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fecurity, and they fay, icis fo tranfadted,
whichisa good figne of a poflibility in the
reftitution of the Palatinate. Forany thing I
difcern, their fears are much greater from
Hungary, then from Bobemia; and the loffe of
Canon, in agreat proportion, and other
things, at the death of Bucquoy,was much
greater, then they {uffered to be publifhed.
We here Spinola is pafled over at Rbencbery; if
icbe {o, they are no fonger diftracted, whe-
ther he would bend upon Fuliers, or the
Palatinate. 1 know not what you hear
from your noble foninlaw, who fees thofe
chings clearly in himfelf, and in a near
diftance; bur 1 hear here, that the King
hath much loft the affection of the Englifh
in thofe parts. Whether it proceed from
any fowrenefle in him, or that they beo-
therwife taken off, from applying them-
felvesto him, Tknow not. My Lord of S.
Albons hath found o much favour as that
a penfion of 2000 . will be given him;
he defires that he might have it for years,
that fo he might transferre it upon his cre-
X3 ditors,,
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dicors ; or thatin place of it he might have
8000 for he hath found a difpofitionin
his creditors (to whom Lhear he hath paid
3000l finceby retyting ) toaccept 8oco .
forall his debts, which are three times as
much. I have been fome times with my L.
of Canterbary, fince by accident, to give you
his own words. I fee him retain his for-
mer cheerfulnefle here and at Groydon, buc I
do not hear from Court, thathehathan

ground for fuch aconfidence, but that his
cale may need favour, and not have it. Thac
place,and Bedington, and Chelfey, and High-
gate, where that very good man my Lord
Fobardis,and Hackney, with the M. of'the
Rolls, and my familiar Peckham, are my
circumferrence. No place fo eccentrique to
me, as that I lye juft ac London; and with
thofe fragmentary recreations I muft make
fhift to recompenfe the mifsing of that
contentment which your favour opens to
me, and my defire provokes me to, the
kilsing of your hands at Polefworth. My
daughter Conffance is atthis time with me;

for
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for the emptinefle of the town, hath made
me, who otherwilelive upon the almes of
others, a houskeeper, for a moneth ; and
fo fhe i1s my fervancbelow ftairs,and my
companion above: fhe was art the table
with me, when your Letter was broughe,
andIpay hera piece of her petition in do-
ingher this office, to prefent her fervice to
my Lady Netherfoles, and her very good
fifter. But that fhe is gone to bed two hours
before I writ this, fhe fheuld have figned,
with firch a hand as your daughter May
didtome, thac which 1 teftifie for her, thac
fheis as affectionate a fervantto themalf,
as their goodnefle hath created any where.
Sir,Ifhall recompenfe my tedioufnefle, in
clofing mine eyes with a prayer for yours,
as for mine own happinefle, for Tamal-
moft in bed; ifit were my laft bed,and ¥
upon my laft bufineffe there, I{hould not
omit to joyn you with :

Your very hamble and very thank{nll
Aug. 30, 1611. fervant in Chriff Jefus
J. Donne.
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To his honourable friend S* H, G.

SIR,

T O youthatare not eafily (candalized,

and in whom, I hope, neither my,
Religion nor Morality can fuffer, I dare
write my opinion of that Book in whofe
bowels you leftme. Ichath refrefhed, and
given new juftice to my ordinary com-
plaint, That the Divines of thefe times, are
become meer Advocates, asthough Religi-
on were a_temporall inheritance; they
plead for it with all fophiftications, andil-
Infions, and forgeries: And herein are
they likeft Advocates, that though they be
feed by the way, with Digpities, and other
recompenfes, yetthat for which they plead
1s noneof theirs. They write for Religion,
withoutit. In the main pointin queftion,
Ithink truly there is a perplexity (as farre as
If{eeyet) and both [ides may be 1njuftice,
and 1nnocence; and the wounds which
they infli¢t upon the adverfe part, are all (e
defendendo: for, clearly, our Statecannot be

fafe
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fafe withoutthe Oath ; fince they profeffe,

that Clergie-men, though Traitors, are no
Subjects, and that all the reft may benone
tomorrow. And,asclearly,the Suprema-
¢y which the Ro. Church pretend, were
diminifhed, if 1t were limited; and will
as ill abide that, or difpuration, as the Pre-
rogative of temporall Kings, who being
the onely judges of their prerogative, why
may not Roman Bifhops, (fo enlightned
as they are prefumed by them)be good wit-
nefles of their own fupremacie, which is
now fo much impugned 2 But for this par-
ticular Author I looked for more prudence,
and humane wifdome in him, inavoiding
all mifcitings, or mifinterpretings,becaufe
at this time, the watch is fet, and every bo-
dies hammer isupon that anvill; andto
dare offend 1n that kinde now, 1s,for a theef
to leave the covert, andmeeta ftrong hue
and cry in the teeth : and yet truly this man
1s extremely obnoxious in thatkinde; for,
though he have an{wered many things ful-
ly, (asno book ever gave more advant}::gc
then
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then that which he undertook) and abound
in delicate applications, and ornaments,
from the divine and prophane authors,
yet being chiefly convqrfant about two
points, he prevaricates in both. For, for
the matter, which is the firft, he referres ic
intirely, and namely, to that which D.Mor-
ton hath {2id therein before, and fo leaves
itroundly : And for the perfon (which is
the fecond) upon whom heamaffes as ma.
ny opprobries, asany other could deferve,
he pronounceth, that he will account any
aniwer from his adverfary, flaunder,except
hedo (as he hath done) draw whatfoever
he faith of him, from Authors of the fame
Religion,and in print: And fo, he having
made ufe of allthe Quodlibetaries,imputa-
tionsagainft theother, cannot be obnoxi-
ous himfelf in thatkinde, and fo hath pro-
vided fafely. It wereno fervicetoyou, to
fend you my notes upon the Book becaufe
they are fandy, and incoherent ragges, for
my memory, not for your judgement ; and
to extend them to an eafinefle, and perfpi-
cuity,
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cuity, would make thema Pamphlet, not
aLetter. Iwill thereforedeferrethem till I
feeyou; and inthe meantime, I will ad-
venture to fay to you, without inferting
one unneceflary word, that the Book is full
of falfifications in words, and in fenfe, and
of falfhoods in matter of fact,and of incon-
fequent and unfcholarlike arguings, and
of relinquifhing the King, in many points
~ of defence,and of contradiction of himfelf,
and of dangerous and fufpected Doétrine
in Divinitie,and of filly ridiculous triflings,
‘and of extreme flatteries, and of neglecting
better and more obvious anfwers, and of
letting flip fome enormous advantages
which the other gave, and he fpies not. I
know (as Ibegun) 1 {peak to you who can-
notbefcandalized, and that neicher mea-
fure Religion (asitis now called) by Uni-
tie, nor fufpect Unity, for thefe interrupti-
ons. Sir, notonely a Mathematique point,
whichis the moft indivifible and unique
thing which art can prefent, flowes into
every line which is derived from the Cen-
Y2 ter,
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ter, but our foul which is but one, hath
fwallowed up a Negative, and feeling foul;
which was inthe bodybefore it came, and
exercifes thofe faculties yer; and God him.-
felfe, who only is one, feems to have been
eternally delighted, with a difunion of per-
fons. They whofe aétive funétion it is,
muft endevour this unity in Religion : and
and we at our lay Altars (which are our
tables, or bedfide, or ftools, wherefoever
we dare proftrate our felves to God in pray-
er) muftbeg it of him : but we muft take
heed of making mifconclafions upon the
want of it: for, whether the Maior and
Aldermen fall out, (as with usand the Pu-
ritans; Bifhops againft Pricfts ) or the
Commoners voyces differ who 1s Maior,
and who. Aldermen, or what their Jurif-
diction, (as with the Bifhop of Rome,or
whofoever) yet 1t 1s ftill one Corporation.

Micham, Tharf- Your very affetionate fervant and
day Zaze. bover J. Donne.

Never leave the remembrance of my poor fer-
vice wmentioned When 304 fee the good Lady.
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ToSs T.Hs

SIR,

THis evening, which 1s 5° OfFober, 1
finde your Letter of Michaelmas day,

and though Ifee byit, thatitisa return of
a Letter, not ofthe laft weeks, and there-
upon makeaccount, that my laft weeks
Letter hath fatisfied you in fome things
whichthis Letter commands, concerning
Pauls, yet for other things I would give you
a drowfie relation, foritis that time of
night,thogh I called itevening. At the Kings
going from hence, upon Munday laft, we
made accountto have feen Sir fobn Sutclin
Secretary, and Sir Rob. Wefton Chancellor
of the Exchequer, but they are not done,
but both are fixed : my L. (ranfield received
his ftaffe | with thefe two fuits obtained
from the King That all Aflignations might
be transferred into the Exchequer, and fo
no paiments charged upon the Cuftomes,
nor Receivers nor the Court of Wards, &c.
And thacfor atime there might be a damp
Y 3 caft
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caftupon Penfions, till they might be con-
fidered. Inthe Low Countries the Armies
ftirre not. In the Palatinate Sir H. Zere at-
tempting the regaining of Stente Caftle, was
furprifed with the Enemy in {o much
ftrength, thatthey write icover fora Ma-
fter-piece,that he was able tomake a retreat
to Manheme : {o that now the Enemy is got
on that fide the River which Heydelberg is
on, and I know nothingthatcan ftandin
his way. My L. Dighy comes from Vienna,
before he goes into Spain, by Count Man/s
field, by the Palatinate, by Parss ; and there-
fore upon his comming, Ifhallbe ableto
fay fomething to you. In Sir Jobn Sutclin1
prefume you fee an end of Sir Ro. Nannton,
and we fec an end of M" Tho. Murraytoo ; 1
beleeve he comes no more to the Prince.
For the triall of my L. of Canterburies irre-
gularity, there is a Commiffion to fixe Bi-
{hops, London,Winchefter R ochefter, and three
onely eleét, Linceln, S. Davids, and Exeter:
two Judges, L. Hobard, and Dodridge; two
Civilians, Sir H.Martin and D.Steward. The
con-
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confecration of thefe ele& Bifhops, and
confequently, my being Dean, muft actend
the iffue of this Commiffion. Sir The, Roe
is gone. The Proclamations of putting off
the Parliament, till February, arelike to out-
run this Letter. Itis very late; and it s
onea&, to fay Grace after Supper, and to
commend my felf into the hands of my
bleffed Saviour,in my bed, and fo clofe this
Letter,and mineeies, withthe fame ble(~
fing upon all your family. Amen.

 Your poor [ervant in Chr. fel.
J- Donne.

To Sir H. G.
SIR,

Receive this 14 your Letter of the 10,
yet I am not come toan underftanding
how thefe Carriers keep daies : for I would
fainthink chat the Letters which I fenc up-
on Thurfday laft might have given you fuch
an account of the ftate of my family, that
you needed net have asked by this. But
: Sir,
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Sir, it hath pleafed God to adde thus much
tomy affliction; that my wife hath now
confeffed her felf tobe extremely fick; fhe
hath held out thus long to affift me, but is
now overturn’d,& here we be in two beds,
orgraves; fo that God hath marked out a
great many of us, but taken none yet. I have
pafled ten daies without taking any thing;
{othat Ithink no man can live more thrifti-
ly. I have purged and vexed my body much
fince 1 writ to you, and this day I have
mifled my fic: and this is the firft time,
that Icould difcern any intermifsion, This
is enough, the reft I will fpend upon the
parts of your Letter : Your Letter ac Panls
1s delivered. IntheHiftory of that remove,
this onely perchance may be news to you,
that M® Alabafler ‘hath gotof the Kingthe
Deans beft Living worth above 300/,
which the Dean had good hope to have
held a while. Of that which you writ
concerning a Book of the Nullity, [ have
heard no fyllable any other way. If you
have received it by good hands, 1beleeve 1t

with
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with you : otherwife the reportis naturally
very incredible.” Though' the anfwering
of it be 2 work for fome, both of better abi-
lities really, and in common reputation
alfo,yer I was like enough to have had
fome knowledge thereof. You mention
again fome thing which it feems you are
not willing I fhould underftand of my La-
-dy Huntington:fome of your former Letters,
have {poken of fome other former Letters,
(which I never faw) which fpeak of the
matter as of a hiftory and thing done; and
thefe later Letters fpeak of it Prophetically,
as of a future contingent. Iam glad the of-
ten remembrance of 1t, gives me often oc-
cafion of thankfulnefle to her, for retaining
me in her memory, and of profefling my
felf in my end, and ways, hermoft humble
fervant, For your Parliament bufinefle, I
{hould be vety forry, if you camenotup,
becaufe I prefume you had fepofed many
bufineffes, to havebeen doneacthat time;
but in the ways wherein you havegone,1
proteft Tam diffident. For firft, for thac L.
f .o whom
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whom you felicited by Letters ‘through
me, I tell you with the whifpering of a
fecret, but the confidence of a friend, that
you will be deceived whenfoever you think
that he fhould take any delight in doing
youacourteflie. And[am afraid, thetrue
heartinefle of the other noble Gentleman
M. Howard, will be of {mall ufe 1n this per-
ticular, if he have but folicited my L. his fa-
ther to referve a blanke for his friend, for
my L. hath fuffered more denialls, even in
places where he fent names, then could
have been feared. Befides M. Aow. hach
not written to his father therein, butto M.
Woodward, who perceiving thofe Lettersto
be written, before his purpofe of being
Knight for the fhire, thinkes thefe Letters
extinguifhed.You made me offer fo long
fince of a place (it was when you writinto
the weft ) yet I could think it no meric to
have offered you onefince otherwife it hath
been fince in my power, for fincethe M.
of the Rolls provided me one, Sir Ed, Her-
bert, who makes hafte away, made mea

prefent
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[;rcfent of hisy and I have hadathird of.

fer. The bufinefle, of your laft weeks Let-
ter concerning the widow, is not a fubje&
for a feverous mans confideration. There-
fore I only fend you back thofe Letters
which you fent; and aske you leave to
make this which Iam fain to call mygood
day, fo much truly good, asto fpend the
reft of it with D. Layfield, who s, upon
my fummons,atthis hour come to me.M
Phyficians have made me afraid, that this
difeafe will work intomy head, and fo put
me into lightnefles, therefore I am defi-
rous that I be underftood before any
fuch danger overtake me.

14. March. Your true poor. [ervans
J. Donne.

To the Honourable Knight Sir H. G,

SYR,
Feer 1 have told you, that the Lady
"\ Hiy dyed laft Tuefday, and that to her
¢end fhe was anguifhed with the memory
Z2 of
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of the execution of that fellow which ac-
tempted her in the coach.I have told youall
which hath fallen out here.Except between
youand methat may be worth the telling,
that my L. Chancellor gave me {onoble
and {o ready a dilpatch; accompanied
with (o fatherly advife, and remorfe for my
fortunes that 1am now, like an Alchymift,
delighted with difcoveries by the way,
though I attain not mine end. It{pent me
fo little time after your going that,although
you fpeak in your Letrer of good difpatchin
your going,yet [ might have overtaken you.
Andthough perchace 1f Thad gone, it might
have been inconvenient for me to have puc
my felf into myL.Chamberlains prefence,if
that ficknefle be earneft at 4fhby, andfo
fhould nothing have advanced my bufi-
nefle, yet I{hould have cometo thatnoble
Lady with better confidence, and more
aflurance of a pardon, when I had broughe
a confcience, that I came delpoiled of all
other refpects, only to kifle her hands, in
whofe protection I am, fince | have,nor de-
fire other ftation, then a place in her good

opinion,
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opinion. I took fogood contentment in
the fathion which my L. Chancellor ufed
towards me,that out of a voluptuous loath-
nefle to let that tafte go ouc of my mouth,
I forbear to make any fuither tryall in thac
bufinefle till the King come into thefe quar-
ters. Sothat, SirJam here 1n placeto ferve
you, if either I be capable of your com-
mandements, or thistown give any thing
worth the writing. As often as you fee
your noble friend; and her good fifter, al-
low my name aroom in your dilcourfe, it
is a fhort one,and you will foon have done.
But tell them not my defireto do them fer-
vice, for then you engage your felf in alon-
ger difcourfe, then I am worthy. Only in
purfuic of yoar commandment I featthe
Paquetto the Poft, for in mine ownun-
derftanding, there fhould appear {mall
hope of arriving by that way, except you
know otherwife that the LL. mean to
make fome ftay in their return, in thofe
parts : but the Letcer 1s broughe back a-
gain for the Poft went away yelterday, and

Z3 they
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they knew of no occafion of fending till
next week. Thereforeexcepe I can inform
my {elf of fome good means, I will retain
it,till I havea frelh commandment from
you. I fee M. Taverner fall in thistown, the
Lady(Catey went from hence butyelterday.I
am in fome perplexity what to doe with
this pacquet,till fome good fortune,or your
Letters clear me.

Aug. 19. Yonr humble [ervant
J. Donne.

T Sir H. Goodere a¢ Polefworth.

SIR, .
Tistrue that M. Gheraid told you, I had
that commandment from the King fig-

nified to me by my L. and am ftill under i,
and we are within fourteen days of our
time for going. I leavea fcattered flock of
wretched children,and [ carry aninfirme
and valetudinary body,and I goe intothe
mouth of fuch adverfaries, as I cannot
blame for hating me, the Jefuits,and yet I

go.
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go Though this be no fervice to my Lord :
yet 1 fhall never come nearer doing hima
fervice nor do any thing liker a fervice then
this. Yefterday we had news by Sir Nowel/
Carou, from Paris, that the D, of Savoy was
elected King of Bohemia; which would cuc
offa great part of the occafion of our going:
butitis not much credible in ic felf, nor at
all beleeved here, becaufe it is not fignified
from Savoy, nor Heidelberg.Since M, Gher.
continues your Gazittier,I need tell you no-
thing of the Q. of Frances eftate. For your
commandment in memory of M. Martin,
Ithould not have fate{fo many procefles, if
I could incline my thonghts that way. Itis
not lazine(fe, it is not gravity, nor coldnefle
towards his memory, or your fervice; for 1
havethought of it oftner, and longer, then
Iwas wont to do in fuch things,and ne-
thing is done. Your laft pacquet,in which
your daughter and Iwere joynt-commiffi-
oners, was broughttome, becaufe the was
atHampton,with the Queens body:but I fent

her partto her, and my La. Uvedalls to her,
who

175
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who prefents her lervice to you by me
now, and fays fhe will write next week,
and fo will Itoo, by Gods grace. Youfor-
get me abfolutely and 1ntirely, whenfoever
you forget me to that noble Countefle. God
bleffe you in all, Amen.

9 Martii. Your true [ervant in fef. Chr.
J- Donne..

Tothebeft Knight Sir H. G.

[¥72
T your conveniency, 1 pray fend my

- M\ Lady Bedford this 1nclofed , but be

pleafed to put your felfto fomeinconveni- \

ence, (if it be {o) to kiffe my Lady Ruthins

hands in my name, and to prefent my very '

humble fervice to her , and tell her, that

no ill confcience of having deferved her,

but only an obedience to her command-

ments keeps me from faying to her felf thus

much ; thac this day I received a letter from

my L. of Kent, written yefterday at Wreft :

inthat his Lordfhips fends me word, that

that
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that favour which he hath formerly done
me, in giving me Bloubam is now likely to
fall upon me, becaufe the Incumbent is
dangeronfly ill: and becaufe this is the fea-
fon in which he removes from Wref? thi-
ther, he defires (for Igive you his own
word ) that he may beaccommodate there,
(ific fall now ) as heretofore. Out of my
ablolute and intire readinefs to ferve thac
family, I (encback his meffenger with this
anfwer, that I efteemed it a great part of my
good fortune, that Ifhould become wor-
thy tobe commanded by him. If my Lady
will bepleafed to direct me in what parti-
cular manner I may beft ferve her purpos
fes, I fhall gladly waite upon her ac any
time, to receive her command with as much
devotionand thankfulne(le as I received the
beaefic. Ibefeech youmake her beleeveit,
asiin any place you beleeve

26 Febr, 1621, Yowr poor fervant in Chr. Jef*
; J. Donne.

A.a g ('1"0




Letters to ﬁvemll

Tomy beft of friends SirH, G.

SIR,

Heard not from you this week; there-
Iforc I write more willingly, becaufe it
hach in it fo much more meric. AndI
might do it very cheaply, fince to convey
to you this Letter, which mine hath the ho-
nour to bring, any little Letter would ferve,
and be acceptable for that: Becaule itcame
not laft week,I went now to folicite ic,and
fhe fenc it me next day with fome thankes,
and f{ome excufe that fhe knew not me,
when 1 was with her.You know, I donet
eafily puc my felf into thofe hazards,nor
do much brag of my valor now, otherwife
then} purpoled it foraferviceto you. The
neweftthing that I know intheworld, is
mynew fon: whole mothers being well
takes offfrom meanynew waightupon my
fortune. 1 hear in Newgate, that M. Ma-
thew is dead. The Catholiques beleeve it
there: perchance outofa cuftome of cre-
dulity. Butthereport,is clofe prifoner ; for

I
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Inever metit abroad. This is my third let-
ter, all which T'fent by Spelty whom my
boy foutid at dbington houfe. 1 have now
two of the beft happinefles which could
befall me, upon me; which are, to be 2
widower and’my wife alive, which may
make you know,that it is but for your eafe,
 that this letteris no longer, in this leafure in
which ( having nothing. elfe to write) 1
might varya thouland waysthacI am

Lour very affectionate fervant

Monday at night.
J. Donne.

Tomy worthy friend G, K.

SIR,
Receive this heare that I begin . this re-
Iturn, your Letter by a fervantof Sic .G,
Grefeley, by whom alfo I haften this dif-
atch. This needs no enlargement firice ic
hath the honour to convey one from M,
Gherard. But though bytelling mé, it was
aboldletter, L had leaveto openit, and that
Thave a little itch to make &me animad-

Aa2 verfions
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verfions & Criticifimes upon it(as that there
1s aciphar too much in the fumofthe Kings
debts, and [uch like) yet fince my eyes do
eafily fall back to their diftemper, and that
1am this night to {up at Six 41, Ingrams, 1
had rather forfeit their licde ftrengeh at his
fupper, then with writing {uch 1mperti-
nencies: the beft fpending them, isupon
the reft of your Letter, to. which, Sir, I can
only fay in génerall, that fome appearances
have been here, of fome treatile concer-
ning this Nnllity ,which are {aid to proceed
from Geneva, but are beleeved to have
been done within doors, by encourage-
ments of fome whole “flames | will not
commit to this letcer. My poor ftudy ha-
ving lyen that way, 1t may, prove pofsible,
that my weak afsiftance may be of ufe 1n
this matter,ina more {erious fafhion, then
an Epithalamion. This made me therefore
abftinent in that kinde; yet by my troth, I
think I fhall not fcape. 1 deprehend mn
my felf more then an alacrity ; a vehe-
mency to de fervice to that company ;, and

o
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fo,I may finde reafon to make rime. If it be
done, I fee not how Tcan admit that circuic
of fending them to you,to befent hither;
that feems a'kinde of praying to Saints; to
whom God muft tell firt, that fuch 2 man

tays to, them to pray to him. Sa that I
{hall lofe the honour of that conveyance;
but, for recompenfe; you fhall {cape the
danger of approving it. My nest Letter {hall
fay more of thise:"This thall end with deli-
vering you the 'rémembrance of my Lady
Bartlet, who is prefent at the fealing hereot.
ST Yowr very tineapnd affeblionate [eivins
Jan, 19 ’

b e ¥
Sudb i 3

¥ Donne!

s has Which. namecwhen there i anyempty
2= Ligopner i your difcomu(ewith thas noble La-
- 2rdyut Afhby, I bumbly befeech you topre-
7 yfent to beras one more devoted to her fervice
Lthenperchance youwill fay. 17

Aa To
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T Sir Gy B,

SIR,
Ecween the time of maKing up my o-
Bthcr Letters, and the hour that your
man limited me to call for them, cameto
my houle an rother pacquet directed-to
him: for by this time the carrier is as wife,
as hishorfe, to go to the houfe that he hath
ufed to go. I found liberty in the fuper-
fcriptionto open andfo I'did ; but for thae
part which concerns him, I muft attend his
comming hither, for I know not where to
feck him; and befides,  have enough to fay
for that part which concerns my felf. Sir,
eveninthe Letter it felf to me, Ideprehend
much inclination, to chide meé: anditis
but out of your habit of geod language that
you fpare me. So little occafion as that
poftlcript of mine; could not bring you fo
near to it, if nothing elfe were miftaken,
which(foGod help me) was fo little, that I
remember not what it was, andI would
-no more hear again what I write 1n an
officious
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officious Letter, then' what[ faid ata drun-
ken fupper. I had no purpofe to exercife
your diligence in prefenting my name to
that Lady, but cither 1did, or fhould have
faid, thac I writ enely to fill up any empty
corner in your difcourfe. So,Sir, the rea-
ding of the Letter, was a kinde of travell to
me, but when I came tothepaper inclofed,
I was brought to bed of a monfter. Toex-
prefle my felf vehemently quickly, I maft
fay, that I can fcarce think,thac you have
read M. Gherards letter rightly, thereforel
fend you back your own again. Iwill not
proteft againft my beingfuicha knave,for no
man fhall have that from me; if he expe&
it : but I will proteftagain{t my being fuch
a fool, asto depofe any thing in himwith
hope of locking it up, and againft thaclow-
nefle, of feeking repuration by fo poor a
way. Tam notfoforry, thatFama harrow
man, as that for all the narrowneffe, you
have not feen through me yetr, nor known
me perfe@ly; for Imight think by this, ( 1f
Thad not other teftimony) that Thave l;eelnf

ittle
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litele 1 your contemplation. Sixceen letcers
from M, Gherard, could nor (Ithink ) per-
fwade a Middlefex Jury of fo much difho-
ncﬂy in

Your true [ervant

J- Donne,

To the Honourable Knight Sir G. P.
S TR,

Would have intermitted this week with-

out writing, if 1 had not found the name
of my Lady Huntington in your Letter. The
devotion which I owe,and (in good faith)
pay in my beft prayers for her good, inall
kinde awakens me to prefent my humble
thanks for this, that her Ladifhip retains
my name in her memory: fhe neverlaid
obligation upon any man, readier to ex-
prefle his acknowledgement of them, to
any fervant of her fervants ; I ambound
to fay much of'this, for your indemnity ;
becaufethough Ihad a little preparation to
her knowledgein the houfe where I ferved
at
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at firft, yet, [think, fhe took her characters

of me, fromyou: And, at what time foe-

)

ver {he thought beft of mein herlife, [ am -

better then thar, for my goodnefleis my
thankfulneffe,and I am every day fuller of
that then before, to her Lab. I fay nothing
to you of forein names in this Letter, be-
caufeyour fon Sir Francis is here. ‘For that
which you write concerning your fon, I
onely gave' my man Martin in charge, to
ule his intereft 1n the Keeper, that your fon
{hould fallunder no wants there, which
1t feems your fon difcharged, for L hear not
of them, For other trifles, I bad my man let
him have whatfoever he asked, fo, as it
might feem to come from him, and not
me; and laying thatlook uponit, itcame
to almoft nothing. Tell both your daugh-
ters a peece of a ftorie of my (on. which
may accuftome themto endure difappoint-
mentsin this world : An honourable per-
fon (whofename I give you ina [chedule
to burn, left this Letter fhould be mif-laid)
had an intention to give her one of his fons,
Bb - and
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and had told it me, and would have been
content to accept whatl, by my friends,
could have begged for her ; but heintended
that fon to my Profeffion, and had provi-
ded him already 300'a year, of his own
gift in Church livings, and hath eftated
300' more of inheritance for their children:
and now the youth, (who yetknows no-
thing of his fathers 1ntention nor mine
flies from his refolutions for thacCalling,
and importunes his Facher to lechim tra-
vell. The girle knows not her loffe, for I
never told herof it:  buttruly, itisa great
difappointment to me. More then thefe,
Sir, we muft all fuffer, in ourwayto hea-
ven, where,l hope you and all yours fhall
meet

Your peor friend, and affectionate fervant
J- Donne.

18 O&ob.
1622.
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To mymuch honowred friend S: T, Lucy.

SIR,

I Have fcarce hadacany timeany thing fo
like news to write to you, as that I am
atthis Town ; we came from Spi with fo
much refolution of pafsing by Holland, But
at Maftricht we found that the lownefle and
flacknefle of the River, would incommo-
date us fo much, as we charged our whole
gefts and came hither by Land. Inthe way
 at Lovaine we met the E. of Aiondel, to re-
compenfe the lofle wee had of mif-
fingmy L. Chandis and his company, who
came to Spd within a few hours after we
came away. Sir Ed. Conaway, by occafion of
his bodies indifpofition, was gone home
before: hetold mehehad fomehope of
you about Bartholomewtide: But becanfe 1
half underftood by a Letter from you, that
you were determined upon the Countrie
till Michaelmas, 1am not e earneft in ende-
vouring to prolong our ftay in thefe parts,
as otherwife I fhould. IfIcouldjoine with
Bb:2 him
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him 1in that hope of feeing you on this fide
the water ; and if you fhould hold that pur-
pofe of comming at that time, 1f{hould re-
pent extremely my laying of our journies ;
for (if we fhould by miracle hold any refo-
lution) we fhould bein England about that
time, fothat I might mifleyou both here,
and there. Sir, our greateft bufinefle is
more in our power thenthe leaft, and we
may be {urer to meet in heaven then inany
place upon earth ; and whilft we are diftant
here, we may meet as often as welift in
Gods prefence, by foliciting in our prayers
for oneanother. Ireceived 4 Letters from
you at Spa by long circuits. Inthelaft, one
from my L. Dorfet: I, who hada confci-
ence of mine own unworthinefle of any fa-
vour from him,could not chufe but prefent
my thanks for theleaft. 1 do not therefore
repent my forwardnefle in that office;and [
befeech you not to repent your part therein.
Since we came to this Town, there arrived
an Extraordinary from Spam with a recon-
firmation of the D.4’ 4wnals Penfion, which

1S
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is thereby 2 400'a year & he brings the itle
of Count, to Rodrigo de Calderon who from
avery low place, having grown to be Se-
cretary to Lerma, is now Ambaflador here,
andin great opinion of wifdome: They
fay yet he goes to Prague with the Marquis
Spinola, and the G. Bugquoy, to congratulate
the Emperour : but weall conclude here,
that petfons of fuch quality, being greatin
matter of Warre, are not fent for (o {mall
an emploiment: we beleeve certainly, that
they deliberate a Warre, and that the redu-
&ion of Aix being not worthy this dili-
gence, their intentions muft be upon Cleve,
for the new Town which the two Prin-
ces make by Collen, defpites them much.
The Ele&or of Ments hath lately been here,
upon pretence of comming in devotion to
Sichem,and fhortly the Electors of Coleinand
Saxonyare to be here feverally :  all concurs
toadifpofition of fucha Warre, and the
Landfgrave of Haffe (who is as yet in the
Union) is much folicited and carefled by
this party, and I doubt, will prove a frail

Bb 3 and
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and corruptible man. 1 durft think confi-
dently, that they will ac leaft proceed (o far
towards a Warre, astotry how France will
difpofe 1t {elf in che bufinefle: foricis con-
ceived chat the D. of Bovillon broughtto
our K.good affurances from the Qu. Re-
gent, that {he would purfue all her huf-
bands purpofes in advancing the defignes
of thole Princes who are in pofleffion of
Cleve,and inthe Union. If fhe declare her
felf to do fo, when they flirre, they are like
todiverttheir purpofes ; but if fhe ftand
but neutrall (as icis likely confidering how
Spanifhthe Courtis acthis time) I fee not
that the Princes of the Union are much
likely to retard them, Sir, you fee whatun-
concerning things I am fain to write of,
left I {hould write of my felf, who am fo
litele a hiftory or tale, thac I fhould not hold
out to make a Letter long enough to fend
over a Sea to you ; forl fhould difpatch my
felfin this one word that Iam

Aug.16. here. Yonr affeitionate fervant and lover
1622. J. Donne.
A To
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To the honowr able Knight Sir H.. G.

SIR,
InceIreceived a Letter by your fonne,
S whom I have not yet had the honour
to fee, Thada Letter Pacquet from you by
MrRoe: Totheformer, T writ before: In
this T have no other commandementfrom
you but to tell you, whether M* Fillers have
received from the K. any additiens of ho-
nour, ot profit. Without doubt he hath yet
none. He 1s here, pradtifing for the Mask ;
of which, if [ mif-remember not, I writ as
much as you defire to know, in a Letter
which feems not, to have been come to
you, when you writ. In the Savoy bufinefs,
the King hath declared himfelf by an'en-
gagement, to affift him with 100000 2
year, if the Warre continue. Bur Ibeleeve,
he muft farm out your Warwickfhire Bene.
volence for the paiment thereof. Upon the
ftrength of this engagement, Sir ®ob. Rich
becomes. confident in his hopes. If you

ftood in an equall difpofition for the Weft,
: and!
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and onely forbore, by reafon of M* Martins
filence, 1 wonder ; for Tthink, Itold you,
thathe was gone; and I faw in Sir Tho,
Lucies hand, a Letter from him to you,
which was likely to tell you as much.
Since I came from Court, I have ftirred ve-
ry lictle : Now that the Court comes again
tous, I may have fomething which you
may be contentto receive from

18 Decemb. Your very affectionate fervant
J- Donne.

To mygood friend S+ H.G.
SIR, _

TH E Meflenger who brought me
your Letter prefented me a juftexcufe,

for I received them fo late upon Thur(day
night, that I fhould have difpatched before
Icould begin ; yet I have obeyed you drow-
fily, and coldly, as the night and my in-
difpofition commanded : yet perchance
thofe hinderances have done good, for fo
your Letters are the lefle curious, in which,
men
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men of much leafure may foon exceed,
when they write of bufinefle, they having
butalitcle. You mention two more letters
thenI fend. The time was nottoo fhort
for meto have written them, (for [ had an
whole night ) but it was too fhort to work
a beleefe in me, that you could think it fic
togo two fo divers ways to oneend. I fee
not, (for I fee not the reafon ) how thofe
letters could well have concurred with
thele, norhow thofe would well have been
drawn fromthem , ina bufinefle wholly
relating to this houfe. I was not laziein
difobeying you,but (1thought)only thrifty,
and your requeft of thofe was not abfolute,
but conditioned, if I had leafure. So though
that condition hinder them not, fince ano-
ther doth (and you forethought , that one
might ) [ am not ftubborn. The good
Countefle fpake fomewhat of your defire
of letters; but 1amafraid; fhe is not a pre-
per Mediatrix to thofe perfons, bucI coun-
fail in the dark. And therefore return to
that,of which I haveclear light, thaclam

Cc always
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always glad, when I have any way toex-
preflemy love;for in thefe commandments
you feed my defires,and you give memeans
to pay fome of my debts to you: the inte-
reft of which I pay in all my prayers for
you, which, if it pleafe not God to fhew
here, Thope we fhall finde again together
in heaven, whither they were fent. I'came
this morning to fay thus much,and becaufe
the Porter which came to Micham fummo.
ned me for this hour to London: from
whence [am this minute returning to end
alictle courfe of Phyfick.

Friday 8 inthe morning, Yours very truly
J. Donne.

To Sir H, G.
S IR,

I Writto you yefterday taking the bold-
nefle to puta letter into the good Ladies
pacquet for you. This morning I had this
new occafion of writing, that Sir Tho. Roe,
who brought this inclofed Letter to me,

; and
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and left itunfealed, intreated me to take the
firft opportunity of fendingit.Befides thac
which is in that letter (for he read itto me)
Icame to the knowledg in Yorkhoufe thac my
L. Chancellor hath been moved, and in-
cenfed againft you;and asking Sir T'ho. Roe,
if he were dire@ly or occafionally any caufe
of that, he tells me thus much, thatSir 7.
Lover,and Sir H. Carey, have obtained of
my L. to have a Purfevantand confequent-
ly a Serjeant fent into the Countrey for you,

My L. grounds this earneftnefle againft

you, upon fome refufing toappear upon
procefle which hath been taken outagainft
you.And I percerve Sir Ed, Efton, and both
the other,admit confultations, of ways by
petition to theKing, or Counfail, or L.
Chambetlain, or any other. The greac
danger obliquely likely to fall, is that when
itcomes to light, how you ftand cowards
M. Mathew, you may lofe the eafe which
you have by colour of that extent, and he
may lofe the benefit,of having had {o much
of his eftate concealed. You will therefore
Cc2 at
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at leaft pardon my advifing you, to place
thofe fums, which by your retringI pre-
fume you do imploy upon payment of
debrs, in fuch places as that thefe parucu-
Lar friends be not forced toeave being fo.
confefle, the going about o pay debts,
haftens 1mportun1ty I finde in my felf, -
that where I was not asked money before
yet when I offered to pay next Terme, they
feem loth to afford me that time, which
might juftly have been defperate before :
but that which you told me out of the
Countrey , with the afliftance which I
hopeto finde here, (efpecially if your inde-
vour may advance it at Dorfet houfe) I hope
will 1nable me to efcape clamor, andan
ill confcience, 1n that behalf. One thing
more I mufttellyou; but{ofofcly thaclam
loath to hear my felf:and fofoftly, that if
that good Lady were in the room, with
you and this Letter, fhe might nothear. Ic
is, thatTam brought to a neceffity of prin-
ting my Poems, and addrefsing them to
my L. Chamberlain. This I mean to do
forth-
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forthwith ; notfor much publique view,
butat mine own coft, a few Copies. Iap-
prehend fome inconguities in the refoluri-
on; and [ know whatI fhall {uffer from
many interpretations:butlamatan end, of
much confidering that; and, if I were as
ftartling 1n thatkinde, as ever I was, yet in
this particular, [am under an unefcapable
necefsity, as I-{hall let you perceive, when
Ifee you. By this occafion I am made a
Rhapfoder of mine own rags, and thac coft
me more diligence,to feck them,thenicdid
.to make them. This made me aske to bor-
row that old book of you, which it will be
too late to fee, for that ufe, when1 fee you:
forI muft do this, asa valedi&ion tothe
world, before I take Orders. But this isic,
I am to aske you; whether you ever made
any fuch ufe of the lecter in verfe, 4noftre
Comnteffe chez, vous | as thar T may not put ic
in, amongft the relt to perfonsofthat
rank ; for I defire very very much, thac
fomething {hould bear her name in the

book, and I would be jult to my written
Cc words
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words to my L. Hamington , to write no-
thing after thac. 1 pray tell me as foon as
youcan, if L be at liberty to inferc that: for
if you have by any occafion applied any
pieces of it I fee nor that it willbe difterned,
when it appears in the wholepiece. Though
this bea litle matter, I would be forry not
to have an account of it, within as lictle af-
ter Newyears tide, as you could. I have
{omething elfe to fay, of M. Villars  buc be-
caufe I hope to fee you here fhortly, and be-
caufe new addicions, to the truths or ru-

mours, Which concern him, are likely to be
made by occafion of this Mafque, I forbear
to fend youthe edition of this Marr, fince T
know 1t will be augmented by the next:
of which, if you prevent it not by com-

ming, you fhall have, by letter an account
from

Vigilia St Tho. Zour wy affectionate
1614. friend and [ervant

J: Donne,

Te
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Totheworthy Knight Sir Tho. Lucy,

SIR,
Y‘Our Letter comes to me, at Grace after
fupper; it is partofthe prayer of that
Grace,that God will blefle you,and all yours
with his beft bleffings of both kinde. I
would write you news; butyour love to
me, may make you apt to over-beleeve
news for my fake. And truly all chingsthat
are upon the ftage of the world now, are
full of fuch uncertanities, as may juftly
make any man loth to paffe a conje&ure
upon them;notonly becaufe itis hard tofee
how they wil end butbecaufe it is mifinter-
table and dangerous to conjecture other-
wife, then fome men would havethe event
tobe. That which s efpecially in'my con-
templation, which is the iflue of my L. of
Canterburies bufinefle, (for thereupon de-
pends the confecration of my predeceffor,
upon which the Deanery devolves to the
King) is no farther proceeded in yet, then

that fome of the 10 Commifsioners have
met
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met once; and upon Saterday next there
will bea fuller meeting and an entrance in-
to the bufineffe , upon which, much , very
much in confequence, depends. Of my L.
of Donc. we are only aflured, thatheis ina
good way of convalefcence; but of any
audience nothing yet. Slacken not your
hold of my L. Treafurer, forI havebeen
told thatyouarein his care. I fend you a
Copy of that Sermon, butitis not my co-
py, which Ithought my L. of South-hampton
would have fent me backe.This you muft
be pleafed to let me have again,for I borrow
it: forthe other, I will pretermit no time
to write 1t ; though 1in good faith, I have
halfforgotit. Ifinany letter Ileave out the
name of the La. Hunt. or La. Burdell, ox
your daughters, tell them , that I named
them. I take the falfhood upon me;for I
intend it very really , and very humbly,
where I am good for any thing inany of
their fervices. Our blefled Saviour continue
and enlarge his blefsings to you all, Amen.

Your bumble fervant in Chr. ?ef-
11 O&ob. 1621. J. Donne.

Why do yon [ay nothing of, my little book of Cafes. T
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ToSir G.B.
SIR,

I T 1s.one of my blinde Meditationsto
think what a miferable defeat it would
beto allthefe preparations of braverie, if
my infirmity {hould overtake others: for,
Iam at leaft half blinde, my windows
arcallas full of glafles of Waters, as any
Mountebanks ftall. This meflenger makes
hafte, Ithank him forit; therefore Tonely
fend you this Letter, which was fent to me
about three daies paft, and my promife
to diftribute your other Letters, according
to your addrefles, as faft as my Monfieur
can doe it; for, forany perfonall fervice,
you muft be content, ac this time, to par-
don

Decemb.23, Youra, ﬁ}i?igmte [ervane
. Donne,
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To Sir H. Goodere.

STR,
Greeably to my fortune and thoughes,
A I was crawld this back way from&Key.
Jion ; throughmy broken cafement ac Bed-
ford 1 faw, for my beft difh at dinner, your
Coach : 1 ftudied your gefts, but when [
knew where you were, I wentoutof this
Town, ina doubt whether [ fhould curn in
to Wreft; and you know the wifdome of |
the Parliament s torefolveeverinthe Ne- f
gative : Therefore it is likelieft Ifhallnot |
comie 1 therey yet, let me give youin paf- '
fing, thus much account of my- felf: I
thought to kiffe my L.Spencers hands,at one
houfe,and have pafied three. If youknow
nothing to thecontrary, rifen fincel came
from London, 1 am likely to have a room in
my L. of Dov.train, into the Countrie; if I
have, | do notask, but ufe the leave of wai-
ting upon you at home: There and ever
elfwhere, our blefled Saviour blefle you,
and

—a . B e all
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and all yours, in which number, I pray, ac. -
count ever

Your very thankfull [ervant in Chr.Jef.
J- Donne,

To Sir H. G,
SIR,

I Cannot obey you, if you go to morrow
to Parfons-green, your company, that
, place, and my promile are ftronginduce-
f ments, but an Ague flouts them all, of a1
| which T have had two fuch threatnings, B 3
¢ that T provide againfticby a little Phyfick. ity
- Thisis one fetter ; but Thave a pair: for I P
! attend Sir Geo. Mores anfwer in a licclebufi- i
e neffe, of which I can have no accounttill Hi
v | hisreturn, folam faftned here, till after bil |
¢ | Sunday.  As you are fure that I loveyou
1 thorowly, fothink this a good exprefling ‘ \3 |
1 of thac, that I'promife now, thatTwill cer- g W
- § tainly goe with you on Munday, in defpite
1 of thele interruptions, and ferveyou with
I, my company to the Bathe ; which journie,
d 1t 1s timeto haften, Butl pray think this il
' Dd 2 pro- | il
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promife fo much worch,that it may deferve
your comming this way on Munday, for I
make it with that refervation. God fend
you Hawks and fortunes of a high pitch.

Yonr honeft affectionate
J. Donne.

To Sir' T.Ra
SIR,

"Have befpoke you a New-years-gift that
Iis, agood New year, for 1have offered
your name with my foul heartily to God in
my mornings beft Sacrifice : If for cuftome
you will doea particular office in recom-
penfe, deliver this Letter to your Lady,
now, or when the rage of the Mask is paft.
If you makeany hafte into the Ceuntry, -1
pray let me know it. I would kiffe your
handsbefore you goe, which I doe now,
and continue, ;

Micham, the laft of 1607. Your affectionate fervant
as. I remember. and lyver < J. Donne.

Te
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To Sir Henry Goodere,

S1R,

I Speak to you before God, Iam fo much
 affected with yefterdaies accident, thar 1
think I prophane 1tin that name. As men
which judge Nativities, confider notfingle
Starres, but the Afpects, the concurrence
and pofture of them ; fo in this, though no
particular paft arreft me, ordivert me, yet
all feems remarkable and enormous. God,
which hath done this immediately, without
fo much as a ficknefs,will alfo immediately
without fupplement of friends, 1nfufe his
Spirit of comfort, where it is needed and
deferved.I write this to you trom the Spring
Garden, whither I withdrew my felf to
-think of this; and the intenfenefleof my
thinking ends in this, that by my help
Gods work fhould be imperfected, if by

any means [ refifted the amafement.

Yonr very true friend b
J. Donne, i e
! 1

Bd 3. . 1
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To my good friend G.H.*

H E lictle bufineffe which you lefi i in
Tm hands is now difpacched; if 1
have hung longer then you thought, it
might {erve for juft excufe, thatchefe fmall
things make as-many Pceps to their end,
and need as many motions for the war.
rant, as much writing of the Clerks, as
longexpe&auon of a Seal, as greater. Ic
comesow to you fealed, and with it as
ftrongand aflured feals of my ferviceand
love to you, if it begood -enough for you,
I owe you a continuall tribute of Letters.
But Sir, even mnPrinces and Parents, and
all States that have in them a naturall Sove-.
raignty, there 1s a fort of reciprocation,
and as defcent to doe fome offices due to
them that fervethem: which makes me
look for Letters from you, becaufe Ihave
anotigr as valuable a pawn therefore, as
your friendfhip,. which is your promife ;
left
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left by the Jailors faule this Letter ftick
long, Imufttell you, that I'writ and fent iv
12° Decemb. 1600,

Your friend and [ervant and dover
J. Donne,

12. Decemb. 1600.

To.your [elf.
SIR,

Send you here a Tranflation; but it is
not onely to beleeve me, itisagreatin-
vention to_have underftood any piece of
this Book , whether the gravity of the nfat-
ter, or the Poeticall form, give 1¢ his inclit
- pation, and prancipivm motws ; you are his
center, or his pheare; and to you astohis
proper placche addtefles himfelf: - Befides
that all my things, net onely by obligation,
but by cuftome, know that that is the way
they fhould gae’ T fpake-of this to my
L. of ‘Bedford, thinking then1had hada co-
py which T'made long fince, at Sea, but be-
caufe I findeit not, Lhave donethacagain:
when.
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when you finde it not unfeafonable, let her
fecitsand if you can think it fic,that a thing
that hath either wearied, or diftafted you,
fhould receive fo much favour, put ic
amongft her papers: when you have a
new fomach to it, I will provide you
quickly a new Copy.

At my Micham Yowr very true friend and [ervant
Hofpitall Aug.10. andlover J.Donne.

To the gallant Knight Sir Tho, Lucy.

S IR,

B Ecaufein yourlaft Letter, I havean in-

vitation to come to you, though I ne-
ver thought my felf fofallen from my in-
tereft,which, by your favour,I prefcribe in,
inyou,and therefore when in the fpring L
hoped to have ftrength enough, to comein-
to thofe parts, upon another occafion, I
always refolved to put my felf into your
prefencetoo, yet now Iaske youmore par-
ticularly how you difpofe of your felf; for
though. 1 have heard, that you purpofea

jour-
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journey to the Bath,and from thence hither,
yet I can hepe that my fervice at Lincolns Inne
being ended for next Terme,I may have in-
termifsion enough to waite upon you at
Polefeworth, before the feafon call you to
Bath. 1 was no eafic apprehender of the
fear of your departing fromus; neither am
I eafie inthe hope ot feeing you intirely o-
ver fuddenly. God loves your foul, if he be
loth to let it go inch-meale, and not by
{wallowings; and he loves it too, if he
build it up again ftone after ftone; his will
1s not done except his way, and his leafure
be obferved. In my particular, I am forry,
if my ingenuity and candor in delivering
my felf in thofe points, of which you
fpeak to me, have defaced thofe imprefsi-
ons which werein you before : if my free-
dome have occafioned your captivity, Iam
milferably forry. T went unprofitably and
improvidently,to the utmoft end of Truth,
becanfe 1 would go as farre as Tcould to
meet Peace; if my going fo far in declaring
my felf, brought you where you could not

Ee ftop




Letters to fefvemll

ftop. But I was as confident in yourt
ftrength, as in mine own, fo amI fill in
him,who {trengthensal our infirmities and
will, [ doubt not, bring you and me toge-
ther, in all thofe particulars, fo as we fhall
not part in this world, nerthe next. Sir,
your own foul cannot be more zealous of
your peace, then I am: and God, who
loves that zeale in me, will not fuffer you to
fulpet it. I am furprifed witch a necefsity of
writing now, in a minute; for I fent to’
Bedford houle to informe my felf of means
to write, and your daughter fent me word,
of a prefentmeflenger,and therefore the reft
of this, I fhall make up in my prayersto
our blefled Saviour, for all happinefles to
youl.

Drary houfe the 22 of Your poor fervant in Chr.Jefus
Decemb. 1607. 4
J- Donne,




Perfons of Honour.

To Sir H.G.

SIR,
Hisisa fecond Letter : the enclofed
was written before. Now we are

fure that Heudelberge 1s taken, and entred
with extreme cruelties, Almoft all the de-
fendors forfook their ftations; only Six
Ger. Herbert maintained his nobly, tothe
repulling of the enemy three times, but ha-
ving eafe 1n the other parts, 800 new frefh
men were put upon his quarter , and after
he had broke 4 Pikes, and done very well,
he was fhotdead in the place. Manbeim was
foon after befieged, and is ftill. Feydelth
was loft the 6 of this moneth. the K. upon
news of this, fentto the Spanifh Ambaffa-
our, thatthe people were like to refentic,
and therefore, if he doubted ought, he
fhould havea Guard : butI donot fee, that
he feems to need 1t, in his own opinion,
neither, intruch does he; the peopleare flac:
ortruft in God, and the Kings ways: Sir
Hor. Vere hathowritten to his wife, (asIam

Eez2 told)
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told) a Letter in the nature of a will, for the
difpofing of his eftate and children, as
though he did not account to fec herany
more, but yet Manhein cannot be loft, bue
by ftorming. Your man ftays, and our
bell rings me into the Church; there Sir,
I fhall recommend you to Gods goodnefle,
with

24 Septemb. Your friend
J. Donne.

To Sir H. G.

SIR,
Live fo farre removed, that even theall
news of your great lofle ( which isever

fwifreft and loudeft) found e not ull

now your letter fpeaks it not plain enough
but Iam fo accuftomedto the worlt, thatI
am {ure itis fo in this. Iam almoft glad that

I knew her folittle: for 1 would haveno

more additions to forrow. if I fhould com.

fortyou, it were an almes acceptablein no
ether tule, then when poorgive topoofr;
or




Perfons of Hononr.

m—

213

for Fam more needy of it thenyou. And]
know you well provided of Chriftian, and
learned , and brave defences againft all hu-
mane accidents. I will make my beft hafte
after your meflenger : and if my felf and
the place had not been ill provided of hor-
fes, 1 had been the meflenger, for you have
taught me by granting more to deny no

rcqucﬁ.

Pyesford 3 a clock Yonr boneft unprofirable friend
juft as yours came. J. Donne.
To Sir H. G.
SIR,

I Cannotyet ferve you wich thofe books
of which your Letter fpake. Inrecom-
penfe I will tell youa ftory, which if Thad
had leafureto havetold it you when 1zwas
frefh, which' was upon Thurfday Jaft,
might have had lomegrace for the rarenefs,
and would have tried your love ro me,
how farre you would adventure to beleeve

an improbable thing for my {ake who re-
X3 lates
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lates it. That day in the morning, there
was fome end made, by the E.of Salisbury
and others, who were Arbitrators in fome
differenices berween Herford and Mountegle,
Herford 'was ill [atisfied 1n ir;and declared
himlelf fo farre asto fay, he expected bet-
ter ufage 1n relpect not only of his caufe but
of his expence and [ervice in hisAmbaflage:
to which Salisbury replied, that confidered
how things ftood between his Majefty and
Herford houlfe at the Kings enterance, the
King had done him efpeciall favour in that
employment of honour and confidence, by
declaring in fo publique and great anaét
and teftimony, that he had no ill affe&tions
toward him. Herford anfwered | that he
was then and ever an honeft man tothe
King: and Salisbury faid, he denied not
that, buc yet folemnly repeated his firft
wordsagain. So that Herfoid feemed not
to make an{wer, but purfuing his own
word, faid, that whofoever denied him to
have been an honeft man to the King lyed.
Salisburyasked him if he dire¢ed thacupon

him,
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him, Herford faid, upon any who denied
this. The earneftnes of both was fuch, as Sa-
lisbury accepted it to himlelf, and made pro-
teftation before the LL. prefent, that he
would do nothing elfe, tll he had hono-
rably put offthatlye. Withinan hour after,
Salisbury fent him a direct challenge, by his
fervant M Knightley ; Herford required only
an hours leifure of confideration (itisfaid,
it was onely toinform himfelf of the efpe-
ciall danger, in dealing fo with a Counfel-
Jor) buthereturned his acceptation : And
all circumftances were fo clearly handled
between them, that S° fames was agreed for
the place, and they wereboth come from
therr feverall lodgings, and upon the way
to have met, when they were interrupred
by fuch as from the King were fent to have
care of it, So thefe two have elcaped this
great danger ; but (by my troth) I fearear-
neftlythac Miftreffe Bolftrod will not efcape
that fickneffe in which fhe labours atthis
time. I fent this morning to aske of her

paffage of this night; and the return is,
thae
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that{heis as letc her yefternighe,and then
by the ftrength of her underftanding, and
voyce, ( proportionally to her fafhion,
which was ever remiffe) by the eavennefle
and life of her pulfe, and by hertemper, I
could allow her long life, and impure all
her ficknefle to her minde. Butthe Hiftory
ofher ficknefle, makes me juftly fear, that
{he will fcarce laft fo long,as that you when
you receive this leiter, may do her any good
office,inpraying for her;for fhe hath not for
many days received fo much as a preferved
Barbery, but it returnes, and all accompa-
nied with a Fever, the mother, and an ex-
tream ill fpleen. Whileft I write this Tuef-
day morning,from Bartlet houfe one brings
mea pacquet to your Mafler: heis gone;
and that Lady and all the company isfrom
town. Ithought I might be pardoned, if
I thought my felfyour man for that fervice
to open it,which 1 did,and for the Letters
1 will deliver them. What elfe you bid
Fofter doin his Letter, bid him do it there,
for (foGod help me) I'know not whatic

is
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is. Imuftend now, elfe the carrier will be
gone. God be with you,

Lonys intirely.

You know me without a name, and I know
not how this Letter goes.

To Sir H, G.
S IR,

I Had deftined all this Tuefday, for the
Court, becaufe it is botha Sermon day,
and the firft day of theKings being here.Be-
fore I was to go forth, 1 had made up this
inclofed pacquet for you, and then came
this meflenger with your pacquet,of which
1f you can remember the number, you can-
not expect any account thereof from me,
who have not half an hour left me before
1goforth,and your meflenger fpeakes ofa
necelsity of returning homward before my
returning home. If upon the delivery of
them, or any other occafion;there intervene

new. {ubject of writing, I fhall relieve my
BEh felf
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felfe upon Tuefday, if Tamworth carrier be
intown. Tothe particulars of the Letter
to my felf, T will give this paper , and line.
Of my Lady Bedford, 1 muft (ay fo much
as muftimportune you to burn the Letter,
for Iwould fay nothing of heruponrecord,
that fhould not teftifie my thankfulneffe
for all her graces. But upon this motion,
which I made to her by letter and by S* The.
Roes afsiftance, if any fcruple fhould arife
1n her, the was fomewhatrmore ffarcling,
then 1 looked for from her: (he had mote
fufpicion of my calling, a better memory
of my paft life, then I'had chought her no-
bility could have admitted: of all which,
theugh I humbly thank God, Ican make
good ufe,as one that needs as many refmem-
brances in that kinde, asnot only friends
but enemies can prefent, yet Tam afraid,
they proceed in her rather from fome ill
imprefsion taken from D. Burges, then that
they grow in her felf. But wholoever be the
conduit, the water is the holy Ghofts, and
inthatacceptation I take it. For her other
way




Perfons of Hononr.

way of exprefsing her favour to me, [ muft
fay, icis not with that cheerfulnefle, as here.
tofore fhe hath: delivered her {elf cowards
me: I am: almeft forry, that an Elegy
fhould have been able to move her to fo
much compafsion heretofore, asto offer to
paymy debts; and my greater wants now,
and for fo gooda purpole, as tocome dif-
ingaged into thac profefsion, being plainly
laid open to her, thould work no farcher
bucthat fhefent-me 30l which ingood
faith fhe excufed with that, which 1s in
both parts true, that her prefent debts
were burdenfome , and that I could
not doubt of her inclination, upon
all future emergent occafions, to affift
me. 1 confefle to you , her former
fafhion towards me, had given a better
confidence; and this diminution in her
makes me fee, that I muft ufe more friends,
then I thought I fhould have needed. I
would you couldburn this letter,before you
read it;at leaft do. whenyou have read it
For,I am afraid out of a)Contemplation
Ff2 of
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of mine own unworthinefle, and fortune,
that the example of this Lady, fhould
work upon the Lady where you are: for
though goodnefle be originally in her, and
fhe do good, for the deeds fake, yet, per-
chance, fhe may think it a litcle wifdome,
to make {uch meafure of me, as they who
know no better,do. Of any new treaty of
amatch with Spam, Thear nothing. The
warres in the Lowcountries to judge by their
prefent ftate, are very likely to go forward.
No word of a Parliament, and I my felf
have heard words of the K. as direétly a-
gainftany (uch purpole, asany can found.
I never heard word, till in your letter, of
any ftirres in Scotland, for that of the French
K. which you aske, it hath this good
ground, Thatinthe Aflembly there a pro-
pofition hath been made, and well enterrai-
ned, thatthe K. {hould be declared, to have
full Juridi&ion in France; and no other
perfon to haveany. It hath much of the
modell and frame of our Oath of Allege-
ance, but with fome modification. It is
true
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true, it goes farther ; then that State hach
drovein any publique declarations,but noc
farther then their Schools have drove often
and conftantly: the eafineffe thar it hath
foundin paffing thus farre without oppo-
fiion, puts ( perchance unneceffarily ) in
me a doubt, that they are fureto choak i,
arthe Royall affent, and therefore oppofe ic
not, by the way, to fweetenthe conveyance
of their other purpofes, Sir,if Iftay longer
Ifhall lofe the Text, at Court, therefore I
kifle your hand, and reft

Yonr wery true [ervant
J: Donne,
We hear ( but without fecond as yet)

that Str Rich. Philips brather in France,
bath taken the babit of a Capuchun.

Ff;
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To Sir Thomas Lucy.

SIR,
THis furft. of Aprill I received yours of

21 of Martii, which being two days
after the ordinary, Smuthfield day, I could do
no more, but feal chis letter to be fentto you
next Tuefday, becaufe I forefee that 1{hall
notthen bein town, Whatfoever Ifhould
write now, of any paffagesof thefe days,
would. lofe the verdure before the letter
cameto you, only givemeleaveto tell you
that I need none of thofe excufes, which
you have madeto your [elf in my behalfe,
for my not writing. For your fon inlaw
came to me, {o near the time of his going a-
way, as it had beenimpoflibleto have re-
covered him with a letter at fo farre a di-
ftance, as he was lodged. And my L. Hunt.
meflenger received that anfwer, which, I
hope, before this time, you know to be
true, thac T had fenc the day before, bythe
infallible carrier of Smithfield. The Empe-
rours death may fomewhat fhorten our
g o
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way;for Tdifcern now no realon of goingto
Vieunabut Tbeleeve it wilextéd ourbulines;
fo that I promife my felf no fpeedier return
by that. If1 write no letters into England
out of thefe parts, I cannot be without you
pardon, if I write not to you, but if I
write te any and leave you our, lay all the
faults which you haveever pardonedin me,
to'my charge again. I forefee fonte réafons,
which may make me forbeare; but no
flackne(le of mine own, fhall, Sir,if Ihave
no more the commodity of writing to you
here 1n England, ( as, we may be gon before
next Tuefday ) I tellyou, in this' departing
frotn you, wichche fame cruthand earneft-
neffe as T'would be beleeved to {peakein
my 1aft’ depatting , and tranfimigration
from the whole world, thac1leave notbe-
hinde me 2 heare better affelted to you, nor
more dévoted to your fervice, then Icarry
with me. 'Almighty God bleffe you, with
fich 2 reparation in your health, fuch an
eftablifhment in your eftace, fuch acom-

fort in your children, fuch a peace inyour
confcience,
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confcience, and fuch a true cheerfuloeflein
your heart, as may be ftrong feales to you,
of his eternall gracious purpofe upon you.
This morning I fpend in {urveying and
emptying my Cabinet of Letcers ; andat
the top of all I light upon this Letrer lately
received, which I was loth to bury, Ichofe
to fend it you,to mine own condemnati-
on; becaufe 2 man fo bufie asheis, de-
fcending tothis exprelsing of himfelf in
verfe, Iam 1nexcufable towards you, for
difobeying a commandement of yours, of
that kinde ; but I relie upon the generall,
thatlam fure you are fure,that [ never re-
fufeany thing for lazinefle, nor morofity ,
and therefore make fome other excufe for
me.You have beenfo long ufed to my hand
thac I ftand not to excufethe hafty ragged-
nefle of this Letter. The very ilnefle of the
writing, isagood argument that I forced
a time, in the fulnefle of bufinefle, to kifle
your hand, and to prefent my thanks asfor
all your favours, and benefits, fo principal-
ly for keeping me alive inthe memory of

the
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the nobleft Countefle, whofe commande-

ment, if it had been her Laf* pleafure to
have any thing {aid or donein her fervice,
at Heydelberg, 1 {hould have been glad to
have received. Sir, God blefle you, ¢ fpiritn
principali confirmet te ; and

Yaur very trug and affectionate fervant in Chr.Jef.
J: Donne.

4. Apr. 1619.

To the honowrable Knight S+ Henry Goodere.

SIR, :

’ AS you area great part of my bufinefle;
when I cometo Londm, fo are you
when1fend. More then the office of 2 vi-
fitation brings this Letter to you now ; for
Iremember that abour this time you pur-
pofed a journey to fetch, or meet the Lad.
Hiuntington. 1f you juftly doubt any leng
abfence,] pray fend to my lodging my wric-
ten Books : and if you may ftay very long,
I pray fend that Letter in which Ifent you
Gg i
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certain heads which I purpofed to enlarge,
for 1 have them not in any other paper:
and [ may finde time in your abfenceto do
it, becaufe [ know no ftronger argument
to move youto love me, but becaufe you
have done fo, doe foftill,; to make my rea-
fon better, and I fhall ac laft prefcribe in
you

Yours,

J.Donne,
Micham Wednefday-.

To Sir H.G. at Polefworth.
SIR,

T His 2 5 Thave your letter of 2 1,which

Itell you fo punétually, becanfe by it;
nor by any other, [ doe not difcern that you
received my pacquet of Books; notthat I

fooked for fo quick a rerurn oFthe Sermon,

nor of my Cafes of confcience, but that I
forget fo AQfolutely whatI write, and am

fo fure that I wrice conﬁdcntly to you, that
it 1s fome pain to remain in any jealoufie

that any Lecter is mifcarried. That which
[
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I writ to you of my L.Treafur. difpofition
to you,I had fromM"Har; and I underftood
itto be his defire to convey it through me,
The laft account which we have of my
L. Donc.is, by Letters of the 2° of this; by
which allo we faw, that the firft Letcers
of his convalefcence,were but propheticall;
for he wasletblood afecond time, and i1s
not flrong enough yet toreceive audiences
Though I benot Dean of Pasuls yer, my
L, of Warwick hath gone o low, asto com-
mand of methe office of being Mafter of
my game, in our wood about him in Effex.
I pray be you content to be my officer too,
theSteward of my fervices toallto whom
you know them tobe ducin your walk,
and continue your own affurance that [am

Your affectionate fervant in Chr.Jef.
J. Donne,

Gg 2
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To my worthy friend F.H.
SIR,

Can fcarce doe any more this week then

fend you word why I writnot laft. Thad
then fepofed a few dates for my preparation
to the Communion of our B. Saviours bo-
dy; and in thac folicarinefle and arraign-
ment of my [elf, digefted fome meditations
of mine, and apparelled them (as I ufe) in
the form of 2 Sermon : for fince I have not
yetutterly delivered my felf from this in-
temperance of fcribling (though I thank
God my accefles are lefle and lefle vehe-
ment) I make account thacto fpend all
my litee flock of knowledge upon matter
of delight, were the fame error, as to fpend
a fortunie upon Masks and Banqueting
houfes: Ichofe rather to build in this poor
fathion,fome Spittles,and Hofpitals, where
the poor"and ‘impotent finner may finde
fome relief, oratleaft underftanding of his
infirmity. And if they betoo weak to ferve
pofterity, yet for the prefent by contempla-
tion of them,&c.

Te
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To Sir H. G,

S IR,
Have the honour of your Letter, which,

Iam almoft forry to have received : fome
few daies before the receit thereof D. Tumer,
who accompanied my L. Carow to Sion to
dinner, fhewed mea Letter from you,from
which I conceived good hopes that your
bufinefles being devolved into the hands of
the Trealurer, had been in much more for-
wardnefle, then by your Letter to me they
appear to be. I befeech God eftablifh them,
and haftenthem, and with them, or with-
out them, as he {ees moft conducible to his
purpofe upon you, continue in youa rely-
ing upon him, and afatisfaction in his
waies. I know net whether any Letter
fromyour fon, or any other report, may
have given youany mention of me; he
writ to me from the Compter,that he was un-
der atrifling arreft, and that 3! and fome
lictle more would difcharge him. I fent my
man with that money, but bid him fee it

Gg 3 en.
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emploied for his difcharge : he found more
a&ions, and returned. Next day he writto
methat 8' would difcharge him, and thac
M Selden would lay down half. But M
Selden and 1 fpeaking together | thought
it the ficeeft way, to refpiteall, txll ina few
daies, by his writingto you, we mightbe
dlre&cd therein; and in the mean time,
took order with the Keeper to accommo-
date him, and 1bade my man Martin, as
from h1mfclf to ferve his prefent want
with fomethings. Since we told him, that
we would attend a recurn of his Letter to
you, T heard no more ot him, but I hearhe
1s our. Whofoever ferves you with relati-
ons from this Town, 1 am fure prevents
me of all I can fay. The Palatinate is abfo-
lutely loft; for before this Letter cometo
you, we make account that Heydelberg and
Frankindale is loft, and Manheme diftreffed.
Mansfield came to Breda, and Gonzales, to
Bruffels, with great lofles on both fides, but
equall. The P. of Orange is but now come
to Breda, and with him, all thache is able

to
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tomake, even out ofthe Garrifons of their
Towns. The ways of victuall to/ Spinolaes
Army, are:almoft all precluded by him,
and helikely to put upon the raifing of Spi-
nola between whomandthe Town, there
are hotter difputes, then ever our times
faw. The Secretary of the States here fhew-
ed me a Leter yefternight, that the Town
{pends 6cce pound of powderaday, and
hath {pent fince the fiege 250 pounds. 4r-
guts Regiment and my L. Vaux, are fo dimi-
nifhed by commings away, as thatbothd
think)make not now inMufter abovesoo.
M Gage s returning to R ome but of his Ne-
gotiation [ dare fay nothing by aLetter of
adventure. Thedire¢tion which his Ma?

ave for Preachers, had fcandalized many
therefore he defcended to purfue them with
certain reafons of his proceedings therein ;
and I had commandmentto publifh them
inaSermon at the Crofle, to as great a
Congregation as ever 1 faw together, where
they received comfortable aflurance of his
Ma"* conftancy in Religion, and of his de-
fire
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fire that all men fhould be bred inthe
knowledge of fuch things, as might pre-
fervethem from the fuperftition of Rome.
Iprefume it s bucalitle while before we
fhall {ee you here, buc that licde time is
likely to produce many things greatly con-
fiderable. Prefent, I pray, my thankfull
fervices to your good daughters. I can
give them no bettera room 1n my pray-
ers, and wifhes, then my poore (onftance
hath, and they have that; fo have you Sir,
with

Your very trne friend and {ervant in Chr Jef.

J. Donne.
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To the worthieft Knight Sir Henry Goodere.
SIR,

Ur blefled Saviour, who aboundsin

power and goodnefle towards usall,
blefle you, and your family, with blesings
Proportioned to his ends 1n you all, and
blefle you with the tefimony of a re¢tified
confcience, of having difcharged all the of-
fices ofa facher, towards your difcreet and
worthy daughters; and blefle them with
a fatisfaétion, and quiefcence, and more,
with a  complacency and a joy, in good
ends, and ways towards them,4men. Your
man brought me your Letter of the 8of
December this 2 1 of the fame, to Chelfey, and
gives methe largenefle, till friday to fend 2
letter to Pauls houfe. There can fcarce beany
peece of that, or of thofe things whereof
you require light from me  that is not
come to your knowledge, by fome clearer
way, between thetime of your Letcer, and
this. Befides the report of my death, hath
thus much of truth init; that though 1be
H h not
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not dead, yetI am buried within a few
weeks after 1 immuted my felf in this
houlfe, the infection ftrook into the town,
into {o many houles, as that it becameill
manners, to make any vifics. ThereforgI
never went to Juoll, nor Hamvorth nor Ken-
ton, nor to the Court, fince the Court came
into thefe quarters, nor am yet come to
London ; therefore I am little able to give
you account of high ftages. Perchance you
look not fo low, as our ordinary Gazetra,
and that tells us, (witha fecond aflurance)
that the D.of Branfwick, Chriftian , is dead
of an Ague. My L, of Dorfet even upon the
day, when he fhould have been inftalled
with his fix fellowes, fell fick at London; and
at Court ( which does notexalt all men )
his Fever wasexalted to the plague, buthe
is in good convalefcence.Of the Navy I hear
of no great lim come back yet,but my L. of
Effex;lomething of the dilappointing of the
defigne they had, is imputed to fome diffe-
rence, in point of command, between him
and the M, of the Ordinance, my L. of 7a-

lencia,
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lencia, but as yee, there is liccle manifefted.
Already is 1flued a Proclamation, that there
beno disbanding of the Souldiers, upoa
their landing, in what part foever, and that
his Majefty hath prefent imployment for
them.What the main bufines ac Haghe hath
been, I know nothing; but Ihear, that their
offer of pawning of Jewellsto a very very
great value, to the States or private men,
hath found no acceptance, at leaft found no
money. Occafionally I heard from the
Haghe, that the Queen having taken 1nto
her care, the promoving and advancing of
fome particular mens bufinefles, by way of
recommendations to the Duke , expreffed
her felf very royally, in your behalf. This
Itellyou not, as though you knew it not,
but becaufe I had the fortuneto feeicina
Letter of the fimple Gentlewoman | from
thence; by which name, if you know her
not, I have omitted heretofore totell youa
good tale. They continue at Court,in the
refolution of the Queen paftorall ; when

0. Amiedoved gamboils | you loved the
Hh 2 Court;
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Court; perchance you may doubt whether
you be a thorough Courtier, if you come
notup to fee this, The Queen a Shepper-
defle : buc 1{peak not this, by way of coun-
fail, co draw you up, it 1s notonly Non Do.
minus, [ed eg0, but nec Deus nec ego, to call you
hither, but upon fair appearances of ulfefull
commings. ‘M- George Flerbert is here at
the receipt of your letter; and with his fer-
viceto you tells you thatall of Uvedall houfe
arewell. Ireferve not the mention of my
Lady Huntingtonto the end of my Letter, as
grains to make the geld weight, bur as
tinéture to make the better gold, when you
finde room to intrude fo poorand imper-
tinenta name, as mine is, 1n her prelence. I
befeech you,lev her Lad:know that {he hath
fowed her favours towards me, infucha
ground, that 1if I be grown better (asIhope
Fam ) her favours are grown with me,and
though they were great when fhe conferred
them, yer, (if I mend every day) they in-
creafe 10 me every day,and therefore every
day multiply my :thankfulneffe towards
her
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her Ladifhip : fay what you will(ifyou
like not this exprefsion ) that may make
her Ladifhip know, that I{hall never lec
fall the memory, northe juft valuation of
her noble favours to me, nor leavethem
unrequited in my Exchequer, which 1s, the
blefsings of God upon my prayers. If [
fhould write another fheet,I fhould beable
to ferve your curiofity no  more of Dukes
nor LL. not Courts, and this half line
fetves to tell you, that 1 am truly

Your poor friend and humble (ervant in Chr. ﬁ/‘
J Donne.

T 0.y honoured friend G. G. Efquire.

SIR,
Either your Letters, not filence,needs

N excufe; your friendfhip is tomean
abundantpo{fefsion, though you' remem-
ber me buctwice in a year ;. He that could
have two hatvefts in that time, mightjuft-
Jy value his land ata high rate; but, Sir, as

we doe not onely then thank our land,
Hh 3 when
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when we gather the fruic bucacknowledge
tharall the year {he doth many motherly
offices in preparingit: fo1s notfriendfhip
then onely to be efteemed, when fheisde.
livered of a Letter, or any other reall office,
but in her continuall propenfnefle and in-
clination to do it. This hath made me
cafie in pardoning my long filences , and in
promifing my felf your forgiveneffe for not
anfwering your Letter {ooner. For my pura
pole of proceeding inthe profefsion of the
law, {o farre as toatitle you may be pleafed
to correct that imagination | wherefoever
you findeit. I ever thoughe the ftudy of it
my beft entertainment, and paftime, but 1
have no ambition, nor defigne upon the
ftyle. Of my Anniverfaries, the faultthat
Tacknowledge in my felf 15 to have defcen-
ded to print any thing in verfe, which
though it have excufe evenin ourtimes, by
men who profefle, and praétife much gra-
vitie; yet I confefle I wonder how 1 de-
clined to1t; and do not pardon my felf: But
for the otherpartof theimpuration of having
faid
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faid too much,my deféce is,thac my purpofe
was to fayas well as T could:for fince I never
faw the Gentlewoman, I cannot be unde:-
ftood to have bound my felf to have (poken

juft truchs, but I would not be thoughe to
have gone about to praife her, orany other
in rime; except I rook fuch a perfon,as

mighe be capable of all that I could  fay.

Ifany of thofe Ladies think that Miftris

Drewry was not fo,let thac Lady make her

felf fic for all thofe praifesin the book, and

they fhall be hers. Sir, this meflenger

makes fo much haftethat Icry you mercy

for {pending any time of this letter in other

imployment then thanking you for yours,

I hope before Chriftmas to lee England, and

kiffe your hand, which {hall ever; (if i difc

dain not that office) hold all the keyes of

the libertie and affe&tion, and all the facul«

ties of

Paristhex4 of Your moff affectionate fervant,
J. D.

Aprill, here, 1612,
To
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To my hononred friend G, G.‘Efq};ife., i

SIR,

Should not only fend you an account by
I my [ervant, but bring you an account of-
ten my felf, (forour Letters are our (elves)
and in them abfent friends meet) how I
do, but that two things make me forbear
that writing: firft, becaufe icis notfor my
gravity, to write of feathers; and ftrawes,
andin good faith,I am no more, confide-
red in my body, or fortune. And then be-
caufe whenfoever I tell you how I doe, by
a Letter, before that Letter comes to you,
1fhall be otherwife, then when itlefc me.
Acthis time, I humbly thank God, I am
only not worfe; for,Ithould as foon look
for Rofes at this time of the year, as look
for increafle of ftrength. And if I be no
worleall {pring, then now, Iam much bet-
rer, for, I make account that thofe Church
fervices, which ITwould be very loth to de-
cline, will fpend fomewhat; and, ifI cin
gather fo much as will bear my charges, re-
cover
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cover fo much ftrength ac London, as I {hall
fpend at London, 1 {hall not be loth to be left
in that ftate wherein [ am now, after that’s
done; But I do but difcourfe,I do not wifh;
life,or health,or ftrength (Ithank God) en-
ter not into my prayers for my felf: for
others they do; and amongft others, for
your fick fervane, for fucha fervanttaken
foyoung,and healed fo long, is halfachild
toa mafter, and fo truly I have obferved
thatyou have bred him, with the care of
. afather. Our blefled Saviour look graci-
oufly upon him, and glorifie himfelf in
him, by his way of reftitution to health;
And by his way of peace of confciencein

Yonr very truefriend and fervant in Chr, Jef.
J. Donne.

SIR,
THis advantage you, and my other
friends have, by my frequent Fevers,

that Iam fo much the oftener at the gates
: Ii of
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of heaven, and this advantage by the f{oli-
tude and clofe imprifonment thatthey re-
duce me to after, that L am thereby the ofte-
ner at my prayers ; in which, 1 {hall never
leave out your happinefle; and, I doubt
not, but among(t his many other blefsings,
God will adde to you fome one for my
prayers. A man would almoft be content
to dye, (if there were no other benefic in
death ) to hear of fo much forrow, and fo
much gaod teftimony from good men,as:
I, (God be blefled for it) did upen: there-
port of my death.Yer, I perceive it went not
thropghall.for,one writunto me that fome
(and he faid of my friends~) conceived,
that I was not fo il as [ pretended, buc
withdrew my felf] tofave charges,andto
live at eafe, difcharged ofpreaching, [tis
an unfriendly, and God knows, an ill
grounded interpretation: for 1n thefe
times of necefsity , and multicudes of poor
thereis no-pofsibility. of faving ro himthat
hath any tendernefle in him; and for af-
feling my eafe, I have been always more
forry,
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forry , whenIcould not preach, then any
couldbe | thatthey could not hear me. It
: hath been my defire, ( and God may be
- 3] pleafedto grant itme ) that I might die in
b ! the Pulpic; 1f not that, yet that I mighe take
o my death in the Pulpit, that is, die’ the
= 4 fooner by occafion of my formerlabours.
| Ithanke you, for keeping our George in
in your memory , I hope God referves 1t
for fo good a friend as you are , tofend me
: the firft good newes of him. For the Dia-
el mond Lady, you may fafely- deliver Roper,
wits | whatfoever belongs to me, and he will
| give you a difcharge for the money. For
b} my L. Percy, we fhall fpeake of it , when
t we meet at London; which, as I do not
5 much hope before Chriftmas, fo I do not
|

o
5

much féar at beginning of Tearm; for I
have intreated one of my fellowes to preach
to my Lord Maior | at Pauls upon Chrift-
[l mas day, and referved Candlemas day to
[ my felf for that fetvice, about which time

alfo, willfall my Lent Sermon, except

\' my Lotd Chamberlaine beleeve me to be
J T8s dead,
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dead, and leave me our; for as long as
Ilive, and am not fpeechleffe , 1 would
not declinethat fervice. I have better lea-
fure to write , then youtoread , yetl will
not opprefle you with too much letter, God
bleffe you,and your fonne, as

Your poor friend and humble fervant

in Chrift Tefus
J. Donne,

Tothe Lady G.

Mapawm, :

I Am not come out of England, if I re-

main in the Nobleft part of it, your
minde; yet I confefle, it istoo much di-
. minutionto call your minde , any part of
England, or of this world, fince every
part even of your body, deferves titles of
higher dignity. No Prince would be loth
to die, that were affured of (o faireatombe
o
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to preferve his memory : but I have agrea-
ter vantage then fo; for fince thereisa Re-
ligion in friendfhip,and a death in abfence,
to make up an intire frame there muft bea
heaven too : andthere can be noheaven fo
proportionall to that Religion, and that

_ death, as your favour. And I am gladder

that it is 2 heaven then that 1t were a Court,
or any other high place of this world,
becaufe I am likelier to have a room
therethen here ; and better cheap. Madam
my beft treafure, 1s time ; and my beft im-
ploymentof that , is to ftudy good wifhes
for you,in which 1 am by continuall medi-
tation fo learned, that your own good An-
gell, when it would do you moft good,
might be content to come and take in-
fteuctions from i

Your humble and affectionate fervans
J. Donne.
To
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To your felfe.

51K,

He firft of this moneth I received a
Letter from you, no Letter comes fo
late , bucthacit brings frefh newes hither.
Though I prefume, M* Pore, and fince,
Sit Rob. Rich came after the writing of that
Letter, “yetit was good newes to me, that
youthought me worthy of {o good a tefti-
mony. And yeu were fubtile in the dif-
guife: for you fhut up your Letter, thus,
Lond. 22.1n our flile, bucTam not fo good
a Cabalift, as to finde in what moneth it
was written. But, Sir, in the offices of (o
fpirituall a thing as friendfhip, fomomen-
tarya thing as time , muft have no confi-
deration. Ikeep it therefore toread every
day,, ‘asnewly written : to which vexati-
on 1t muft be fubjet, tll you relieve it
with an other. If 1 ought you not a great
many thankes for every particular part of
it, Ifhould yet thanke you for the length;
G v
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and love it, as my miftrefles face, every line
and feature but beft all together. All that I
can do towards retribution, is, (s other
bankruptsdo in prifen’) to make means
by Commifsioners,that a great debe may he
accepted by fmall fummes weekly, And
in that proportion I have paid my tribute
to you, almoft ever fince I came, .and
fhall ftill dofo. Youknow thac they fay,
thofe are the firongeft, and the firmeft, and
moftprecious things,which are compoled
of the moft, vand fmalleft parcs.. I will
flatter ty felf therefore ;. thac the npmber
of my Letters may ac laft make a firong
argument of my defire to ferveyou, buc
becaufe I remember , out of this Philofo-
phy, thacthey {hould be litcle, as well as
many, left this Letter fhould not get in-
to the building, 1t fhall be no bigger; thus
much addition will not much disfigure i,
that it {weare to youthacTam

Your affeétionate fervant
J. Donne,

Sir

J

—

e e
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Sir, I cry you mercy for fealing your fifters lot-
ter , but I deliver you up my authority, and I re-
member you, that you bave hers to open it again.
You will the eafilier forgive me | that I write no
wewes | when you obferve by this tian[grefSion,
that I live in a place which bath quenched in me
even the remembrance of good manners, By na-
ming ber | 1bave made my poftfcript the wor-
thyeft place of my letter = and therefore I chufe
that placeto prefent my fervice to all the company
at owr lodging ; in which houfe , if I cannot get
voom for apallat |, at my retwrn | my comfortis,
that I can ever bope to be [0 near them as the Spittle
in the Savoy , where they recetve Travellers.
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To the Honourable Rnight | Sir
Rossrr Karre.

b 1) Sir '- {d
¥ ’ Il
i T Hough I have left my bed, I have not i
= ] lefemy bed-fide; Ific chere ftill, and 'g
¢ | as a Prifoner difcharged, fits atthe Prifon i
Y | doore, tobeg Fecs, fofic [ here, to gather b
¢ | crummes. I haveufed this leifure, to put
h the meditations "had in my ficknefle, into )
] fome fuch order, as may minifter fome ho- Y
| ly delight. They arife to fo many fheetes it
(perchance 20,) as that without flaying q

for that furniture of an Epiftle, That my

g1l Friends importun’d me to Print them, I im.
portune myFriends to receive themPrinted.
‘Fhat, -being in-hand ; through-this leag
| Trunke, that reaches from Saint Pauls, to
) \ Saint James, 1 whilper into your eare this
" queftion, whether there be any uncomli-
nefle, or unfeafonablenefle, in prefenting

matter of Devotion, or Mortification, to

K k that
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that Prince, whom 1 pray God nothing

may ever Mortifie, but Holinefle. 1f you

allow my purpofes in generall, I pray caft

your eye upon the Title and the Epiftle,

and re&ifie me in them : I fubmic fub-"
ftance, and circumftance to you, and the
poore Author of both,

Your very bumble and very thankfull
¥ Servant

i Chrift Jefis
J. Donne.
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To your felfe.

Siw,
A GE becomes nothing better then

Eriendfhip ; therefore your Letters,
which are ever good effeéts of friendfhip,
delight to be old before I receive them : for
1t is buc a fortnighe fince thofe Letters
which you {ent by Caprain Peter found me
at Spa; prefently upon the receit, I adven-
tured by your leave to beftow the firft mi-
nutes upon this Letter to your faire Noble
Sifter; And becaule I found no voice at
Spa of any Meflenger, I relpited my Wri-
ting to you, till [ came thus much nearer.
Upon the way hither, another Letter from
you overtooke me, which by my L. Chan-
dos-love to mefor your fake, was fentafter
me to Maftricht : He cameto Spi - within
two houres after 1 went away; which I
tell you to let you fee, that my For-
tune hath flill that {pitefull conftancy , to

bring me near my defires,and intercept me.
Kk 2 If
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If I fhould writeto you any newes from
this place, I fhould foreftall mine owne
Market, by telling you beforehand that
which muft make me acceptable to you at
my commiing. 1 fhallfheake into London,
abouttheend of Ao/t In my remoteft-di-
ftances 1 did not moreneed your Letters
then 1 fhall then. Therefore if you fhall
not be then in London I befeech yourothink
mee at Conflantmople , and write one
largeLetrer to beleft 2t my Ladie Baytless
my lodging ; for 1{hill ‘come in exereatrie
darkneffe and ighorance, except you give
me light. 1 Sir Jobn Brooke be within
your reach, prefertt my humble fervice and
thankfulneffe to him, if hebe ‘nor, T am
glad, ‘that to my Confcience, Wwhich is a
thonfand witnéffes, Thave added you for
ofie thore, that T came as nearas Tcould ‘to
doeit I fhallran fo faft from this ‘plaee,
through Autwerpe, and fome patts of FHol-
land, that all that love which you' could
percharice be content to exprefle by Let-
rers if Tlay fill, may be more thrifiily bes

‘ flowed
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fowed upon that one Letter, which is by

your favour, to meet me, and to welcome
to London

Your unworthy , bat very
true Friend |

J. Donne.

S 18,

T s one ill Afle@tion of a defperate

debror, thache dares not come to an ac-
count, nortakeknowledge how much he
owes ; this makes nte that I dare not tell
you how manieletters 1 have received from
you fincel came to this TewneThad three
the firft by the Cocke, who brought none
butyeuts, nerever came to me, to let me
know what became of thereft: the two o-
therofthe 7.and 8. of March,: came in 2 let-
ter Wthh Sir H, Wetton ¥writ to ‘me from
Kk 3 Amyens




Lettersto'feverall

Amyens ; there is nota {ize of paper in the
Palace, large enough to tell you how
much [ efteeme my felfe honoured in your
remembrances; nor ftrong enough to wrap
up aheart {6 ful of good affections towards
you, as mine is. When any thin g paffes be-
tween Sir Thonas Roe and you rell himIam
not the leffe his Servant, for notfaying {o
by oftenletters 2 for by my troth, 1am that
{o much as he could defire I fhould be,
when he began to love me.Sir Themas Lu-
ces bulinefle, and perchance fadnefle for-
bid me writing now.I have written to him
(whileftIlived in darknefle, whether my
Letters came to you or no )by another wayj -
and if my poore Letters were any degree
of fervice, I fhould doe it often, and rather
bemine own Poft, then leave anything
undone, to which he would give {uchan
interpretation, as that it were an Argument
of my Devotion to him, For my purpofe
of proceeding in the profeflion of the Law,
fo farasto a Title, you may be pleafed to
correct that imagination where you finde
it.
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it. 1 ever thought the fludy of it my beft
entertainment and paftime, but Thave no
ambicion nor defign upon the Stile.Of my
Anniverfaries the fault which I acknow-
ledgein my felfe, is to have defcended to
printany thing in Verfe, which though it
have excufe, even inour times, by example
of men, whichone would thinke fhould
aslittle have doneit, as I; yetl confefle T
wonder how 1 declirted to it, and'doenot
pardon my felf.But for the other patt of the
imputation, of having faid fo much,my de-
fence is, that my purpofe was to fay as well
asTcould :for fince 1 never faw the Gentle-
woman, I cannot be underftood to have
bound my felfe to have fpoken juft Truth :
but I' would not be thought tohave gone
abott to' praife any bodie ‘in rime, except I
tooke fuch a Perfon, as might becapable
of all that Icould fay. If any of thofe La-
diés think that Miftris Drary was not fo,
let that Ladie make herfelfe fic forallthe
thofe praifes in the Booke, and it fhallbe
hers. Nothing is farther from colour jor

groundi
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ground of Truch, “then-that which you
wiite of Sir Robert Druries going to Mafle.
No man cof our Nadon hath been more
forward to apply himfelfe to the Church
of the Religion where he hath. come, nor
to relieve their wants, where that Demon-
ftracion hath beene needfull. I know not
yet whether Sir fobn Brookes purpole of be-
ing very {hortly here, be not a juft reafon
to make me forbear writingtohim. 1 am
furethat L would faineft do that in writing
or abftaining which fhould be moft accep-
tbleto him, It wereinvain to put into
this letter any relation of the Magnificence
which have been here at publication of
thele marriages; for at this time there come
into Bugland {o. many Frenchmen, as 1 amy
fire you fhall heare all acleaft. If they (peak
not of above eight hundred horle well ca-
parofond, you may believe it : and you
may believe | that no Court in Chriften-
dome had beene ableto have appeared fo
bravein thackinde. But if they tell you of
any other ftuffe,then Copper, or any other

exercife
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exercife of armes then running at the Quin-
tain, and the Ring, you may be bold to
fay Pardane moy. Sir,this meffenger makes
fo much hafte that I cry you mercy for
fpending any time of this Letter | in other
imployment, then thanking you for
yours, and promifing you more before

my remove from hence. I pray ventureno

Letter to me by any other way then M.

Jobn Bruer atthe Queens Armes a Mercer

10 Cheapfide, who is always like to know

where we are; And make me by loving

me flill, worthy to be

Your friend and fervant

J. Donne.
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Tomy Honoured friend M*George
Gerrard.

SI1R,

Cannot chufe butmakeita prefage that
II (hall haveno good fortune in England ,
that T mift the honour of enjoying that
company,which you brought to town. But
Ibefeech youletmyill luck determine in
that ominoufnefle : for if my ot comming
fhould be by her or you interpreted for 2
negligence/ or coldnefle in me, 1 were
already mactualt and prefent afflition. For
that Ecclefiafticall Lady of whom you
write,{ince I prefume itisa work of dark-
nelle that you go about, we will deferre
it for winter. Perchance the cold weather,
may beas good phyfique to you, as fhe,
for quenching you. I have changed my
purpofe of going to Wind/or | and will go
dire&ly 1nto the Wight: whichI tell you
notas a concerning thing | but in obedi-
ence
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ence to your commandement, as one
poor reftimony that Iam |

Your affectionate fervant i

J. Donne.

Tomy very worthy friend ME George
Gerrard.

Saw,
His is the fourth of this moneth , and

Ireceive your Pacquet fo late, thatI

have {carce waking time enough to tell
ou fo, orto write any thing but dreams,
I have both your Letters , mother and
daughter, and am gladder of them, then if
I had the motherand daughter here in our
neighbourhood ; you know I mean Sir
H. Gooderes parties. Sir,you do me double
honour when my name pafles through
you to that Noble Lady 1n whole prefence
youare. Itisa betterend and a better way
L1l:2 to




—

Lettersito [everall

to thatthen Fam worth. I'can give you no:
thing in recompenle of that favor, but
ood counfell: which 1s to fpeake fparnnc-
y of any ability in me, left you mdanger
our own reputntlon by overvaluing me.
If I fhall acany time take courage by your
Letter, to exprefle my meditations of
that Lady in writing , Ifhall fcarce think
leffe time to be due to that employment,
then to be all my life 1n making thofe
verfes, and fo take them wich me and fing
them amongft her fellow Angels in Hea-
ven. Ifhould be loath tharm any thmg of
mine , compofed of her, {he fhould not
appear much berter th en ﬁ‘u me of thofe of
whom 1 have written.  And yet I cannot
hope for better expreflings then I have gi-
ven of them. So you fee how much I
fhould wrong her, by mang her but
equall to (hl]ClS lwouldl could be be-
Jeeved, when !aythqt 1l chat is, written of
the m, is bur Y“L(‘pne() of her.Imuft ufe
your favour in getting her pardon, fox
having broughe her 1nto fo narrow, and
low-
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low-rooftaroomas my confideration, cr
for adventuring to give any eftimation of
her, and when I fec how much. fhe can
pardon , 1Mhall the better difcern how far
farther I may dare to offend in thatkinde.
My noble neighbouris well, and makes
me the fteward of his fervice to you. Be-
fore this Letterreaches you, I prefume you
will bee gathering towards thefe parts,
and then all newes will meet you fo
faft, as thatout of your abundance you
will impartfome to

Your ajﬁc’limmte friend to

ﬁrve you

J. Donne.
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To your felfe.

Sig

1A your other Letters, which came
Ato meby more hazardous waies, had
therefore much merit in them; buc for
your Letter by M. Pory, it wasbut alitle
degree of favour, becaule the meflenger
was {o obvious , and fo certain, that you
could not chufe but write by him. Buc fince
he brought me as much Letter as all the
reft, I muftacceptthac, as well as the reft.
By this time, M.Garret, when you know
in your confcience that you have fent no
Letter , youbeginneto look upon the fu-
perfcription, and doubt that you have
brokenup fome other bodies Letter: but
whofe fo ever itwere it muft [peak the ame
language, for I have heard from no body.
Sir, if there be a Proclamation in England
againft wricing to me, yet fince it is there-
by become a matter of State, you might
have told M. Poryfo. And you mighthave
e
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told him , whatbecame of Sir Tho. Lucies
Letter, in my fitft pacquet, ( for any
Letter to him makes any paper a pacquet,
and any peece of fingle money a Medall)
and what became of my Lady Kngsmels in
my fecond, and of hers 1n my third, whom
I will not name to you in hope that it is pe-
rithed,and you loft the honour of giving it.
Sir, mine own defire of being your fervant,
hath fealed mea Patent of that place du-
ring my life, and cherefore ic fhail not be
inthe power of your forbidding, o which
your ftiff: filence amounts ) to make me
leave being

Youi very affechionate fervant:

1. Donne..

To
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To my Honoured friend M. George Garrat.

SiRr
I Would [ were fo good an Alchimiftto

perfwade you that all the vertue of the
beftaffections, that one could expreflein
afheer, werein thisragge of paper. It be-
comes my fortune to deale thus in fingle
money; and I may hit better with this
hail-fhot of little Letters (becaufe they may.
comethick ) then with great bullets; and
trouble my friends lefle. I confefle it were
notlong enough if it came to prefent my
thankes for all the favours you have done
me ; but fince it comes to begge more, per-
chanceit may be long enough | becaufel
know not how fhort youwill be withan -
abfent friend. If you will but write that you
give me leave to keep that name ftll, it
{hall be the gold of your Letter: and for
allay, put in as much newes as you will.
Wearein a place where {carce any money
appeares,butbale: as,Iconfefle, all mat-
ters
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ters of Lerters isin refpect of the teftimo-
nies of friendfhip; but obey the corrupti-
on of this place, and fill your Letters
with worle ftuffe then your own. Prefent
my fervice to all thofe Gentlemen whotn [
had the honour to ferve at our lodging, I
cannot fli¢ an higher pitch, then to fay, that
Iam fomuch their fervantas you canfayI
am. At the Queens armes in Cheapfide
which isa Mercers ; you may hear of one
M. Jobn Brewer, who will convay any Let-
ter direGted to me at Sir Rob. Druries at
Amiens, though he know not me: and 1
fhould be glad to hear thac this firft chac I
fentinto England had the fortune to finde

yOU.

Yours

J. Donne.

To
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To your fair fifter.

Mapam,

He dignity, and the good fortune due

toyour Letter, hath preferved a pac-
quet fo well, that through France and
Germany ic is at laft come to me at Spi,
This good experience makes me in defpice
of contrary appearances, hope that I fhall
finde fome meflenger for this, before I re-
move, though it be but two dayes. For,
even Miracles are but lictle and {light things,
when any thing which eicher concernes
your worthinefle is in confideration or my
valuation of it. If Ifaile inthis hope ofa
meflenger, I fhallnot grudgeto domy felf
this fervice of bringing it into England, chat
you may hear me fay there, that I have
thus much profited by the honour of your
converfation , and Contemplation, that [
am, as your vertues are, every where
equall; and that) that which I {hall fay
thenat London , I thought and fubfcribed

at:

i ——
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at8pa, whichis,thacI will never be any
thingelfe, then

Your very bumble and affectionate fervans

] Donne.

To the Honourable Knight Sir
Henry Goodere.

Sir,
Ecaufe to remain in this fore guilty in
B your Lordfhips opinion doth not one-
ly defeat all my future indevours, but lay a
heavyer burden upon me, of which I am
more fenfible, which is ingratitude to-
wards your Lordfhip, by whofe favoursI
have been formerly fo much bound; I hope
your Lordfhip will pardon me this care
and diligence which 1 ufe to recifie
my felf towards you, To which purpofe I
humbly befeech your Lordfhip, to admit
thus much into your confideration, thac[
Mm: nei-
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neither hunted after this bufinefle acfirft,
but apprehended itas it was prefented to
me, and might perchance have fallen into’
worfehands;nor proceeded otherwile ther-
in, then to my poor difcretion at that time
feemed lawfull and requifice and neceffa-
ry for my reputation , who held my felfe
bound to be able to give fatisfation to an

who fhould doubt of the cafe.Of all which,
if your Lordfhip were returned to your
former favourable opinionsof me, you
might be pleafed to make this fome argu.-
ment that after his Majefty had {hewed his
inclination to the firft motion made in my
bebalf, I was not earneft to urge and folicic
that advantage ‘of priority, but as became
me, contented my lelf to joyne with him
who had madea later petition therein: and
a foon as lunderftcod how 1t was oppofed
or diftafted, I threw it down at your Lord-
fhipsfeet and abandoned it toyour pleafure.
Which 1t 1s neceflary for me to fay acthis
time,left,if he who was interefled wich me

inthat bufinefle fhall have proceeded any
far-
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farther therein fince that time, your Lord-
fhip might conceive new fufpicions of me.
Thatyour Lordfhips name was atall ufed
therein, or thatany words of mine occafi-
oned fuch an errour in my fervant, I am
fo forry as nothing but a confcience ofa
true guiltinefle of having petformed an in-

- jury to your Lordfhip ( which can never

falluponme) could affe me more. But
I, who tothe meafure of my comprehen-

fion,have ever underftood your Lordthips

nobility and evennefs cannot fear that your
Lordthip will punith an overfight, likea
crime: which fhould be effeted upon me,
if your Lordfhip fhould continue your dif-
favour towards me,fince no penalty could
come fo burdenous to my minde and tomy
fortune as that, And fince the repofe of
both confifts in your Lordfhips favour, I
humbly intreat to be reftored to your fa-
vour, giving your Lordthip my faith in
pawn thac I wilbe as wary of forfeting it by
any fecond occafion, as Tam forry for this.

Yours §.D.
Mm 3 To
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To the Fonourable Kmight Sir Robere
Karre,

SR 4 ;
Had rather like the firftbeft; notonely
becaufe it is cleanlier , but becaufe it re-
fleéts leaft upon the other party ; which,
inalljeft and earneft, inthis affair, 1 wifh
avoided. If my Mufe were onely out of
fafhion, and but wounded and maimed
like Free-will in the Roman Church,1{hould
adventure to put her toan Epithalamion.
But fince fhe 1s dead, like Free-will inour
Church, I have not fo much Mufe left as
to lament her lofle. Perchance this bufi-
nefle may produce occafions, wherein I
may exprefle my opinion of it, ina more
ferious manner. Which I fpeake neither up-
on any apparent conjecture, nor upon- any
overvaluing of my abilities, but out of a
generall readinefle and alacrity to be fer-
viceable and gratefull in any kinde. In
both which poor vertues of mine, none

can

g
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can pretend a more primary intereft | them
you may, in

Your humble and affectionate Jervant

J. Donne,

Tothe Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre
Gentleman of bis H igbnej]ES Bedchamber.

§ir Ry
Have often finned towards you, with a

prefumption of being pardoned , but
now I do it without hope, and withouc
daring to intreat you to pardon the faulr.
In which there are thus many degrees of
importunity. That Imuft begge of youto
chriftenachild, whichis buc a daugheer,
and in which you muft be content tobe
affociated with Ladies of our own alli-
ance , butgood women, and all this up-
on Thurfday nextin the afternoon. Sir, T
have fo many and fo indeleble impreflions,

of
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of your favour to me , as they might,
ferveto fpread over all my poorrace. But
fince I fee that I ftand like atree, which
once a year beares, though no fruit, yet
this Maft of children and fo am fure,
that one year or other Ifhould afflic& you
with this requeft, Ihad rather be prefent-
ly under the obligations and the thankful-
nefle towards you ,- then meditate fuch a
trouble to you againft another year. I was
defirousthis paper might kiffe your hands
as foonas you came, that if any other di-
verfions made this inconvenient to you, I
might havean other exercife of your favor,
by knowing fo much from you, whoin
every at of yours make me more and more

Your humble and thankfull (ervant

« 17 Aprill,
J- Donne.

To
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To the Honowrable Knight , Sir
Rossrr Karne.

Sir,
P Erchance others may have told you,

that I am relapfed into my Fever ; but
that which I muft intreat you'to condole
with me, is, that [am relapfed into good
degrecs of health ; your caufe of forrow for
that, is, that you  are likely to be the more
troubled with fuchan impertinencie, as 1
am; and mine is, that I am fallen from
fair hopes, of endingall; yet Lhave [caped
no better cheap , then that I have paid
death one of my Children for my Ran.
fome. Becaufe I loved itiwell, 1 make
accountthat I dignific the memorie of it,
by mentioning of ittoyou, elle I fhould
not'be fo hemely. - Impute. this brevitie
of writing to you upon. no Subjeét, to my
ficknefle, in which men ufe to talke idly :

but my profeffion. of defiting to. bee  re-
‘ sy tained
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" tained in your memorie, impute to your
owne Vertues, which have wroughe fo
much upon

Your humble [fervant

John Donne.

To the Honowrable Knight, Sir Robert Karre.

S1r
Make account thatit is a day of greas
diftribution of Honours at Court. 2.1

would not therefore lofe my pare, and in-
creafe therein ; fince every Letter admirted
by you from me, is a new ftone 10.my beft
building, which is;' my roome in yourfer~
vice: {0 much youadde to mejeverietime
you give me leave thus to kifle your hands.
But, Sir, everie addition preimagins 2 bee-
ing, and the tume of my beging and Gre-
ation is net yet'come :which I am/fure
you will advance ;' becaufe elfe I amno
competent Subject of your favours, and
additions. I 'know, by your farbearing

' to
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to tell mee fo, that my L. hath had no
commoditie to move the K. and if this
Paper fpeake one word of difference, or
impatience in my name, by my troth it [ |
lies. Onely give it leave totell you, tha V
that L. whom perchance the K- may bee |
pleafed to heare in it is an old and mo- |
mentanie man,and it may be late labour- )
ing for his affiftance, nexec Winter. Befides, il
fince it may bee poffible that the Mafter q"

make him eafie, as things ftand with him ‘
at this eime. If you ftay in Towne this ol
Night, and no longer, I befeech you af- ’
ford mea few of yourlate Minutes at your
own lodging, where I will waitupon you
according to any directions , which by
this Gent. orotherwife I fhall receive from
you.

: of the Rolles may 2 litcle refent this fuice, ?’
; there could be no fitrer time, then now, to '
i

|

Tour humble fervant
John Donne.
Nn2
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To the Fonourable Knight | Sir
Robert  Karre.

Sin,

F I would calumniate, I could fay ne
l ill of that Gentleman : 1 know not
whether my L. -or my felfe tooke the firft
apprehenfion of it; butl remember that
very foone wee concurred 1na good opi-
nion of him ; thereupon for juftifying
our owne forwardaefle ,. wee obferved
him more throughly , and found all the
way good reafon to ratifie our firlk efti-
mation of him.  This gave my L oc-
cafion to fend him abroade in his Service
after : how hee fatisfied him in thatim-
ployment , indeed I know not. But,
that I difguife nothing, I remember my
L. told- mee fometimes in his abfence,
that hee had not Account from him of
fome things , which hee had depofed in
him,

o -
-
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him. And at his entering into his
Coach | at his laft going, I asked my L.
Goes not the Gentleman with you? and 1!
heetold mee with fome coldnefle no. Sa :
that if you bee not prefled to a Refloln-

tion , you may bee pleafed to forbeare a

few dayes , till I may occafionally dif- ;!"

y 0 cerne , whether hee have demerited or J:
i funke in my L. opinion : And then i
. you fhall have another Chara&er of him : *
¢ from ,1;
| i
j 25. Julii: : I
' Your very. bumble and - thankfull: ) 5,
} |
- Servant 1

J_. Donne;
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To.the Hopowrable Knight,)Sir Robert Kdrre.,

SR,

HE fame houre that I received the
honour of your commandments, by
your lecter fefc at my poore houfe, 1 put
my felfeupon the way hither. - So thar I
am herein the habite of a Traveller, and
(fuitable to the reft of my unworthinefles )

unfic for great Prefences. Therefore, I.2b=:

ftain from waiting upon you prefently ;
befides that in this abftinence, (except I
mifinterpret the laft words of your letter to
my advantage )'1 obey your directions,

in fendingbeforel come to you. How-"

foever, Sir, I am intirely at your difpofing,
if you willbepleafed to adde this favor to
the reft, that I may underftand, wherein
you will ufe your Authoritie and Power,
which you have over

Tour poore and lwmble [ervant
John Donne.

IR
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Tothe Homourable Kmight, Sir Robert Karre.

r

SIR,

His is but a Poftfcript tothe laft
Letter, and it 1s onely to tell youy,
thar it was an impertinent jealoufie

that I conceived of that Gentlemans ab-
- fence from my L. for he gives that full Te-
flimonie of him, thar he never difcerned
any kinde of unfirnefle in him forany im-
ployment, except too much goodnefle; and
Confcientioufnefle may fometimes make
him fomewhat lefle; fit forfome kindes of
bufinefle’, :then 2 man. of a loofer xaine.
Andrhis isall, that I conceive to have been
in the commandment wherewich you -hot

nouted
2,Aug 1623, . Towr wery bumble and thankful
: feroimnt in Chrift Fefrs
John Dopne:
To
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o' my Emonred Friend, ' Mafter
George Gherard.

S1R; ,
Out Letter wais the miore welcometo
mee, becaule it broughe your com. _
mandment with ic; of fending you per- !
fumes: for it'is aService fomewhat like :
aSacrifice.'But yet your commandment
farprifed me, when neither I had enough
to fend, nor had means to recover more ;
that Ladie being otit of Towhe which
gavethém me.But Sirif T had 100dc000.
{couldfend youno morethenIdoe; for ‘
I fend all. If any good occafion prefentit :
felfe toyou,to fend to my L. Clifford, fpare
my name a roome, there where you offer
him moft of your Service. 1 dare contend
with you; that you cannot exceed' mee; in
defiringro fervehim. It is a better office
from meto you, that [ goe to bed, then that
I write a2 longer letter. For if 1doemine
eyesa little more injurie {1 fhall lofe the
honour
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honour of feeing you at Michaelmas; for
by my troth 1 am almoft blinde : you may
be content, to beleeve that Tam always
difpofed to your fervice, without excepti-
on of any time, fince now juft at mid-
night, when it is both day, and nighe,
and neither , 1tell you thatIam

Your affeétionate friend and [ervant

J. Donne.

To my very much bonoured friend George
Garrard Efquire at Sion.

SIR,

l Know not which of us wonne it by the

hand, in the laft charge of Letters. If
youwonne, you wonne nothing, becaufe
Iam nothing , or whatfoever I am, you
wonne nothing, becaufe I wasall yours be-
fore. I doubt not but I were better delive=
Oo red

—e Sl S e



Letters to ﬁmemll :

red of dangers of relapes, ifI were at Lon-
don; but the very going would indanger
me. Upon which true debility, I'wasfor-
ced to excufe my felfe to my Lord Cham-
berlaine , from whom I had a Letter of
command to ‘have Preached the fifth of
November Sermon to theKing. A fervice
which I would not have declined, if I
could have conceived any hope of ftanding
it. Ibefeech you intreatmy Lord Percy in
my behalfe; that he will be pleafed to name-
George tomy L. Carlile | and. to wonder | if
not to inquire, Where he is. The world 1s
difpofed to charge my Lords honour, and
to charge my. naturall affection with neg-
le&ing him, and, God knowes , I know
not which way to turntowards him; nor
upon any meflage of mine; when I fend to
kifle my Lords hands,doth my Lord make
any kind: of mention of-him.For the Diat
mond -Lady , when time: ferves | I'pray
look toit; for i would fain be difcharged
of it And for the reft, lecchem be but re-
membred how long i¢ hath been: in my
| hands|
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hands, and then leaveit to their difcretion.

Ifthey incline to any thing, I fhould chufe
fhire Hollond, rather under then above 45,
Our blefled Saviour multiply his bleflings
upon that noble family where youare, and
your felf, and your fonne; as upon all
them thac are derived from

Your poor friend and fervant

J. Donne.

Tomy very much refpected friend M.
George Garrard.

SR,
Thank you for exprefsing your love to

me, by this diligence, I know you can
diftinguifh between the voyces of my love,
and of my necefsity | if any thing in my
Letters found like an importunity. Befides,
I will adde thus much out of counfell to
Oo:2 you,
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you,thatyou can do nothing fo thriftily as
tokeep in your purpofe the payment of the
relt of this years rent, (though at your con-
veniency ) for Sir B [—] curiofity being (o
ferved atfirft | If{hall be no farther cauﬁ:,
bucthat the reft be related, and you inas
good poflefsion of his love, and to as good
ule, as your love deferves of him. You
mocke us when you aske news from hence.
All is created there, ot relates thither where
you are. - For that book which you com-
mand me to {end, [ held it but halfan hour:
which ferved me to read thofe few leafes,

which were dire&ted upon fome few lines
()me boaok.  If you cometotown quick-
y you may get a fair widow: for M
Brown is fallen to that ftate by death of her
husband. No man defires your comming
more, nor thall be readier to ferveyou,then

Your affectionate fricnd and [ervant
1. Donne.
To
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Tomy Honoured friend M.George Gherrard,
over againft Salisbury Loufe,

SR,

Do not make account that I am come to

London, when I get within the wall : chac il
-which makes it London is the meeting of J
friends. I cannot therefore otherwife bid
my {elf welcome to London, then by fecking 'T
of you, which both Sit H. Goodere and I do, |
with fo much diligence, as that - this mef- ?‘
fenger comes two dayes before to intrear
you from us both, to referve your felf upon s
Saterday: fo that1 may, at our comingto n)
London that night, underftand at my houfe 4
where I may fend you word of our fupping ;
place that night, and have the honour of I
your company. Soyou lay more obligati-
ons upon

Your poor unprofstable fervant

} Donne.
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'To my very much Fonowed friend George
Garret Efquire.

B AR,
Hen we thinke of a friend , we
do not count thata loft thoughe,

though that friend never knew ofit. If we
write to a friend, we muft not call italoft
Letter, though it never finde him to whom
it was addrefled : for we owe our felves
that office, to be mindefull of our friends.
In payment of that debe, I fend out this
Letter, as a Sentinell Perdue; if it findeyou,
it comes to tell you, that T was poflefled -
with a Fever , folate inthe year | thatlam
afraid T {hall not recover confidence to
come to London till the fpring be alitele ad-
vanced. Becaufe youdid our poor family
the favour, to mention our George in your

Letters to Spain, with fome earneftneffe,
I fhould wonder if you never had any
thing from thence concerning him; he
having been now, divers moneths, in
Spaine.
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Spaine. 1f youbein London and the Lady
of the Jewelltheretoo, at your conveni-
ency informe me, what is looked forat
my hands , inthacbufineffe; for, Iwould
be loath to leave any thing in my houfe,
when I die, that were not abfolutely
mine own. Ihave a fervanc, Roper, ac
Pasls houle , who will receive your com-
mandments, atalltimes. ' God bleffe you
and your fonne, with the fame blefsings
which I begge for the children, and for
the peifon of

Your poor friend and bumble
Jervant in Chr. Tef..

J. Donne.
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To the Honourable Kmght Sir Robert
Karre, Gentleman of his HighnefJes
Bed-chamber.

SAR;

I Am come to that tendernefle of con-

{cience, thatIneed a pardon for mean-
ing to cometo Newmarket in this weather.
1f 1 had come, I muft have asked you many
reall pardons, for the many importunities
that Ifhould have ufed towards yous But
fince [ have divers errands thither, (‘except
I belie my felf in thatphrafe, fince it is all
oneerrand to promove mine own bufinefs,
and to receive yourcommands ) I fhall give
youbut a {hort refpic, fince I fhall follow
this paper within two dayes. And (thatl
accufe my felf, no farther then Iam guiley )
the principall reafon of my breaking the
appointment of waiting upon M. Rawlins |
was, that [underftood the King was from
Newmarket; and for comming thicher in
the Kings abfence, I never heard of excufe;
except

i A A S5

e e —— 5
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except when Burler ferids a defperate Pati-
entin a Confumption thithetfor good aire,
whichis an ill errand now. Befides that I
could not well come till now, ( forthere
are very few dayes paft fince Itcok Orders)
there can be n6 loffe in'my abfence except
when [ come ; my Lord {hould have there-
by the leffelaticude | to procure the Kings
Letcers to (Cambridge. | befeech yon there-
fore, take fome occafion to refrefh that

;- bufinefle; to his Lordfhip, by prefenting

my name;, and purpofe of comming very

" .fhortly : and be content to receive me, whe
b

have been ever your fervant, to the additi-
onof

Your poor Chaplaine

277 January.

J.Donne.

Pp
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To the Right Fonaurable ﬂae Lord Vifcouns
of Rochefter.

My moft Honourable good Lord,

Frer [ was grown to be your Lord-
Afhips , by all the tites that I could
thinke upon, it hath pleafed your Lordfhip
to make anather tideto me, by buying me,
You may have many better bargaines in
your Pu{chafgs, but never a better racle then
te e, noF any thing which youmaycall
yaurs moie ablelutely and intirely. Ifg{me-
forgappearebefore your Lordfhip fome-
times in thefe Letters of thankfulnef®, ic
may be an excufable boldnefle, becaufe they
ase parc) of your evidences by which you
hold me. Iknow there may be degreesof
imparcunity even in thankfulnefle: buc
your Lordihip is got above thedanger of
fuffering that from me, or my Letters, both
becaufe my thankfulneffe cannot reachto
the benefits already received , and becaufe
the favour of receiving my Letters is 2 now

benefit,
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benefic. And fince good Divines have
made this drgument againft deniers of the
Refurreion , that it 1s eafier for God to
recollect the Principles, and Elements of
our bodies, howfoever they be fcattered,
then it was acfirf to create them of nos
thing, ¥ cannot doubt , but that any di-
firactions or diverfions in the ways of my
hopes ; »will be eafier to your Lord(hipto
reunite ; then it was to create them, Efpe-
cially fince you are already fo near per-
feting them , thac 1f it agreed with your
Lord{hips purpofes , I fhould never wifh
other ftation, then fuch 25 might make me
ftill, and onely ;

Your Lordfhips
- Moft bumble and devoted fervant

J. Doane,

To
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To the Hondirable Knight Sir R;bérc o
Karre. 2

SiR, b

Eft you fhould: think your felfe too:

much beholdingto your fortune, and
{o relie teo much upon her hereafter; [
am bold to'tell you , thatit is not onely

your good fertune that hath preferved you:

from the importunity of my vifits all this

time, Formy ill fortune, which is ftron-

ger ;/thenany mans good fortune, hath
concurredin the plotto keep us afunder,

by infecting one in my houfe with the

Mealels. But all that, is fo fafely over-
worne , that I dare, not onely defire to
puc my felfe into your prefence, buc by
your mediation , a- little farther. For,
efteeming, my felfe, byfo goodatitle , as
my Lords-own words | to be under his
providence, and care of my fortune, I
make it the beft part of my ftudieshow I
might eafe his Lordfhip by finding out

fomc-
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fomething for my felfe. Which, becaufeI
thinkeIhave dene, as though I1had done
him a fervice therein, [ adventure to defire
to fpeake with him, which I befeech you
to-advance, in addition to your many fa
vours and benefits to me;-And if you ha&
occafion to fend any of your fervantsto
thistown, to giveme notice, what times
are fitteft for meto waite, to. injoy your fa-
vour herein. My bufinefle is of that nature,
that lofle of time may make it much more
difficult , and may give courageto thell
fortune of

Your bumble [ervant

J: Donne:

B
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(To your felfes .o

SIR,

Makefhift to think that I promifed you
],this book of French Satys.1f Idid nor;yer
it may havee the grace of acceptacion ; botly
as it s avery forward and early fruie;fince:
iccomes beforeit was looked for ; and as:
iccomes from a good root ; which isan
importune defire o ferve you. Which
fince 1 faw from the beginning, thae [
fhould never do in any greatthing, it is
time to beginto try now , whether by of-

ten doing litcle fervices, Ican come to- -

wards any cquivalcncc. For, except I can
make arule of naturall philofophy, ferve
alfoinnrorall offices , that asthe ftrongeft
bodies are made of the(malleft particles, o
the firongeft friendfhips may be made of
often iterating fmall officioufnefes, Ifeel
can be good for nothing. Except you know
reafon tothe contrary ; Ipray deliver this
Letter according to the addrefle. It hathno
bufinefle,
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bufinefle, norimpottunity ; buras by our
Law ; aman may-be Felo defe ,)if b kill
himfelf, foIthinkamanmay beFurdefe,
ifhe feale himfelfe out of the memory of
them , which are content to harbour
him. And now I begin to beloath tobe
loft, fince I have afforded my felfe (ome
valuation and price, ever fince I received

the ffampe and impreflion of being
Your very humble and affeétiondte fervant

J. Donne.

To the Fonourable Kuight Sir Rabert Karre,,
Gent!emdnof his Highne(Jes Bed chamber.

SR,
' Havealways your leaveto ufe my liber-

ty, but now I muft ufe my bondage.
Which is my neceffity of obeying a pre-
contraétlaid upon me. I goto morrow to

Camberwell a mile beyond Southwark. But
from
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fromy this town goes with memyhrother|
Siv' Thoi Grimes and ‘his Lady,and I with
them: There we: dine wellenough I war-
fanc you, with his father:in-law; Sir Tho.
Fwit. 1f I keep mywhole piomife , I fhall
Preach both forenoonand-afternoon. Bug
1 will obey youir commandmients for my
return.If you ‘cannot be there by 10,do
not put yout felfe upon the way:- for, Siry
you have done me morehonour, ther I can
be worthy of, in mifsing 'me fo diligently.
Ican hopetohear M. Moulin again : or ru-
mitiate what I have heretofore heard. The
onely miffe thac I fhall have is of the ho-
nour of waiting upon you; which is fome=

what recompenled, if thereby you take

occafion of not putting not your felf to that
pain,tobe more affured of the inabilicies
e Y

Your ungworthy fervant

J. Donne.
To

- i —————
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To the Flonourable Knight, Sir
Robert Karre,

SIR,

I Sought you yefterday witha purpofe
of accomplifhing my health, by the
honour of kifling your hands. But I finde
by my going abroad, that as the firft Chri-
ftians were forced to admit fome Fewifh
Ceremonies, onely to burie the Synagogue
with honour, fo my Feaver will have fo
much reverence and refpect, as that Imuft
keep fometimes at home. I muft there-
fore be bold to put you to the pain of con-
fidering me.  If therefore my Lord upon
your deliverie of my laft Letter, faid no-
thing to you of the purpole thereof ; let me
tell you now, that 1t was, that in obedience
of his commandment, to acquaint him
with any thing which might advantage
me, I was bold to prefent that which I
heard, ‘which was that Six D. Carlton was

9 4 hkcly
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likely to bee removed from Venice, to the
States ; of whichif my Lord faid nothing
toyou, I befeech you adde thus much to
our many other Favours, to intreate my
Lord at his beft commodity, to afford mee
the favour of fpeaking with him. But if
hee have already opened himfelfe fo farre
toyou, as that you may take knowledge
thereof to him, then you may eafe him of
thattrouble of giving mee an Audience,
by troubling your felfe thus much'more
astotell him 1n my behalfe, and from
mee, thatthough Sir D. (arlton bee not
removed , yet that place with the Scates
lying open, there is a faire field of exer-
cifing his favour towards mee, and of con-
fticuting a Fortune to mee, and ( that
which is more ) of a meanes for mee to
doe him particular fervices:  And Sir, as
I doethroughly fubmit theend and effet
of all Projects to his Lordfhips will, fo
doe I this beginning thereof | to your
Advice and Counlfell | if you thinke
mee capable of it : as, for your ewne

fake,
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fake, I befeechyoute doe, fince you have
admitted mee for

Your bumble [ervant
J. Donne,

To the Honowed Kmght, Sir
- Robert Karre.

S LRy
I Amend to no purpofe, nor have any

ufe of this inchoation of health, which
1 finde, except I preferve my roome, and
ftation in you. I beginne to bee paft
hope of dying : And 1 feele that a litcle
ragge of Monte Magor, which I read laft
time I was 1n your Chamber , hath
wrought prophetically upon mee, which
1s, that Death came fo faft towards mee,
that the over-joy of that recovered mee.
Sir, I meafure not my health by my ap-
petite, but onely by my abilitie to come
to kiffe your hands: which fince 1 can-
not hope in the compafle of a few dayes,
04q:2 1be-

A S e m—————
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I befeech you pardon mee both thefein-
trufions of this Letter, and of that with-
in it. And though Schoole-men dif-
pute , whether a married man dying,
and being by Miracle raifed again, muft
bee remarried ; yet let your Friendfhip
( which is 2 Nobler learning ) bee con-
tent to admit mee, after this Refurrecti-
on, to beeftill that which 1 wasbefore,
and fhall ever continue,

Yowr moft bumble and - thankfull
Servant
J. Donne,

20! Mar.
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To the Fonourable Kuight , Sir
Robert  Karre.

Sir,

\/ HenI was almoft at Court, I met

the Princes Coach : I thinkel o-
beyed your purpofes beft therefore, in
comming hither. I amfure [ provided
beft for my felfe thereby ; fince my beft de-
gree of underflanding is to bee governed
by you. I befeech you give meean affig-
nation where I may wait upon you at your
commoditie this Evening. Till the per-
formance of which commandment from.
you, T reft here in the red Lion.

Your very thankefull and aff. Etionate
Servant
J. Donne..

043 To

r—————...
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To the Hononrable Knight, Sir Robert Karre,

5iin,

Was lothrto bee the onely man who

fhould have no parcin this great Fefti-
vall ; I thought therefore to celebrate
that well, by {pending fome patt of 1t in
your company. This made mee feck you
againe this after.noone , though I were
guilty to my felfe of having done fo every
day fince your comming. I confefle fuch
an importunity is worthy to be punifhed
with fuch a miffing; yet, becaufe it isthe
likelieft reparation of my Fortunes to hope.
upon Reverfions, I would be glad of that
Ticleinyou : that, after folemnities, and
bufinefles, and pleafures be pafled over, my
time may come, and you may afford fome
of your laft leifures to

Your affectionate and humble [ervamt
4 Novemb.

J: Donne.
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To the Honourable Knight , Sir
Roessrr KarrE,
Sir, '
Our mans hafte gives me the advan-
_ tage, that I am excufable ina fhort
’ Letter, elfe I {hould not pardon it to my
felfe. 1fhall obey your commandment of
comming fo neare you upon Michaelmas |
day, as by aMeflage to aske you whether
that or the next morning bee the fitteft to
follicite your further Favour. You un-’ |
derftand all Vertuefo well, as youmay be !
pleafed to call to minde what thankeful-
nefle and fervices are due toyou from me,
and beleeve them all to bee exprefled in }
this ragge of Paper, which gives you new |
aflurance, thatl amever |

Yowr moft bumble [ervant !
J. Donne.
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To your felfe.

HE ¥

F [ {hall never be able to do you any reall
Ifervicc, yetyoumay make this profic of
me , thatyoube hereafter more cautelous
in receiving into your knowledge , per-
fons fo ufelefle, and importune. But be-
fore you come to fo perfect a knowledge of
me, as to abandon me, go forward in
your favoursto me, fofarre, as to deliver
this Letter according to the addrefle, I

* think I fhould not come nearer his prefence

then bya Letter : and Tam fure, Iwould .
come no other way ; but by you. Be you
therefore pleafed, by thele noble favoursto
me, tocontinuein me the comfort which
Ihave in being

Your very humble and thankfull [ervant

Drury houfe, 23 Sept,
J. Donne.

To
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Tothe Right Honourable Sir Robert Karre.

ST
Few hours afcer I had the honourof
- A\ your Letter , Thad another from my
Lord of Bath and Wells, commanding
from the King a Copy of my Sermon. I
am in preparations of that) with diligence,
yet this morning [ waited upon his Lord-
fhip, and laid up in him this truth | thatof
the B. of Canterburies Sermon, to this hour,
I never heard fyllable, nor what way, nor @
upon what points he went : And for mine,
it was put into that very order , in which
1 delivered it, more then two moneths
fince. Freelytoyou Ifay, I wouldl were
alittle more guilty: Onely mine innocency
makes me afraid. 1 hoped for the Kings
approbation heretofore in many of my Ser-
mons; and Thave had ic. Buc yefterdayI
came very near looking for thanks; for, in
my life, T was never in any onepeece, fo
ftudious of his fervice. Therefore, excepti-
Ry ons

e mm——




306 Letters to feverall

; ons being taken , and difpleafure kindled
at this,Iam afraid, 1t was rather brought
thither , then met there. If you know any
more, fit for me, ( becaufe I hold that unfic
for me , to appear in my Mafters fight,as
long as this cloud hangs,and therefore, this
day forbear my ordinary waitings) I be-
feech you to intimate it to

Your very bumble and very thankfull (ervant

J. Donne.

To the Right Honourable Sir R obert Karre,,
at.Court.

Sux,
I Humbly thanke you:, forthiscontinu-
ing me 1n your memory, and enlarging
mefofar, astothe memory of my Sove-
raign,and (I hope ) my Mafter. My Tenets
are always , forthe prefervation of the Re-
ligion
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ligionI was born in; and thepeace ofthe
State, and the re&ifying of the ConfCience;
in thefe I fhall walke , and asIhave from
youa new feal thereof, in this Letter, {o 1
had ever evidencein mine own obfervati.
on, that thefe ways were truly, as they are
juftly, acceptable in his Majefties eare. Our
blefled Saviour mulciply unto him all blef
fings ; Amen.

Your very true and intire fervant in Chr. Jef-

J. Donne.

Tothe Right Fonourable Sir Robert Karre,

at Court.

SIR,

Was this morning at your door, fome-
Iwhat eatly; ‘and I am put into fucha
diftafte of mylaft Sermon, as thatI dare
not practife any pare of it, and therefore
though 1{aid then , that weare bound to

Rr 2 fpeake

L




Letters to feverall

fpeake aloud, though we awaken men,
and makethem froward , yec after twoor
three modeft knocks at the door , I went
away. Yet'I underftood after, the King
was goneabroad, and thought you might
be gone with him. I cameto giveyouan
accountof that, which this does as well.
Fhave now put into my Lord of Bath and
Wells hands the Sermon faithfully: exferei-
bed.I befeech you be pleafed to hearken far-
ther after it;f am fill upon my jealoufie,chat
the King brought thither fome difaffeti-
ontowards'me , grounded upon fome o-
ther demerit of mine, andtook it notfrom:

the Sermon. For, as Card. (ufanus wrica -

Baook Crubratio Alchorani | T have cribrated,
andre cribated,and poft-cribated. the Ser-
mon, and muft neceffarily (ay, the King
who hath let fall his eye upon fome of my
Poems, never (aw, of mine, 2hand, oran
eye, or an afte&ion  fetdown with {o much
ftudy; and diligence,andlabour of fyllables,
as-in this Sermon F exprefled thofe two
peints, which I-take {o much to conduge
to
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to his fervice, the imprinting of perfuafi-

bility and obedience in the fubje&, And

the breaking of the bed of whifperers, by
cafting ina bone, of making them fifpect
and diftruft one another. I remembet I
heard the old King fay of 2 good Sermon,
that he thought the Preacher never had
thought of his Sermon, till he fpoke it ; it
feemed to him negligently and extemporal«
ly {poken. ' And L knew that he had weigh:
ed every (yllable, for halfe a year before,
which made me conclude, that the King
had before, fome: prejudiccupon him. So;
thebeft of my hope s, that fome overbold
allufions, or exprefsions in the way, might
divert his Majefty,from youchfafing to ob-
ferve the frame,and purpofe of the Sermon.
When he fees the generall fcope,. I hope his
goodnefle will pardon collaterall'efcapes.I
intreated the B. to aske his Majefty, whe-
ther his difpleafure extended fo farre; as that
1(hould forbear waiting; and appearingin
his prefence; and [ had a return, that I
might come. T1ll Thad that, I would not
Rr 3 offer
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offer. to put. my felf under your roof: To
day 1come, for that purpofe, to fay prayers.
Andif,inany degree, my health fuffer ic, I
fhall do fo, to morrow. If any thing fall in-
to your obfervation before that, (becaufe
the B. is likely to (peake to the King of it,
perchance , this night ) if it amount to
fuch an increafe of difpleafure, as that it
might be unfic for meto appear, 1 befeech
you afford me theknowledge. Otherwile,
Iamlikely to inquire of you perfonally, to
morrow before nine inthe morning,and
to put into your prefence then

Your very humblé and very true, and -

very boneft [ervant to God and
the King and you

J. Donne.

Luwrityefterday tomy L. Duke, bymy
L. Catlile,whoaffured meof a gracious ac-
ceptation of my putting my [elf in his pro-

tection,

e —
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Tothe Right Flonourable Sir Robert Karre,

at (our,

SiR, :

IFlfhould refufe the liberty which you

enlarge to me, of eating in your cham-
ber, you might fufpect that I referved it for
greater boldnefles, and would not fpend
itin this. But, in good faith; I do not eat
before, nor can afeer, till I have been at
home; fo much hath my this years debi-
lity difabled me,even for receiving favours.
After the Sermon, T will fteal into my
Coach home,and $ray that my good pur-
pofe may be well accepted, and my defects
gracioufly pardoned. Amen,

Yowr's intirely

J. Donne:..

Tuaill be at your chamber af one after noan.

To
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To the Right Elonourable Sir R obert Karre,
at Court,

SiR,
Purfued my ambition of having the ho-
Inour to kifle your hands fome where,
fo farre | as to inform my felfe occafional-
ly of my great neighbour. And I perceive
he is under an 1nundation of uncertain
commers , which he cannot deveft, ex-
cept I had your leave , to {peake plainto
him. Afecond incenvenienceis,that heis
fodeafe, that we muft fpeak to the whole
houfe, if we will {péike tohim. Anda
third is, that I am 1na riddling, rather
a juggling indifpofition , faft and loofe,
and therefore dare not ftirre farre. Yet Sir,
I am notthereby unfit to receive the honor
of feeing you here, if greater bufineffe have
not overcome, or worn out, your for-
mer inclinablenefle to come into thefe
quarters, If you fhall be pleafed to fay to
myman, that you will make as though
1o
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you dined with meto day,and come,if your
bufineffe require your going to his Lord-
{hip | you may dine with him, after you
have fafted with me. Today, oranyday,
which may be more yours, I aske it of
you with all earneftnefle | on this fide im-
portunity, which is the deteftation of

Your bumbleft and thankfullef} fervant

J- Donne.

To the Right Honourable Sir R obert Karre,
at Court,

STK,
His morning I have received a figni-
fication from my Lord Chamber-
laine, that his Majefty hath commanded
to motrows Sermon at S. James; And that
it is in the after-noon; (for, into my
mouth there muft not enter the word after-

dinner, becaufe that day thereenters no
sy dinner
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dinner into my mouth.) Towardsthe
time of the fervice, L aske your leave, that
may hide my felfe in your out-chamber.
Or if bufinefle, or privatenefle, or compa-
ny make that inconvenient, that you will
be pleafed to affigne fome fervantof yours
to fhew me the Clofet, when I come to
your chamber. Thave no other way there,
butyou; whichIfay not,as thoughIhad
not aflurance enough therein , but becaufe
yot have too much trouble thereby; norl
have no other end there, then the Pulpic:
you are my ftation,and that my exaltation,
And inboth, Ifhall ever endevour, to keep
you from being forry for having thought
well of, or being afhamed of having tefti-
fied well for

Your poor and very true
Jervant.in Chr, Jef.

1. Donne.

Ts
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To the Honourable Knight Sir Robert Karre,

at Court.

R
Have obeyed the formes of our Church

of Panls fo much, asto have beena fo-
lemn Chriftmas man, and tryed conclufi-
ons upon my felfe , how I could fit out the
fiege of new faces, every dinner. Sothat I
have not{een the B. in fome weeks. And
I know not whether he be in cafe, to afford
that privacy, which you juftly defire. This
day,Iam in my bondage of entertaining.
Suppers I prefume,are inconvenient to you.
But this evening I will {pic upon the B.and
giveyouan account to morrow morning
of his difpofition; when, if he cannot be
intire to you, {inceyou are gone fo farre
downwardsin your favours to me be plea-
fed to purfue your humiliation fo farreas
to chufe your day, and either to fuffer che
folitude of this place, or to change it, by
fuch company, as fhall waite upon you,
2N and
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and come asa vifitorand overfeer of this
Hofpitall of mine, and dine or fipat this
miflerable chezmey.

Your humbleft and thankfullef? fervans

4 fan. 1616.
J. Donne.

Tomy Noble friend M¥s Cokain ag
Athburne,

Sy nobleft fifter,
Ue that it 1s fweetned by your
Bcommand, nothing could tronble me
maore, then to write jof my felf. Yet, 1
would have it known 1 muft write it my
felf; for,Ineithertell children,nor fervants,
my ftace. I thave never good temper , nor
good pulfe; nor good appetite, nor good
floep. ¥er,l have fo muchleafureto recol-
leét mydelf, as that 1 can.chinke Fhave been
long thus; ior ioften thus. 1.am net alive,
becaufe

—— =
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becaufe T have nothad enough upon meto
kill me, but becanfe it pleafes- God to pafle
me through many infirmities before he
take me eitherby thofe particular remem-
brances, to bring me to pamicular repen-
tances, or by them to give me hope ofhis
parcicular mercies in heaven. Therefore
have I'been moreaffeéted with Coughs in
vehemence, mote ‘with deafeneflfe, more
with toothach, more with the yurbah, then
heretofore. All this mellows me for hea-
ven, and {o ferments me in this world, as I
fhall need nolong concoétionin the grave,
but haften to therefurrection. Not onely
tobe nearerthat grave, but to.be nearer to
the fervice of the Church, as long as I fhall
be ableto do any, 1 purpole, God willing,
to be ac London, withina fortnighe after your
recett of this, aswell becaule 1am under
the obligation of preachingac Pauls upon
Candlemas day;as becaule Iknow nothing
to the contrary, but that I may be called to
Court, for Lent fervice ; and my witnefle

1sin heaven, that [ never lefc out S.Dunflans,
8L5 when
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when I was able to do them that fervice;
nor will now ; though they that know the
ftate of that Church well, know thatI am
not fo bound, as the world thinks,to preach
there; for, I make not a fhilling profit of
S. Dunftans as a Church-man, but asm, L.
of Dorfet gave me the leafe of the Impropri-
ation, for a certain rent, and a higher reat,
thé my predeceffor had it at. This I am fain
tofay often, becaufe they that know it no,
have defamed me, of a defeivenefs to-
wards that Church; and even that mifta-
king of theirs I ever have, and ever fhallen-
devourto rectific ; by as often preachin

there,as my condition of body will admic.
All our company here is well, but not at
home now,when I write; for, left I{hould
not have another return to London, before
the day of your Carrier, I write this,and reft

15 Jan,1630. * )
Abrey-harch, Your very affectionate [ervant,
and friend, and biother
J. Donne,

THE END.
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