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Story 1006 (1974 Tape 51) Narrator: Bayram Sahin, 73

Location: Limonlu village,
kaza of Mersin,
Igel Province

Date: 1974 P & & S
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Hizir? Examines Three Merchaﬁ%a®
Sl X
¥ & LY
N 20
One day Hizir went to the Blgé%e S anggﬁﬁid,
n . . Oe \\9‘2/ Q < ,\O{b \d\\' 2
Come along with me while I exigﬁhg§tq§@e€@én\yog§@.u
< &
. Q R i
Moses agreed to this, and thg$t¥§90f§th§%Q§§EQéé&th to
o 3 \Q‘Z’ \\ &
visit the three men. Q$Vc§§.§$V¢§ \Fp‘gf
O.be \}\9\\ > é}’b 3
] SN Qg & o & —_

Hizir has pla éﬁ @hn tfo se$% e religions and
lore of the Middle s%&’fétt&}itg&g%ﬁ, water deity, last-
minute rescuer f:Qﬁ,qgsagéég§9ggﬁn§§& of wishes, Moslem
saint, and agenQ§%£g@ - He eshe is the saint walking
the earth and pésid {@%ek§ctéh hdman beings, in much the
way Christiaﬁésigﬁtgg%Q§?nQﬁbd®éval and Renaissance
legends. ¥ & K& v

X ¢$'.\ &

& N QY
zéﬁ%ngﬁg%§%0ﬁ§m@£%ioned by name in the Koran
(excepd® ip®a fatger-gay chapter title), he is usually
takq§>tg§%e§§h é&n@iVidual Allah refers to as "Our

Seranfx ifr pter XVIII. There he is chosen to instruct
&gge 'v@@mlhé t@%es along on his travels. Before they set
Bu eyet, H1zir warns Moses that he is not to inter-

QébeXe<§ithaﬁ§thing that he (Hizir) does along the way.
Hizir commits three acts which seem, on the surface, out-
rageous and/or illogical. Each time, Moses demands an
explanation, and after his third demand, he is dismissed
by Hizir after Hizir has explained the divine reasons for
doing what he has done. This Koranic account appears in

a couple of ATON tales previous to this one. The Koranic
account is important to know here, for there is an obvious
parallel between Hizir's enigmatic behavior in the Koranic
account and his behavior in this tale. Here again he is
teaching Moses, though here Moses does not interfere with
his actions.
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The first man they visited was a grocer. Hizir

said to him, "I want ten kilograms of sugar." After
¥ & <&
the grocer had weighed out that amount, Hler‘égld@ 2$§ & &
@n \/ 6’ &
shall probably need more than that. Add an§%23§> Q, <§9
< >
kilograms to my order." After the grocQ§’h§§ gbnggqué
*¢
Hizir said, "Never mind--I don't w1§y;tQ§%q§9a%§>qf»thls
sugar. %Qo Q;Q& Q@ $\ '&45 @ '
g gf' & sP & y§?.€;
Moses was puzzled by thﬁ$ béhavﬁoE@ﬁEQ&s Qbmpanlon,
é* c g»

but after thay had left t§§b5n§p,dﬁl§gr Q&pkﬁ1ned "That

&
grocer was an 1nsen51t;g% 8@d~@%u@éﬁ é%lkﬁ%' He had no

X Q

more than five or teg»ﬁ&éo m&>OQﬁsué§r in his shop, but
%’ @

he was not at alkf%wxgexﬁf ﬁbw*ﬁlﬁﬁculous it was that he

<> ) %3 f‘ o2

could weigh Q§Jt@§nt39k%vo%§%m§>to se11."3
& ¢
\ﬁ{heﬁ wé%t@to & seégnd shop. As they were
Q Q/ N
¥ & >
enterlgg %59 4bq§§an§entered ahead of them and asked the
- &

sh%p,o%ﬁerékonFalﬁg The owner said, "Get out of here!

é§5k6§b&9;;5 qgﬁ%y'"
¥ “§§-§chéy left that second shop, Hizir commented to
Moses, "That shopkeeper is only a shell. He has nothing
whatsoever inside him."
They went next to a cloth shop. The entire shop
was filled with large rolls of cloth. Hizir pointed to

3Hler has miraculously added to the sugar supply.
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a roll on a high shelf and said, "I want five meters
of that cloth." The shopkeeper climbed up a laddeg,

‘0 & {$V~S>~<N
took down the roll of cloth, and cut five meteEQ,ngmgs

As the two men were leaving the sho S
g D, {g@w%i%ro e%%Q s
Hizir said, "I have changed my mind. I §§hkt gﬁke

cloth as well as I do the cloth nexﬁoﬁg $& gnwkug gﬁélf."
Again the man climbed up the laddgr, ﬁ%ouéh&?ﬁo@ﬁi§§roll
of cloth, and cut five meter54§§ 8@tq§ia§>f§§h 5,& Once
again as they were ready tQ§1a§ge<§heC%Qg§/ 3&21r decided

Q
that he wanted some dlgﬁgreﬁt nd§%§éblg£% By the time
O

they actually left,$§he¢§ﬁ agp §§%a@ cut pieces of cloth

from four dlfferghtéﬁélg§.%§Q4§? &&
As theg@éégé %éﬁvxﬁ@ h%,shopkeeper said, "would
Hizair andQSh%gBlgssq§>MQ§es ever tell a lie?"
b§§18££i§85¢§igri said to Moses, "This was the wise
M§hg§n Yﬁheg&cgée shopkeepers we visited. The other
D w0

é%wq&ér@bdQéiagﬂs who have no basis for their pretensions."
W



