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L o ca t io n : Limonlu v i l l a g e ,  
kaza o f  M ersin ,

Moses

v i s i t

tlCome

H iz ir  has p lav^a j^nv^oj^ fes Ert th e  r e l i g i o n s  and 
lo r e  o f  the M iddle ^ s t ^  f ^ t i ^ ' i l ^ g ^ ,  w ater d e i t y ,  l a s t ­
m inute re s cu e r  fr<y$ d3Sga&&ei^0 g ^ n t e t  o f  w ish e s , Moslem 
s a in t ,  and agentyfcf^JBb^ the s a in t  w alk in g

S ecant/®  ^ ^ p t ^ r  X V III. There he i s  chosen  t o  in s t r u c t  
^ ‘Se^'w^pmhfe tg&es a lon g  on h is  t r a v e ls .  B e fo re  th ey  s e t  

h^wey^ir,0̂ ! i z i r  warns Moses th a t  he i s  n o t t o  i n t e r -  
-qS' f¿ireN ^ith^anything th a t  he (H iz ir )  does a lon g  the way.

H iz ir  commits th ree  a c t s  which seem, on th e  s u r fa c e ,  o u t ­
rageou s a n d /o r  i l l o g i c a l .  Each tim e , Moses demands an 
e x p la n a t io n , and a f t e r  h is  t h ir d  demand, he i s  d ism isse d  
by H iz ir  a f t e r  H iz ir  has e x p la in e d  the d iv in e  rea son s  f o r  
d o in g  what he has done. T h is K oran ic a ccou n t appears in  
a co u p le  o f  ATON t a le s  p re v io u s  t o  t h is  on e . The K oran ic 
a ccou n t i s  im portant t o  know h e re , f o r  th e re  i s  an o b v io u s  
p a r a l l e l  between H i z i r 's  en ig m a tic  b e h a v ior  in  th e  K oran ic 
a ccou n t and h is  b e h a v ior  in  t h is  t a l e .  Here aga in  he i s  
te a ch in g  M oses, though here Moses does n ot i n t e r f e r e  w ith  
h is  a c t io n s .
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The f i r s t  man th ey  v i s i t e d  was a g r o c e r .  H iz ir  

s a id  t o  him, " I  want ten  k ilogram s o f  s u g a r ."  A fte r  

th e  g r o c e r  had w eighed o u t  th a t  amount, H i z i r  

s h a l l  p rob a b ly  need more than th a t . Add a n o th e r  trffi 

k ilogram s to  my o r d e r ."  A ft e r  the g r o c ^  ^n<^thj5s 

H iz ir  s a id , "N ever mind— I d o n 't  w ish^toi'^u^^a^^ q^v^this 

s u g a r ." A A  A  A A-v\r aO A v
b>° xv^ ^  Nr o -xy vN X©

ha

but a f t e r  thay had l e f t  thg^sb^f), ¿ f t i ^ r  £ScpJ$%.ned, "That

Moses was p u z z le d  by t h $ ? b & ^ r ^  h is  £$m panion.

grocer was an in s e n s it ix ^  aiTd ^tu& £d ;^ lW w ! He had no\Oy X> .<0* _j2T NN, . ¿eS- vP ofl
more than fiv e  or t q ^ ] ^ o c ^ m ^ o & ,£ u 4 a r  in  h is shop, but

XN 2/’
he was n ot a t  a ia fl ìw a ìe N ^  tìow^fnìi^culous i t  was th a t  he

^  A*** J?&  . gy. „ ¿ A xT  bv 0c-could weigh u j^ tv ^ h t^  ki^bg^aios^to s e l l
>  A  0A

its'&O >
A " A '  _<& S?

„3
J& & .cfr

X*$fc.hqfc w^&feg&.o^ secon d  shop. As they werex -e J2/
e n te r e d  ahead o f  them and asked theentering a^bq^arO*

* X^ .xy
shoi> ov^er <cfon^alij^s. The owner said , "Get out o f here!O ^  ^  ^

^fek^od^fo^^mq^ey! "

A  As>they l e f t  th a t  secon d  shop , H iz ir  commented to  

M oses, "That shopkeeper i s  o n ly  a s h e l l .  He has n oth in g  

w h atsoever in s id e  h im ."

They went n ex t t o  a c lo t h  shop. The e n t ir e  shop 

was f i l l e d  w ith  la r g e  r o l l s  o f  c l o t h .  H iz ir  p o in te d  t o

3
H iz ir  has m ira cu lo u s ly  added to  th e  sugar su p p ly .
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a r o l l  on a h igh  s h e l f  and s a id , " I  want f i v e  m eters

o f  th a t  c l o t h . "  The shopkeeper c lim bed  up a la d d e r ,
X s ^  *S» >  0<> .,-y<7s> O C?V Cto o k  down the r o l l  o f  c l o t h ,  and c u t  f i v e  m e t e ^ ^ g o n ^

As the two men were le a v in g  th e  shop , hSwe$fer
#  &  JP' ^

H iz ir  s a id , " I  have changed my mind.

c lo t h  as w e ll  as I do the c lo t h  n ex t ¿to i t  o& tfce sSjaelf."
V  zS v  ^  <V ©•

Again the man clim bed  up the la d d g l .  J & ou ^ te feq w ^  a<£roll
s?

o f  c l o t h ,  and cu t  f i v e  m e t e r s O n c e
-Ĉ  o <)>’ ¿V ry - cy s/S>

aga in  as they were ready t q ^ e ^ e ^ f t i^ ^ h g ^ ,  ¿ “i z i r  d e c id e d  

th a t  he wanted some difi5& re$t Jj^nd^ofe^lajSi. By th e  tim e 

they  a c t u a l ly  l e f t , ¿ ^ e  ^ h < ^ e ^ e ^ ^ a d ,sScu t p ie c e s  o f  c l o t h
vC  ̂ ^  ^  A?

from  fo u r  d i f  f e r g fn t ^ o l^ s . _̂s
^  &' ■<? O' XT'As the^e&ej1̂  ^e^vi^ig^Q:h^?shopkeeper said, "Would 

Hizir and^J&h^Bl^BS^^i^es ever tell a lie?"

£■ Vv C7

xC ^  XX Orj^ tte fW a^ s s a id  to  M oses, "T h is  was the w ise
■ #  oX f  /  VN^am ^ng^h^xh^^e shopkeepers we v i s i t e d .  The o th e r

^  &  vÔ  x^
du|£iag&s who have no b a s is  f o r  t h e ir  p r e t e n s io n s ."

-q& cP ^  <<v


