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(pilgrimage
The (PilgrinrsPays His Del 

In earlier times people used to make thk 
/ to(̂ ^ ^ c a \ / by (Cctmej. They would travel day and night 
without stopping. A camel driver would lead a <£aifavarr> of 
forty pilgrims'mounted on forty camels on the .re trips.

About halfway through one such pilgrimage the last 
camel became separated from the rest of the <baravan when 
its rider fell asleep. Because this happened in the dark 
of night, the caravan leader did not notice that the 
last camel was missing from the group

The camel that had become separated losi its way and 
wandered into a forest. It traveled a greatjdistance in 
that forest before it stopped. When the pilgrim on that 
camel awoke, he discovered that it was morning prayer time. 
At the same time, he noticed two ^ents^standjng nearby, 
one of them red and the other one white.

When the pilgrim rode up closer to thesd two tents, a

■'"This morning prayer (sabah namazl) , the) first of the 
five daily prayers, occurs at sunrise.
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white one
asked the pilgrim, "Friend, are you a human being or a

<g>my2

nights f_I shall make it possible for you to catch up with 
the Caravan a^gain. " ;

Hearing that, the pilgrim said, "Very well."

up with my ^aravan^ 
The shah said,

"Oh, pleas|e help me catch

2A regular verbal formula is used to ask this ques­
tion: inmisin cinmisin? The question may be directed to 
any unknown being who startles one or appears unexpectedly 
somewhere.
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The shah then said to his wife, "I shajll patrol the 
area. While I am gone, you will take care Jof our guest 
until evening." After giving that order, t|ie shah mounted 
his horse and left

After the woman had prepared food and jwas bringing 
it to him, the pilgrim took a good look at the woman for 
the first time and went out of his mind.^ 3e took from 
his pocket the 100 liras that he was carrying. He counted 
out eighty liras that he intended to keep ajid put them in 
another pocket. Taking the remaining twent^ liras, he 
dropped them into the hand of the woman wheji she served 
him his food. Without giving any response |jf any kind, 
the woman took the money.

In the evening when the shah rode back^ the woman 
went to meet her husband. He asked her, "How did you get 
along with our guest? Did you make him comfortable?"

The woman handed him the twenty liras înd said,
"Your guest offered me this

When the pilgrim observed the shah and his wife talk­
ing together, he grew frightened. He wondered, "Is that 
woman going to tell her husband about the m<[>ney I gave 

3A euphemism for saying that he had lo^t control of 
himself in his desire for the woman.
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her?"
In the meantime the shah said to his wife, "Never 

mind. Don't be afraid. I know your virtue." Then while 
his wife took his horse to the stable, the shah went to 
his guest, as if nothing had happened, and made him feel 
comfortable. He chatted with the pilgrim most of the 
night and thus made him feel quite at ease.

In the morning the pilgrim and the shah ate breakfast 
together. Then the shah mounted his horse and again went 
out to patrol the area, saying that he would return in 
the evening. Again the pilgrim remained throughout the 
day with the shah's wife. Thinking that the money he had 
given her was not enough to win her over, the pilgrim this 
time gave her thirty liras when she delivered his food to 
him. He still desired this woman. Again the woman took 
the money after setting down the food, and then she left 
without making any kind of response.

That evening the woman again met her returning hus­
band. She gave him the thirty liras and reported the situation 
to him. He said, "Don't be afraid. I know what I am doing. 
I have lived in this area for a long time. I have never 
harmed anyone here, and I am sure that no one will harm us 
He then joined the pilgrim again and talked with him even
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more cordially than he had done the previous| night.
On the morning of the following day the shah went 

to patrol the area again. As before, the pilgrim remained 
behind with the shah's wife. This time when the woman 
brought him his noon meal, the pilgrim gave her fifty liras 
But just as she had done both times previously, the woman
took the money without making the slightest 
comment.

response or

For the third time the woman met the shah as he re­
turned from his day of patrolling. She told him what 
happened and gave him the fifty liras. Without any sign 
of being upset or angry, the shah again joirjed his guest 
and again talked with him throughout the nicjht.

Thus the pilgrim remained there as guesjt for three 
days and three nights. On the morning of ttje fourth day, 
the pilgrim said to himself, "Well, my moneyj is all gone 
To the shah he said, "Please give me permissjion to leave.

The shah replied, "I shall allow you to| depart after 
we have eaten breakfast."

This worried the pilgrim greatly. He wfas unable to
4Anyone who has been accepted as a guest could not, in 

earlier times, simply depart whenever he decided to leave. 
He was obliged to secure permission from his host to leave. 
In rural Turkey this custom is still quite widespread, not 
only for overnight guests but even for dinner guests.
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eat much breakfast, for he feared that the sjhah intended 
to kill him

But after breakfast the shah said, "All| right, get 
ready now. You will ride on your camel, an^ I shall ride 
on my horse." They mounted their animals aî d rode steadily 
all that day. The shah, who knew every part) of that region, 
took a shortcut and by the end of the day they had overtaken 
the caravan. The shah pointed out the caravjan to the pil­
grim and said, "Those are your friends over |there. They have 
only now arrived here because they took the [longer route."

When the pilgrim saw the caravan, he sajid, "Let me join 
my friends now."

The shah said, "Let us be certain first] that they really 
are your friends. Can you recognize them? Count them to see 
how many they number. Are they really your [friends, or is 
this perhaps some other caravan?"

After a few moments the pilgrim said, "|l have counted 
them, and there are thirty-nine of them."

The shah then said, "Shall I accompany [you until you 
join your friends, or do you wish to go by yjourself?"

"I shall go by myself," said the pilgrijm. He then 
reached for the shah's hand in order to say [goodbye.

But the shah did not give him his hand. He said to the
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pilgrim, "I want to ask you a question. Whejn my wife 
showed proper respect for you on the first d(ay, did you 
give her twenty liras? Did you then give hejr thirty liras 
on the second day and fifty on the third day|?" Holding up 
the total 100 liras, he asked, "Is this not |your money?
Did you do this?" When the pilgrim said notjhing, the 
shah continued, "How many children do you h^ve? I am for­
giving you for the sake of your children. î ere is your 
hundred liras to which I have added another [hundred liras 
for your children. Instead of going on a pilgrimage, you 
might rather return to your own country and [spend this on 
your children. Had it not been for the thought of your 
children, I'd have cut off your head! Go ncjw and rejoin 
your friends. I shall not accompany you."

When the pilgrim saw his friends, he was happy. He 
was also relieved that he had survived and that the shah 
had forgiven him and had not cut off his head. So the 
pilgrim rejoined his friends and the shah returned to his 
own territory.

It was not quite a month after that time that the 
shah became involved in a war with his enemies. The war 
went badly for him, and his forces were defeated. The shah 
himself barely escaped with his life, and he was forced to
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from that country. His enemies took t|he shah's wife 
captive and made a (slave) of her.

After a short while the woman managed to| escape, and 
she fled into the pilgrim's country as a refugee. There 
the government took care of her for two or three months, 
but after that time it announced that if no| one claimed 
the woman as his wife within a certain number of days, she 
would be put up for sale on the slave market.

By that time the (taravait had returned from Mecca.
The pilgrim just happened to walk into the Marketplace on 

day when the woman was scheduled to be ¿old. He took 
just one look at this woman and recognized her. He remem­
bered that this was the woman who was the shah's wife and 
the woman who had served him. Going to thejofficial in 
charge of the market, the pilgrim said, "What is the price 
for this woman? Let me pay the price and take this woman 

is my relative."
The pilgrim paid the price that was asked and took 

the woman from the market. As they walked toward his home, 
the two talked. The pilgrim said, "I am the pilgrim who 
stayed as a guest with you and your husband." When she 
recognized the pilgrim, she kissed his hand. He then 
asked her, "Where is your husband, the shah?"
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"I don't know," the woman said. "Shortly after you 
left, my husband began fighting with his enemies. He was 
defeated by them, and I do not know what ha4 become of 
him. "

When the pilgrim arrived home with thi^ woman, his 
wife asked him, "Who is this woman and why cjlid you bring 
her home? What are we going to do with her4"

He said, "She was a traveling companioiji, and she 
helped take care of me along the road. She |is my sister." 
The pilgrim owned two houses, and they settled the wife 
of the shah in their second house.

About a week later the pilgrim was walking about the 
city, and he again went to the market area. He saw there 
a man who looked somewhat like the shah, but he doubted 
that it was actually the same man that had }j>een his host. 
The man was in very miserable condition. G<J)ing up to him, 
the pilgrim extended his hand and asked, "where have you 
come from, and where are you going?5 I hav^ now recognized 
you for certain, but do you remember me? I am the pilgrim 
who was your guest a short while ago."

5 iThis is not a genuine question but an1 element of
phatic communication. It is a set question in the palaver
of greeting a stranger. In such palaver the question is
usually answered, but here no answer is expected and none
is given.
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After the two men had embraced, the shah said, "Now 
I recognize you, but I must tell you that I am in desperate 
circumstances."

The pilgrim said, "Don't worry too much about such 
things. They come from God."

"I have lost my family," said the shah. "What became 
of them? Were they slaughtered?"

The pilgrim said, "I have a sister who is better than 
any other family for you."

"Don't tease me," said the shah. "I am burning with 
anguish.

"Come and see," said the pilgrim. Pulling the shah 
by the arm, he took him to the house where the shah's wife 
now lived. When they arrived at that house, he said, "My 
sister is here, and she is better than your wife. If you 
do not agree with that, then don't accept her."

As soon as the shah saw the woman, he immediately rec­
ognized her as his wife. The two of them embraced one 
another and were reunited in this way. Before that time 
the pilgrim had given the shah's wife the title deed to 
that house, and so the shah and his family now had a com­
fortable place in which to live.


