78 OF SEAS AND LAKES,

ADD ITI0NS and Correétions to the Article,
Of Seas and Lales, vol. i. p. 290+

i

OF the Linits of the South Sca.

HE South Sea is much broader than the

Adlantic, and appears to be bounded by
two chains of mountains, which correfpond as
far as the Equator. The firft chain is compofed
of the mountains of California, of New Me:
co, of the Ifthmus of Panama, of the Cordeliers,
of Peru, of Chili, &c. The other chain ftretches
through Kamt(chatka, Yeflo, and Japan, and
extends as far as the Larron iflands, and even the
New Philippines. The direQion of thefe chains
of mountains, which appear to be the ancient
limits of the Pacific Ocean, is precifely from
north to fouth ; fo that the Old Continent was
bounded on the eaft by one of thefe chains
of mountains, and the New Continent by the
other. Their feparation happened at the period

when the waters, proceeding from the fouth |

pole, began to run between thefe two chains
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of mountains, which feem to unite, or at leaft
to make a very near approachi to each other to-
‘wards the northern regions.  This is not the on~
ly indication of the ancient union of the two
continents on the north. This continuity of
the two continents between Kamtfchatka and the
moft weftern lands of America, feems now to
be proved by the new difcoveries of navigators,
+who have found, under the fame parallel of lati~
tude, a great number of iflands lying {o near each
other, as to leave only fmall intervals of fea be-
tween the eaft of Afia and the weft of America
under the Polar Circle.

I

Of double Currents in fome Parts of the Ocean,
vol.i. p. 313.

1 Had too generally and too pofitively affert=
ed, that, in no part of the fea, a fuperior and in-
ferior current are to be found.

I have fince reccived information, which feems
to prove, that this cfiect actually exifts, and can
even be demonftrated, in certain parts of the
fea, On this fubje@, M. Deflandes, an able na-
vigator, obligingly communicated to me the
following accurate remarks, in two letters, the
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