediately following the late September or early October
board meeting to publish the next issue of the bulletin?

Re, election Campaign: Mrs. Taylor has sent to the state office
a news release writtennby Mrs. Strong and Mrs Gardner of Austin.
Mrs. Taylor suggests that it be mwBed as a Texas release. Due to
lack of time I am following that suggestion without consulting
anyone on the board., It is a fine piece of work. CHW'standbys,
llesdames ic Collough, Dillon and Gill are on vacatlon

I hope in the future we can have more state releases.

Will you give your full support to the election efforts planned
by your local League for this week? '

Tax Campaign: I trust all of you have been instnumental in
securing letters by the public sent to Senator Connally re the
Senate war tax bill., You will note by the Papers the progress
of the bill and continue your efforts until the bitter end.

Re, Houston League Success: Most of you¥ remember the Houston
convention of five years ago. The Houston League taught all

of us about the city manager form of government., Five years

ago the Houston League was not successful in their #fforts or

so it seemed at the time, Their success was in sowing the seed.
On Saturday they reaped the harvest. Houston voted fé¥ the city
manager form of govermnment and the ¥gfé€ majority vote was for
it. CONGRATULATIONS HOUSTON LEAGUE!

I am enclosing a letter from liiss Wells., Her letters give me

the necessary shot inthe arm to keep plugging along in this heat

of a Texas summer. I hope it gives you the 1lift it gave to me.
Most sincerely yours,

Mrs., D.Bailey Calvin
President
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100 copies 75¢

Next Year's Taxes
Will They Be Adequate?

It's up to the Senate

What's Wrong with the $6.2 Billion House Bill?

It falls short of the $8.7 billion Treasury program in almost every respect and the Treasury
proposals should have been considered a minimum, not a maximum. Even if the Treasury total
were reached, it would be necessary to borrow close to $50 billion during the next twelve months,

The House not only failed to write a big enough tax bill, but it also rejected all of the
recommendations designed to close loopholes: requirement of mandatory joint income tax re-
turns by husband and wife, taxation of the interest on state and local bonds, and removal of
certain privileges now granted to the owners of mining and oil producing properties. These
provisions would bring in several hundred million dollars,

But probably the most serious defect of both the House bill and the Treasury program lies in
the personal income tax provisions. Neither set of proposals recognizes the need for putting
a brake on inflation by taxing away a large part of the money people have in excess of what can
be spent on the diminishing supply of goods and other services. Under the Treasury program
a married man with two children and a $2500 income would be taxed $118 or about 5% of his
income, under the House bill $80 or only about 3%. In England where strenuous steps have
been taken to drain off excess buying power through taxes, a person in such circumstances
would pay $387 or about 159 of his income plus $143 that will be refunded after the war. And
in Canada the comparable tax will probably be $217 next year plus $218 to be refunded, although
the latter payment will be smaller if the person is making insurance or mortgage or retire-
ment payments.

Is Heavy Taxation Cheaper than Inflation?

Yes. If we do not tax on a very much heavier scale, people will bid against each other for
the limited supply of goods, and the prices of essentials—food, clothing, rent—will go up in
spite of price controls. The dollar will buy less and people will find that it takes most of their
income to supply the basic needs of living and there will be less and less left over for such
items as medical service, savings, education, recreation.

But isn’t this just what heavier taxes will do—Ilimit spending money to essentials like food,
clothing and rent? It is worse, because taxation is more certain in its effects—people can plan
how to adjust themselves since they will have some warning of how much money will be taken
in taxes and how much they will have left to spend, and taxation can be fairer to all groups of
people. Inflation is hard on people with fixed incomes—salaries or pensions—as against those

(OVER)
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receiving wages or business income; it is hard on creditors compared with debtors. Also
inflation increases the cost of the war now and the burden of post-war debt, since everything the
government buys goes up in price.

Is It Necessary to Levy Big Taxes on Small Incomes
in Order to Check Inflation?

Yes. Regardless of the value of certain government expenditures or the efficiency with which
public money is spent, the basic facts continue to be: increased war production means less
production for civilians, fewer goods mean that standards of living for all persons will go
down. If we do not tax everyone heavily, including the low income groups who buy most
of the nation’s diminishing supply of goods, we court inflation.

What About the Sales Tax?

The sales tax would get money from the groups that spend most of their incomes on goods;
the money would be paid in driblets; it might seem more painless to Congress and the tax-
payers than the income tax; it would reach farmers more completely than the income tax.

But the usual form of sales taxation, unlike the income tax, does not allow personal exemptions
or exemptions for dependents. Therefore, a larger proportion of the income is taxed in-families
that spend most of their money on goods. Under a sales tax steep enough to be useful in
checking inflation—perhaps 109, if it were a retail sales tax—a person with a very small income
and many children might pay almost 109, of his income, but under an income tax he would pay
only on the part of his income left after exemptions were deducted and even with a very steep
rate—309, or more—this is easier on the man who has little more than enough to feed and clothe
his family than is the sales tax.

The suggestion has been made, however, that coupons representing the tax reduction secured
from income tax exemptions might be issued to everyone to be used in payment of the sales
tax until they were gone. After that the sales tax would be paid in currency. This idea has
not been widely considered, but it might overcome the basic objection to sales taxation.

A big sales tax either with or without such a coupon feature, may very soon be necessary if
we fail to develop the income tax on an adequate scale.

What Should the Senate Do?

Adopt a more anti-inflationary program than that proposed by the Treasury. This does not
mean substituting a sales tax for the income taxes proposed by the Treasury for the middle
income groups. It means levying in addition to the Treasury proposals, much heavier income
taxes through lower exemptions and steeper rates especially in the lowest income tax brackets,

()

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
726 Jackson Place, Washington, D. C.
MISS MARGUERITE M. WELLS, President

s

or a sales tax.




\TJ N National League of Women Voters
J 726 Jackson Place July 28, 1942
Washington, D. C. nor
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To Press Chairmen: . coPY e

The attached press release on "Next Year's Taxes-—Will They be Adequate? "
has been sent to all papers on our nation-wide mailing list. If it is
not carried within & reasonable time in your papers, will you reissue it
to newspapers in your state, adding a paragraph on your League's plans

for distributing the broadside? This is an important move in the League's
tax campaign.

Virginia M. Mannon
Publiecity Secretary



Press Department

National League of VWomen Voters ’

726 Jackson Place FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Washington, D. C.

July 28, 1942

The National League of Women Voters today charged the U. S. Senate with respon-
sibility for an "adequate" 1942 tax bill and advocated adoption of an anti-inflation-
ary program exceeding the $8.7 billion revenue recommendation proposed by the Treas-
ury .

As the Senate Finance Committee took over jurisdiction of the House tax bill,
$2.5 billion short of the Treasury's proposals, the League threw its weight square-
ly behind a tax program even heavier than the Treasury's, by issuing a broadside
titled "Next Year's Taxes—-liill They Be Adequate? It's Up To The Senatel!" The
League will distribute the leaflet on a national scale as part of its wartime ser- 7
vice of interpreting current governmental issues to the public.

Branding the House of Representatives with failure to write & big enough rev-
enue measure, thg League broadside points out that Senate adoption of a more anti-
inflationary program than that suggested by the Treasury does not mean substitut—
ing a sales tax for the income taxes proposed for middle income groups. "It means
levying in addition to the Treasury proposals much heavier income taxes through
lower exemptions and steeper rates especially in the lowest income tax brackets,
or & sales tax,"

The most serious defect of both the House bill and the Treasury program lies
in the personal income tax provisions, the broadside states. '"Neither set of pro-
posals recognizes the need for putting a brake on inflation by taxing away a large
part of the money people have in excess of what can be spent on the diminishing
supply of goode and services."

The League taskes the position that heavy taxation is "cheaper" than inflation

and that it is necessary to levy big taxes on small incomes in order to check in-

flation. The broadside cites a suggestion regarding a possible sales tax: that
&



coupons representing the tax reduction sceured from income tax exemptions might
be issued to everyone to be used in payment of the sales tax until they are gone;
thereafter the sales tax would be paid in currency. It says a big sales tax——
10 per cent or more--either with or without such a coupon feature, "may very soon

be necessary if we fail to develop the income tax on an adequate scale."



AN APPEAL FOR AN INTELLIGENT VOTE}

"fhe League of Women Voters will seek to eleet a Congress
whick ig capable of dealing witha the problems it will faece,
particularly that of post-war organization for peace. For.
upon this next Congress mey well hang the fate of that King,
oF civilization Tor WALeH We are now pledging Oour Gddas™
ey - eclﬁtﬁ?ﬁhﬂa‘fﬁn& Teague Council, Janl, 1942.

The eleection of a creditable Congressman is the most important
issue before Texas today.

Qur representative should be of the best to be found.
The second best will not do.

In this hour of erisis, the desire of the people for eapable
repregentation must be expressed at the polls on Augnst 223

The League of Women Voters does not endorse
or oppose candidates for public office. It
ig inverested in the gualifications of
candidates and in the lssues tThey will face
in the performance of Their duties.

Qualifications for a Congressuan

Intellectual integrity

Deternination to subordinate
party interest to national interest

A Congressman ghould have Independent Jjudgment
Broad bsekground in eivie affairs

Political sagacity

Four Issues fhat Are Important

WINHING THE WAK.

* Does your candidate's record show that he hae an
understanding of the importance of the outcome of this war?
* Has he ever attempteld to hamstring our national

government's efforte toward preparednecs?
Will he be willing to subordinate personal and minority
#hooneerted effort to win the war?




WRITING THE PEACE.

* A Congressman should have vision and a mature view
of the world, ;

* He should see the need for partieipation by the
United States in the making of plans for world-wikié
reeonstruction,

* He should see the need for a post-war organization
for peaece, which will eventually include all peoples
regardless of race, religion or political persuasion.

* Is your candidate one who will lead us baek into
the isolation of the past or forward to a policy of
international cooperation?

UNITY AT HONE.

# dinning the war demands sacrifice on the part of
all of us: the housewife, the farmer, the professional
worker, the laborer and the business man,

Sacrifice to prevent inflation}
Sacrifice to pey higher taxesl
Snerifice to keep produetion highl

* is your candidate willing %o inspire equal sacrifice,
or will he diserininate in favor of any group?

A MAN WHO WILL BE HEARD,

* Texae is playing a major part in training the

country's fighting men,

#* fie went & Congressman who will maintein this fine

record of vartielpation in the war effort.

* Ve want s man who will take his place in the

nation's Congress with a dignity, integrity, and forecefulness
in keeping with the traditions of our great statel

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters, andhaving
no connection with the eanpaign of any eandidate.
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TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS I
1516 Avenue H
Galveston, Texas

September 9,1942
Dear Beard lMembers |

You will be happy to know th at Miss $ommer11ns will be in
Texas October 5th. Che will stay in the state until October 30th.

Hées Semmerling believes the following will be profitdble ways
to spend the month., I have not n!ﬂ received a"yes,I will visit
all local Leagues{ but I believe the plans cover that point.

Setting up state effiae rautines and proceduresjh
Some time 1n planning tha buard agendag

Hettings with committees on Wartime Serviee, Better Congress
Campaign and fidnancej

Planning any National legislative campaigns that may be in swing
at the time;

; ggisiting local Lunguss with apecial attentian to SGrvics to the
u L3

setéing 1% np if not already 1n operation and following up
problems of unit leaders;

Meetings with local finance and Better Comgress Campaign committees
Following wup any new organizztiond leads ,

Of my statement that the Congress Campaign is a dead issue in Tnxas,
liiss Semmerling has this to sayz

“If I am going to be in Texas I am not going to let the Better Congress
Campaign be a dead issue-=- you can count on that, I know your letter
was written in one of those blackest moments, but I don't believe

that any.of us really expected to have an effect on individual per-
sonnel eYected to the Congress, but I think that what we hoped the
campaign would do would e to havw and effect on the individual boters
and what they expected of their Congress and to give the inBividuals
who are elected a little different idea of what we thought the job

of a Congressman was,

“iiss Dannison has just been looking up some quotations on democracy |
and she found one by Fosdiek which I think is very good--"Democracy }
is based upon the conviection thet there are extraordinary possibilities
in ordinary people," I think that 1is what our Better Congress Campaign
is: To bring out the Extraordinary possibilities in the ordinary
Congressmen which we eleet, I think the campaign is a training job

to make individualse--publiec officials and voters-~do the kind of Jobs
that they have never done before,"

Our board meetings will be held less frequently for the duration.
We should plan to meet for the better part of two days under the
eireunataneet. The laeal Leagua Presidents meeting held on menday

a sda me f ‘he majorit
g&lm aug ara meeting itr Beto bor _S‘- ) 3-- ¥o¢§e hel
in Houston. The meeting will begin at 1: 30 Pem, lionday and will




the Tues uastzan will Qad at 4100P.M, I believe that timing will
£it in wi one's *tation plans.s I will send youmore
explieit intbrna ion later. %his notlee is to ask you to reserve
the 12th and 13th of October for the Te:aa League,

Will all of you be thiaking about the beark meating. Hhat do we

want it to do for us? Do you have any special suggestions? Ve

musy remember that the board meeting sives the state office instruete
ions to follow until the next board meeting, therefore we must be
eonseious of making plans for the next three or fomrwgnt/ months.

Vould you apprevu lﬁritine Mrs, Bradner, former president of the
Vit Aaaite 36 ThD Sesting, with the Sdeh i Ik of melag bt bu
the board in some eapaaitr iater?

I hope 3ll ar cu are as excited avout the prospeet of laving liss
Semmerli am, I believe she can do a tremendous amount to
help us a this time,

Sinecerely yours,



EXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1516 Avenue H
Galveston, Texas
January 6, 1943

semorandum to Board liembpers
From Novella Calvin

The January board meeting will pe held in Austin
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 26 and 27.

the Tuesday meeting will be called to order at 1. PM,
The Wednesday sessions will adjourn at 5 Pu. Please
reserve all of your time for the board meetings. We
may find it desirable to meet Tuesday evening.

lirs, Tayler-1s making arrangements for-us. = You will
pe sent athat information with the Agenda for the
meeting in a few days.

Carrying out the Board plans made at the Uctober
neeting Mrs. Gill will wvisit several Lesgues before
the January board meeting. ‘

Itwlll be necessary at this meeting to appoint one

or two people to the Stateloard. FPlease be thinking

of women:inthe state who would be good material for

thés service. Qualifications I think of are;’ must be
able to attend poard meetings, a realist rather than an
idealist, a person who sees the League as a whole in
contrast to alBpecial interest" in the Lesgue, not an
expert put a well balanced, well integrated citizen, one
with the kind of vision that can be adapted to use by

a planning bpoard.

You will hear from me again very soon,




TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1516 Avenue H
Galveston, Texas
January 13, 1943

This is a request for ACTION]

The Legislative Committee in Austin is swamped with work
to be done on m Legislative front,

You can help and help 4s the thing we need most, -
§1t down right now and write to at least a dozen people
you know who live in none-league commnities, - Tel.
what we are doing and ask them to ereate publiec opinicn in
thelr home towns. They will be glad to write to their
Legislators encouraging them te support a seeret ballot

+« They andtheir friends may make the difference in the
suceess or fallure of this job, gz

Please do not walt until tomorrow, Today is lste meugh.‘

lirs, Strong writes, "In the leglslature we have found widee
spread interest, yledy in the Benate is interested

and even wants to put In other amendments effecting a
“’”’ﬁ“aﬁﬁim of n.wtig:’” laws, There are mg::: of a
bill dupl our own b already prepared but we
haven't tracked it down, Shivers in fenate is rumoved
to be the suthor of it., Jimgy Phillips in the House is
sald to have done a complete rescarch job on the gubject,
The general op peems to be that the time is ripe and
wve could get a surprisging smount passged,” -

There is much more I could tell you tut I think it iz more
important to begin writéng to others in the state asking
them to get to work. You have fertile brains, put them to
work and see t how muech you ean do to help push this thing
alonge It take all of the ingenuity all of us have to
put the thing scross and 1t must be done right away.

Hrs, Taylor has asked me to tekl you that the Austin Lesgue
is plmiﬁ.mmigm hospitality for tgu. The Austin lLesgue
Board is o inviting you to dinmer the night of the 26,
Tentative agenda amlom‘

You might get your friends to write to their friends.
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TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

February 23, 1943
ilemorandum to Board Members
Fpon Hovella Celvin

The ewrrent is s+ift but I believe we will make it acress the stream.
First may I tell what a pleasure it was to be with you at the
board meeting, I have the definite feeling that we made progress
in planning, This 1s a progress report.

Shdds Mrs, Strong and Miss Daniels will represent
2E ‘he Senmate Committeed hembdpg to be held Thursday

at 2 Pi, liss Daniels has wired that Mr. Reid is trying to arrange

a joint House and Senate Committee Hearing at that hour, If he is

unsuecessful the House Hearing will be Thursday night.

lrs, Ctrong's Qeﬁhittec is going great guns, Hore work, more fun,
g:;;n:uggzl:éllinrag Etrong has AAUW and the Couneil of Church Vomen

lirs, Merriem, Dallas, has written 12 letters to editors she knows
personally asking for their support,

- lr, Winchester wrote a letter and sent broadsides to his organizations
all over theastate. ‘ :
The Galveston Chhmber of Commeree has endorsed the bill and has
written to all Jr. Chambers inthe state re bill., :

AEKSERSHIP lilse Sarah Daniels has accepted Board membership.
i gy Dallas) Lady Luek is sitting on our shoulder,

Dams’ ﬁp!”u 6’7'

X Houston, June 9, 10,
P8e HeCollum has suggested having the local Boards approve the limitation
of delegates, f£he says"War or nof war, bye-laws are by-laws,” If

I do ng§ hear from you opposing the suggestion, I will follow her
~suggestion, .

i jals Jetter By this time you will have a copy of ihe fine
etier krs, HeCollum wrote at your request, She took the responsibility
of tyina_und_mail&ns to treasurers, presidents and board members,

- Mrs, H11l has written a stimulating Handbook
Ter, Hrs, MeCollough tg;-d and malled to you with
of the Beerd meeting, mailed the letters to presidents,

411's pdp  lirs, G111 had a successful trip to Port Authur,
lodge wi. e Portiutbur's Presidént next year, PREVIEW)
111 go to Houston, M O

o

(ire
She w

i



i SUCCESSES CGalvestony one man contributed a check for $100
Galveston League on the strength of the secret ballot work,

Nrs, Perry has written of a contkibution of $15 for secret ballot
broadsides«e which means a £25 contribution to the Ballas League by

one man this year,

8ix Lesgues sent in prompt reports on the HeKellar
action, Three board members reported,

W iirs. MoCollough hopes to have the Voter at the
r & early in Mareh,

% At least two Leagues have placed standing orders for the
« MNore will follow suit soon,

W 5200 have been distributed in the state., Everyone I have
own the Culz is enthusiastic about it, 7

' Human interest stories,

A seventeen vear old used it in Historz class. Students made low scores,.
much discussion fotkowed, They took the Guiz home to try on parents,

¥Was used at a discussion group meeetinge soldiers, British and American
sailors, medical students, nursing ents and town girls, scores
high. f.ots of earnest diseussion on all questions. |

Will be used by the Galveston League at a luncheon meet with the
YWCA on Thursday, %&Xx Program TOMORROW GROWS QUT OF TODAY. The
four League members will discuss Lend-lLease (try to get soms of those
present to write to their Representative) , Reciproecal Trade Agreements.

The Galveston Rotary Club has iinn the League permission to distribute
the game at the door of a public meeting to stimulate thinking about
the post-war world, (Wednesday night)

inance fucces in a recent report from Mrs, Gellhorn and
Fishey sent to state Treasurers and state presidents it was
good to have Texas listed 100%paid,

Re lendsLease HRecuest = Will all of you work hard afi this job?



TEXAE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
RMW'%I%B

demorandun to Bosrd dembers

mmthﬂtm&l%nwmﬂmﬂmamstw&m
* g what a plessure it was toc be with you at the

have the definite feeling that we melle progress in
5 & progress repori.

SECRIT BALLOT BILL irs, Strong iiss Daniels will represent
e Le e Cenate Comuittee “earing to be held Thursday at

2 PH. am- Daniels has wired that lr, Reia is tryving to arrnage a
Joint Fouse and fenate Committee Hearing at that Hour, Aif he is
unguecessful the Nouse Hearing will be held Thursday night.

I have talked with Mes. Strong. ©he has everything under esontrol,

#ire sent to local League presidemtss SERATE AND HOL
ERARINGS BRCHET m&-&y mmm-  URGE mmnx.s AND
ORGARIZATIONS SEND WIRES TO COMMITIFE CHATRAEN AND KENIERGeS
LEGISLATIVE ITEME

jires, Strong's commitiee iu mt gung, lore work, more fun
m:r; successl Mrs, otr gn AA%. and t‘:tm;eu, of ﬁhurzh Fomen ;

mmmu.

Hrs. Yeyriam Dallas, has written 12 letters to editors she knows
personally asking for their support,

Hr.4 Vinchester has written a letter and sent mmms to his
organdgations all over the state,

Hrs. f=ith San Antmh, has written to numbers of people im the state,

The @alveston Jr, Chamber of Coumerce has endorsed the bill and has
written to all Jr. Chambers in the state re bdll, )

EMIPRSIIP Miss Sarsh Duniels has asecepted Bosrd membership.
88, ihomas Duilding, Dallas) Lady Iuck iz sitting on our shoulder,

mzﬂ%i&lmw: pprove the
, appro
mnma ar aalm ﬁ:: fhe points out war or no war byelaws
are byelaws, zrx«mtmmmmmmumst.u
rrollwhumawtim




. i _ EITIR Ry th!.a time you will have a & of the
: de am wrote at ym regusst, the
mpam&hi x of mm end matling te tmtumu, m:gta

L msa.mmwuunusum;uumm
st ie iirss MeCollough typed and =malled to you with
tln mm or the ’h@m meeting, I mailed to presidents,

A3 IRIE Mrs. Gi11 hes reported a successful trip
- ohe will go to Houston March 12,

One man in Ga¥veston has contributed 5100
; _ ﬁ ue on the stremgth of the secret ballot work. Total
w dat‘ $ Se iirs, Perry has written of a2 econtributic of §15
shinhﬂmtn%tﬁuf&&’hymhlhsmtomzm this year.

ORE PINANCE SUCCESS In a recent report from iMrs, Gellhorn and
: . to state WQm:n and presidents it was good to
hwc 'fma nam 100¢ paid

£4x lLeagues sent in t reports onthe ﬂmnu
fhrn board members rﬁm

Mrs. YeCo! h wmmvamum
mmi-eh P e

At haat two Leagues have placod standing em‘lara for the
More will follow sult soon

5200 have been distributed in the state, Everyone I
isard mention the (UIZis enthuslatéc about its possibilities,

"Human interest" stories

A sementeen year old used it: in mstary class, sm«nu made low
seores-- much diseussion followed. They took the Game home to
try oh their parents.

Used st a discussicn group mting—- soldiers, Sritish and American
saﬂwn medical students, nursing students aacl town girls., Sfcores
fidghs ts of eprnest dlmusiau on amrni questions,

¥itl be used by the Galveston I.engm at a mehm mt with
the IWCA on Thursday., Progran TOMORROW GROYE OUT OF T The
four League members handling progrem »111 put on a m& tum
LENDSLEASE ( will urge those present to vrite to Nepresentatives)
Reeciprocal Trade Agromnu and Guls Gome,

BAGE M Board member should get o number of people
their Mmmtatiw. i




TEXAS LEAGUE OFWOMEN VOTERS

1516 Avenue H
Galveston, Texas
April 18, 1943

Memorandum to Beard of ﬁirectors

From Novella Calvin '

Mrs. J.W. Bradner, Jr. 420 Crestwood Drive, Ft. Worth

has accepted your invitation to serve as third vice-

president of the Texas League. Mirs. Bradner met with us for a
short time at the Presidents Council. All of us enjoyed

being with her and were fired with enthusiasn to find another
woman willing to give her time to help improve the quality

of representative government. We are indeed fortunate

to have her serve on the Texas League Beard.

The Presidents Council meeting was a success, WWith the
expeption of San Antonie, all Leagues were represented

by their presidents. The group agreed to follew your
suggestions and concentrate on membership and finance drives
to be held in April and May. *t was decided to strive

to double the membership of local Leagues and to secure
contributions from citizens in order to have adequate
budgets to memt the present needs of the League.

We have every right te be pleased with the fine presidents
of the local Leagues. .t was an inspiration to meet with
them. I believe they understand the purpose of the League
and will demonstrate fine leadership abilities this year.

Thid is to report that I will be out of the atate for three
weeks, Mrs, McCollough will carry en while I am away.
Please direct all communications to her during this peried.
(UNtil May 12) I will attend the Kansas, Iowa and Kentucky
state conventions.

Mrs., Strong and Mrs. Gill have assured me that they are
"ready to go" to Washingten.



MRS. CLAUDE E. HILL, PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENTS
1964 PEARL ST.

AUSTIN, TEXAS A MRS. GEORGE ABBOTT,
' TEXAS LEAGUE OF e e
MRS. ALFRED TAYLOR, SECRETARY DALLAS, TEXAS

3102 KERBY LANE WO N VO ER

AUSTIN, TEXAS ME T S MRS. D. B. CALVIN,

LA MARQUE, TEXAS

MRS. J. W. FULLER,
302 E. EUCLID
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

M(/\ Jing 18, 1943

Memorandum to Board of Directors

MRS. BURTON McCOLLUM, TREASURER
2049 CHEVY CHASE
HOUSTON, TEXAS

From Novella Calvin

Several "love letters" have come to the state office.

They are for you and I want ot share them with you. Messages:
of encouragment like these give me a 1ift and shorten

the hoursspent ih doing the job. I believe they will

do the same for you.

You are the backlog of strength in the Texas League .
League members know it and I am grateful for it.

"As you know this was my first League of Women Voters
Convention but I have been to a good many conventions in my
long life and I want you to know that I have never seen

a more successful one."

"We have spoken of the personnell of the State Boaré

and we were impressed with the unusual qualities of the members
It is easy to see that each one present occupies a place in
her own community."

"I think the Convention was a grand success."

“"The Convention was an inspiration to me."

" The fact that each League raised its pledge is coneeete
evidence of every ones confidence in plans for League

growth, It is a gre&t inspiration to have been present
and our other delegates feel the same as iI"



TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
June 18, 1943

Memorandum to Board of Directors

From Novella Calvin

Several "love letters™ have come to the state office.
They are for you and I want to share them with you.
Messages of encouragement like these give me a 1ift and
shorten the hours spent in doing the job. I believe they
will do the same for you.

You are the backlog of strength in the Texas League.
League members know it and I am grateful for it.

"As you know, this was my first League of Women Voters
Convention but I have been to a good many conventions in
my long life and I want you to know that I have never seen
a more successful one,"

"We have spoken of the personnel of the State Board and

we were impressed with the unusual qualities of the members.
It is easy to see that each one present occupies a place in
her own community."

"I think the Convention was a grand success."

"The Convention was an inspiration to me."

"The fact that each League raised its pledge is concrete
evidence of every ones confidence in plans for League

growth, It is a great inspiration to have been present
and our other delegates feel the same as I."
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=" _Memorandum to the Board of Directors August 5, 1943

From ﬂovella'Calvin

Storm or no storm-- probabby should say house or no hougse--I must
share with you the satisfaction that comes from seeing a job well
done, llrs. 8ill is doing that kind of Jobyas we knew she would.
The Texas Leagues are responding magnificiently,as we knew they would.

lirse Gill met with the Dallas League and lirs, Bradner on Thursday
July 22, Mrs “ill has reported that the DAllas League will recriit
the necessary number of individuals to reach more than their quota
of the #,000,000 people the League intends to reach, Reports from
M,ss Dﬂniels assure us that the Dallas League is well on its way.

Mrs, Bradner says, "The day I spent in Dallas was good for my soul
whether it helped the League or ﬁot. -=gnytime spent with Mrs, Gill
is valuable." It was good for the League too for lMrs, Bradner is
laying the foundation for a permanent League in Ft. Worth,

Miss D*niels took the mobilization plan to Midland Saturday, July 24,
She says "so far as I am concerned the trip to Midland was a huge
success, If the results are proportionate to my own enjoyment of the
contact Iso&ationism is scotehed in West Texas." Mrs, Fuhrman reports
that Miss D'niel's visit was thoroly enjoyed by the Midland League .
She heports-a reorder.of the Prelude to Peace Broadifde--900 this time.

1000 broadsides for M!glggd to send on their way to the people. ©She
also reports an order of hoose ¥o Fore P "We plan
a downtown general distribution,

On MOnday and Tuesday July 26,27, representatives from the Austin,
San Antionio, Houstong La Marque and Galveston Leagues met in
Austin with Mrs, Gill, lirs., Holbrook, President of the Austin
League made arrangements for an air-conﬁitioned meeting place,for
overnight hospitality and the Austin Leagee entertained the group
with dinner at Mrs, Hill's home,

A report from Mrs, Scott of Ssn Antonio is ample evidente of the
success of those meetings. "C#lled a special board meeting this

B, Agenda: Presentation of campaign plan, Its adpption, Groundwork
@or organization, Very successful and enthusiastic meeting, W¥ote
100§ in favor--All assumed responsibility toward organization to go
forward at once. Donations of money-- I can now ask you to order

5,000 quizzes for me," 54000 guizzes for the 853 Antonio League--Will
the larger Leagues accept the challenge as well as San Antonio has?
Friday, August 6, Mrs, Gill will meet with the Houston League,

WBdnesday, August 11, Mrs, Platt and Mrs. Gill will meet with the

Port Arthur League, Gglveston and La Marque will have lirs,

Gill and Mrs, Platt later;

We will continue to keep you postedl



7 thuavg-fg,519#§}=“
Dear Board Hambers: e

- These propﬂsed ayuLavs art $ubmittcd aftar a ztuﬁy af tha lntest

recommendations from the Hational offiece, and a perusel of those of the
Illinoies and Connecticut Leagues, thesa two did not seem,to tit anr :

needs; but I,dia~ggt a.faw suggaations from. them,

Host of the aubsaet mattar covered in our present ﬁynhaws 1s 1nc1udeﬁ

here exce
with affil:

Stlin

those sections which sre out of date and those dealing
n standards. It seems to me that the latter should be

reé-~written and appended to the list of affiliation standards we now have ﬂﬁgfi
. if they are not already included, The matter of pledges from local
Leagues to the State League belong under affiliation requirements it

' :*3¢3!5 to me, and that iz why 1t is omitted from these by-Laws, AlsSo

a pledge trou ‘the State to National 1s omittaa becauae the ﬁational '

Hy-waquaquira it for affiliation. ; _ :
‘Here are a rew paints I want to raisa for you te bo thinking abaut:

s Should tho aftlliatian reguirements be inclaaed in.thase
 By=-Laws or be 1n‘a separate document as I have recommendod?

The at eroﬁ élection systea is racemmnndad by Hational
anﬂ I think it is better than having tohig 2 turnpover aach
two years. Jaw doss 1t strike you? -

3 Please giv¢ ga:t&cular attentian to the seetiun ua :
nominations., I do not like it., National has always, since
1 can remomber, recomnended that the nominating eommittee be
ehosen by the Board, That seems to me undemocratic and
ecould work out for the perpetuation of the same people or
. faction in office, The most severe criticism I have ever
- heard of the Houston League by outalders was on this point,
§0 we have now changed our By-Laws so that two members of
the nominating committee are chosen from and by the Board,
and three from and by the general membership, I think also
“that a five member committee is clumsy and three is better,

If we wish to change this and still permit the Board to choass'

. the committes, we could speeify that one member should be from
~.  the Board and act as chairman and the other two membsrs be
- gelected from the general membershin. That doea not do away
~ with the above objection entirely, but helj s. 5 ¢ yau havo
& better solution, cone praparad éa of fer

-GP 4. Now that we have three éirectars eould we gat along with 2
- two vice presidonts 1nstaad of threo% :

5. Somc of the larger Lengues. limit thair officﬂrs to not

more than two successive terms In the same office., A fre-guent

- turn-over in personnel is demveratic and gives new life to
. an organization in someé instances and as a general rule, but
4 q:est%on whether we art big ehough to make aueh a requireu
ment yet. :



s

6., Some Leagues do not enumerate the duties of officers.

In that case the By-Laws say "The duties of the officers
shall be those usually pertaining to such officers." Remem-
bering some of the past history of the Texas League, it seems
to me desirable to leave these in, :

It will save much time in our Board meeting if each of you will take

time at home to study carefully these proposed By-Laws as outlined

here, and come prepared with well thought out eritiecisms and suggestions.
Let's try to get them as nearly adequate and satisfactory as possible
this time, so we wont have to bother with changes for a long time to
come, An& be sure to BRING THE ENCLOSED COPIES WITH YOU, as well as
copies of the present By-Laws, 1f you have them, :

/s/ Jessie C. McCollum

Revisions Chairman,

okl MW chilak s 1/15/94



: January 5, 1944
Memorandum to the Board er,bixegters
'f'?rdaVﬁoﬁﬁllg;Caivigf: e :

‘The Year 1944 is unrolling its days. May we help mske this
; better year than it ctherwise might be for the world and

- _The next Board meeting will be held January 19, 20, Our
tentative dates were the 12, 13, For several reasons it
- seens necassary to have the meeting a week later, I trust
this will not inconvenience any membeyr of the Board,.

Wednesday, January 19, the first session will start prouptly
at 2 pen. in the Houston League office, The Thursday after-
noon meating will adjourn at 4 pim. Please make arrangements
for your overnight accommodations. S S

'_A h1?d?8 eye view of Leégu€ ﬁrggni;gg1¢n vorkes

In November the FPt, Worth group was organized as

the Tarrant County League with 41 charter members,
Acting upon your instructions the Leangue wss accepted
85 o member of the Texas League when the affiliaticn
gtandards were met, Hre, Bradner deserves our gin-
cere appreclation for the splendid results she has
accomplished in Ft, Worth, :

Nrs, Wooten, Dean of Women at TECW; has requested
that we organize a TECW Campus Leagums I held out
for the organlization of a town as well as Campus

- League until I realiged the futility of it, drs,
Bradner will organize the TSCW Campus League,
January 12, MNiss Daniels made a pre-organigzation
trip to Denton., I sincerely hope this will serve
ag an entering wedge for a town League,

irs, Strong has been to 8an Antonlo on a field trip.
(Urs., Gmith Has written that it wes fine for Sen
Antonio to have lrs, Etrong). With lrs, Scott's

help she made an effort to follow through on a S
contact with a prospect in Schertz. We now know that

Schertz 1s out of the plcture,










February 9, 1944

Yemorandum to Board Hembers

From FNovella Caivih

The Mareh 3Soard Neeting will be held,

Wednesdsy and Thursday, the 29 and 30 2

in Nouston. Cheek your calendar and hold
those dates for the Texas Lesgue of Women

Yoters.




Mavch 8, 1948

Hemorsndun to Board of Directors
¥rom Sovella Calvin =

Fros tise to time mesbors of the Bosrd beve expressed the
desire for closer contact with the League presidents and for
nore inforustion about the functioning of the lLusgues.

The Hareh Hosrd neeting seems san idesl time for us to have a
joint meeting of the Board and the 1944445 Lespue presidents
eleet, I propose thet the ftates League finsnce the travel
expenses of the presidents to tiis meelting., There is soney
available in the *"Lespue Promotion Travel Pund,”® Upless we
receive a majority vote by the Board ageinst this plan by
Mareh 15, League presidents elect will be gent lnvitations
%o meet with the Beerd Hareh 29, 30. S e

Every loeal Leegue in Texas has had at laast one state visitor
this year, Three now Lesgues have been orgenised, (Texas City
{8 cur third.) There has been one meeting of the 1943 presidents
- of loenl lLeagues which was financed by the Itate Lesgue. A

Jjoint meeting of the ftate Doard and the 194449 presidents
elect will round out a sueeepaful year of service to local
Lengues by the Ltate Leogue and will give us nomentum snd en-
thagissn to enter the new league year April 1, o

The Mareh 29, 30 Hoard meeting hes beon called to plan for the
tate Convenbion, to diseuss 1044e45 ftate budget and program

SN on
©of work, %o adéy£ affiliation standards for Colle)s lowgues,

to appoint delegstes to the Wationsl Convention, To discuss
Hational League propoged program, and proposed %ymLawﬁ.
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May!umangmampy or the National Mwe ﬂﬂxtim
m&e rovigions, All of you will be interested to check
wm '_‘ﬁémmamyotthernmmmwimm
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March 14, 1944

anmranﬂuﬁfto Board of Directors
From Novella Calvin

Today 1 am sending you a copy of the National By-lLaws with
the sed revisions, All of you will be interested to
check them carefully to see how meny of the recommendations
made by the Texas Board to the National Board are incorporated

in thenm,

Mareh 29)30,nn will have full diseussion of the proposed
changes, If you will read the proposals several times before
that time, we will be able to use our time to hceter‘aévuntases

Eg;ag, Mrs. MeCollough is ready to present the Texas
eague W a new local League, Pre-organization and organie-
zation meetings have been held in Texas City, At the Harch
Board meet you will receive a request for affiliation by
the Texas City group. The last information I had, 19 women
had signified a desire to be active members. The group voted
to have a $3 minimum due with the understanding that every
member receive a subscription to TRENDS. For a new gr to
- recognize that it will do a better job by having all of its
members exposed to TRENDS seems significant to ne.

Board Meetinge~--eDate, liareh 29-30; Place, Houston League
Office, ¥WCA Building, Houatoni Tine, Vednesday 2 p.n. to
Thursday 4 p.n. Yes, you may take a few hours for sleeping.
Please make afrangements for doing it, Tomorrow invitations
to meet with us will be mailed to the League presidents.
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TEXAS LEACUE\C fbd @UAEN VOTERS

21st AND AVENUE G

GALVESTON, TEXAS

‘w, .

Affiliated with the
National League of Women Voters

DM TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
From Movella Calvin

May 5, 1944

The Hationa] Convention decided to recomsit the
denling with aix dirveetors, on swmal eonvention, and
elisinating the depsrtmentsl structure, The proposed
chonge in strueture ro state leagues wes not debeted.

I as setting the wheels in motion for the State
Convention,

Do you spprove of the firet or second week in
June for the convention? I an suggesting Austin for
the convention city. Do you approve’

The preeconvention board seeting will be held

‘the day before the convention.

ira, Joseph Perry, 3230 South ¥estern Avenue,
Dallsgy Chairasn of the State Neminating Comuittee
will expect and welcose suggestions fros you.
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July 31, 1944

TOs Blected state directors and officers

PROMiElizabeth F. Brownscombe
RE: Free subscription offer to National Union Farmer

I have received the following letter from Frank Overturf,
of Amarillo, state Becretary of the Farmers' Educational and Co-
operative Union of America (commonly known as the Farmers Union).

"I notice the report of your election as President of the
T:g:s League of Women Voters, together with the list of your other
(o) cers,

"Texas is s0 largely agricultural that four huadred eighteen
thousand families live on farms either as owners, tenants, share-
croppers or wage earners., Their plight is pitiful in many parts
of the state., It seems to me that you and your staff of officers
in Texas would like to know more of the problems agriculture is
facing in America at this critical time, If you would send me the
addresses of the names as listed in the enclosed clipping we willl

be glad to send them the jationsl Union Farmer for one year free of
any cost to them."

In reply to this I sent the following:

“Spoakins for myself, I would be pleased to receive the
;QEE; Farmer, as mentioned in your letter of July 1llth, nn
ing coples of your letter to each of the other members of the
Board of the Texas League of Women Voters, that they may contact
you directly if they also would care to recaive the paper. 4And I
am also enclosing herewith the newspaper clipping which you sent me,
listing the Texas League officers and directors.

"The national organizatian of the Farmers "mion has, I believe,
been an active supporter before Congress of anti-inflatian measures
such as consumer subsidies and real price control. The position of
the National League of Women Voters on those guestions has been sim-
ilar, and the state and local leagues, in May and June, waged a vig-
orous campaign to secure passage, without amendment, of the bill to
extend price control.

MIn addition to taking action, as requested by the National
League, on items on our national program, the Texas League of Women
Voters has a program of state work which, for the next two years,
consists of the two items: (1) support of a secret ballot law in
the next legislature; and (2) support of a resolution to create a
Joint legislative committee to revise Texas election laws, giving
consideration in this eonneetion to the advisability of 1ouoring the
voting age to 18 years. Our method is to coneentrate on one or two
items--when we have achieved our objective with them, we pass on to
others. As a state League, our concern at present 1s primarily with
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good governnent--with fundamentals like the secret ballot, for in-
stance, which is basic to true democracy, to the voters expressing
their will freely and effectively. -

“Thanking you for your kind offer, Iam'="

It seems to me that it is prozer to accept Mr. Overturf's
generous offer, since the League itself sends material to non-
“members and since in my letter I was careful to explain the scope
of our state program, so that there could be no thought that we
¢ as an organization, actively work for any measures in the
logzsiaturo-other than the secret ballot and the joint committee
to revise the election laws. 1 feel myself that aeceptance of his
offer can be advantageous to the League, since our knowledge will
be increased by hearing a point of view on farm problems which is
seldom presented in the newspapers and since 1t will give us a con-
tact with this group, ©Such a contact might sometime be helpful if
we organize locel leagues in the Panhandle counties, and, asore im-
mediately, it could be helpful in acquainting rural legislators
with the desirabllity of the secret ballot and joint committee.
(¥. 0. Reed, Dallas County legislator who was active in bshalf of
the secret ballot during the last session, tells us that the legis-
lators froam urban counties are mostly for the secret ballot, but that
the rural county legislators are the stumbling block.)

In order to get an idea of the organigation I talked to a
Fermers Union member. It is the liberal, progressive farmers' ore- -
ganization and is organized in msny states. Texas 1s the state in
which the National Farmers Union was first founded, about 1890.
Afterwards the organization became inactive here, %ut it has re-
cently become active again and 1s now organized in the Panhandle
counties and somewhat in East Texas. Its membership includes people
who are noteworthy in other lines in addition to farming, as Dr.
W. T, Ellis, of the Univ, of Texas and the Hogg Foundation, and lirs.
‘Hinnie Fisher Cunningham., The state officers are: Nike Britten Jr.,
Groom, President; John Rice; Hunday, Vice-president; Frank COverturf,
Annriilo, Secretary; and five directors--Leon Rice, Ropesville; An-
_drew Peterson, Canadianj; W. W, Heckathorn, Childress; A. L. Carter,
Perryton: and August Loran, Manday. The ﬁational president is James
G. Patton, of Denver, Colo. The other national officers are from
Colorado, Montana, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Arkansas, North Dakota, Neb-
raska, Kansas and Ohio. ‘

Mr. Overturf's address is: Box No.'1#45, Amarillo, Texas.
If you write lr. Ov.rturgl'l-ibuld suggest referring to my

letter of July 27 to him and his letter of July 11 to me, and signing
your letter with your state league title, as an ald to identification.
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August 15, 1944

Dear State Doard Member:
Good news! : ﬂmn‘ : todty,‘ the state Leagus bas gn office in
downtown m;‘l.u.m new address is: o

Toxa Limo of Women Voters
,m&msmt.nmé, g
Bauu 2, Texas

5 The office is large--10' x 25'~-and in a very accessible location
. ¢loge to the eenter of the business district. It is, tho, on the
second floor of an old ppy bullding, and it ig definitely une-
pretenticus. lmvm it 1s so much better than I expected to find
a:mmuonm owded Dallas that I am guite thrilled adbout

The rbou m the campaign headquarters of an unsuecessiMl cane
didate in the July 28nd prisary, but I trust no taint of partisane
Wfr unsuccess either, will acerue to ue from the former

‘ The Dallas League will share the office with the state
and 1s making plans to staff it on the days when I'll not be .

They are aleo collecting furniture and zey later 8 y » desk and
an honest- oodness filing cabinet. The present is to have
office hours five mornings & week from 10 A. M. %o 3 P. M., and I

will be there at least two of those days. 'ntil we can have longer
hours, however, anything r ing really proupt action had

office
better be sent to me at ay home addresst 1420 El Campo Drive,

¥

. The rent is §17.50 per month, includ ight, gas and water,
and telephone service is $10.00 per menth (ine udu anortization
over & l0-month period of the £3.50 telephone connecticn charge)
_ a total of §27.50. This amount is | .wgernomhmtﬁn
the budgeted allotment for rent until June 15, (§240, total
budget rent allowance, divided by 10 = §24 monthly rent allowance).
pcn&éurmtullamewni. in the ten
months ending mext June 15. However, I do not feel this to be '
‘serious, since the $100 budgeted amount for telephone and telegra
expense should take care of this overcharge. _

S you ave in Dallas please be sure to visit. the new state
office! ‘ >

l":ardnlly,

President



12094 Main St., Room 6 e Dellas 2, Texas

September 30, 1%44

. B¢ar State Board Kember:

~ As planned last June, the autumn meeting of the Board
of the Texas League of Women Veoters will take place on Wed-
nesday and Thursday, October 11 and 12, at the Texas State
hotel, Fannin Streti at Rusk Avenue, Houston., A meeting room
on the mezzanine has been reserved for our use, and Board :
gessions are scheduled for the following times:

Wednesday, October 11: 2100 P, M. o 6100 P. i,
Thursday, October 12: 9100 A, M. to 3:00 P. M,

This is an exceedingly infortnnt Board meeting, for on
the agenda are items such as the appointment of lLegislative

- chalrman and Publicity chairman and the detalled planning of

the campaigns for the secret ballot and for the revision of

Texas election laws. I will send a complete agenda next week.

But in the meantime, gl@ane plan to seve VWednesday and Thurs-
day, October 1l and 12, for the Texas league of Women Voters.

Yours,

President



October 10, 1944

TEXAS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

TO STATE BOARD MEMBERS :

I went to Austin last Friday (October 6) to see Mr. Dean
Morehead of the Attorney Genersl's office and Dr. Douglas Weeks of
the Department of Government of the University of Texas, in order to
get information which would help us plan, at this Board meeting, the
campaigns in support of our two items on the state program of work--
a secret ballot bill and a jJoint legislative committee to revise the
Texas election laws. Information I received there, especially from
Mr. Morehead, showed me that the Texas League is confronted with a
big problem, unprecedented as far as I know, and at this Board meet-
ing we have really weighty decisions to make.

Mr. Morehead told me that already there has been a bill
drafted to evade the U. S. Supreme Court decision regarding negroes
voting by removing state controls over the activity of political
parties and making political parties private organizations. The
Southern Governors' Assoclation has pushed thisj; resolutions passed
by the Bemocratic state convention in Dallas on September 12 and 13
were in accord; the attorney generals' association of the southern
states asked our attorney general's office to help in drafting the
bill, but the reply was that since the object was to take the state
out of party affairs it seemed inconsistent to have a state office
help draft the bill which would do this. Excellent private legal
talent has been employed to draft this bill, it will be introduced
immediately when the legislature convenes, and Mr, Morehead is sure
it will quickly pass the legislature. From the tone of newspaper
comment over the state, I think that we too can be pretty sure it
will pass. -

Immediately this, of course, brought up thoughts as to the

‘possibility of the legislature passing our item--a joint committee

to work between this session of the legislature and the next to re-
vise the election laws. MMr. Morehead said, and I quite agree with
him, that there is little possibility of the passage of two bills
regarding election law revision--with this first measure passed,
legislators will figure that they have done their duty by revision
and will go on to other matters.

That would be bad enough from the point of view of achiev-
ing success with our item on revision, but as one thinks further
about this situation even worse consequences appear. If the revi-
sion bill which passes calls for removing parties from state control,
the state will not be regulating any except the general elections--
the conduct of primary elections will be a matter of party rules
rather than of laws passed by the legislature, so revision of election
laws by the legislature would seem to be a dead issue. Furthermore
the same reasoning applies to the seecret ballot--a secret ballot biil
passed by the legislature would be of use only in the general elec-
:iogs if the conduct of primary elections is removed from state con-

rol.
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Several courses of action are open to us.

1. We can continue to work on the secret ballot and elec-
tion law revision just as we had planned and as the State Convention
of last June intended us to, in the hope that the conduet of pri-
mary elections will not be removed from state control or in the be-~
lief that even if 1t is,a secret ballot and election law revision
which apply only to the general elections are worthy of our very
best efforts in a concentrated legislative campaign. We might do
this feeling that the U. S. Supreme Court will soon declare uncon-
stitutional the attempt to evade its decision and that then Texas
would have to return to state control of elections and the secret
ballot and our election law revision proposals would, if they have
been passed, be applicable to all elections, as they are meant to
be. However, in view of the long time it usually takes to get a
decision from the Supreme Court and in view of the fund of ingenuity
whieh is evidently at hand in the South for evading Supreme Court
decisions about negroes voting, so that another Supreme Court decision
may well be met by further legal evasion and that process continued
indefinitely~-in view of all this, I think it would be decidedly un-
realistiec for the Texas League of Women Voters to go ahead with the
program of work just as we would if there were no proposal to remove
state control of primary elections. I think we would find it diffi-
cult indeed to arouse enthusiasm among League members for hard work
on bills which, if passed, would affect only general elections, in
a state where the primary is of much greater importance.

2. A second course of action suggests itself. We would
not work on the secret ballot, feeling that present circumstances
make the item a dead issue and that our time can be much better
spent on the election law revision item of our program. Our work
for the latter would be two-edged--it would include work for the
passage of our proposal and work against the bill to remove state
control of primaries, Our item calls for carefully thought out re-
vision--the Jjoint committee recommending revisions would be working
for two years--and we are therefore justified in opposing hasty re-
vision by this coming legislature. We can continually emphasize the
need for revision which is the result of long and careful considera--
tion, as against revision which is hasty. But we do not necessarily
need to stop there,

3. We can, in addition, oppose hasty revision on the grounds
of the principles involved--the prineciple of the direct primary, for
instance. This would not be a new field for the League of Women
- Voters, for the 1940 National program of work included "strengthening
of representative government through,...direct nomination of candi-
dates for office", and the present platform of the National declares
"authority in a democratic government comes from the people....legal
obstacles which keep the citizen from fulfilling his obligations
should be removed"., I realize that the State Convention did not au-
thorize us to defend the direct primary and state control of elec-
tions, but they did authorize working for a twe-year study by the
legisiature of election law revision. Sometimes the most important
part of working for a measure is working against another measure,
and work can usually be much more effective if we realize that we
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are fighting for some of the basiec prineiples underlying representa-
tive government as well as fighting against being hasty in revising
very complex procedures such as the election laws.

Let us imagine what life would be like for the League of
Women Voters if state control of primaries were removed. Two membhers
of the Department of Government of the University of Texas, with
whom I talked, sald they did not see how it would be feasible to hold
primaries 1f the state was not in control. It would, at any rate,
be so lmpracticable that we would probably have the convention system
of nomination, the evils of which became so great that around 1900
the country was swept by a wave of abolition of convention nominating.
If the convention system were to return, the League of Women Voters
would have to deal with party executive committees for any improve-
ment of elections regulations, and the fight would be never ending,
for even if we did persuade the executive committee at one time to
adopt a secret ballot, for instance, rules would be much more sub-
Ject to change than they now are and we could very well find our-
selves the next year with the secret ballot rescinded and all our
work to do over again. We find it hard enough to deal with legis~
lators, but they at least represent the whole state, while executive
committees represent only the few influential people in their poli-
tiecal party. We regret that only 30 to 40% of our potential voters
select our county officials, but the percentage would be a great
deal smaller if party conventions nominated them. As the number of
voters who elect an official decreases, he feels less responsibility
to the citizenry as a whole, and the difficulty of the League's task
in pressing for governmental improvements of any sor t is greatly
augmented.

4. I have mentioned that we could conduct our campaign
against hasty revision of the eleetion laws on a basis of principle
and suggested support of the direct primary as an example. Of course
another very important principle is involved and one which is on the
National's Active List for 1944-45, namely:",...protection of minor-
ity groups against discrimination". 8o a further course of action
is open to us~~opposing hasty revision of the election laws because
the intent of such revision is to discriminate against negroes by
preventing them from voting in the Democratic primary.

5. If we believe that we have the time, energy and person-
nel, we can enlarge the second, third and fourth plans mentioned
above to include work on the secret ballot, so that if state control
of primaries is retained we will be in position to secure enactment
of our secret ballot bill as well as of our proposal for election
law revision.

Summarizing, in the difficult situation for the League which
is created by the virtual certainty of the legislature passing a bill
to remove state regulation of primary elections, we have several
courses of action open to us, of which the following are samples:

(1) Continue working for the secret ballot and our item on
election law revision as if nothing had happened.

(2) SBuspend for the time being work on the secret ballot
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and concentrate our legislative activity on working against the
hasty revision which is proposed, simply because it is hastycand
111 considered and because our item calls for long and careful
study before attempting revision.

(3) To #2, add oppositidn to hasty revision on the basis
of a very important principle involved--the direct primary.

(4) To #2, or #3, add opposition to hasty revision because
the intent of this revision violates the National's Active List item
of "protection of minority groups against diserimination'.

(5) Enlarge #2, 3 or 4 to include work for the secret
ballot.

About this whole matter, the Austin League recomnends as
follows: -

"It has become apparent that one of the first meassures
that will be presented at the coming legislature will be a revision
of Texas election law that will have the effect of taking control of
party primary elections away from state law. The implications of
this step are numerous and intricate. Here are a few:

"1, No seeret ballot bill would have any effect whatever
because the legislature could not control the one important election
in Texas.

"2, The whole regulation of primary voting procedure, in-
cluding settling fraudulent and contested elections would fall back
on the party.

"3, A more comprehensive Revision of Election laws designed
to strengthen election procedure against fraud, unify laws, adapt
reform measures, etc. would be impossible, because the state wonld
have no control over the one important election anyway.

"The Austin League believes such a step is not only away
from good government, but is a direct violation of our program item
demanding a considered, carefully thought-out two year study result-
ing in a comprehensive revision. Now it would still be possible for
the League to disregard the profound implications of the step contenm-
plated, i.e., taking control of primary elections away from state
gtatutes, In this case, the League would disregard that step, take no
~stand on it, and continue to hammer away for a secret ballot ﬁlll
voluntarily blinding itself to the fact that it was working for a ghost

"The Austin League urges that some way be found for the
League to work for the real meaning and substance of an election law
reform; that the League be free to work in the Legislature for some-
thing real and fundamental, rather than be bound by strict interpre-
tation of phrases to 1gnoring a vital issue while 1t works for a ghost.
In other words, we want to fight a hasty and ill-considered move to
take the primary out of state law, so that we will then be free to
work for a_real revision and a_real secret ballot.™
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%m 1. The name of this organisation shall be Ao Tonss dinm
of Women Voterg. It shall be tiliated with the Hational League of
Vomen Vater;; e VG SRR : A \

','mrmmzz '
tion 1. Objbct. Tho ahjeet et a Texas Le; up"ét Women Voters
. be to promote pezit&cal cduca on thru active participatian af
citizana in overnment.,

{Alternztive ~ to devnlop an 1ntalligent anﬂ astive
clectorate.) ‘

iigsifg,é. Policy. ‘The Texas Laasua nr Wamen Voters shall nat ally
self with nor aanxert any politieal party, but it may indorse and

Sponsor measures pﬁlieies. It ursas every wonen to heenma a-

qualified vater. i : i : :

Ammm"{xu -
domberghln

Section 1. Hamherahip.r The memberghiy of the Texas League of WQman
Voters shall consist of members of affiliated local Leaguesy of which
there may*be but one in each ecity er tuwn, and members— at- arge,

ﬁs‘fﬁf“'@ Eligibility. Any women over twenty yesrs of age vho sube
5t aerbo shio the object and paliey of the League shall be eligible for
: ‘m r De

"(This is recommended by Nationmal, but I feel 1t belongs
égilogal ?yunaws rathar than here, and I reenmmmnd 1ts
B8 Ono o i :

gigﬁggn Memhars-at-Large. Any women over twanty yeara of aga

in a community where there is no organigzed Lesgue of Women
‘Voters may become a member-at-large of the Texas League by subseribing
to its purpose and poliey and by paying to the State treasurer annual
dues of two dollars,

%ﬁﬁii“““% Affiliation at Loeal Laaguas.‘ The State Board of Directors-
set up and maintain affiliation staﬂﬁards and shall be respon=-
‘sible for the recognition of new local League The Board, by a three

- fourths vote, may withdraw recognition from @ 1a¢&1 League for failure
to meet the eanﬂitiena of affiliation, for thn non-payment of its pledge,
-_or for the comnmission of scts eantrary to the declared object, poliey

or program of the Texas League, provided that a hearing has been granﬁed
to the prllident and dclugates of sucn 1oca1 League.
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' ﬂﬁﬁi&gn.%-. 0fficers. The offieeiﬁpéf the Texas League shall be &
president, three vice presidents, & secretary, and a treaanr:;a"all

elected for a term of two years, The president, secrelary, .aecoﬁ#

vice president shall be elscted in the °vﬁﬁ-numbereﬁ_?Oarsi“tha.rirst',-_v;’?ﬁ

and third vice presidents and treasurer in the odd numbered years,

€Fg§139 %._-Diroetprs. There shall be three &irbétora‘-ei@étﬁ@_fbf.h
erm of two years, one of whou shall be elected in the even numbered
years, and two in the odd numbered years, S

Aﬁgg%éggus. ‘For the purpose of insugurating thils ataggerad election

. BYS - a1l officers and directors shall be elected at the 1944 State ;
"Convan‘ion. The president, secretary, second viece president and one =
director shall be elected Tor a term of two yearsy the first and third
vice presidents, treasurer and two directors for a one year term only.
At the 1945 Convention the last named will be elected for two year
terms, as preseribed in Sections 1 and 2. ' oy

- ' {This seetion can be eliminated from the By-lavs after the

1945 Convention.,) = =
deidl s ARTIOLE W :

: 1. Composition and Authority. The officers, directors, and
chairmen of standing committees shall constitute a Board of Directors
- which shall transact the general business of the League belween

. @onventions, i : B i3 .

i fsetion . Committees. The Board of Directors shall designate chaire
< men whatever gtanding committees may be necessary tc cerry on the
- work of the League, Lo : ki R R

o mﬁm 3+ Heetings. The.-'ﬁo&rd ghall holé at 1e?ast,,fanr' regular
-~ meetings

T annuslly, ineluding a pre-convention and pest-convention
 meeting, Special meetings may be ealled by the president or by a
~_mgjpr;  of the Boards : G A e

*-ﬁfﬁ&&gﬂ_&. zquorum;ﬁ,%nmbarkﬁp&ssént"Shall‘cdnjtitha a guorum provided
all members are notified in writing one week prior to the mesting.

agtion 5. Duty of Members.. It shell be the duty of members of the
: oard of Directors to attend all meetings of the Board., Fallure to
. attend a majority of the meetings in the first year of tenure shall
create a vacancy in that office. = = = s '

’“fﬂﬂﬁlsﬁignféo_.Vaeanmies.‘_fhe Board shall have power to £ill all va-
cancles which occur between conventions. S .

ﬁggl%gg %; Executive Committee, The officers of the Board shall
‘constitute an executive comnittee to transact urgent business in the
_4nterim of Board meetings, provided that nothing shall be done con=
trary to the poliey adopted at the annual convention nor to any action
of the Board., A majority shall constitute a quorum, <

2
i




ml 1. Fiscal Year. ‘The fiscal year shall be from April 1 thru

§gg§§§n' . .Buﬁggt.ﬁ The Board shall submit to the anmual convention ‘

or adoption a et for the ensuing year, including recosmendations

for financing the gue, £t =

e (The last clause can be omitted if we are going to d-penﬁ? :
_ {fpon pledges from the local Leasgues exclusively, £y

bectl  ,§. Treasirer, The treasurer shall make a detailed report to
- the Board of Directors at all regular meetinge, and an annual report to
the conventions - : -

. §2§§t§3“§; iAnﬂit. The books and records of the treasurer shall be
audited by a public accountant previous to the annual convention.

A ARTICLE VII

4+ A State Program of Work shall be adopted at the convention
as a two year program, with any necessary modifications permitted in
alternate years. The Board of Directors shall be responsible for pre-
paring a proposed program and shall submit it to the loecal Leagues

prior to the econvention, :
' ﬁgﬁgigg,a, The convention by a two thirds vote may order the cone
sideration of new matter for the program of work which is not ineluded
in the proposed program as submitted by the Board of Directors.
Adoption of such proposed new matter shall require a two thirds vote,
- which shall not be taken on the same day the new matter is presented,

ARTICLE VIII
Convention

i ggﬁgigg' » Place and Date, There shall bs an annual eonvention held
rCween 1 and June 31, the exact date and place to be determined
by the Board of Directors. : e

petion 2. Hepresentation, ilembers of the Board of Directors, and
docal League presidents or their alternateés, shall be delegatez and
shall each have one vote, Local Lesgues may have one additional dele-
gate for each ten members (in good standing). R

. Section 3. Dutles. The convention shall adopt a budget for the ensuing
yeary adopt a prograem of work, approve affiliation standards as pre-
nqziiaa‘hy the Bo&rd,-gluﬂﬁ'uffieors, and transact any other business

- that may be deemed necessary, : M

' 1 Qu#rum. ,a.upjari}' of aceredited delegates, or alternates,
2 reien - and voting, shall constitute a guorum to transaset convention -
‘business, L : :

s E‘_gnmg, National Conventions and General Council, Delegates and
,jhternatesrtq conventions and meetings of the Ceneral Council of the




e e

National League of Women Voters shall be appointed by the Board of
Directors. The president shall have power to fill vacancies whieh may
occur in the delegation. o :

ARTICLE IX
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Nominations. There shall be a nominating committee of five
members, two from the Board, one of whom shall be chairman, and three
from local membership, elected by the Board of Directors at least four
months before each convention., Immediately thereafter the State
Secretary shall send the name and address of these members to Board
members and to local League presidents soliciting suggestions for :
nominees for the offices to be filled, such suggestions to be sent to
the chairman of the nominatine commit%ee not later than sixty days
before convention. Names of nominees selected by the Committee, one
for each office, shall be reported to the Convention one day before the
election, Addi%ional names for each office may be presented from the
floor when consent of nominees has been obtained.

Section 2, Election. Elections shall he by ballot, When there is but
one nominee for any offilce, the secretary may be instructed to cast the
ballot for the Convention,

ARTICIE X
Duties of Officers

Section 1. The President shall be chairman of the Board of Directors,
~and the Executive Committee, and ex~officio member of all commlittees
except the nominating commi%tee. She shall preside at all meetings
and perform such other duties as regularly pertain to the office. She
shall be empowered to call one or more meetings anmially of local
League presidents, such an assembly to be known as the Presidents!'
Couneil.

Section 2. The Vice Presidents in the order of their rank shall, in
the absence, disabllity or death of the president assume all the duties
of that office for the unexpired term. They shall perform such other
duties as the president or the Board shall designate, ; _

ction 3. The Secretary shall keep a correct record of the proceedings
of the Convention, the Board of Directors, and Executive Committee, in
permanent books provided for that purpose, in which shall also be kept
a copy of the current By-Laws, the Affiliation Standards, and Standing
-Rules, ©She shall perform all other duties incident to her office. and
deliver to her successor within one month after the snnual conven%ion
all organization records and property in her possession. :

Section 4. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all funds of the
organization; shall deposit them in a bank approved by the Board, and
shall disburse them only upon order of the Board or president, or in
accordance with the adopted budget, She 'shall keep a full and accurake .4
of all receipts and disbursements, and deliver to her successor within

one month after the annual conVan%ion all records and property in her

possession.
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ARTICLE X

LARA LT, T4 b o)

A

These By-Laws may be amended by a two thirds vote of those present and
voting at any convention, such amendments h:ving been approved by the
board and notice of the subject matter having been given to the af-
filiated local Lesgues at least thirty days in advance.

. ARPICLE XII

The ruies can‘himd. in Rérbgrts Rulesg of Order Revised gshall govern the
organization when not in confliict with these By-Laws,
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iomo To Bulletin Chairman i

From ¥rs. James %. Bradner, Jr.
2nd Vice-President
Acting for the President

Vembers of the Natiomal Board and of the Texas Bosrd would like
to receive your bulletins. It is an easy and pleasant way to know

what is going on in each local League. If you can afford it,please

send the bulletins direct, otherwise send as many copies as you ean
spare to both offices,
League mailing lists are confidential.
The NLWV want seven copies sent to the office and one each to the
Board members listed :
Hational Doard .
Mrs. Marc A. Lawy 27 W, Linden Avenue, H ighland Park, Illinois
Mrs, John G, Lee, 0ld Mountain Road, Parmington, Connecticut
Jrs. Danlel ®, Earley, 5956 Belmont Ave., Cincimmati 24, Chie
lrsl ¥.,H, Peterson, 304 Princeton Ave., Madison, Wisconsin
lirs. Harold D, Dyke, 204 Robineau Road, Syracuse 4, New York
Urs. Ceorge H. ingels, 333 Larion Ave., Mill Valley, California
¥rs. Charles Z. Heming, 1010 5th Ave.,; Wew York City 16, N.Y.
Mres Tom Ragland, 1525 Riverview Road, Chattanocoga, Temmessee
¥rs. Vaurice A.Pollak, 605 Bronson Lane, Highland Park, Illinois

Texas Board
lrs. -.3. Brownscombe, 1420 =1 Campo Drive, Dallas 13, Texas
Mrs. G.H. Gill, Laliarque, Texas

lirs. J.W. Bradner,Jr., 420 Crestwood Drive, Fort Worth 7, Texas
Mrs. Fred P. Dodie, 2%25 Lake Shore, Fort arthuwr, Texas

Mre. L.l. Adkins, 6113 Pordham, Houstond, Texas

Mrg. Burton WeCollum, 20949 Chevy Chase Dr. Houston 6, Texas
liss Sarah Daniels, .’3902 windsor Ave. Dallas 5, Texas F.0.Box 3131
- Mrs. Do Bailey Calvin, 1516 Avemue H , Galveston, Texas

Vrs. John K., lVeadows, 904 Garner, Austin 22, Texas

urs Elwood Street, Si.‘l.s Reba Drive,Houston,o, Texas

¥Mrs Ym. Brockhausen, R.2 Box 366 F, San Antonio 1, Texas

Local Fresidents :
Mrs. D S. Strong,5006 Lafayette, Austin 22, Texus
lirs. HeA. Trexler, 3 Purdue 6, Texas

’ ’
Vrs. PAfdId David B. Trammell, 3903 lonticello Dr. Fort worth # Tex
¥rs Reaymond Gregory, 1419 24th 5t., Galveston, Texas

kirs. A. Ferd lorris, 1934 Addison Rd. , Houston 5, Texas

Mrs. Chas, Blair, LaMarque, Texas

¥rs John J. Redfern Jr., Box 921, Midland, Texas

lirs. Fred P. Dodge, 2626 Lake Shore Dr.y, Port Arthur, Texas

Mrs. James Carney, 524 Nashville, Port Arthur, Texas

lirs. Geo. H. Smi‘hh. 210 B. Carson Stey San Antonio 3, Texas

Nrs. J.H, leCullou h' 802 Second St. Ney Texas Ciw. Texas

Miss Christine Roebuck, Box 3616, TSCWg Denton,Texas

Miss Kathy Blend, 2613 Wichita, Austin, Texas
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Dear state Board member:

~In two saparato packages I have mailed you the follawxng mgﬁ_f-
erial from the Kational Leegue. In one paekago: G

1. "Your Part in a Discussion”

% iﬂsqggi;tiona far'aéiziag Our Séeond Chance'

3. 'Cﬁﬁplite set of Uhitediﬂatians campaign plans

| ‘In the ather package: . '

1, Coples of Eius Strauss' letters ta 1ocal and state presidants.

' with enclosures, dated October 20, December 4, December 5 and Dec-
ember 20, 1944, and Jenuary 19 and 24, 1945. (Under the letter
service rﬁeentiy ‘established by the kation&l Board we are now re=
ceiving automatically 15 copies of all of liss Strauss' letters to
local ané state presidents, for distribution among our state board
members. This ie & splendid innovation, I think.

2. Proposed By-laws of the National Lesgue of Women Voters. (Eecuuss
there will be no National convention this year the deadline on re=-
commendationt regarding the by~laws has been extended to June lst.

I suggest that we all ponder these by-laws changes and each of us

send in her own recommendations, vhich will supplement Augusta

Etreet's excellent report whieh wes rreseate& to - the Baard mseting'

1ast week. Also, pleasge gue of the hange in

and _get i2QQIXJE!TTYKIIII?TEMHF“Z!-wm ref: and send

9] r‘f“ﬂ!r recommendations. Aif they favor 1nereaaa- dire t contact
hetween National and local leagues they should gilve srecial consld-

eration to plans for financing it. Additicnalcoples of the progosed
- by-laws can be obtailned from Miss Jean E. Benton &t the Nationa :

League office, and apparently are free, irs. G, H. Gill, LaMarque,

has a few extra copies of the by-laws which are available 4 requcsted.

3. Natiomal League Board of Directors, Jan. 1945

4,  Malling 1ist for loecal hulletins, Jan. 1945, (Can you sec to 1t
: that your local league sends its bulletine as requested on this
~ sheet? It is ideal if 17 coples can ba sent, hut fewar than that
”“woulﬁ also be very accaptable. And f sta j uld alwa

(5 was vcry much impress ed by liss Strauss' letters and the en-
closures., {agire a beautifully connected picture of National League.
thinking and planning for the "nited Nations organizatisn campaign and
contain many ideas for little jobs whieh we can all do, such as clipping
and sending to the National lLeague office lavorable nswspaper statements
--gditorials, "ecolumns", letters to editors, etc.--on congressional re-
organization, abolishing two-thir&s treaty ratirication, Bretton ¥oods



~the National to all lecal league presidents,
3 ‘ * 8C ngeded

L - y_be
-alwaye go direct to local 1

a3

State Board members = 2 ,“_; . February 2, 1945

'-agiﬁa@eﬁt and_othéf phases éf the United Nations campalgn.

‘. Miss Strauss' letter of January 24th is & REQU ET'FdﬂfﬁﬁTIOH o
on two-thirds Senate treaty rstification. This letter went direct from -

in p _local les
ng quite frequently now, : :

‘ 1 leagues from the National, so will each of
you plemse undertake the continuing responsibility of seeing that-your _

his t_;;_f-_ for action is h
probably

~local league acts on these requests.

. Mrs, Gill-ﬁas'one or two extra copies of the letters from

;ﬁ;ss'étranan of Oc¢tober 20, December 5, December 20, January 19 and

January 24. Altho National sends us these additional coples for dis-
tribution to state board members only, I am sure there would be no
objection to extra coples being disposed of outside the Board if they
would £111 a real need. I think that the United FNations campaign :
chairman of @ loeal league, for instance, =mizht be sreatly helped by
these letters., Requests should be sent to Mre. G111 at LaMargue.

In‘aﬁeﬂraaﬁés”ﬁith Soard mction last week I have written
loeal league presidents that Mrs, G411 will be United Mations Campaign
chairman for the state league. I have alse turned over to her our sur-

 }-p1us supply of the National's publications and have notified the Nat-
~ . i6nal to send future orders direct to LaMargue for distribution froa.

there rather than from the state office. In order not to break the
arduously created habit of having locel leagues apply to the state of=-

. fice for sny help from the state leagve, I will not notify local leagues

of the above change in distribution methods for Hational publications.

. Requests for msterial from local leagues will be turned over to irs..
- @411, but es there are not likely to be many of them I hope that we

ean preserve our hard-won advantage of centralization of requeste to

5 . the state league in the state league office vhile al the sanme time en~
- Joying the advantage of decentralization. = _

Will the State Eanyenﬁion,committee-fgra. Adkins and Mrs, Brocke

" hausen--please hold off on making any arrangements for awhile, umtil I
© _ ean get further information regarding the probable adjournment date of . -
‘7. i the Legislature. Hr, Markle is sure that the Legislature cannot adjourn

before June 15th, but I want to get other opiniens. for, as discussed

. 4n the Board meeting last week, successful timing of our atate lesgue
convention depends a great deal upon the Legislature's ad journgdment

 date, yet we all agreed that a June convention is in most respects less
_preferable than a May convention. e, 2 s

Yours, :

}President 
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- DIFFEREHCES BETWEEN THF LEAGUE_

_'for each preeinct..

St e ST v SHEt
.ﬂ&f “E’ ﬁéf,z/ﬁﬁ \-—; m»‘ﬂ"

A2 ke

'ECRET BALLOT BILL AfiD REPRES_

'.-,g,{f ya g“**“ C,ﬁ 7t oy B -, :

‘56&--,.-» § ’ bt o f:f,,]_ ] c,é -,.j,,li‘“ :

LY,

TIVE SMITH'E SECRET BALLOT BILL

eague ll_'

'Eor general election ballotx chie

perforate a stub 1/2" x 3" 1n size,
in the upper right hand corner of

. the ballot; and for primary elec-
tion ballots, perforate a stub
- 1/2" deep for the whole ‘width of
the ballet L

on the bock of the perforated e

stub, number the ballots conse-~
cutively beginning with No. PR e

The serial number is the anly :  3.1;

- precinet of the voter,

Smith Bill
" H.B. 140

For«all'electiéns; divide

~ the ballot into two sec-

tions by means of perfor-
ations. The perforations
are to extend the whole

width of the ballot, but

their distance from the =

“top edge of ‘the bgllot is

not specifieda

On .the top section (exact

location not specified) num-

~ ber the ballots consecutively,
. beginning with No. 1l for each
ié;precinct. wg- B

The top section of the ballot
 shall contain s place for the

signature, address and voting =
to- :

‘[ gether with a certification

of eligibility to vote. Ine

- structions regarding marking

s the bazllot shall also be

mark appearing on the perforated
_stub : *
The presiding eiection.judge'ﬂx" 4,

only once.

Does nqt'mentionrkrficléf360§?_j 6

printed on the top section.._
The prsaiding election judge

signs the back of the ballot
twice=~once on the top section
~ and once on the lower seetion.

'When delivering the marked ballot 5.

~ - to the election judge, the ud s
~tears off the stub earrying

_sarial number. e _

fWhen delivering the markeﬁ o
~ ballot to the election judge,

_ the yoter tears off the top
- section bearing the serial

. _number.

;-Expressly repeals Article 3009 '
of the election laws which

forbids the voter having a

marked ballot or paper in tné
‘-polling place._ ;



 Pelruary 24, 1945

'mm !m sma Board mm:

M Euuhﬂh moau

RE) mn:l sidents’® eoumu. mq af aﬁ&aua r unt ru- uh:leu
‘ froa mﬂf:m = ! d .q

: m Bradner has sent poatmxds ta all Yoeal - lusm L
mmmumwmumsmw coupell, karch 27 and

!?: § e

i.amtin for both Incoming and outgol local lesgue es!.dcnts.'"*‘-.-""
uiudwutn: . ntnt" or::‘uuﬁmwm T
mmﬂwuﬁam ,mm iding in ¥idland, and’

I&nﬁn %111 esch Board mesmber pl uundtath-
_mu of fice ABRY estim for the um tor the hm preg-
~ idents’ em,lh

mwm--mwrmm hhshm
away fron Texas for an indeterainate period, ira, :m J. Redfern, Jr.,
has resigned the presidency of the nmf.«m of Soman Voters. -
 ¥rg, George iutngm in filling mmmmnn wmmu the
next president. Ner sdéress is: ]

‘ Hre. Mgt intmm, s & TS e
611 Vest Kansas, =~
amxm, Texas

ae phu- Mc m uddrus :Liat o!' Iml mﬂmh mnﬂﬁn:lr.,

' mtivonmnu- aail this mmlutrequst rem action =
~ 4n gupport of the umtimuaml amendaant to chango treaty ratifica-
" %ion procedurs from 2/3 of the fenate to a majority of both liouses of
- Congress, which has hdlyminh trouble in the Houss of Repe
—.mht m. Each loeal g:e received the rcqnnt, by air

‘15 memo I'n summarising the :ﬁrdqms #nd _the sction Hational'de aums.
M-Mhtmaw '‘ass to be dn the hands of Congres '

 Hareh Sth, for debete hs arch 6th and & vote tm m.m shortly.

- Hatiomal says that new or comseny is also mdod and auﬁguts take
ing the 2/3 mesorandun loeal editers snd then oli resultl

editorials end sending then to our Congressaen. The raquests

: actinn oltly m wuabere of the House of a#wewntutins; not ienstors
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. botifying thea of the rmmu; mmi” ,mmm"z % ml G
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mﬂm

nf ﬂlmu in w ﬂ:uhm necessitates being
mt. v "Q fﬂhﬂ :Q Mm, J’s’
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> Begr suu Enad ﬁemz: ) - B 2
s I am mr ‘happy to m»me ﬁmt ﬁrn. mnm Bnemqm o

. of San Antenis, our fellow foard member, has expressed her will-

ingness to serve as State Treasurer, md & me Tec I ! thltig

~ the Soard appoint her to that position.

S 1 am urr;' w “be 8o zxte vith mu mmmt, fer ﬁt
. Brockhausen eonsen téd to serve gquite & while ago, but a week of

flu for me, mnother week Tor my husband, and the intervening week

erammed full of arrangements for the Loeal Presidents’ Counedl

meant that many important pleces of lLeagué work are only just now
_being attended to. Bince the middle of March, as I have talked o

- meveral su&n Fpard members, about various matters, I have recom~

' mended ¥re, Prockhsusen's appointment and asked their views re-
- garding it. In every ease they have approved the wpoinmem and -

~ expressed ﬂlWo at her unznmem to serve,

SRR

I am Wtiﬁﬂll’l? sorry that this utm was not out before :

. Nrs, Bradver's letter about San Angelo went to Board members, and

you must have been rather mystified at the topsy turvy proceedings
of proposinz a woman for ¥rs, Prockhausen's successor as siate 23

. director befare you had been aslked to transfer ¥rs, Erockhausen to

- the state treasurership. ¥ell, the blame for this goes to me, ma}_j;
I--a.m! ﬁst fzt--tmlogtae fur moh nmrthﬂex prmm : :

i eaguc’s fiscal year ends today, and Mrs, mﬂau vmm
e~ TN turn over hw:r books to another treasurer ae soon as possible,
- s0 will you plenc £i11 aut und nm W m eaelued

mnﬂ; wa. Mk znm

mmmr mm
S Prui.ﬁmt e i




| April 9, 1945

Dear amu Board Heuber

¢ hnpe €ach of you has a comfortable ohair ha.ndy ta sink into_ "
as you read this, for I am sure you will be surprised at the news in
this letter! ‘he Brownscombes are ¢xpecting a daby in November; and
I am therefore resigning from the state presidency, effective April
25th, andé from the state legislative chairmanship, effective before
the 25th I bope. According to owr by-laws our first vice-president,
Amﬂo Laurie Gill, succeeds me, and I know that under her leadership
the State lLeague 3111 be in enmelimt hande. © In order that our new
president may have an opportunity to catch her breath and work inte
things over a period of time jnetead of all at once, my thought is
to transfer presidential affaire to her rather gradually between now
and the 25¢h, In that way I think we can make the tranefer crderly
and as eagy a® poseible for both of us. Items which I am transferring
to Annie Taurie with this letter are: oowpietien of arrangements for
our pert ir the General Couneil in m’ashingtbn in early May, estate con-
vention; and the recently received Reguest for Agtion from the Fational
regarding Fretton Yoods. I mention these because I am sure she will
want your ideas and suggestions regarding the first two items and will
be acking for your cooperation with the third item as soon as the re-
- mainder of our copies of the Reguest are regeived. Sineo time is
pressing I thought I could start the ball rolling and be helpful to
Amnie Taurie by mentioning the items, (Regarding the General Couneil,
I wrote to the National reserving two rooms for Texas delegates and
expressing my sorrow at not being tble to attend the Council). :

- All votes are in, and the Bosrd is unmimualy in favor of ap-
pointing Juliette Brockhausen as our new state treasurer. With great
- satisfaction 1 therefore announce lrs., Brockhausen's appointment, with
ths transfer of the treasurer's duties to be made to her as soon as
ie convenient for herself and Mrs, McCollum, I know I am expressing
the thoughts of the whole Board when I take this opportunity to give
our heartfelt thanks to Jessie NeCollum for the wonderful service she

‘hae rendered the State League as troasurer and Board member, I an

very glad also, and again I know that I am speaking for the whole
Foard, to welcome lMrs, Frockhausen as our nev treasurer and a nrthy
aueeeuor of ¥rs., MeCollum,

1 am very pleased to announce also that Jrs, HoCollum, chairman,
Mrs. Street and l¥rs, Adking are serving as the Sudget Committee which
ie preparing the ZState League budget for presentation to the state _
eonvmuoﬂ A tentative budget was presented to the Local Presidents'
- Couneil recently held in Austin and was well received, says the Dallas
: L&me m'esident. ,

'_ - ¥ith regard to my sueunw as tute 1eg$a1u1ve chairman I
have written Mmily Jo ﬂmnc. of Austin, asking her oonsent to my
recommending that the State Poard appoint her to be legislative chairs
man, And if she is willing to aceept the assignment I do heartily
recommend her appeintment to the position on either a short-term or
long-term basie, as she wishes, and either with or without State Board
membership, as she prefers, (e completion of the present secret



ba&lot sctivity would be the shor t-term uaaignnent. ‘and the long-term
assipnment would include, in addition to that, making plans for state
legislative activity for submission to the Foard and state convention
and putting them into operation as the Foard directe until the expir-
ation of her term in June, 1946, when the present terms of all State
Board members expire.) If Imily Jo is willing to be state legislative
chairman and wishes the position to curry with it membership on the
State Hoard, I think it will be an advantage to the Foard and to the
legislative profgram, and I feel also that it is about the only means
we have for compensating in any measure for a very difficult and ime-
-portant jeobh., Therefore, I feel that on all counts the chairmanship
should garry wim it atate hoard membership if Faily J’o wants it to,

'!he next two weeks are crucial to our legislative activity,

~ and ‘Me&uu time now means so wmuch in determining the succens or
failure of +he seeret ballot, I am taking the liberty of asking you
to vote now on Imily Jo's appointment in the hope that she is willing
to accept the position of state legislative chairman, Will youn,
therefore, please Till out and return jipmediately the enclosed nostal
eard, with the understanding that your vote becomes operative only if
Imi‘ly Jn is willing to accept the atate lesislative chairmanship.

: ‘Ihank you,

; Cur :.t'*tslutut situntion, briefly, is this, M the time of
the state board meeting last Jmmy congiderably lese than half of
the lerislators had been personally interviewed, but sinece then all
. except about Tive Senators and five Reprenantathu have been seen,
owing to the work of Miess ¥argaret Thillips and her committee in Aus-
tin, the state legislative committee, other state board members, and
the loca)l presidente’ council., The problem now is to get the bill
out on the floor in the fenate and House, and that reguires a great
deal of effort, for the ecalendars of both houses are excentionally :
crowded and the Speaker seems rather unfavorable to our efforts--his
- introduction of the local presidentn' delegation week before last was
“almost cold. Sarah Daniels, ¥nily Jo Strong and Miss Phillips are -
. meeting in Austin on the 1lth to discuss the situation with Represen-

tatives Markle and Smith and Reed of Dallas and to take what action :

 ‘peems wise, Other members of the state legislative committee will go

to Auntin the following week if desirable. Sarah has secured admir-
able publicity for the seeret ballot in several Texas newepapers, and
the elippings have just begun to come in from the U, of Texas Clipping
Tervi€e. 8o far we have had editoriale in the Temple Telégram, the
“Galventon News, the Weslaco paper, the Big Springs paper, the Anstin
Texan, the Iufkin News and the Fryan Fagle (whose editorial was
almost two columna long). There have bem newe articles in Yort
: Farth and Houston papers also, : .

: Ye-nre ¢

Kl izabeth F, Eromﬁeonhe '
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O~ April 14, 1945

Dear State Board Member:

The first running of this letter went out on the 1llth to the
State Board members whose duties would be most affected by the news
that the Brownscombes are expecting a baby in November, and that I am
therefore resigning from the state presidency, effective April 25th,
and from the state legislative chairmanship effective as of now, The
second running of this letter has been delayed by house guests and more
pressing League business, but I believe all of you have heard the main
news of this letter by now,

According to our by-laws our first vice-president, Annie Laurie
Gill, succeeds me, and I know that under her leadership the State League
will be in excellent hands, In order that our new president may have
an opportunity to catech her breath and work into things over a period
of time instead of all at once, my thought is to transfer presidential
affairs to her rather gradually between now and the 25th., In that way
I think we can make the transfer orderly and as easy as possible for
both of us, Items which I have already transferred to Annie lLaurie
are; completion of arrangements for our part in the General Council
in Washington in early May; state convention; and the recently received
Request for Action from the National regarding Bretton Woods.

All votes are in, and the Board is unanimously in favor of ap-
pointing Juliette Brockhausen as our new state treasurer, With great
satisfaction I therefore announce Mrs, Brockhausen's appointment, with
the transfer of the treasurer's duties to be made to her as soon as is
convenient for herself and Mrs, McCollum, I know I am expressing the
thoughts ‘of the:'wholé Board when I take this opportunity to give our
hear tfelt thanks to Jessie McCollum for the wonderful service she has
rendered the State League as treasurer and Board member, I am very
glad also, and again I know that I am speaking for the whole Board, to
welcome Mrs, Brockhausen as our new treasurer and a worthy successor of
Mrs, McCollum,

I am very pleased to announce also that Mrs, McCollum, chairman,
Mrs., Street and Mrs, Adkins are serving as the Budget Committee which
is preparing the State League budget for presentation to the state con-
vention, A tentative budget was presented to the Local Presidents'
Council recently held in Austin and was well received, says the Dallas
League president,

With regard to my successor as state legislative chairman I had
hoped to secure Imily Jo Strong, of Austin, but she has declined the
nomination to the chairmanship because, with the two children and all,
she cannot give the work the necessary time, Alice Xilman would be an
ideal chairman, but with all the work she has as Houston League presi-
dent I simply haven't the nerve to suggest that she undertake this ad-
ditional assignment., The alternative seems to be for the state legis-
lative commi ttee to proceed without a chairman, with each member work-
ing along her own line and keeping in very close touch with all other
members of the committee., For example, Sarah Daniels has been doing
publicity and will continue to do so, Bmily Jo and Margaret Phillips
are watching the situation in Austin, Alice Kilman and Dolored Adkins
have also had their eyes on the Legislature and have contributed very
good ideas on procedure, various members of the state legislative com-
mittee can go to Austin on occasion., With all the committee members so
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interested in getting the secret ballot bill passed and so willing

to do whatever is necessary to achieve that, I am sure that this is
one time when a committee without a chairman will do a splendid job,
altho efficiency experts do shake their heads at that type of organi-
zation! ,

The next two weeks are crucial to our legislative activity.
Te situation now, briefly, is this, At the time of the state board
meeting last January considerably less than half of the legislators had
been personally interviewed, but since then all except about five Sen-
ators and five Representatives have been seen, some of them more than
once, owing to the work of Miss Margaret Phillips and her committee in
Austin, the state legislative committee, other state board members, and
the local presidents' council, The problem now is to get the bill out
on the floor in the Senate and House, and that requires a great deal of
effort, for the calendars of both are exceptionally crowded and the
Speaker seems rather unfavorable to our efforts-~his introduction of the
local presidents' delegation week before last was almost cold. Sarah
Daniels went to Austin this week, where she consulted with Representa-
tives Narkle and Reed of Dallas about the situation, discussed things
with Fmily Jo and Margaret Phillips, did good work in the Senate, and
came back with a plan of action in mind which should do as much as we
can toward getting the bill out on the floor. Sarah has secured admir-
able publicity for the secret ballot in several Texas newspapers, and
the clippings have just begun to come in from the U, of Texas Clipping
Service, So far we have had editorials in the Temple Telegram, the
Galveston News, the Weslaco paper, the Big Springs paper, e Rustin
Daily Texan, the Lufkin News, the Bryan Fagle (whose editorial was al-
most two columns long) and the Houston Post. There have been news
articles in Fort Worth and Houston papers also.

Yours,

K izabeth F, Brownscombe



I am in favor of One Year's Compulsory Military Training, 2 X
I am apposed to One Year's Compulsory lMilitary Training. 2 ﬁ'

I am in favor of adding Compulsory Military Training to the League's Active List.
I am apposed to adding Compulsory Military Training to the League's Active List.. 2 =

I am in favor of removm&, No. 5 from the League's Active List. /f
I am apposed to removing No. 5 from the League's Active List. a2




Memo to: State Board Members :
Re: Requested changes in the National program of work
From: Elizabeth F. Brownscombe

In early March Miss Strauss' letter containing two proposals
for modification of the National League program, to be considered
at the General Council meeting next month, was sent to all state
board members. Expressions of the attitude of several of you have
come in, but I have not yet heard from all Board members, and T am
sure our delegates to the General Council would like to know how
each of you feels about these proposed modifications--addition of
an ltem on compulsory military training to the Aetive List, and
removal of Item 5 on the present Active List.

At the Local Presidents' Council meeting in Austin three weeks
ago these proposed modifications were used as the basis of a short
exposition and disecussion on the local leagues' part in making the
National lLeague program, Each delegate took back to her local
league the two proposals for modification, with the understanding
that either the general membership of her local league or the
Board of Directors were to discuss the proposed changes and vote
on them during April, in time for the results to be of value to
our delegates to the General Council.

The Dallas League had a meeting this morning on these proposed
changes. It took the form of a debate on the merits and demerits
of compulsory military training itselfy a talk on the advisability
of add the compulsory military training item to the League pro-
gram, no matter what one's feeling about compulsory military train-
ing itsolr; and a talk on the advisability of removing the present
Item 5 from the program. The two points of view on program length
were brought out--long versus short--and with regard to Item 5 the
additional consideration was advanced,of which was most truly rep-
resentative of the opinion of the whoie League, the large delegate
body which last year at the National Convention epproved Item 5,
or the small delegate body, the General Council, whiech this year
is asked to remove the item. The vote was as follows (yes, it was

by secret ballot):

254 of the meeting favored compulsory military training in itself;
75% opposed it. 23% of the meeting favored adding compulsory mili-

«:;r{htraining to the League's Active List; 77% opposed it. 66 2/3%

e meeting favored removing Item § from the League's Active List;
33 1/3% opposed it. So the Dallas League is against compulsory mili-
tary training itself; against having it on the National programj and
in favor of removing Item § from the program. .

How do your local leagues feel about these issues?



April 24, 1945

HESO T0: BState Board m‘b&a
RE: Legislative chairman; loeal presidents' gouneil
FROM: HRizabeth ¥, Brownscombe

i am very happy to announce that lre, ¥l Kilman, of Houston,
~_has expressed her willingness to be State Legislative chairman and
have charge of continuing the campaign for the secret ballot, whieh
has practically reached its eclimax., Alice Kilman neede no introduec-
“tion to any of you, I am sure - she has been doing excellent work

for our bill for many months, and we are indeed for tunate to have the °

benefit of her very extensive legislative knovledge, contacts and
experience. It gives me great pleasure to recommend to the Board
 that ¥rs, Kilman be appointed State Legislative chairman and a mem-
ber of the State Board of the T, L, W, V., Please fill out and re-
turn the enclosed postal card, which is addressed to Mre. Gill, who
will assume the state presidency day after tomorrow.

: Time moves so Tast and so mueh happens so quickly that the
Local Presidents' Council of three and a half weeks agZo seems rather
out-dated, but we were all in on the beginning of it and the arrange-
ments for it, so 1'd like us all to have the finish of the story.

- All comments on the Couneil are most enthusiastie, with aneec-
~ial praise for the agenda and the discussion-group type of meeting
(Lenore Bradner, please take a bow), for the leadership of Helen
MeCullough, Annie Laurie Gill, Tmily Jo Strong and Alice Kilman,
and for the excellent reports of all the presidents and the contri-
butions of each delegate to the discussion. Leagues represented

were: TOCW Campus, by Mise Vhite, their faculty advisor; Yort Worth;

Austin; San Antonio; CGalveston; Houston; Texas City; Lalarque; Port
Arthur; Dallas; and the new league of San Angelo, The only two not
represented were Midland and the University of Texas Campus League,

A stenographer took full notes on all the discussion, boiled
them down, and furnished us with several copies for distribution
among state board members. There are not enough for each one of us,.
80 I am making the following distribution: a ecopy BHF Juliette
Erockhausen, to be passed on to Dorothy Meadows; a copy for Jessie
‘HeCollum, to be passed on to Augusta Street and to Doleres Adkins

~and to be kept in Dolores' files as seeretary, a cony for Lenore

Bradner; a copy for Sarah Daniels; and a copy for the state office
files. (Mildred Dodge read the report when she was in Dallas last
week, and Helen HcCullough has offered her copy to Annie Laurie and
Hovella if they need it before the state office filee arrive in
Lal¥arque. ) : R ¢ -

~ ILIZABXTH ¥, PROWNSCOMBE

] 14:2."‘%%..,-“ T SR e




TEXAS LEAGUE RO FESW @M EN VO TERS

21st AND AVENUE G *l GALVESTON, TEXAS

Alffiliated with the
National League of Women Voters

June 6, 1944

Jiemorendum to Board of Directors
From Hovella Calvin
Re Pre and Post Convention Board Heetings.

The Pre-Convention Board leetings are scheduled es
followss
Monday e« 3130 pe me to 5130 ps m,
8:00 p. m. to 10100 p. m.
Tuenday « 9:00 a. ms %o noon

The Post-Convention Meetinge sre tentatively scheduled
for Wednesday afternoon and Thursday worning, meetings
subject to change by the 1944-4% Noard,




Memo to: State.Board Hhmbnrs

Re: Requested changes in the National program of work

From: Elizébeth P, Brownscombé

In early March Miss Strauss' letter containing two propesals
for modification of the National League program, to be considered
at the General Couneil meeting next month, was sent to all state
~ board members. Expressions of the attitude of several of you have

come in, but I have not yet heard from all Board members, and I am
sure our delegates to the General Council would like to know how
each of you feels about these proposed modifications-~addition of
an item on compulsory military training to the Active List, and
removal of Item 5 on the present Active List. :

. At the Loceal Presidents' Council meeting in Austin three weeks
ago these proposed modifications were used as the basis of a short
exposition and discussion on the local leagues' part in making the
National League program. BEaech delegate took back to her local
league the two proposals for modification, with the understanding
~that either the general membership of her local league or the .
Board of Directors were to discuss the proposed changes and vote
on them during April, in time for the results to be of value fto.
our delegates to the General Council. -

The Dallas League had a meeting this morning -on these proposed |
changes. It took the form of & debate on the merits and demerits
of compulsory military training itself; a talk on the advisabllity ‘
of adding the compulsory military training ltem to the League pro-
gram, no matter what one's feeling about compulsory military train-
ing itself; and a talk on the advisablility of removing the present .
Item 5 from the program. The two points of view on program length |
were brought out--long versus short--and with regard to Item 5 the |
additional consideration was advanced,of whiech was most truly rep-
- resentative of the opinion of the whoie League, the large delegate
body which last year at the National Convention approved Item 5,
or the small delegate body, the General Counecil, which this year
is asked to remove the item. The vote was as follows (yes, it was
- by secret ballot): : )

 25% of the meeting favored compulsory military tralning in itselfy
75% opposed it. 23% of the meeting favored adding compulsory mili-
tary training to the League's Active List; 77% opposed it. 66 2/3%
of the meeting favored removing Item § from the League's Active List;
33 1/3% opposed it. So the Dallas League is against compulsory mili-
~tary training itself; against having it on the National programj and
in favor of removing Item 5 from the program. S

How'do your loéﬁl leagues feel about these issues?
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