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By DIXIE SHIPP

Capitol 5taff
A state program shouldn’t be|
able to just breeze down the
track to funding, but ratber|
jump some pretty high hurdles]
to prove itself worthy of

TMA members statewide are
also busy lobbying with local
legislators for the five proposed
legislative p[eces. o

dollars. nE‘; + |that need consideation,”. Millér
That’s the theory of the! said” ;.. to mte a; nom
Manufacturers Association as it|pusinesslike . .* $treamlined ap-"

takes the story of its plan to
revamp stale spending
procedures fo the people. .

The five point plan, unveiled
carlier this week at a- capitol
press conference, is aimeg, at
some of the weak poipfs ‘w
researchers say, after a"yedr of
study, are the troublemakers.

Carl  Braubach, °research
director rnr-mw
statewide association of " 3,500
member businesses will have
spent $45,000 br end of, the

proach to money management."

Braubach, who works out of
TMA's Austin branch office,
said the research program was
developed _after liy..asinesuvs
found;, themselves - “sitfing

year.”
“Every big interest has
interest in taxes and lobby for

current legi
more  than .5,
man-hours  would” ﬁﬁ’ ~been
invested in putu.hg togeﬂiqr
proposals. 2

TMA has dra!l.ed fwe mndel
laws to correct the deficiencies
and are now  looking/ “for
sponsors to hoepfully begin the
process of couvern:w the. bills|
into law. Fpfier

In the meantime smfne 35l0cal
TMA chaplers — one of them
the three-county Central Texas
chapter which includes Austin
— have been {rying to educate|
the public about the TMA
proposals.

Will Miller of Duplex
Advertising in ‘Austin,
immediate past chapter
chairman- of the local chapter,
said during the past year more
than 300 clubs have been shown|
a slide-presentation all ver the
state that, graphical!y dispiays
the TMA program.. v [

One TMA represemaﬂve s
each area is trained to give the
talks and then contacts as many|
local social and business clubs
as possible with the message, he
said.

This vear in addition to the
slide presentation the speech
makers will be cquipped with a

am

|through , .
money . would be difficult o]

its a little late to
-we beaan'ﬁ
m'needum with int:gmy_bh

into it
- build hurdles so the

spend.”
The five proposals ' aps not|
mew he said but do reﬂecuomg

|business practice through 2|
system of checks and balances]

. “We're ‘not. 1.e1||ng any‘wiy'
haw to, run’their business, ; duah

oyl oy s, ooy 5

for “agdinst different ‘types{":shes..
explained. “We finally said if
you're looking for economy in..
olier af tax ime”  F1i ¥
“wThat's when w - 5{3
it we couldn's get a rational e

all | the ' way|-

st te:
; £ 1-]54‘1‘: 'r\

2 the, "p
of earmagking |, state

built into the money _pio,

.The proposals, as autlined by
the TMA this week, call for the
legislature to:

—Authorize the guvernor as|

on a quarterly basis. similar
measures in the past have been
held mﬂl‘hwﬁmal by
altorney general decumnuﬁul
TMA officials feel they have|
t \drafted a law which carefully

entanglements. !
—Authorize the legislative
budget board to --conduct

gll the way through, 21 eei Iy

“|system to provide a ﬂve .year
cost projectian’for -l

mm
bills aresd un‘lhi"leave
iproposition, the -lhl&ﬁtln

tnmaﬂuwmewholepmormce

~Establish a fiscal nnte

prospectiv5 * Yspendhig

and program

check by the state auditor to
make sure financial books are

prepared text, wridten by .a
Houston advertising

vorkinz with TMA on the plan. his

in order, this- audit, by the LBB

ving up to expectations

performance audits of agency|l
‘Operational |
efficiency. Unlike the regular|

lation. Although the house
now does this, the price tag is
attached after the cemmittee
work Is finished: TMA ‘says the
price tag ought to go on first, in
both. bouses, - since, . it is adk

firmiwould see if the program was!legitimate pro or con for M'e?s"

nroposal.
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REVAMP STATE erﬁmNG PROCEDURES
¢t“refoxrns and took 5 000 man-hours to prepare

hat thé TMA cnnslders a
“'ridiculous” practice of lymg
up 80 per cent of the states
incoming money by specifying it
for some 300 special
limited-propose funds.

Although the TMA is already'

Iconvmed lhe legislature ought
to have a chance to look at all
the money and reset priorities
accordingly they recommend
here only a study commission
|due to the controversial nature
of the proposal, Braubach said.

the last days of the session and| |
{rewrote the appropriations bill,|:
the state's chief executive| v
officer, to review state spending|g

aispecial session. | = | 3
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Associated Press
The Texas Manufacturers As-
sociation recommended Wednes-

day tighter control by both the
legislature and- the

[over how tax dollars are spent.
“Jim Yahcy,%the TMA's chiel
{1okbyist, also $aid Chafices are
“reasonably ggod” that the leg-
Islature - that convenes mext
Tuesday can complete its work
without needing a tax bill,

' The TMA lald out these five
proposals for “budget reform,"

year: .
~“Budget execution™ author-
ity for the'governor, giving him
power to make .quarterly re-
views “of agency  spending
plans, and to block ex-
penditures that he regards as
unnecessary because of
changed circumstances since|:
the legislafure appropriated the

funds.
—Performance  audits  of

aRpIETqperdtions m‘@,ﬁ!“.'
lative Budget Board,’ gauging
how effectively” the varlous|
state departments and in-
stitutions are doing their work.

—Creatjon of a Texas Com-
mission on'Revenue Earmark-
ing, to study the system of spe-
cial funds that the TMA said
leaves the legislature with pow-
er over only 20 per cent of the
state. budget. The' 14-member
commisEon, Bppointac by Thed
governor, would have to report
by Feb. 1, 1675,

~“Price tagging” by the
budget board of any bill that
would require expenditure of
state funds, The five-year cost
estimate would have to be
made before a commiltee hear-
ing on such a bill could be held.

—Prohibiting the conference|
committee on the general ap-
propriations bill each session
from adding expenditure items
not previously approved by the
House or Senate.

The last two Items already
Jincluded In legislative rules,
jbut the TMA wants them
.|enacted as law, [
hile not writing it into the[”
statute, the TMA sald

‘Imendations to_the legislature.
The budget board now submits
{a proposed appropriations bill
oo, e

-
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Budgetary
Reform

FIVE SEPARATE budgets for
1972-73 were proposed to the
Legislature before an ap-
propriations bill was passed. Then
the second year’s appropriations
were vetoed by Gov. Preston Smith,
requiring a special session to
provide money.

Sois it any wonder that voices for
budgetary reform are being raised
all over the place?

The multiple-budget situation is
just one of numerous examples of
the sorry system now in force.

The Texas Manufacturing
Association, in testimony before the
House Revenue and Taxation
Committee, made a good case for
reform in this field.

Contending that better budgeting
could avert continual increases in
the size of tax measures, the
association called for these reforms:

—Periodic review of programs
receiving state funds.

—Reduced power for the free
conference committee which
reconciles differences between
Senate and House versions of bills.

—Provision of more budgetary
accountability.

—Efficiency checks of state of-
fices.

—Elimination of duplicated ef-
forts in the formulation of state
budgetary proposals.

Dolph Briscoe, Democratic
nominee for governor, and many of
those who'll be members of the next
Legislature, have stressed
budgetary reform in their proposals
for restructuring some of the
machinery of state government.
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