





President's Letter {cont.) 2

expressed in numbersof days rather than by weeks or months. The new bylaws, which
went into effect upon passage, can be fourd iu Counveation Workbook, Part II until the
1989-90 League Directory is published this summer.

During the first plenary mesting, reports were given by Diane Sheridan, President,
and Barbara Weinstein, Development Director. Sheridan evsluated the state League's
efforts to take risks, focus ite work, and try new approaches to league activities—
all of which led to many successes over the last two years. Weinstein presided over
the presentation of the second annual Pot of Gold award for excellence in fund
development, which went to LWV-Houston Area.

Upon adjournzment, delegates gathered for a delightful reception hosted by LWV-Houston
Area. Incoming presidenta then joined state beard members for informal, get—
acquainted Dutch~treat dinners in area restaurants and the nearby Galleria. After
dinner, caucuses called by local Leagues addressed child care, child abuse, and
relations with the national League. A

Saturday's activities began early when delegates attended one of six concurrent
workshops: incoming presidents, local League use of L¥V-Texas Education Fund, local
Leagues with their own education fund organizastions, fundraising, VOTER production,
and Votere Guide production and funding.

The second plenary meeting opened with delegates' granting consideration to the not-
recomnended item of Child Abuce and Neglect. Debate on this and the recommeunded
study of Child Care occurred Saturday morning. After & rscess, delegates switched
subjects and discussed and debated the propossd 1989-90 budgets. A $10 per-member
payment, with & $300 minimum level of support per local League, was adopted for 1989-
90. This plenary meeting ended with a report from Evelyn Bonavita, Legislative
Director, giving the status of our two legislative priorities (Services for the
Seriously Mentally Ill and Community-Based Alternatives to Prisons), as well as other
items we are tracking. Eonavitas also shared with delegates the rather serious
problem LWV-Texas faces in providing legisiative support in Austin for the program
directors around the state, now that we have no full-time volunteer legislative
director there.

Saturday's luncheon address focused on the activities of the LWVUS Lobby Corpe as
described by veteran lobby corps member, Fran Kieffer, of Fairfax County, Virginia.
Kieffer described how these League volunteers from the Washington area lobby on
behalf of local Leagues on ILMWVUS advocacy priorities. In keeping with her role,
Kieffer urged convention delegates to work in support of HB 15, national voter
registration legiglaticn.

After lunch, delegates and observers worked in emall groups with a discussion leader
to attempt to reach member asgreement by a mcdified concurrence proceas on the
mission, goals, and objectives of a draft long range plen. After examining the
proposed plan and suggesting modifications, workehop perticipants brainstormed to
produce creative sugjestienc for the board to consider in implementing the plan.
Baged on the input from this very productive workshop seseion, Louise Cummins, chair
of the Long Range Plan Committec, will present the state board with the final draft
plan for their consideration and approvel at the June, 1989 board meeting.

The second plenary meeting reconvenad lste Saturday afterncon with completion of
debate on the rerainder of the proposed program: Women under Texas Law, Government,
Administration of Justice, Social Policy/Human Resources, Hatural Resources, and the



Program Summary. Delegates debated against the proposal to drop the State-Local
Fositions item, snd amended the summsry of the Public School Finance pesition to
produce wording that more clearly reflected the detsiled position. "Action to
achieve a high quality educstfon for sll Texas public school children through sn
equitable school finance syctem” was substituted for the wording proposed on page 38,
Section IV. A. of the Convention Workbook, Part I.

The highlight of the aftsrncon was undoubtedly the serles of skits, depicting
dreadfully familiar membership recruitment eveants, that punctuated the presentation
of meubership growth awerds. LWV-Midlend (48%), LWV-Edinburg/McAllen (40Z), and LWV~
Orange (30%Z) received $100, $75, and $50 respectively for having the greatest
percentage incressea in locally recruited members between January 1, 1988 and January

1, 1989. 1In addition, LWV-Dallas received the sward for the beat membership growth
plan.

On Saturday night we partied, celebrating the 70th birthday of the League of Women
Voters of Texas. Surrounded by festive decorstions, delegates enjoyed an elegant
banquet, sang happy birthday to the League, snd tcoasted our victories. Under the
direction of Louisze Cummins, the state board screnaded (??7) delegates with songs
such as "We're Forsvor Doing Studieaz, " to the tune of "I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles,
" and "Msmas, Do Fope Your Dabies Gruw Up to Be Leaguers” to the old Texas favorite
of similar title.

Former state Loague presidents Ruth Josz (1966-70), Vets Winick (1970-75), Betty
Avderson (1975-79), Dians Clark (1979-83), end Loils Carpenter {1983-87) shared their
memories of the victories that occurrad during their terms. And Cookie Smith (1956-
60) 2nd Eleanor Richards (1952-56) sent greetings. Each former president was
presented with a framed reproduction of the page of the original minutes of the Texas
REqual Suffrege Asscciation convention recording paseage of the motion by which it
became the Texae Leagus of Women Voters on October 10, 1919. Also reproduced was the
pege of the minutes recording the first convention of the Texas League of Women
Voters, in which the treasurer's report revealed that income projections had not been
met and the League held a note for $1200! On the back of the framed "picture” was a

copy of the original typed resolution calling for the suffrage assoclation to
disgolve into the League.

Ag the for—~er presideats lined up or the stage with a pilece of paper, a metal cookie
tin, and matches in hand, unnuspscting delegates slowly realized that a wmost
sizaificant victory would be celebrated by the burning of the note tsken to purchase
the state League office. Having raised nearly $190,000 in four and = half years (the
last of it just deys before Convention) due primarily to the generosity of League
membera, the state League indsed had a victory worth celebrating. The note became
aghes ag delegates and guests cheered. In gratitude for their help, each local

League that had made a donstion from their League funds wes given a certificate of
appreciation.

Saturday evening ended with the whole crowd joining in singing "This League is Your
League” proving that League conventions are not alwaye all work and no play. Of

courge, indefatigable 2s alwavs, some League members trooped off to caucuses after
the galz ended.

The third plenary meeting began Sunday morning with the vote on program. The amended
proposed program was passed, including the study of Child Care in Texas. (This
copventicn summary plus the Convention Workbook provide a complete version of the
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FOIFT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ralph Langer, President
Vice President/Executive Editor
The Dallas Morning News
Phil Record, Vice President
Associate Executive Editor
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Phil Magers, Treasurer
State Editor
United Press International
Yolette Garcia, Secretary
News Director
KERA 90.1 Radio
Chip Babcock, Attorney
Jackson & Walker
Jack Balagia, Atiorney
McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore
Jeff Bruce, Editor
Longview Daily News, Morning Journal
Ken Bunting, Austin Bureau Chief
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Jud Dixon, Editor, FOI FOCUS
Communications Consultant
Shelly Katz, Photographer
Time
Retta B. Kelley, Vice President/General Manager
Longview Newspapers, Inc.

Paul LaRocque, Assistant Professor of Journalism
Southern Methodist University
Peter Lesser
Attorney
Jack Loftis, Vice President/Editor
Houston Chronicle
John Lumpkin, Texas Bureau Chief
Associated Press
Larry Mayo, Publisher
Palestine Herald-Press
Paula Moore, Managing Editor
El Paso Times
Edward L. Rademaekers, Managing Editor
San Antonio Light
Keith Shelton, Journalist-in-Residence
University of North Texas
Norma Sosa, Managing Editor
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
Howard Swindle, Assistant Managing Editor
The Dallas Morning News
Jack Taylor, Reporter
Dallas Times Herald
Paul Watler, Attorney
Jenkens & Gilchris
Tom Willlams, Attorney

Bishop Payne Lamsens & Brown
Nancy E. Monson, Executive Director
Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas
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AGENDA

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 1989
EARLY BIRD SESSIONS

FOI'IN TEXAS .....1989 LEGISLA-
TIVE UPDATE

FOI IN THE COMPUTER AGE
RECEPTION
JAMES MADISON AWARD DINNER

WELCOME.....GEORGE IRISH,
PUBLISHER, SAN ANTONIO LIGHT

SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 1989
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

WELCOME .....RALPH LANGER,
VICE PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE
EDITOR, THE DALLAS MORNING
NEWS AND PRESIDENT OF

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
FOUNDATION OF TEXAS.

ROUNDTABLE SOCRATIC DIALOGUE
WITH GOVERNMENT, LEGAL, AND
MEDIA PARTICIPATION

BREAK

LUNCHEON SPEAKER....UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
WILLIAM WAYNE JUSTICE

FORUM....A TIME TO
ASK....QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
FOUNDATION OF TEXAS
ATTORNEYS.

ADJOURNMENT








