~

a father and mother of sense and gentle culfure'is Nature's
university and is more richly endowed fow the| training of
youth: than Harvard or Yale,

Pecrless among all teachexs is thatihigh priestess of ihe

home; whem we know as mother, 8he inspires as well as ingtructs.

147]

Nextito hexr, in work and worth are the common school teachewrs,
They, supplement the home trathing and lay the foundation of
knowladge along the lines of wisdom,

The church is a great teacher, ) It gives dignity and honor
to men, stability to sociedyiand infinitely broadens the human
horizon,

One reason why these fthree great forces have not accomplished
more in the country is that they have acted independently, .rather
than cooperatively, Home conditions have been too little affected
by school and.eHurgh, The school teachers have tried, no.doubt
honestly, to impart dnstructions in the fundemental hranches and
give mental Sfaining, but they have almost universa11§ cast about
the schiool rcem an atmosphere remote from country life and planted

the influences that eventually lead to an abandonment of the

farm., As one has ‘exprésesed it "The~rTural school is mostly a

T
!

city echool located at a country crosszgad."
The ruxal church is Jjustly liable fo.a similar crificism,

The pastor, instead of being a leader in rural thought and prog-

ress, as well as spiritual life, united 6 his peorle hy ties

of sympathy and helpfuiness in material things, and the promoter'

and the gustaining force of a real soclal life in the country,

is arpotent factor in magnifying-the advantages of

=l




the city to the detriment of the country, and is ever hoping
that he nay be transferred to the city. 'How can we reallign
and correlate these, the rural héme, the rural school and the
rural church?

The work of readjustment must commence with the school and

the churxch, It is within the power of an enlightened public opin=

ion to reach the school at once:

let, - requiring eve countzx school teacher to have .
o % & #, .&{M‘ T Bigrt Sylfaea Aetrsatie,

atn Sy #hye b
elementary fraiming im'agalBulfusgity T ST tiana @ Aem CATIEE

2d,~ By requiring that every woman teéiﬁiféigiﬁfqgﬂl ﬁ@%f
schools shall pass examination in domestic sciencespefore re-
celving a certificate.

Sdy=_Bueritoache i ahouttXmow-—--hygione-and the Birple

waomedier” ToT  therommm dtestnes,

Reduce, if necessary, the number of hours devoted to books
and put some time on the knowledge absolutely essential to make
life comfortable, Let us trade a little Roman history for the
science of homemaking, and some of the rules of grammar,.if need
be, for rules of better living, and some of the useless puzzling
problems in the back of the arithmetic for nproblems of the farm
worked out in the school garden plats. Let the teacher take a
human interest. Let the country schcol teacher get connected
with the farms and the homes and not make the school house an
island where etrange bipeds come in every day to be vaccinated
with the virus of books and depart at night with an inflammation

of the brain instead of usable knowledge, Let the teachers know

the things of their environment and have a sympathy with toil
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done for the city. Such a school will organize Tural society,
establish and maintain rural public-eopinion, and provide ade-
quate~€ducation for the toilers upon the \farme., In such schools
agriculture; the mechanic arts, and domestic ecenomy can be
taught, If can be a real rural school. TIgsit-n6t better~that
those who love the country and believe that its developmsﬁt,
enrichment and culture are necessary to our national life, sheuld

<L

unite upon.some plan to.econsolidate the rural school, than to

establish a few dietrict agricultural schools? %

The objection to am agricultural high school in each Cop-
gressional District is that it removes the boys from the farms
and homes, gives a semi-cityienvirenment, increases the Cost of
education to such as avail themselves of its ¢ffers, and takes
money from all the pecple to provide advéntages for a few, and
that few generally bsst able to help themselves, Suéh schools
could only provide training for a few, whereas ihe necessity
for vocational education is universal and should be rrovided for

2:lsles (
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these ends no more potent influence has beerl found than an intel

gent, prospercus and contented body of thrifty small farmers,

o

B
. - a4, et T e s e

States and the National Government have aided by the gift ol

ipﬁﬁ lands for homses, and by the promoticn of rmral schools and

froe mail delivery.
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I have triad %b“shpw that there are ample foréés dn the

field for the rBadjustment of rTural conditions, Wif vitalized

= ~ = L3 03 3 2
and Preught into geérvice, There is al®aye a class eager to

26

establish new agencies, to join battle with untested equipnent,
o attacksgtrongholds with raw militia, and fo storm impregnable
fortresses with guns that would not breach a camp tent. It has
taken centuries to establish the schools we now have. With a
little readjustment they will do the, work required for agricul-
ture, ~-Even in this reallignment to include instruction in
agriculture there is danger that we may eliminate branches of
great value and necessary to the rounding out of the rural
toiler in his obligations to human gociety. For after all, dn
molding men by the processes of education there is something
more than just fitting them for a vocation., The eaim should be
to make a greater common man, and unless this can be done Voca-
tional training will be a failure because of the narrowing of
his social linee, the dwarfing of his sense of obligation %o

the state; and a semi-paralysis of his moral nature.lfﬁﬁtgss

P diESSes-te -t E MK ng

w.] NeitHer a score of
statesmen nor a brigade of scholars make a great mation. If our
institutions are to be preserved it must be accomplished by
making greatness common,- More thoroughness, sublime faithful-
nese, exalted character, greater breadth, perfeet integrity,

a larger view of human rights and God's reqﬁirements; millions

of Inspired doers who give to every creation 6f their handiwozk
such perfection of accomplishment that what man has wrought Blends

rerfectly with what God has created; millions of scholars in their

rural homes fostering knewledge and promoting art; millions of *

ol !
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ffi,£e#—éha»eura&“preueherﬁbe connected up to his field of laber. |

|
How? Let him graduate at a college of agriculture and of medicine, Q
| as well as at a school of Divinity. Let him get away from his !
remeteness and preach about bettering farm life. Let his heroes
be farm boys and his angels farm girls. Whenrhe pays a pastoral
igit let him go into the field and make good suggestions about

farming, imstend o witting—abomt—thd-aeureamt-waiting—for—tRe
®d. If there is anyone gick, let

him be prompt with his services. This is exactly what the mission-
f aries do in foreign lands to attract and attach the people 10
| their cause, It will work jtst as well here as thers. Usefulness
is valuable everywhere, 7
The preacher and the teacher should be the leaders in founding
a true rural socisty,= genial, instructive, promoiing harmony and
good will and tending to unity of action., The tremendous power
of social unity ie mainly lost ox is ineffective in the country
for lack of organization. Rural public opinion and rural: sentiment
must be revitalized and wield its power for the common good.
Public opinion governs in the vast domain that law does not reach,
It determines home conditions, the treatment of children, the
respect given to age, the clothing we wear, the schooling we re=
“ceive and the religion we accept. An enlightened rural public
opinion develops a rural pride, forces a readjustment of the
home, established the rights of the family and the amenities of f
the social compact.

=




dawn of ‘& groater life will appear; a nation of broader horizon

and higher purpose will stand forth to battle for human rights,



The model farm dwelling and its enviromment, the nester farm
and better equipment, the touches of refinement about the school-
hecuse and. the churches, are determined by the laws which public
opinion has written into the statute books of rural society.
Where there is no rural social organization there is a chaos or
barbarism in the conditions of life outside the law. Two races,
with a color line in the same territory, are a great barrier to
social improvement, There are two public opinions, two codes
of homor, two standards of morality, and two schools of ethical
training, 8Segregation would be better. As stated, it is the
province of the rural church and the school to organize country

gociety and create this readjusting public opinion. i

iaﬁ%suoﬁ&en as well as men, upon the following plan:

e s Pt i,

Organize boye! clubs for the production of corn and other
standard crops, upon their fathers' farms, Limit the plot to
an acre or half-ecre, Establish rules for the government of the
contest and the distribution of the prizes, and get the instruc-
tions from the State College of Agriculture or the Farmers'! Co-
operative Demonstration Work of the United States Department of
Agriculture. The United 8tates Demonsiration Work now has en=-
rclled a good many thousand boys to whom it is giving instructions,
Last year one boy in Mississippi made 127-1/2 bu. of corn on an
acre, while the State average was only about 15 bushels per acre.

Upon the same general plan girls! clubs in domesiic science

could be organized and operated, taking instructions from the

e

e St S



teacher of domestic science at the College of Agriculture in
each state, - If the spoon can deplete the rescurces of the farm
moTe rapidly than the shovel can increase ‘them,'-then the train-

ing of glrls in home management is the most dmporiant branch of

e g

agriewlture; and besides, the girls are the-Homemakers. e

Thg Farmers! Cooperative Demonsﬁratiwf Work of the Unjtecd
States Department of Agriculture is sy ~cemt1 le of vprv;ﬁldb ap=-

plicationy-—Last vearva rural chu #h in Texas was in deot qLout

_r

o

$250.,00 any could see no way_g;”iiquidating ity f'e ladie q of

the church Aeased ten acrge “of land and plant Se 1t to cott n.

They rlantedyit under ghe dlrectlons of ouz#local Demonstration

Agent, hired 11 t e work done and natt‘ Ta sum su¥ficientito

pay the debt, \ number of Ladies! A;Q‘Societias have adopted the

plan., RurgZ schools in need of fyls for libraries,\ improfement

of buidf“ngs, oT be&utlfylng tl grounds, have planney tofmake

the needed money nstead of Pegging it, and at the sam
off object lesson iy practifal agriculture.

The succegsful farmer must be an all-round, many-sided man
and capable of adjusting himself at all times to-mew conditions,
He should have some mechanical knowledge and skill, Just a
knowledze of how to raise a crop and care for stock does not
make a farmer., An important part of-slccessful farming is the

"

pest equipment and improvements., Everywheze throughout the

country there is a shocking lack of mechandcal knowledgze and
sk1ll, It is\shown in the buildings, the femces; in the gereral

-

faxm-arrangements and in the maculuwly.( - Te—urer—t

o e

ime ‘give
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%Qrm, QR inowledge of mechanics id second in importance only to
a knowledge of agriculture, Mec:&ﬁlCdl knowledg;\ana skill
should come, like common sense thto gh absorption b& placing
engines, mzzkgnery and tools in;:ne hands of chlld%en. Some of
the most skil}ul engineers an%;caréﬁnters and bladksmiths
Egg No farmer

) A £ 3
never conscious sexved an hqﬁr of apprenticeshin.}
¢

; ;
can afford to sen§ for a meclanic to aftend to the ndincr repairs,=

# -
they must be done Wy the mgn on the farwm, Attached to every
country school hous %shgg'd be a room fo¥¥the practi of me-
chanics, The use of ?%ls is a necesaﬂry§ art of a cépnon gduca=

tion, It will give mé‘tal dizection as ueﬁg as skill, ; Most

we to

things.,  Soye are able tc Delk learnedly about Q:he Acr
or the Panthfon, or the Dome of ‘gt. Peter, but to Khow abott the

house in wlyich they live, this would be vulgar, There is ne Jf

i e IS0

prlace for’such rot in this utilitarian age.} 0 <o the

ekl
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Two ofmmen oranches/ﬁhﬁ.na%ﬂﬁhﬁ taught but of great im-

portance are the dignity of labor and the value of thrift,- labor
so essential to physical and mental wvigor, and thrift,that which

conserves the products of labor, can be most successfully taught

in the country, More than half the people of our towns and cities,

if all that could labor are included, are idlers, spenders of
wealth instead of promoters, hunting for servante instead of ses%i
ing for toil.:. In cities the influences for spending are dominant.
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The half grown bove and girls of the villages and lesser
cities could make 'gardens and raise the fruite and poulfry for
the family if they would. It might brown their skins and soil
their hands but it would help them to ‘do something and to know
something, It Wouid gtrengthen the family pocketbook and help
the famil& character, In the country laber is honorable and”
thrift a necessity and hence a large per cent of the leaders of
industry are country-bred boys.

The mocst valuable acguisition for the rural population
is common sense, There is a large measure of things in the life
upon the farm that can'not be adjusted by law. They must be
adjusted by common sense., Common sense is simply an intimate
knowledge of common things and how to use them, It is acauired
by home teaching and contact with oshers. .The teacher can
greatly enlarge the body of knowledge of common thinmgs by daily

hints that lead out the-youthful minds to full inviestigation.

the mule,

There are tremendous educational forces in-our environments.
In the great cities and in the manufacturing centers there has
been for centuries and probably will coniinue to be, the unrest
that arises from a conflict between aggregated capital and oxr-
ganized labor., These conditions will produce cextain types of
citizens., ' Prosperous and contented comminities of small farmers

distributed-over the entire country will producée another typé of

4 s
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men who, in habits of 1life and in political belief, will be almost
exactly the opposite of the former and will act as a counter—
poise in adjustments of govarnment.WFA prosperous, intelligent and
contented rural population is therefore, essehtial to our national
rerpetuity., The world's experience has shown that the best way

to sacurs this is tb encourage the division of all the lands

into small farms, owned and opefated by one family. Theré are

two ways to look at a small farm; one is, and the common way,

that it is a place to make a 1iving; but rather a hard place,

and should be sold as soon as anything easier is found., The other
is that the ownership of land is a mark of honor; that a patent

t© land is a title to nobility,‘a right to sovereignty. The
ownership must be absolute, subject only to the State, so that
each proprietor is the independent sovereign of a portion of the
United States, with the final authority through the ballet, to
control the local, County, State and National governments; a
position of great dignity and power, We—spesk—of-the—sovereisn

veorle, Are they to be

sewereign in fact or

7

theory onl i
_ 2
in f&e%, then eachﬂﬁftl‘

o6 must w@ a lorg _ ,JH:% is called a
b, . 4 i 5 :

ezﬁay have the neans to
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sungort his Dgsition as aquaﬁepenient spvereign withy dighity,
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the aytitude of the state towa@dsg}ndiv1dua1 ownership of land,

hd
\

and thége lands should be of an ﬁiea that will coma nearest
wz’

to the dekxelopment of the pbrfgét cthzen and rulef It nmust

not be so 1ldrge that the 1nc fne can supp01t the oymef without

art; nor shofild it be sowsmall thgt i§ will
F

make a mere toiler out offthe owner, for thﬂs nérrow the

ffort on his

intellect. It shduld b¢ large enough to pEQV1§e good%farm

equipment bulldings}, fchinbry and stock, and furnlsh 1abor

for the family, The

- _f
improve the farm, ?éuci\;hz%e family, assig

1r%start1‘ its
‘a

to Drdklde a\reserve

members in ways indepexdent support a

es has fixed that amouat at}160

for old age. e United 8tc

acres., The n'ght acreage of the farm “urt depend upo copdi=-
tione., In‘ﬁEmi—arid sections it migb% reguire more than, §ouble
that numbgr and near large cities, Mess than one~fourth might
answer ¥he purpose..

- Communities of small farmers tend to rromote common honésty;
a respect for the rights of others and for law, No one is rich
enough 'to dominate his neighbors nor so poor that his influence
may be disregarded., Their stock, products and property are ex=—
posed to trespassors and depredators, hence a common interest
unites them for mutual protection and the primary lessons of
society.are taught.

The education acquired on the small farm broadens citizenship,

because it is a many-sided education and gives correct impressions

of many vhases of life, All over the worls the small independent

farmers are staunch supporters of conservative government, They

P



are intense lovers of home and op oced to radical changes.

AR
AS A SOURCE OF WNALTH

Ultlmately uhqum 1 farmer ie?rnb to keep a re$ervn of
cash against emqgfenci s and the e q§ﬂreﬂﬂued acu?mulatlons
become very imgortant factors ¥ﬁ uhekcanltdl of du* ﬁatlon,
for they are’more relmable thqé the d%posits ;rah com@er01al
sourceé?iiﬁﬁe vast s is of mg%ey necevaﬂry t0 ¢arry oﬁ the bus-
pfa nation, are notéﬂerlved froﬁ the ¢énoszus og capital=-

qmall

N pe L i

Jout from the agcrqutlon of nillions dT thrifty,

£

jéltOTS. i B R es ecially true of Egglund, France@ Ger—
many and the United Sﬁ%tes. jfﬂ@ﬁw -
If all is considered education that leads out, develops
or trains the individual, them the amount acquifed in even the
best schools is only a fraction of what the average man must
know to succeed in 1ife. It is of the highest importance then
to the state that this greater body of knowledse should be
correct, broad, conservative, and elevating. ILiberal provision
has been made by the state, by churches; and by dindividual gifts
for schools, but the moulding of this greater bedy of knowledge
to the best interests of society has been mainly left to the
caprice of individual effort. The stéate can with propriety
especially foster such conditions of gociety, such lines of
industry, or such occupations as evidently tend to mental
and physical vigor, to breadth of understanding and to the

best citizenship and to the stability of the state. For
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Seaman A. ¥napp, United States Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D. C,
(A Synopsis)

In a narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that éhould be taught the rural masses, and how to
teach it successfully. In a broader way it may include the
lines of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and hoew to convelyy this instruetion sc successfully that it
will transform and enrieh rural life. We ghall discuss the
topic mainly along trese broader lines, First, however, let
us outline some of the more salient rural conditions as com-
pared with ecitles?

Pirpt.-There is a much lower earning eapaclty ef the rural
" toiler than of his equal in the ecity and & consequent dissatis-
faction on the part of the farm wage—éarner.

Second .~There is a lower and more hazardous return from
farm investments than from those in commercial or iransporia-
tien lines and a conpequent disinclination to hold country
property. ;

T™hird.-In the past half-century rural improvements have
not kept pace with civie, and social conditions upon our farms
have declined by the removal of many old and cultured famil-
jes to the cities. The progress of cur cities hasbeen so phe=
nominal that they have attracted peopk of education and re-
finement to the detriment of the country, and it has especially
lured the brainy youths of the farm with visions of becoming
captains of industry.




N i oy
T v

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS.

Synopsis of
Address of Seaman A, Knapp of tle

U. 8, Pepartment of Agriculture.

In a narrow way this topic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural ma sses, and how to
successfully teach it. In & broader way it may include the lines
of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms, and
how to convey this instruction so¢o successfully that it will
transform and enrich rurasl 1life. We shall discuss the topic
mainly along these broader lines. First, however, 15% us oute-
line some of the more sslient rural conditions as compared
with cities:

1st. There is a much lower earning capacity of the rural
toiler than of him egqual in the city and a consequent aiiaatia-
faction upon the part of the farm wage-earner.

2d. There is a lower and more haszsardous return from farm
investments than from those in commercial or transportation
lines and & consequent disinclination te held country prnperty;‘

3d. In the past half century rural improvements have not ;
kept pace with civie, and social conditiocns upen our farme have

declined by the removal of many o0ld and cultured rami111§ tt5$hi;E’
oity. The progress of our cities has been so phenomenal that A4
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they have attrscted people of education snd refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it has especislly lured the
brainy youths of the farm with the visions of becoming captains
of indusiry.

4%h. There has been a gradusl increase of tenant farming,
till it now represents sbout 40% of the total, and the marvelous
advance of cities in population, wealth and political power is
part of the ourrent history which indicates radical changes in
our commonwealth not gratifying te lovers of a broad liberty.

Bth., Prom the standpoint of the statesman, our large cities
are danger places on the map of our republic. Homes are so¢
costly that only the rich can own them, The poor, and event those
of considerable earning power, are tenants at will, The indus-
trial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous wealth to
handle them. Nach supports an army of employes, all dependent
upon & managing will. In several of our largest cities there is
& large number of men so completely dependent for a day's toil
that they are compelled to cast their voles far a job, and there
are as many more who are unavoidably influenced by their joba.
There are nlse, where great numbers are aggregated, a mass
leadership regardless of wealth, Generally this represents
organised and predatory poverty. It matters not that the prose
perity in cities, so far as it relates to the mmsses, is il-
lusory; it attracte, it allures,

Many and radical reforms must be worked out before ideal
oonditions can be established gemerally in the country.



(1) A mush largsy per cent. of the farmers and their
families must be broadly educated and of high character,
© {2) The farm lands must be so improved and managed as to
yield a more gertain and profitable return for lsbor sxpended,
and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
eity.

- (3) ‘The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirements of the farm, convenient and attractive. .

(4) Churches, schools, means of communication, soeisl cone
ditions and opportunities for actuwmlating wealth and for civie
preferment for the masses in the country must be as gooed as, or
better than, those in the city,

The methods %o ascomplish this rural reform were outlined
by him as followa:

The first atep to be inaugurated among the people is the
Farmers' Co-operative Demonstration Work of the United States
Department of Agriculture, by which the elemert ary lessons in
agrigulture are taught directly to the farmers and their methods
improved, so that they are able to realise two, three and foure
fold the results now obtained by them. Through this increase
of fncome the peeple of the rursl districta are able to improve
their homes and to pay expenses incident to & higher civilmation.
Byery upward step, whether in city or country, costs something.
¥o great advances can be made unless this added cost he provided
for, Through this instrumentality the homes of our rural popue-
lation will be greatly improved,



The second great step in the rwral uplift the speaker out-
lines is the consolidation of the rural schools. The nelghbor-
heod school is simply adapted to a people in & very elsmentary
conditionsof seociety. It is simply & kindergarten scheool, but
when too many branches demanded by modern conditions are thrust
upon them they are totally unsuited to meet the requirements of
the peeple. It is better for parents to send their children a
greater distance and have a real country school, properly e=-
quipped and graded so0 as to meet all the requirements of rural
education. In such schools agrigulture should be an impertant
line of education. However, even in such schools it is out of
the question to teach all that relates to agriculture and a mis~
take to attempt it, The present curriculum which has been worked
out with such care should not be so disturbed as to injeet inte
it courses of study that rmust gradually weaken the instruction
now given., The puﬁlia demand for agriculture lms made this
errer, a lack of qotlnitenoas. It would have been much better
had legislatures simply demanded the teaching of two or three
things which are universally required and which would have given
some greatly needed information to the people. Instead of agri-
culture, should be substituted the vegetable and fruit garden,
the cow and her preoducts and poultry. These three lines of in-
ptruction would give definiteness to what is required. As it
is now the teachers sre perfectly at sea and there will be m
attempt to teach most everything from pure science related
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remotely Fo agrioulture to the purely mechanical methods of the
farm. In the family vegetable and fruit garden would be ine-
cluded all the instruction in seil, in seed selection, how
plants feed and how they grow, and in methods of cultivation
necessary for the rural town and for the country in an elementary
way. Practical lessons about the cow and her products and
poultry would give the kind of knowledge required in every
household in regard to such common food supplies as milk, eggs,
veal, beef and the flesh of fowls; how to produce them econom=-
ically; their walue, and the offices they perform in the human
system. Instruction of this character is along the line of
pecple's daily necessitibs and gives the kind of knowledge re~
quired by the toiling masses. There is little danger of teach-
ing incorreect theories or methods upon these subjects because
the object lessons are at hand for correction., In most schools
it would be better to give instruction in only one of these at
a time, commencing first with the market garden, secondly,
poultry, and third, the cow and her products. Yo one should be
considered educated who is ignorant of the economiec production
of theme, and their great value in the food supplies that must
form one of the chief sources of sustenanee for the human race.
Instruetion in these branchea could be given as well by
women teachers as by men., In nearly every school district one

or more model gardens could be established among the patrons
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of the school and in most districts some one could be indusced
to purchase a better cow and improved poultry, and keep their
records for the school. Ask the pupils to bring samples of
their pardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each
schoel term. Call it Agriexliural Day, and invite the parents.
The Farmers' Cooperative demomstration Work or the Cellege of
Agriculture in each state could assist by furnishing printed
instructions.

One of the greatest forces in education is to get the
people to oempuru/%ﬁziﬁreéuatu mmd realize that there is a
method that will produce better results.

Ubén this plan every school teacher will become an educator
not only of the children but of the adult population ef the
district. |

The Farmers' Cooperztive Demonstration Work of the United
States Department of Agriculture and the State Colleges of _
Agriculture gould furnish instructions and thus asesist.In the
teaching of agriculture it is not so much books that are re-
guired as an awakened inquiry upon the part of pupils and
patrons, Object lessons and corpetitive exhibits, with proper
direction by the teacher, W 11 do more than books.

Public opinion is that power in civilization which regulates
and controls matters beyond the realm of law and it is justaas
important that this should be framed upon & conservative and
wise basis looking to the gremtest good to the greatest number
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as that laws shall be enacted of the same character.

At present there iz little real country publiec opinion.

It is mainly a modified town opinion, cellectéd on streets and
in storex and taken home by each farmer as he returns from a
weekly visit to his market town.

To have & true rural public opinion there must be real
rural society. Sound public opinion ocan not be lumported; it
must be made on the spot and for the purpose.

The home, the school and the church are the three great
forces upon which we must depend for the establishment of
society, and the éreation of a true public opinion in the country
and the final readjustment of rural life. The three for ces are
ever present and all-powerful if united and can make a true
rural public opinion with potential forces to control conditions
in the country. :

Another course emphasized is the organization of boys' and
girls' clubs with the object of working out at their homes in the
garden and on the farm the lessons inculcated at the sfhools.

Great emphasis should be placed on the means of teaching
the dignity of lsbor, the value of thrift, the giving to the
young & larger measure of common sense by causing them %o be
more familiar with the common things of their environment.
Special value should be placed on the importance in a republie
of the ownership of small farms. There are two ways to look at
& small farm, One is the common way, that it is a place to
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make a living and rather a hard place end should be sold soon

as anything betier can be found, The other ig that the ownere
ship of land is & merk of honor; that a patent 4o lend is a title
to nohility snd right of sovereignty. The ownership must be
complete, subject only to the State, m that sach proprietor

is the independent soveraign of a portion of the United States,
That the finsl power through the ballet to coentrel the local
sounty, state and national governments is a position of great
dignity and power,

I have tried to make clear the impertance ¢f an education
in cormon thinge for common people as e¢pposed te the exceptional
and the remote amnd the ordinary. If we have ne more time necs
essary Lo become perfect in the knowledge of one eountyy, lat.
that country ve our own., Study the history, the language, the
s0il, the olimate, the animals, the birds, the plents and all
the conditioms that make for the home success and gomfort, If
8till there be £n§1£uatian, lefisure and means, then extend the
researches inte foreign lands. We are on the wrong line, We
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern,

We have tried to translate the classics and have falled for lack
of English, A great nation is not the outgrewth of & few men
of genius, We agree, however, that to meet cur highest ideals
the slasses, occoupations and provisions of cwr commonwealth must
e strengthened and developed in his life work to the exient

of his cupmoity. .



I have tried to show that there are forces in the field for
the readjustment of the rursl conditions if vitalized and brought
into service. There is alwayvs a class eager to establish new
agsncies; to join battle with industrial equipment, to attack
the stronghold of raw militia and to storm impregnable fortresses
with guns that would not breach & camp tent. It has taken cen=
turies te establish the schools we now have. With a little re~
'adjustmnnt they will do the work required for agriculture. Even
in this we are learning to ineclude instruction in agriculture.
There is danger that we may eliminate branches of great value and
necessary to the rounding out of the rural toiler in his obli-
gations to human society. If our institutions are to be pre-
served it must be acoomplished by making greatness common, More
thoroughntﬁn, faithfulness, exalted character, greater breadth,
perfect intelligence and larger viewe of human rights and govern=-
ment requirements, millions of inspired doers who give to every
greation of their handiwork such pgrfection of accomplishment
that what man has wropght blends perfectly with what God has
ereated. Millions ¢f scholars in their rural homes controlling
knowledge and promoting art. Hillions of statesmen toiling onm
the farm and in the factories, working out the details of a
broader life, and millions of rural philanthropists making
improvenents to better the old.

What can teaghers do to help our rural conditions? REvery-
thing. They are an essential part of the greatest of all
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universities,~ the Home. They have charge of the extengon
gourses. They can inspire in the youth a love of knowledge and
make xll its avenues look delightful. They can unlock the books
which &re treasury Mouses of human wisdom and give them a
golaan key. They can cause the soil to become more responsive
to the touch of industry and the harvest more abundant; they
can adé to the comforts of the home, mold ihe environments
into lines of beauty and incresse its attractiveness until the
home shall become the greatest magnet of our people. They can
ereste & love for investigation and give it direction and can
enlarge the knowledge of the people in common things snd thus
lay the foundation of common sense., At their instance fingers
will touch the lines¢ of deftness, mechanical skill will become
universal and thrift and alertness will transform the toilers
into oaﬁtuinl of dndustry. Their mission is to make & great
common people and thus readjust the map of the world. The
dawn of & greater life will appear. A nation of broader
horizon and higher purpese will stand forth te battle for

, human rights.
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AGRICULTURAL BDUCATICN F@R}THE RURAL DISTRICTS.

In & narrow way this topic mey be limited to the kind oé\\\\\\\\\‘
husbandry that chould be taught the rursl masses, and how to
successfully teach it. In e broader way it mey include the
1iqes of education most helpful to the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convey this instruction so sumecessfully that it will
trensform and enrich rursl life. .We sghall discuss the topie
meinly along these broader lines. First, however, let us
outline some of the more salient rursl conditions as compared
with cities:

lst,- 7There is & much lower earning cepecity of the rural
toiler than of his equel in the c¢ity endéd & conseguent dissetis-
fection upon the part of the farm wagé-earner.

2d. There is & lower and more hazsrdous return from farm
investments than from those in commercial or transportastion
lines &nd & comgsequent disinclinetion to hold country property.

Be In the past half-century rursl improvement has not
kevt pece with civie, &nd social conditions upon our farms have
declined by the removal of many old and cultured families to the
eity. The progrese of our cities has been go thenomenal that
fhey heve attrscted veople of educ;tion and refinement to the
detriment of the country, and it hes especially lured the brainy
youths of the farm with the visions of becoming capteains of in@us-
try.

4th. There has been a gradusl incressge of tenant farming,

till it now represents sbout 40% of the totsl, and the marvelous




edvance of cities in populetion, wealth and political power
pert of the current history which indéicetes redicsl changes 1M
our commonwealth not gretifying to lovers of & broad liberty.
6th. Prom the sgtendpoint of the statesman, our large
eitieg sare danger places on the map of our republic. Homes
are so costly that only the rich oan own them. The poor, &and
even those of considersble earning power, are tenents at will.
The induetrisl enterprisee are vast and it reguires enormous
weelth to handle them. Hech sucports an army of employees,
all dependent upon & mansging will. In several of our largest
cities there is a iarge number of men so completely dependent
for & day's toil that they are compelled to cast their votes for
a job, and there are as many more who sre unavoidaebly influenced
by their jobs. This we call mass compulsion. There is also,
where great numbers are aggregeted, & mass leadersghip regardless
of wealth. Generally this represents orgénized and predatory
poverty.

The prosperity 4in cities, so far as it relates to the masses;
is illusory.

The number of toilers who finally acquire & reagoneble re-
serve for old age in the country as compared with the seme class
in the e¢ities, is se ten to one, teking the whole country into
account.

While the wege is high in the cities, the cost of rents and
living &re in proportion. The multiplied attractions induce a
habit of liberel spending, not conducive to economy. The‘small
fermer mey eern less but he cen save more.
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Rural conditions in the Nation are not what they should
be. OFf course there are meny exceptions, but it is true as
g whole. Many and radicel reforms must be worked out before
ideal conditions can be establised generelly in the country.

(1) A mueh larger per cent of the fermers and their fam-
tlieb must be broadly educated and of high character.

(2) The farm lands must be go improved end menaged as
to yield & more certasin end profiteble return for leabor ex-
pended, and afford greater profit than employment in the city.

(3) The ferm improvements must be dureble, suited to the
recuirements of the farm, convenient and ettractive.

(4) Churchee, schools, means of communicetion, socisal
conditione and opportunities for accumulating wealth and for
civie preferment for the masses in the country must be &g good
es, or better than, thoge in the city.

The problem ig how to effect these rural chenges for the
better. Hducation being so imvortent, many have thought end
8till think, thet the establichment of egricultursl schools
- will aceomplish the object. Forty yeers triel has shown thet
most of the youth, college trained, %hether in sghools of egri-
culture, science, or classics, leave the farm for reesons not
difficult to be understood. The education required ie one
that cen reach the adult masses as well &g the young, end

will hold them to the farm. The error is in a failure to see



that the situstion cen not be overcome by a college educetion,
however helpful it mey be to the graduete as & citizen. The
practicel and sane way of sccomplishing the result is to induce the
farmers to try better methods end note the result, to improve
their farms, to meke tillage lecs expensive and production more
gertain, to double the crop per aecre and halve the cost. While
the farmer successfully solves the problems of the farm, his
experience widens and he becomes & broader men, till he is broad
enough to &ize up the whole situation snd hes the mesns to ex-
ecute his plane. As men broaden thoy will heve aspirations for
their children, and better seholsstic education will accompany
the generel uplift.

Well informed men who are successful fermers sare generally
egreed that a thorough knowledge of sgriculture canm be acquired
in one way only, and this is by working out the problems of the
farm upon the farm. There is e world of details, of business
knowledge, skill end tact about farming that can be asquired
only by contect with the soil and practical experience in farm
life.

This education of the farmer upon his farm by working out the
Problems in the field and receiving the answer in the c¢rib or
granary, muet be personsl end local. Thus, the everage farmer
to be & success must be educated for his occupetion, end that
educaticn must be acquired in the country so that he will not
be compelled to live in & city environment end have city

hebite and methods of thought forced upon him in that



susceptible period during which he acquires an education.

All reforms must be wrought out by some process of education.
We have placed incorrect velues end too narrow limits upon whet
we have labelled education. True education is the leading out
of the mind to a knowledge of helpful things, and the most im-
portant and helpful to easch individuel are the things for which
he will haeve the most use in life. For the average men, education
better be full and accurste in limited useful lines than narrow
and desultory in broad lines., What the average men should know
are the things with which he has to deal in his life work. The
stored brain, the alert eye and the skilled hand are his equip-
ment. Mental discipline depends more on how knowledge is acquired
then upon the kind of informetion received. The farmer needs a
broader knowledge of home thinge. The educat;on required for the
rurel districts is one that enables the farmer to be a master of
husbandry, & good home=maker,end an intelligent ané depemdable
citizen. The character of the home-meker end the citizenship
are necesserily based on the success of the husbsndry. It is
difficult to establish and meintein a comfortable home upon &n
income totally insufficient and it is impossidble to work out
& high rurel civilization end an exaltec¢ citizemship in the
country without the art and the science of agriculture are
trought to such & degree of perfectiom that they will wrest from
the seil the means necessary to establish and support these
higher plenes of living. The order of segquence in ﬁhe uplift

of the country, from & meterial standpoint, ie as follows:



lst.-Greater net gains must be wrested by the farmer
from the soil.

2d.~ The increassed geins must be applied, in part, to
an improvement of the homes and their environments, to & re-
ad justment of the rural schools and & re-allignment of the
rural churches.

3G.- The improvement of the meansg of transportetion
end communicetion, the highways, the telephones, rural free
delivery, etec.

4th. The restoration to the country of such manufectures
as are closely related to the ferm.

An inerease of the net gains obtained from the farm is
given the firet place in this uplift because every upward step
in civilization costs something, and the betterment must com-
mence at the point of securing & greater income.

What primary remedy for the improvement of rurad conditions
ghould & republie propose where 8ll the adult male citizens
ere expected to exercise, through the ballot, the funetions of
a ruler? Evidently it should be one that can directly and im-
mediately benefit all the people. NMore then nine-tenths of
the rural population are limited by their conditions to en ed-
ucation provided by the country district school. The primery
remedy that can be succesgsfully applied to help all the rural
people, one that will be effective and immedieate, is to in-

creace the net earnings of farmers and farm laborers. If
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each farmer is shown how to produce twice as much to the secre
a8 he now produces, and at less cost, it will be & profit in
which 8ll rurel classes will share end will be the basis of
the greatest reform ever known to rursl life.

How can the knowledge of better agricultursl methods be
conveyed to the masses in & way so effective thet the methods
will be accepted and their praectice become common? This has
been solved by the Fermers' Cooperstive Demonstration Work
which is en effective system for instructing farmers, and for
the readjustment of rural conditions. Its purpose is:

(1) To reform agriculture and make it en occupation of
profit and pleasure.

(2) To improve rursl conditions.

(8) To broaden and enrich rural life.

(4) To make the farm attractive and country residence
desirable.

The fermer ig necessarily conservetive, but offer him a
genuine thing and préve it and no one is more responsive. He
will not accept what hes not been fully tested, and he must
see it to believe. Moreover, he must work out the problem on
his own farm. Increese the net income of the eversge farmer
and weages of the rural toiler and the first step necessary

to the uplift of the rural messes will have been tsken.
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fhen the following results will be brought about as repidly
as time will permit:

(1) The emancipetion of the fermer from the bondage of
debt.

(2) The ownership of more and better tools, teams, end
stock on the farm.

(3) The improvement of the land end the home.

(4) Better rural school buildings and more months of
schooling.

(B) Better highways, rurael-mail delivery, and telephone
service,

The Farmers' Cooperstive Demongtration Work simply induces
some farmer in every rural neighborhood to place an objeet
lesson on his farm for the purpose of showing whet better meth-
ods can do for the net income. -

The first steps in 21l true educetion are by object lessons
end not by books.

Whaet other forces heve we that cen be helpful in improving
country conditions?

The three great factors in rurel eivilizelion are the home,
the common School snd the church. 1he greatest school for the
humen rece are our homes end the common schools,- not our
eolleges end universities,- greatest in smount end velue of

the knowledge accuired. A country home, be it ever so plein, with
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& father and mother cof sense &nd gentle culture is Nature's
university and is more richly endowed for the training of
youth thean Harverd or Ysle.

Peerless among all teachers is thet high priestese of the
home, whom we lnow a&s mother. “he inspires as well es instruets.
Fext to her in work end worth eare the common school teachers.
They supplement the home training and lay the foundetion of
knowledge elong the lines of wisdom.

The church is a great teascher. It gives dignity and honeor
to men, stability to society and infinitely broasdens the humen
horizon.

One reasson why these three great forces have not eccomplished
more in the country is thet they have acted independently, rather
then cooperatively. Home conditione heve been too little af-
fected by school and church. The school teachers have tfied,
no doubt honegtly, to impart instruetiom in the fundamental
branches and give mental treining, but they heve almost un-
iverselly cast ebout the school room an atmosphere remote
from country life and plented the influences that eventually
lead to an ebendonment of the ferm. As ome has expressed it
"The rurel school is mostly & eity school locsted st a country
erossroad. "

The rural church ig Jjustly liable to & similer eriticiem.
The pastor, instead of being & leader in rursl thought and prog-
ress, as well as spirituel life, united to his people by ties
of sympathy and helpfulness in meterisl things, end the pro-
moter and the sustaining force of a real social life in the

country, ie a potemnt factor in megnifying the advantages of




the city to the detriment of the country, end is ever hoping
thet he mey be transferred to the eity. How ean we reallign
and correlete these, the rural home, the rurel school and the
rural church?

The work of readjustment must commence with the school and
the church. It is within the power of an enlightened publie opin-
ion to reseh the school at once:

1st.-By requiring every country school teacher to have
elementary training in sgriculture.

2d.- By requiring thet every woman teacher for rural
gchools shall pass exemination in domestic science before re-
ceiving & certificate.

3d.- Every teacher should know hygiene and the simple
remedies for the common diseases.

Reduce, if necessary, t:e number of hours devoted to books
and put some time on the knowledge ebsolutely essentiai to meke
life comforteble. Iet us tradc a 1little Romen history for the
science of homemaking, end some of the rules of grammar, if need
be, for rules of better living, and some of the useless puzzling
problemg in the back of the arithmetic for problems of the farm
worked out in the school gerden plets. Let the tescher take e
humen interest. Let the country school teacher get connected
with the farms end the homes end not make the school house en
island where strange bipeds come in every dey to be vaccinated
with the virus of booke and depert at night with en inflammetion
of the brain instead of usaeble knowledge. Let the teachers know
the things of their environment end have e sympathy with toil
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and the homes will be attrected to the sehool house end the
mother will sbsorb as much from the teacher as the daughter.

Let the rural preacher be connected up to his field of 1abor.
How? Tet him graduate at & college of sgriculture and of medicine,
as well as et a school of Divinity. Let him get swey from his
remotenegss end preach about bettering farm life. Let his heroes
be farm boye and his angels farm girls. "hen he pays & pastoral
vieit let him go into the field end make good suggestions about
ferming, instead of sitting about the house and waiting for the
yellow-legged chicken to be served. If there ies anyone sick, let
him be prompt with his services. Uhis is exactly whet the mission-
aries do in foreign lends to attreet and attach the people to
their ceuse. It will work just e&s well here &g there. Usefulness
is valueble everywhere.

The prescher end the teacher should be the leaders in foundiné
& true rural society,- genial, imstructive, promoting hermony end
good will and tending to unity of action. The tré%endous power
of socisl unity is meinly lost or is ineffective in the country
for leeck of orgemnizetion. Rurél public opinion end rurel sentiment
must be revitelized and wield ite power for the ecommon good.
Publie opinioﬁ governe in the vest domein thet lew does not resch.
It determines home conditions, the treatment of children, the
respect given to age, the clothing we wesr, the schooling we re-
ceive and the religion we amccept. An enlightened rural public
orinion develops & rurel pride, forces & readjustment of fhe
home, establishes the rights of the femily and the emenities of
the soeial compact.
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The model ferm dwelling and ites enviromment, the neater farm
and better equipment, the touches of refinement about the sechool-
house and the churches, are determined by the laws whieh public
opinion has written in?o the statute books of rural society.

Where there is no rurel social orgenizations there is & chaos or
barbarism in the conaifions of 1life outside the law. Two races,
with & eolor line in the same territory, &re a great barrier to
social ilmprovement. There are two publie opinions, two codes

of honor, two standards of morality, and two schools of ethical
training. Segregation would be better. As stated, it is the
provinee of the rural chureh and the school to orgenize country
society and cereate this readjusting public opinion.

In addition to the school gardens and nature lessons, we
cen teach practical agriculture. Women teachers can give this
instruction es well as men, upon the following plan:

Organize boys' elubs for the production of.corn and other
stendard erops, upon their fathers' farms. Limit the plot to
an acre or half-acre. FEstablish rules for the govermment of the
contest and the distribﬁtion of the prizes, and get the instruc~
tions from the State College of Agriculture or the Farmers' Co-
operative Demonstration Work of the United States Depertment of
Agriculture. The United States Demonstration Work now has en-
rolled a good many thousand boys to whom it is giving instructions.
Last yeer ome boy in Mississippi made 1274 bu. of corn on an
acre, while the State average was only about 15 bushels per acre.

Upon the same general plan girls' clubs in domestic seience

eould be organized and operated, taking instructdons from the




teacher of domestic seience at the College of Agricultmre in
each state. If the spoon can deplete the resources of the farm
more rapidly than the shovel can increase them, then the train-
ing of girls in home menagement is the most importent branch of
sgrieunlture, and besides, the girls are the homemakers.

The Femers' Cooperative Demonstration Work of the United
States Depe.tment of Agriculture is susceptible of very wide ap-
plication. Lest year & rural church in Texas was in debt sbout
$250.00 and eould see no way of liguideting it. The ladies of
the church leased ten acres of land and planted it to cotton.
They planted it under the directions of our local Demonstration
Agent, hired &1l the work done and netted a sum sufficient to
pay the debt. A number of Ladies' Aid Societies have adopted the
Plen. Rupal schools in need of funds for libraries, improvement
of buildings, or beautifying the grounds, have planned to make
the needed money instead of begging it, and at the seme time give
an object lesson in practical agriculture.

The successful farmer must be an all-round, many-sided man
and capeble of adjusting himself at e2l1l times to new conditions.,
He should hetve some mechanical knowledge and skill. Just &
knowledge of how to raise a crop and care for stoek dces not
make & farmer. An important part of suecessful farming is the
best equipment and improvements. Everywhere throughout the
country there is a shocking lack of mechanicel Imowledge and
8kille It is shown in the buildings, the fenees, in the general

ferm arrangements end in the machinery. For success upon the
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farm, a kmowledge of mechanics is second in importence only to

8 knowledge of agriculture. Mechanical knowledge and skill
should come like common gense through absorption by placing
engines, machinery and tools in the hands of c¢hildren. Some of
the most skillful ensineers and cerpenters and blacksmiths

never consclously served an hour of aspprenticeship. No fermer
cen efford to send for a mechanie to attend to the minor repairs,-
they nust be done by the men on the farm. Attached to every
country school house should be a room for the practice of me-
chenics. The use of tools is & necessary part of a common educa-
tion. It will give mental direetion as well as skill. MNost

boys can not tell the width or height of the average door through
which they daily pass, nor the proper proportion of windows to
the rooms. Their eyes were never opened to see 1n&ustria1
things. Some are able to talk learnedly ebout the Acropolis,

or the Pantheon, or the Dome of St. Peter, but to know about the
house in which they live, this would be vulgar. There is mo
place for such rot in this utiliterien sge. Not to know the
things with whieh we ocome in deily contect is dense ignorance.

Two common brenches not usually taught but of great im-
portance are the dignity of labor and the value of thrift,-labor
g0 essential to physical and mental vigor, and thrift, that which
conserves the products of labor, can be most successfully taught
in the eountry. More than helf the people of our towns and cities,
if 81l that could labor are imeluded, are idlers, spenders of
wealth instead of promoters, hunting for servents instead of seek-
ing for toil. In cities the influences for spending are dominent ,
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The half grown boys and girls of the villages and lesser

eities could meke gaerdens and reise the fruits and poultry for
the femily if they would., It might brown their skins and soil
their hends but it would help them to do something &nd to know
" something. It would strengthen the family pocketbook and help
the femily cheracter. In the country labor is honorable and
thrift & necessity and hence a large per cent of the leaders of
industry are country-bred boys. :

The most valuable scquisition for the rural population

is common sense., There is a large measure of things in the life
upon the ferm that cen not be adjusted by law. They must be
adjusted by common sense., Common sense is simply an intimate
knowledge of common things end how to use them. It is acquired
by home teaching and contect with others. The teacher can
greatly enlarge the body of knowledge of common things by daily
hints that lead out the youthful minds to full investigation.

ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION.

There are tremendous educational forces in our environments.
In the great cities amd in the menufacturing oenters there has
been for centuries and probebly will continue to be, the unrest
that arises from a confliet between aggregeted capital and or-
: genized labor. These conditions will produce certain types of
eitizens. Prosperous and contented communities of small fermers

distributed over the entire country will produece another type of
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men who, in habits of life and in political belief, will be almost
exactly the opposite of the former and will aet ¢s a counter-
poise in adjustments of govermment. A prosperous, intelligent and
contented rural population is therefore, essential to our national
perpetuity. The world's experience has shown thet the best way

to seeure this is to encourage the division of all the lands

into small ferms, owned and operated by one family. There are

two ways to look at & small farm; one is, and the common way,

that it 1s a2 place to mske & living, but rather a hard place,

and should be sold as soon as anything easier is found. The other
is that the ownership of land is & mark of honor; that a patent

to land is & title to mnobility, & right to sovereignty. The
ownership must be absolute, subject only to the State, so that
each proprietor is the independent sovereign of a portion of the
United States, with the final authority through the ballot, to
control the local, County, State snd Wational governments; a
position of great dignity end power. Ve speak of the sovereign
people. Are they to be sovereign in fact or in theory only? If
in fact, then each ecitizen must own and control something. In a
sense he must be & lord of a certein territory. It is celled a
farm, but legally it is 2 subdivision of the State to which the
farmer 1s given perpetusl title, that he may have the means to
support his position as an independent sovereign with dignity,

~and that by sbsolutely governing & small portion of the Unided

States, he mey wisely assist in governing the whole, This is
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the attitude of the state towards individuel ownership of lend,
and these lands should be of an area that will come nesrest
to the developmenti of the perfect citizen end ruler. It must
not be 80 large that the income can support the owner without
effort on his pert; nor should it be so smell that it will
meke & mere toiler out of the owner, for this narrows the
intellect. It should be large enough to provide good farm
equipment buildings, machinery and stoeck, and furnish lsbor_
for the family. The snnual income must be sufficient to
improve the ferm, e ducate the femily, assist in starting its
members in ways of independent supports and to provide a reserve
for old age. The United States has fixed that amount at 160
acress The right acreage of the farm must depend upon condi-
tions. In semi-arid sections it might reguire more than double
thet number and near large cities, less then ome-fourth might
answer the purpose.

Communities of small fermers tend to promote common honesty;
& respect for the rights of others and for law. No one is rich
enough to dominste his neighbors nor o poor thet his influence
nay be disregarded. Their stock, products and provperty are ex-
posed to trespassers and dopredators, henee & com:on interest
unites them for mutual protection =nd the primary lessons of
society are taught.

The education acquired on the smell ferm brosdens citizenship,
because it is & many-sided education and gives eorrect impressionsg
of meny phases of life. All over the world the small independent

farmers are staunch supporters of conservetive government. They




ere intense lovers of home and opposed to radical changes.

AS A SOURCE OF WEALTH,

Ultimately the small farmer leearns to keep a reserve of
cash against emergencies and these aggregated accumalations
become very important factors in the capital of our nationm,
for they ere more reliable than the deposits from commerciel
gources. The vast sums of money necessary to carry on the bus-
iness of & nation, a&re not derived from the deposits of capital-
iste, but from the aggregetion of millions of thrifty, small
depositors. This is especially true of England, France, Ger-
many and the United States.

If a1l is considered education that leads out, develops
or trains the individual, then the amount sequired in even the
best schools is only s fraction of what the average men must
know to succeed in life. It is of the highest importence then
to the state thet this greater body of knowledge should be
correct, broad, conservative, and elevating. Liberasl provision
has been made by the state, by churches, and by individusl gifts
for schools, but the moulding of this great body of knowledge
to the best interests of society has been mainly left to the
caprice of individual efforts. The state can with propriety
especially foster such conditions of society, such lines of
industry, or such occupations as evidently tend to mental
end physical vigor, to breadth of understending and to the
best cltizenship and to the stability of the state. For
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these ends no more potent influence hes been found then an intel-
ligent, prosperous and contented body of thrifty small fermers.
States and the Netional Government have aided by the gift of

free lands for homes, and by the promotion of rurasl schools and
iree‘mail delivery.

Whet is the next step to be taken%?-better highways and
consolidation of rural schools. The need of better highways
is too apparent to regquire discussion here.

When rural schools were first esteblished in the United
States, education in the country was elementery. As the demand
for higher education beceme common, the attempt was made 1o
graft on to the common schools higher branches, until frequently
& teacher in the country hes thirty or forty classes in one day.
Under such conditions thoroughness is impossible. In the readjusted
xural gchool the township should be the unit. One good graded
rural school is bebter than 8ix to nine helf equipped, half teught,
wholly neglected meighborhood sehools, where the traveler is
frequently in doubt whether the building is & dwelling without
tenants, or a barn without fodder, and where & few months of
schooling is given to ease the parental conscience, snd where
the prinecipal object is to teach the science of how to study
books without sequiring an education. This conselidated rural
sehool will be better equipped, better managed and better taught.
It is the only way rurel education cen be made creditable an&
adequate to the requirements of country life. The mnsolidated

rural sehool must do for the country what the High School has
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done for the eity. Such a school will orgenize rural seqiety,
establish and maintain rural publie opinion, end provide ade-
quate educatdon for the toilers upon the farms. In such schools
agrieulture, the mechenic arts, and domestie economy can be
taught. It cen be a real rural school. Is it mot better that
those who love the country and believe that its development,
enrichment and culture are necessary to our national life, should
unite upon some plan to consvlidate the rural school, than to
esteblish & few distriet sgriculturel schools?

The objection to &an esgricultural high school in ezch Con-
gressional Distriect is thet it removes the boys from the farms
and homes, gives & semi-city environment, incresses the cost of
education to such as avail themselves of its offers, end tekes
money from all the people to provide adventages for a few, and
that few generally best able to help themselves. Such schools
¢ould only provide training for a few, wherees the necessity :
for vocaticnal education is universal and should be provided for
all. Should the Davis Bill be resurrected an emendment will
be offered:= First, thet edditional mecns be furnished our cole
leges of Agriculture to enable them to prepare teachers for
rural schools; and sccondly, that the funds proposed for district
agricultural high scehools shall be given to &id eonsolideted
rural schools.,

I heve tried to meke clear the importance of an education
in common things for common people, &s opposed to the exceptional

end the remote and the extraordinery. If we heve no more time




than necessary to become perfect in the kmowledge of one cauntry,
let that country be our own. Study the history, the langunage,
the soil, the climate, the enimals, the birds, the plents and
all the conditions that make for home success end comfort. If
84111l there be inclinstion, leisure and meens, then extend the
reseerches into foreign 1ands. We are on the wrong line. e
have tried to master ancient history without knowing modern. We
have attempted to tremslate the classics, and have failed for lack
of Fnglish; our ten-story buildiags without foundation or lower
gtories have not proven good eir structures. A great nation is
not the outgrowth of a fow men of genius, but the superlative
worth of a great comnon people. TMew will attempt to controvert
this statement. Our differences appear when we undertake to
outline a2 course of study essential to the making of a great
comnon people. We are agreed, however: That to meet our highest
idesls, each individual in @211 the clasczes, occupations and pro-
fessions of our commonwealth must be strengthened and developed
in his lifework to the extent of his capacity. Chemistry, boteny,
entomology, biology, mechanical conditions of the soil, plants,
mechanics, ete., must be teught to the extent required in the
voecetion to be followed, and with special adaptation to it. At
present they are taught on the iron bedstead plen, the seme for
all.

I heve tried to show that there are ample forces in the
field for the readjustment of rural conditions, if vitalized

and brought into service. There is slways & class eager 10
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establish new agencies, to Join battle with untested equipment,
to attack strongholds with raw militia, and to storm impregneble
fortresses with guns that would nof breach & camp tent. It has
teken eenturies to establish the schools we now have. With a
little readjustment they will do the work required for agrieul-
ture. Even in this reallignment to include instruction ir
egriculture there is denger that we may eliminate brenches of
great value end ncceesary to the rounding out of the rural
toiler in his obligations to human society. For after all, iﬁ
molding men by the processes of education there is something
more then just fitting them for a vocation. The aim should be
to make a greater common men, and unless this can be done voca=
tional treining will Be & failure because of the narrowing of
his social lines, the dwarfing of his sense of obligatidn to

the stete, and & semi-paralysis of his morel neture. Unless

the main object of all education for the masses 18 the meking

of & great common people, we shall fail. Neither a score of
statesmen nor & lrigade of scholars meke & grest nation. If our
1nstitu£ions_are to be preserved it must be accomplished by
meking greatness common,- More thoroughness, sublime faithful-
ness, exalted character, greater breadth, perfeet integrity,

a larger view of humen rights and God's requirements; millions
of inépirea doers who give to every ereation of their hemdiwork
such perfection of accomplishment that whet men has wrought blends
perfectly with what God hes created; millions of scholars in their

rural homes fostering knowledge and promoting art; millions of



statesmen %toiling on the farms and in the factories, working out
the details of & brosder mationel 1life, and millions of philen-
thropists meking geins to better the world.

What cen teachers do to help our rural conditions? Every-
thing. They are an essential part of the greatest of all
universities, the home. They have charge of the extension courses;
they cen inspire in youth & love of knowledge and meke all its
avenues look delightful; they cen unlock the books which are
treasure-houses of hunan wisdom, and give them a golden key; they
can cause the soil to become more responsive to the touch of
industry end the hervest more gbundsnt to meet the measure of
& larger hope; they cen add to the comforts of the home, shepe
its enviromments into lines of beauty and increasge ils attrac-
tiveness, till the home shall become the greatest magnet of
our people; they cen create & love of investigation and give it
direction; they cen enlarge the knowledge of the people in
common things and thus lay the foundation of the common sense. A%
their instence, fingers will touch the lines of deffness, mechan-
ical skill will become universal, and thrift and alertness will
trensform the toilers into captains of industry. Their mission
is to meke & great common people and thus readjust the mep of
the world. The keystone of American civilazation is the home.

By some mysterious social convulsion it has become loosened.
They cen reech it from the pedestal of the common school, push

it to its place and cement it in & way thet will be enduring.
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Hemilear took the youthfui Hdnnibal end made him swear et

o sacred alter eternal enmity to Rome. ILet the teacher, on

' bended kmee and with uplifted hand, at the altar of liberty,
| sweer eternsel enmity to ignorance, vice and crime, and the

f dawn of a greater life will appesar; & nation of broader horizon

and higher purpose will at:nd forth to battle for humen rights.
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Pourth.~-There has been & graduval increase of tenant farm-
ing, until it now represents about 40 per cent. c¢f the total, and
the marvelous advance of cities in population, wealth, and po-
litical power is part of the current histery which indicates
radieal changes in cur commonwealth not gratifying to lovers
of a broad liberty.

Fifth ,~-From the standpoint of the statesman, our large
eities are denger-places on the map of our republic. Homes
are sc costly that only the riech ecan own them. The poor, snd
aven those of censiderable earning power, are tenants at will,
The industrial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous
wealth to handle them, Xach supports an army of employees, all
dependent upon a managing will. In several of our largest cit=-
ies there is a large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toil that they are compelled tc east their votes
for a job, and there are as many more who are unavoldably in-
fluenced by their jobs, There is also, where great numbers
are aggregated, a mass leadership regardless of wealih, Gener=-
ally this represents organized and predatory poverty. It mat-
ters not that the preosperity in eities, po far as it relates
to the msses, is illusory; it attracts, it allures.

Many and radieal refomms must be worked out before ideal
conditiens can be established generally in the country.

1. A much larger perecentage of the farmers and their fam-
ilies must be broadly educated and of high character.

2. The farm lands must be so improved and mansg ed as to

yield a more eertain and profitable return for labor expended,
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and afford greater profit for the teiler than employment in the
eity.

3. The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirments of the farm, convenient, and attractive.

4. Churches, schools, means of communiestion, social con-
ditions, and opportunitieé for accumwlating wealth and for cive
ie preferment for the masses in the country must be as good as,
or better than, those in the eity.

The methods to accomplish this rural refomm, briefly out-
lined, are as follows: The first step to ve inaungurated among
the people is the PFarmers' Ce=-operative Demonstration Werk ef
the United States Depariment of Agriculture, by which the ele-
mentary lessons in agriculture are taught direetly to the farm-
ers and theilr methods improved, sc that they are able to realise
two,~three-, and fourfold the results ncw obtained by th om.

Thru this inerease ¢f income the people of the rural districts
are able to improve their homes and to pay expsnses incident

to & higher eivilization. Fvery upward step, whether in eily

or country, costs something. ¥No great advancds can be made
unlessthis added cost be provided for. Thru this instrumentali-
ty the homes of our fural population will be greatly imprc ved.

The seccnd great step in the rural uplift is the consolida-
tion of the rural schocls. The neighborhood school is simply
adapted to a people in a very elementary condition of seietye.

They are simply kindergarten schools, but when toc many branches

demanded by modern conditione are thrust upon them they are to-

tally unsuited to meet the requirments of the people. It is
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better for parents to send their children a greater distance
and have a real eountry school, properly equipped and gracded

80 as Lo meet all the requirements of rural education. In sueh
achools agriculture should be an important 1line of education.
waevér, aven in such schoels it is out of the guestion to teach
all that relates to agriculture, and a mistake to attempt 1tg
The present crrieulum whieh has heen worked out with such ecare
should nnf'be so disturbed as to inject into it courses of atudy
that must gradually weaken the instruétion now given. The pubde
lic demand for agriculture has made this errcr--a lack of def-
initeness. It would have been much better khad legislatvres
simply demandeé the teaching ef teoc or three things vkich sre
wniversally required and which wouléd have gilven some greatly
neasded infermation to the people. Insteoad of agricalture,
should be subsiituted the vegetable and fruit garden, the cow
and nerproducts,and poultry. These ihree lines ¢f instruetion
would give definiteness to vhat is required. As it ig now the
temechers arc perfectly at ses, and there will te an attempt to
teach almos: everything, from pure science relat ed remotely to
agriculture to the purely mechanical e thods of the farm, In
the family vegetable ané fruif garden would be included 211 the
fnstruetion in soil, in seed-selection, how planis feed and how
they grow, and in methods of cultivaticn neeessary for the rural
town and for the country in an elementary way. Practical les-
sons about the cow and her products, and poultry, would give
the kind of knowledge required in every househeld in regard to

such common food supplies as milk, eggs, veal,beef, and the
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flesh of fowls; how to produce them economieally; thelr value,
and the offices they perform in the human syster when used for
food., Instruction of this character is aleng the line of people'’s
daily necessities and gives the kind of knowledge required by the
toiling masses. There is little danger of teaching incorrect
theories or methods upon these subjects beecause the objecy=lep~
sons are at hand for correction. In mest schools it would be
better to give instruetion in only one of these at a time, com-
mencing first Wifh the market garden; second, poultry; and third,
the cow and her products. No one should be considered educated
who is ignorant of the economic.produetion of these, and their
great value iﬁ the food supplies that must form one of the chief
sources of sustenance for the human race.

Instruection in these branches could be given &s well by
women teachers as by men., In nearly every schocl district one
or more model gardens could be established smong the patrons of
the school andlin mopt distriets some one could he induced to
purchase a better cow and improved poultry, and keep their re-
cords for the school., Ask the pupils to bring samples of their
gardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each school
term, Call it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.

One of the greatest forces in edueation is to get the peo~
pie to compare their products and realize that there is a meth-
od that will produce better results.

upon this plan every school teacher will become an educator
not only of the children but of the adult population of the
district.
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The Farmers' Co-operative Demonstration Work of the United
States Department of Agriculture and the State folleges of Agri-
culture eould furnish instructions and thus assist. In the
teaching of agriculture it is not so ruch books that are required
as an awakened inquiry upon the part of pupils and patrons. Ob-
ject lessons and competitive exhibits, with proper direction by
the teacher, will do more than bhooks.

Public opinion is that power in civilization which regu-
lates and controls matters beyond the realm of law, and it is
just as important that this should be framed upon a conservative
and wise basis looking to the greatest @ od to the greatest nume-
ber as that laws shall be enacted of the same character.

At present there is little real country public opinion,.

+ is mainly a modified town opinion, colle cted on streets and
in stores and taken home by each farmer as he returns from &
weekly visit to his market town.

To have a true rural public opinion there must be real rural
pociety. Sound public opinion ecannot be imported; it must be
made on the spot and for the purpose.

The heme, the schoel, and the church are the great forees
upon whick we must depend for the establishment of society, the
ereation of a true publiec opinion in the country, and the final
adjustment of rural life. The three forces are ever present
and all-powerful, if united, and can make & true rural publie
opinion with potential forces to control conditiens in the ecun-
try.

Another course emphasized is the organization of boys' and
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girls' clubs with the object of working out at their homes, in
the garden and on the farm the lessons inculcated at the schools.
Great emphasis should be placed on the means of teaching
the dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the giving tdé the
young a larger measure of common senge by causing them to be
more familiar with the common things of their environment.
Special value should be placed on the importance in a republie
of the ownership ef small farms, There are two ways to look
at a small farm. One is the common way, that it is a place teo
make a living and rather a hard place, and should be sold as
poon as anything better can be found. The other is that the
ownership of land is a marl ofihonor; that a patent to land is
a title to nobility and right of sovereignty. The ownership
must be complete, subject only to the state, so that each pro-
prietor is the independent soverdéign of a portion of the United
States, that the final power thru the ballot to control the loeal,
county, state, and nl;ional governments is a position of great
dignity and power.
I have tried to make clear the importance of an education
in common things for common people as opposed to the exceptional
and the remote, If we have no more time than is necessary to be~
come perfect in the knowle dge of one country, let that country
be our own, Study the histary, the lamguage, the soil, the e¢li-
mate the animals, the birds, the plants, and all the conditions
that make for home successand comfort. If still there be in-

elinat ion, leisure, and means, then extend the researches inte
foreign lande. We are on the wrong line., We have tried to mas-

ter ancient history without knowing modern. We have tried to
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translate the classica and have failed for lack of English. A
great nation is not the outgrowth of a few men of genius. We
agree, hav ever, that to meet omr highest ideals the classes, oo~
ecupations, and provisions of ocur commenwealth must be strengthened
and developed in the lifeswork of the individwal to the extent
of his capacity.

I have tried to show that there are forees in the field for
the readjustment of the rural conditions, if vitalized and
brought intc serviece. There is always a class eager to estab-
lish new agenecies, to join battle without industrial equipment,
to attack a stronghold with raw militia, and to storm impregna-
ble fortresses with guns that would not breach a camp tent. It
has taken centuries to establish the schocls we now have., With
a little readjustment they will do the work required for agri-
culture, Tven in this we are learning to include instruet ion
in agriculture. There is danger that we may eliminate branches
of great value which are necessary DI the roun@ing-out of the
rural teiler in his obligations to humen society. If our insti=-
tutims are to be preperved, it must be accomplished by making
greatness common, MNore thoroness, faithfulness, exalted charae-
ter, greater breadth, perfect intelligence and larger views of
human rights and govermment requirements, millions of inspired
doers who give to every creation of their handiwar k such perfee-
tion of accomplishment that what man hese wrought blends perfecé=
1y with what Cod has created. Millione of schelars in their

rural homes controlling knowledge and promoting art. Millions of
statesmen tolling on the farm and in the factéries, working out

the details of a broader life, and millions of rural philanthro=
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piets making improvements to better the old.

What ecan teachers do to better cur rurel condit ions? Fvery-
thing, They are an essential part of the greatest of all uni=
versities, =--the home. They have charge of the extensiorn courses.
They can inspire in the youth a love of knowledge and make all
its avenues look delightful, They can un=lock the books whieh
are treasury-houses of human wisdom and give them a golden key.
They can use the soil to become more responsive to the toweh of
industry and the harvest more abundant; they can add to the c¢om=
forts of the homed mold its envirorments intc lines of beauty,
ené increase its attractiveness until the home shall become the
greatect magnet of our people. They can create a love for ine
veetigation and give it direction, and can enlarge the knewledge
of the people in common things and thus lay the foundation of
common pense, Al their instance fingers will touch the lines of
deftness, mechanical skill will become universal, and thrift and
alartnea; will transform the toilers info captains of indusiry.
Their mission is to make a great common people and thus readjust
the mep of the world. The dawn of agreater life will appesar., A
nation cf broader horigon and higher purpose will stend forth te

battle for human rights.



J AGRICULTURAYL EDUCATION FOR THE RURAL DISJRICTS
Seamah A. Knapp, United States Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D. Q.
(A Synopsis)

In a narrow way this topiec may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how teo
teach it sucecessfully, In a broader way it may include the
lines of education most helpful to the teilers upen the farms,
and how feo convelyy thies instruetion so sucecessfully that it
will transform and enrich rural life. We shall discuss the
topic mainly along these broader lines. First, however, let
us outline some of the more salient rural conditions as com=
pared with cities:?

First.-There is a much lewer earning capaecity of the rural
toiler than of his equal in the city and a conl;quent dissatis=
faction on the part of the farm wage-earner,

- Second.~There is & lower and more hazardous return from
farm investments than from those in commercial or transporia=
tion lines and a censequent disinelination to hold country
properiy,

Third.=In the past half-centuly rural improevements have
not kept pace with ecivie, and social conditions upon our farms
have declined by the removal of many old and eultured famile
ies to the cities. The progress of our cities hasheen so phe=
nominal that they have aﬁtracted peopl of educaticn and rew
finement to the detriment of the country, and it has especially
lured the brainy youths of the farm with visions of vecoming
captains of industry.
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Pourth.-There has been a gradual inercase of tenant farm-
ing? until it now represents about 40 per cent, of the total, and
the marvelous advance of cities in population, wealth, and po-
litical power is part of the current histery which indicates
radieal changes In cur commonwealth not gratifying to lovers
¢f a breoad lfiberty.

Pifth.-From the standpoint of the statesman, our large
cities are danger-places on the map of our republic. Homes
are sc costly that only the rich can own them, The poor, and
aven those of conspiderable earning power, are lenants at will,
The industrial euterprises are vast and it requires enormous
wealth tc handle them., Hach supports an army of employees, all
dependent upon a managing will., In several o¢f cur largest cite
ies there is a large number of men s¢ completely dependent
for a day's toil that they arc compelled to cast their vetes
for a job, and there are as meny more whe are unaveidably in-
fluenced by their jobs, There is alsc, where great numbers
are aggregated, a mass leadership regardless of wealth., Gener=
ally this represents organized and predatery poverty. It mat-
ters not that the prosperity in eities, so far as it relates
to themmsepes, is illusory; it attraects, it allures.

Many and radical refomms must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established generally in the country.

1. A much larger percentage of the farmers and their fem=
ilies must be broadly ecducated and of high character.

2. The farm lands must be so improved and mansg ed as to

yield a more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
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and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
gity.

%, The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirments of the farm, convenient, and attractive.

4, (Churches, schools, means of communication, social eon-
ditions, and opportunities for accwmulating wealth and for clve
ie preférment for the masses in the country must be as good as,
or better tham, those in the eity.

The methods to accomplish this rural refomm, briefly oute
lined, are as follows: The Iirst step to be inaugurated among
the people is the Parmers' Ce-operative Demoustration Work of
the United States Department of Agriculture, by which the ele-
mentary leseons in agriculture are taught direetly to the farm-
ers and their metheds improved, se that they are sble lo realize
two, ~three=, and fourfold the results ncw obtsined by them,

Thwi this inerease of income the people of the rural districts
are able to improve their homes and tc pay expenses incident

to a higher eivilization. Fvery upward step, whether in city
or country, costs something. No great advances can be made
unlessthis added cost be provided for. Thru this ingtrimentalie-
ty the homes of our rural population will be greatly improved.

The second great step in the rural uplift is the consolida-
tion of the rural schools. The neighborhcod school is simply
adapted to a people in & very elementary condition of sciety,.

They are simply kindergarten schools, but when toc many branches
demanded by modern conditions are thrust upon them they are to=

tally unsuited to meet the requirments of the people, It is
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better for parents to send their children a greater distance
and have & real country schoel, properly equipped ané graded

50 as to meet all the requirements of rural education. In such
schools agriculture should be an important line of education,
However, even in such schoecls it is out of the guestion to teach
a1l tvat reistes to agriculture, and a mistake to attempt 1te
The present curriculum which has been worked cut with such eare
should nct be so disturbed as to inject inte it courses of study
that must gradually weaken the instruction now given, The pub-
lie demand for agriculture has made this errore-a lack of def=
initeness. It would have been much betier had legislatures
simply demanded the teaching of teo or three things which are
universally required and which would have gilven some greatly
needed information te tha people. Insteas of agrieculture,
should be substituted the vegetable and fruit garden, the cew
and herproducts,and poultry. These threc lires of instruetion
would give definiteness to what is required., As it is now the
teachers are perfectly at sea, and there will be an attempt to
teach almost everything, from pure science relat ad remotely to
asgriculture tc the purely mechanical e theds ¢f the farm, In
the family vegetable and fruit garden would be included all the
fnstruction in soil, in seed-scleetion, how planis feed and how
they grow, and in metheds of eultivat ion necessary for the rural
town and for the country in an elementary way. Practical leg-
sons about the cow and her produets, and poultry, would give
the kind of knowledge required in every household in regard to

such common food supplies as milk, eges, vesl,beef, and the
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flesh of fowls; how to produce them economically; their value,
and the offices they perform in the human system when used for
food, Instruction of this character is aleng the line of people's
daily necessities and gives the kind of knowledge required by the
toiling masses. There is little danger of teaching inecorreet
theories or methods upon these subjects because thc objecy-les-
sons are at hand for correctien., In most schools it would be
better to give instruetion in only one ¢f these at a time, come=
mencing first with the market garden; second, pouliry; and third,
the cow and her productes. Yo one should be considered educated
who is ignorant of the economic produection of these, and their
great value in the food supplies that must form one of the chief
sources of sustenance for the human race.

Instruction in these branches could be given &s well by
women teachers as by men, In nearly every schoecl district one
or more model gardens could be established among the patrons of
the school and in most districts some one could te induced to
purchase & better cow and improved poultry, and keep their re-
gords for the school. Ask the pupils to bring samples of their
gardens, of their cows and poultry one day during each schoel
term, Call it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.

One of the greatest forces in education is tc get the peo~
ple to compare their products and realize that there is a meth=
od that will produce better results.

upon this plan every school teacher will becceme an educator
not only of the children but of the adult population of the
distriect.
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The Parmers' Co-operative Demonstration Work of the United
States Depariment of Agriculture and the State Colleges of Agri=
culture gould furnish instructions and thus assist. In the
teachine of agriculture it is not so much hooks that are required
as an awskened inguiry upon the part of pupils and patrons. Obe=
ject lessons and competitive exhibits, with proper direction by
the teacher, will dc more than books.

Public opinion is that power in civilization which regu=
jates and controls matters beyond the realm of law, and it is
just as important that this should be framed upcn a congervative
and wise hasis looking to the greastest @ od to the greatest nume
ber as that laws shall be enacted of the same character.

At present there is little real country public cpinicn,

It is mainly a modified town opinion, ceollected on streets and
4n stores and teken home by each farmer as he returns from a
weekly visit to his market town.

To have a true rural public opinion there must be real rural
society. Sound public opinion ecannct be imported; it must be
made on the spot and for the purpose.

The home, the schoel, and the church are the great forces
upon which we must depend:for the eptablishment of society, the
ereation of a true public opinion in the gountry, and the final
adjustment of rural life. The threec forces are ever present
and all-powerful, if united, and can make & true rural pubiie
opinion with potential forees to control conditions in the coun=
try. '

Another course emphasized is the organization of boys' and
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girls' clubs with the object of working out at their homes, in
the garden and on the farm the lessons inculcated at the schoeols,
Great.emphasia should be placed on the means of teaching
the dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the giving té the
young a larger measure of common sensge by causing them to be
more fawiliar ﬁith the common things of their environment.
Special vaiue should be placed on the importance in a republie
of the ownership of small farms., There are two ways to look
at a small farm, One is the ecormon way, that it is a place teo
make a living and rather a hard place, and should he sold as
soon as anything better can be found. The other is that the
ownership of land is a marg of honor; that a patent to land is
a title to nobility and right of sovereignty. The ownership
must be complete, subject only to the state, so that each pro-
prietor is the independent soveréign of a portion eof the United
States, that the final power thru the ballot to ccntrol the local,
county, state, and national governments is a position of great
dignity and power,
T have tried to make clear the importance of an educatiom
in common things for common people as opposed to the exceptional
and the remote, If we have no mere time than is necessary to be-
come perfect in the knowle dge of one country, let that couniry
be our own. Study the histary, the lamguage, the scil, the ¢li-
mate the animals, the birds, the plants, and all the conditions
that make for home successand comfort, If still there be in-

¢linat ion, leisure, and means, then extend the researches inte
foreign lands. We are on the wrong line., We have tried to mas-

ter aneient history without knowing modern, We have tried to
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translate the classics and have failed for lack of Englisk. A
great nation is not the outgrowth c¢f a2 few men of genius. We
agree, hav ever, that to meet owr highest ideals the classes, oo~
cupations, and provisions of cur commenwealth must be strengihened
and developed in the life-work of the individual to the extent
of his capacity.

I have tried to show that there are forces in the field for
the readjustment of the rural conditions, if vitalized and
brought inte service. There is always a class eager to estabe
ligh new agencies, ® Jjoin battle without industrial egquipment,
to attack & stronghold with raw militia, and to storm impregna-
ble fortresses with guns that wounld not breachra camp tent., It
has taken centuries to establish the schools we now have, With
a little readjustment they will do the work required for agri-
culture, Pven in this we are learning to include instruet ion
in agriculture. There is danger that we may eliminatec branches
of great value which are necessary for the rounding-out of the
rural toiler in his obligations to human society., If our insti-
tutions are to be preserved, it must be accomplished by making
greatness common, More thoroness, faithfulness, exalted charage
ter, greater breadth, perfect intelligence and larger views of
human rights and govermuent requirements, millions of inspired
doers who give to every creation of their handiwark such perfee-
tion of accomplishment that what man has wrought blends perfecée
1y with what God has cresated. Millions of schelars in their

rural hemes controlling knowledge and promoting art., Millions of
statesmen tolling on the farm and in the factdries, working cut

the details of a broader life, and millions of rural philanthroe
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pists making improvements to better the old.

What can teachers dc to better our rural condit ions? Everye
thing; They are an essential part of the greatest of 2all unie
versities, --the home. They have charge of the extension courses.
They can inspire in the youth a love ¢of knowledge and make all
its avenues look delightful, They can un-lcck the books which
are treasury-houses of human wisdom and give them a gelden key,
They can use the so0il to become more responsive to the touch of
industry and the harvest more sbundant; they can add to the com~
forts of the homey mold its environments into lines of beauwty,
and inerease its attractiveness until the home shall beccme the
greatest magnet of our people. They can create a love for in=
vestigation and give it direction, and can enlarge the knawlédgt
of the people in common things and thus lay the foundation of
common sense., At their instance fingers will touch the lines of
deftness, mechanical skill will become universal, and thrift and
alertness will transform the toilers into eaptains of industry,
Their mission is to make & great common people and thus readjust
the map of the world., The dawn of agreater life will apﬁear. A
nation of broader horizon and higher purpcse will stand forth te

battle for human rights.
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/ f AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION TOR THE RURAL DISTRICTS
EedmnA A. Knapp, United States Department of Agriculture,
Vashington, D. C.
(A Synopsis)

In a narrow way this tupic may be limited to the kind of
husbandry that should be taught the rural masses, and how to
teach it suecessfully, In a broader way it may include the
lines of education most helpful te the toilers upon the farms,
and how to convely thig instruection s¢ sucecessfully that it
will transform and enrich rural life. We shall discuss the
topic mainly aleng these breader lines, First, however, let
us outline some of the mere salient rural conditions as com-
pared with cities:

Pirst.=There is a much lower earning ctpacity ¢f the rural
toiler than of his equal in the ciiy and 2 consequent dissatise
fagtion on the part of the farmm wage-ecarner.,

Second.~There is a lower and more hazardous return from
farm investments than from those in commercisl or tiransportas
tion lines and a consequent disinclination to hold country
property.

Third.~In the past half=century rural improvements have
not kept pmce with civie, and scecisl conditions upon our farms
have declined by the removal of many old and cultured famile
ies to the cities. The progress of our cities hasbeen 80 phe=
noeminal that they have attracted peopl of education and re-
finemant to the detriment of the country, and it has espeecially
lured the brainy youths of the farm with visions of becoming

captaing of industry.



Pourth.-There has been a gradual inerease of tenant farm=
ing, until it now represents about aﬂ‘par cent, ¢f the tetel, and
the marvelous advance of cities in population, wealth, and po-
litical power is part of the current histery which indicates
radical changes in our cormmenwealth not gratifying to lovers
of a dbroad liberty.

Pifth .~Prom the standpoint of the statesman, our large
cities are danger-pleces on the map of our republic. Homes
are so costly that only the rich can cwn them, The peor, and
even these of considerable earning power, are tenanits at will,
The industrial enterprises are vast and it requires enormous
wealth +tc handle them. DYach supports sn army ¢f employees, all
dependent upon a managing will. In several of our larpest cite
ies there is @ large number of men so completely dependent
for a day's toii that they are compelled to cast their votes
for a job, and there are as many more who are unsvoidably in-
fluenced by their jobs, There is also, where preat numbers
are apgregated, & mass leadership ragardless cf wealth. Gener=-
2lly this represents organized and predatory poverty. It mat-
ters not that the presperity in cities, so far ap it relates
to the msses, is illusory; it attracts, it allures.

Many and radical refoms must be worked out before ideal
conditions can be established generally in the country.

1. A much larger percentage of the farmers and their fam=
ilies must be broadly educated and of high character.

2, The ferm lands must be so improved and mansg ed as to

yield a more certain and profitable return for labor expended,
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and afford greater profit for the toiler than employment in the
eity.

%, The farm improvements must be durable, suited to the
requirments of the farm, convenient, and attractive.

4. Ohurches, schools, means of communication, seclial eon-
ditions, snd opportunities for accumulating wealth and for cive
ie preferment for the masses in the country must be as good as,
or better than, those in the oity.

Tha methods to accomplish this rural refom, briefly oute
lined, are as follows: The first atep to be inaugurated among
the people is the Farmers® Cewaperatiive Demonstration Work ef
the United States Department of Agriculture, by which the ale~
mentary lessons in agriculture are taught directly to the farm-
ers and their methods improved, so that they are sble to realige
two,-three=, and fourfold the results now obtained by theni
Thru this inorease of income the people of the rural distriets
are eble to impreve their homes and to pay expenses inecident
to a higher eivilization. ZFvery upward step, whether in city
or country, costs something., ¥No great advancés can be made
unlessthis added cost be provided for. Thru this instrumentali=-
ty the homes of our rural population will be greatly improved.

The pecond great step in the rural uplift is the censelida-
tien ¢f the rural schools. The neighborhood school is simply
adapted te a people in & very elementary condition of sciety.

They are simply kindergarten schools, but when toc many branches
demanded by modern conditions sre thrust upon them they are to=

tally unsuited to meet the requirments of the people. It is
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better for parents to send their children a greater distance
and have a real country scheol, preperly equipped and greded

g0 85 te meet all the reguirements of rural educaticn. In such
schools agriculture should be an important line of education,
However, even in such schools it is out of the guestion to teach
a1l that relates to agriculture, snd 2 mistske to attempt it
The present curricnlum which has teen worked cut with such care
should not be sc disturbed as to inject into it courses of study
that must gradually wesken the instruction now given. The pube=
1ic demsnd for agriculture has made this error=~a lack of defe=
initeness., It would have been much betier had legislatures
simply demanded the teaching of tec or three things which are
universally required and which would have given some greatly
neaded information to the people., Instead of agﬂcultwre,
should be substituted the vegetable and fruiti garden, the cew
and herprodusts,and poultry. These three lines of instruetion
would give definiteness to what is required. As it is now the
teachers are perfeotly at sea, and there will be an attenﬁpt te
teach almost everything, from pure selence relatad remotely to
agriculture\ to the purely mechaniesal re thods of the farm. In
the family vegetable sné fruit garden would be included ell the
fnstruection in soil, ir seed-selection, how plants feed and how
they grow, and in methods of cultivation necessary for the rural
town and for the country in an elementary way. Practical lose
sons aboul the cow and her products, and poultry, would give
the kind of knowledge required in every household in regard to

such common food supplies as milk, egps, veal,beef, and the
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flesh of fowlsi how to yreduce them egonomically; their value,
and the effices they perform in the humen system when used for
food. Instruction of this character is aleng the line of people's
daily necessities and gives the ¥ind of knowledge required by the
toiling masses. There is little danger of teaching incorreet
theeries or methods upon these subjects heeause the objecy=les~
sons are at hand for correctien. In most schools it would be
bbttnr to give instruction in only one ¢f these at a time, com=
mencing first with the market garden; second, poultry; and third,
the cow and her products. Io one ghould be considered educated
who is ignorant of the economie produetion of these, and their
great value in the food supplies that must form one of the chief
sources of sustenance for the human race.

Instruction in these branches could be given as well by
women teachers ts by men. In nearly every school. district one
or more model gardens could be established smong the patrons of
the school and in most districts some on¢ could be induced to
purchase a better cow and improved poultry, and keep their re-
cords for the school, Ask the pupils to bring samples of their
gardens, of their cows gnd poultry one day during each schoel
term, 0Call it Agricultural Day, and invite the parents.

One of the greatest forces in education is tc get the peo=
ple to compare their products and realize thet there is a meth=-
od that will produce better results.

upon this plan every school teacher will become an educator
not only of the children put of the adult population cf the
district.
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The Parmers'! Co=-operative ﬁ&mﬁnbtratien Viork of the United
States Department of Agriculture and the State Colleges of Agrie-
culture gould furnish instructions and thus agslist. In the
teaching of agriculture it is not so mueh books that are reguired
as an avakened inquiry upon the part of pupils and patrons. Obe-
jest IBS;OHB and competitive exhibits, with proper direction by
the teacher, will do more than books.

Public opinion is that power in civilization which regu-
lates and controls metiers beyond the realm c¢f law, and it is
just as important that this shouléd be framed upen & conservative
and wise bhasis looking te the greatest pod to the greatest num-
ber as that laws shall te enacted of the same character,

At present there is little real country public opinion,.

It is mainly a modified town opinion, collected or streets and
in stores and teken home by each farmer as he returns from a
weekly visit to his market town.

To have a true rural public opinion there must be real rural
society. Sound public opinion eannot be imported; it must be
‘made on the spot and for the purpose,

The home, the school, and the church are the great forces
upon which we must depend for the establistment of scciety, the
ereation of a true publie opinion in the ecountry, and the final
adjustment of rural life. The three forges are ever present
and all=powerful, if united, and can meke a true rural public
opinien with potential forees to control eonditions in the goune
try.

Another course emphasized is the organization of boys' and
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girls* clubs with the object of working out at their homes, in
the garden and on the farm the lessons inculeated at the schools,

Great emphasis should be placed on the meare of teaching
the dignity of labor, the value of thrift, the pgiving té the
young a larger measure of common sensge by causing them to be
more familiar with the common things of their environment,
Specizl value should he placed on the importance in a republie
¢f the ecwnership of small farms. There are two waye tc leok
at a small farm, One i the eormon way, that it is a place te
make a living &nd rather & hard place, and should bhe sold as
soon as anything better can be found. The other is that the
ownership of land is a mark ﬁf?honor; that a patent to land is
a title to nobility and right of sovereignty. The ewnership
must be complete, subject only to the state, sc that each piou
prietor is the independent soveréfign of 2 portion of the United
ftates, thal the final power thru the ballot to control the local ,
county, state, and national governments is a position_of great
dignity and power, 4

I have tried to make clear the importance of an educatiom
in common thinge for common people as opprosed te the exceptional
and the remote, If we have no mere time than is necessary to bee
come perfect in the knowle dge of one country, let that country
be our ewn, Study the histary, the lamgnage, the soil, the cli=-
mate the animals, the birds, the plants, and sll the conditions
that make for home successand comfort, If e£till there be in-

clination, leisuwre, and means, then extend the researches inte
forefign lands. We are on ithe wrong line. We have tried to mas-

ter anclent history without knowing modern, We have tried to
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translate the classies and have failed for lack of English. A
great nation is not the eutgrowth cf a few men of genius, Ve
agree, hav ever, that to meet our highest ideals the classes, ocece
cupations, and provisions of cur commonwealth must be strengthened
and developed in the life=work of the individual to the oxtent

of his capacity.

I have tried to show that there are forces in the field for '
the readjustment of the rural conditions, if vitalized and
brought inte service, There is always a class eager to estab-
lish new ageneles, t join battle without industrial equipment,
to attack a stronghold with raw militia, and to storm impragna-
ble fortresses with guns that would net breach o coamp tent, It
has taken eenturies to establish the schcolr we now have. With
a little readjustment they will do the work require@ for agri-
gulture, Xven in this we are learning to inelude inatrnict ion
in agriculture., Therse is danger that we may eliminste breanches
of great wvalue which are necessary for the rounding-eut of the
rural toiler in his obligatione to human society. If cur insti-
tutions are to be preserved, it must be accomplished by making
greatness common, More theroness, faithfulness, exslted charage
ter, greater breadth, perfect intelligence znd larger views of
human rights and goverment requirements, millions of inspired
doers wvho give to every creation of thelir hendiwerk such perfec~=
tion of accomplishment that what man has wrought blends perfocte
iy with vhat God has created. Millicre ¢f schelars in their

rural hemes controlling knowledge and promoting art, Milliens of
statesmen tolling on the farm and in the factéries, woerking out

the detalls of a broader life, and millions of rural philanthroe
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pists making improvements to better the old.

¥hat can teachers do to better our rural condit ions? Fvery=
thing., They are an essentisl part of the greatest of 211 uwnie
versities, --the home. They have charge cf the extension ecourses.
They ean inspire in the youth a love of knowledge and make all
jts avenues look delightful., They can un=lcck the books which
are treasury-houses of humsn wisdom and give them & golden key.
They can use the soll to become more responsive to the touch of
industry and the harvest more sbundant; they can add to the com=
forts of the home( mold its environments intc lines of beauty,
sand inerease its attractiveness until the home shall become the
greatest magnet of our ypeople. They can create a love for.in=
vestigation and give it direction, and can enlarge the knewledge
of the people in cormmen things and thus lay the foundation of
common sense, At their instance fingers will touch the lines of
deftness, mechanical skill will become universal, and thrift and
alertness will transfora the toilers into captains of industry.
Their mission ip to make & great common people and thus readjust
the map of the world., 7The dawn of agreater l1ife will appear. A
nation of broader horigon and higher purpose will stand forth teo

battle for human rigats,




	0220
	0221
	0222
	0223
	0224
	0225
	0226
	0227
	0228
	0229
	0230
	0231
	0232
	0233
	0234
	0235
	0236
	0237
	0238
	0239
	0240
	0241
	0242
	0243
	0244
	0245
	0246
	0247
	0248
	0249
	0250
	0251
	0252
	0253
	0254
	0255
	0256
	0257
	0258
	0259
	0260
	0261
	0262
	0263
	0264
	0265
	0266
	0267
	0268
	0269
	0270
	0271
	0272
	0273
	0274
	0275
	0276
	0277
	0278
	0279
	0280
	0281
	0282
	0283
	0284
	0285
	0286
	0287
	0288
	0289
	0290
	0291
	0292
	0293
	0294
	0295
	0296
	0297



