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The Short-tailed FIELD-MOUSE *.

HE fhort-tailed field-moufe is fill more

common and more generally diffufed than
the long-tailed kind.  The latter never appears
{n igh grounds ; but the former is found every
where, in the woods, the fields, the meadows,
and even in the gardens. Itis remarkable for
the thicknefs of its head, and the fhortnefs of its
tail, which exceeds not an inch in length. Tt
Jigs holes in the carth, where it amafles grain,
fiberts, andacorns: But itappears to prefer corn
to every other food. In the month of July,
when the grain isripe, the fhort-tailed field-mice
affemble from all quarters, and often do great da~

« This animal has a large head, a blunt nofe, fhorc ears
fhore il The colour

wih black, and he belly is of a decp afi-colour.
o the body, from tail to nofe, 6 inches, and that of the tail
ich i dhinly covered with hair, and terminaed by a fmall
inch and & half; Paanant's Sympf of Quad: . 305
Nus agrelts minor; Gofer. Quad. $.733. Leon Quad. p. 116+
Mas agrefis capite grandi, Brachiuros; Ry, Syne: Rued:

efvis, canda mediocri fubpilofa, palmis fubetra-
s pentadallyls, auriculs vellere brevioribus
82.
Mus agrefts capite grandi Kiein. Quad. . 57
Mas caada brevi, pilis ¢ migricante et fordide lutco mixtis
in dorfo, et fawwrate cinerels in ventre, veficus.—Mus cam-
. Regn. duim. p. 17
lot & courte quew, petit Tat des. champs
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‘mage by cutting the flalks of the corn, in order
to come at the ears. They follow the reapers,
and eat up all the fallen or negleted grain,
When the gleanings are devoured, they flock
to the new-fown fields, and prematurely de-
firoy the crop of the cafiiing year.  In winter,
moft of them retire into the woods, where they
feed upon filberts, acorns, and the feeds of trees,
In particular years, they appear in numbers fo
immente, that they would deftroy every thing,
if they continued long: But they always klliand
eat one another during a fearcity of provifions,
They, befides, become the prey of the long-tailed
field-moufe, the fox, the wild cat, and the weae
el
In itsinternal frudture, this animal refembles
the water-rat more than any other; but differs
from him externally by feveral effential charac~
terst 1. By the fize; the fhort-tailed field-moufe
s not above three inches long ; but the water-rat
is feven inches: 2. By the dimenfions of the head
and body, thofe of the former being propor-
tionally,thicker than thofe of the latter : 3. By
the length of the tail, which, in this field-moufe,
exceeds not a third of the length of the animal's
body; but the length of the tail of the water-rat
is near two thirds of its body: LaRly, By its
manners and difpofitions: It feeds not upon fifh-
es, nor goes into water, but nourifhes itfelf with
coras, grain, and tuberous roots, fuch as thofe
of the dandelion, &c. Theirholes refemble thole
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of the long-tailed field-moufe, and are often di-
yided into two apartments; but they areneither
fo fpacious. nor o deep.,Several of them fre-
quently live together. When the females are
about to bring forth, they make beds of ‘herbs for
their young. They produce in fpring and fum-
mer, and the litter generally confifs of five &
fix, and fometimes of feven or cight.
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