OF GEOGRAPHY.

ADDITIONS to the Article concerning
Geography, Vol. I, p. 13-

I,
On the Extent of the Terreflrial Continents.
PAGE 154. 16aid, that the longf line which

can be drawon in the ancient Continent is
about 3600 keagues. By leagues, I mean thofo
ufed in the environs of Paris, which are 2000
or 2100 fathoms long, and about 27 of them
make a degree.

Befides, though in this article of general geo-
graphy, | endeavoured to reach that degree of
exa@nefs which fubjects of that nature require ;
yeta few flight errors have eféaped me. Tor

mple, 1. 1 have not ufed the names adopted
or given by the French to feveral parts of Ame-
rica. I uniformly followed the Britith globes
made by Senex, of two feet diameter, from
which my charts were exa@ly copied. The
Britith are more juft than the French, w ith re-
gard to counties they difeoyer, or through which
they travel. They preferve the original name
of each country, or that which was beftowed on.
it by the firlt difcoverers. We, on the contrary,
often give French names to the countries we vi-
fit, which is the caufe of that obfeurity in
the geographical nomenclature of our language,
But, as the lings which traverfe the two Conti-

nents
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nents in their greateft length are well marked,
in my charts, by the two extreme points, and
feveral other intermediate ones, whofe names are
generally adopted, no effential ambiguity can
arife from this circumftance.

2. T likewife neglected to give the calculation
of the furface of the two continents, becaufe it
is eafily made on a large globe. ' But, as many
perfons have exprefled a defire to fee this cal~
culation, I here fubjoin that which M. Robert
de Vaugondi tranfmitted to me at the time*,

From
* Calculation of our Continent by geometrical leagues
fquare.
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Caleulation of the left half. lculation of the right half.
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Difference 14051
Which is fearcely a degree and a half fquare,

Calea-
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From this calculation it appears, that, on the left
of the line of partition, there are 2471092} of
fquare leagues, and 2469687 fquare leagues on
the right of the fame line 5 and confequently that
he Old Continent confifts of about 4940780
fquare leagues, which is not one fifth part of

10

the carth’s furface.

In the fame manner, the part on the left of
the line of partition in the New Continent, con=
tains 1060286 fquare leagues, and that on the
sight of the fame line confifts of 1370926+
Calculation of the Continent of America according to the

fame meafures.

Galculation of the lefe half, - Calculation of the right half.

161965
201250

Difference

Which is fearc
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in all, about 2140213 fquare leagues; which
makes not one half of the firface of the Old
Continent.  As- both Continents contain but
7080993 fquare leagues, their fuperficies is not
near one third-of the total furface of the globe,
which is about 26 millions of fquare leagues.

3 T ought to have mentioned the fmall dif-
ference of inclination that fubfifts between the
two lines by which I divided the two Continents.
I contented myfelf with faying, that they were
both inclined o the Equator, in oppofite fides,
about 30 degrees, which is not the precife fadt;
for that of the Old Continent is a little more
than 30 degrees, and that of the New a little
lefs. If T had given this explanation, 1 fhould
have avoided the imputation of having drawn
two lines of unequal lengths, under the fame
angle between two parallels ; which would have
proved, as an anonymous critic remarks#, that [
am unacquainted with the clements of geometry.

4. I negleéted to diftinguifh Upper from Lo
er Egypt; fo that, in p. 137 and 138, theresis
the appearance of a contradicion, In the firft
of thefe paffages, Egypt fcems to be ranked

moft ancient lands, while, in the fe-
cond, it is reckoned among the moft recent, - I
was wrong in not diftinguithing, as I had elfe-
where done, Upper Egypt, which is a very an-
cient land, from Lower Egypt, which is a very
new territory.

* Lettres & un Americain,
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