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West Texas, The

Land of Opportunities.

Pear Orchard near Clyde.

Callahan County
The Eastern section of Callahan County, and
the country surrounding Chautauqua and ex-
tending either way from the Clearfork of the
Brazoo to the Pecan Bayou. Herein lies some
as fine black land as will be found in any part of

Callahan County, Texas

our great State. The land resembles very much
the best lands of Ellis and other black land count-
ties, bothin color and nature of the soil. The
grass is of the mesquite variety and is thickly
set, while the timber growth consists of mesquite
of sufficient size for posts and wood, besides there

Wheat Field near Chautauqua, Texas
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The Land of Opportunities.

areseveralstreams,
namely, Hubbard
Deep Mexia, and
Battle Creek -
therto the east, all
of which afford a
plentiful supply of
pure, fresh water
the year around,
with all the fish
any angler would
wish for, and
these

studded
hackberry,
elm and pecan, the
last named more
numerous than the
other named trees,
and when cared for
will prove a very
pmﬁ table c

fcxu]c, being pra
tically all val
land, f and s
]h y,and pos-
sibly 200 feet average lower than the lands lying
around Baird, six miles west. This land pro-
duces excellent wheat, oats, cotton, corn and
fruit of the more long lived rieties. There is
cotton around Chautauqua this year which will
produce one bale per: After suffering severe
st of June, some wheat pro-
per acre
Chautauqua is located near the center of the
county and about midway between Abilene and
Cisco, and surrounded by very rich lands, which
already carry a great many settlers and will soon

Bird's-eve view of Chautauqua from Chautauqua Park, Ward Park Lake in the foreground

Lake in Ward Park, Chautauqua, Texas

be made a nice little town and trading point
In addition to having such good farm lands sur-
rounding it, it has the advantage of an everlast
ing water supply from the creek near by and is
undoubtedly within the coal measures and with
some development can be made an interesting
proposition in that line. It is also included in
the gas belt extending northeast from Brown
County, Texas, into Kansas. Natural gas and
some oil have been developed along this belt
in sufficient quantities to guarantee much inter-
est in future prospecting, and besides near
Chautauqua is
some hills of shale
that only await in-
vestigation by cap-
ital to be converted
into the manufa
ture of tile brick
and Portland ce-
ment

Finest climate in
Texas




West Texas, The Land of Opportunities.

Misrepresenting West Texas

There has been two active but antagonistic
elements in Western , the live stock inter-
est, contending that the country was adapted
to stock raising only, and the quasi-agricultural
element, contending that the country was es-
pecially adapted to farming. The conversion of
the ranges into farms was a transformation
necessarily adverse to the interests of the cattle-
men and the cattlemen did just what any other
class of people would have done under the same
circumstances—bestirred themselves to put a
stop toit. To show the character of advertising
Western Texas was getting we reproduce clip-

ping taken from a certain daily paper published
in Texas

“Gloomy Prospects—Mr. B—, a prominent
stock man of C—, is registered at the —. Speak-

ing of conditions in his section of country, Mr.
B—- said: ‘Everything is in mighty bad shape
in my section just at present. We have had an
unusually dry spring and summer, and unless we
get rain in a few weeks and have a very late fall,
enabling grass to grow and mature, I do not see
how we are going to pull through the winter.
Quite a number of farmers have moved into that
country during the last two years and things are

Alfalfa Field, near Chautauqua, Texas

mighty squally for them. What little money
they had has been spent for improvements and
to live on, and now they are without money and
can’t get credit nor sell what they have at any
price. Many of them are pulling out, going
back East, where they can at least get work of
some kind and keep from starving. If we can
have a good rain and a late fall, cattle will do all
right, but so far as crops are concerned they are
hopelessly done for.””

Some Resources and Advantages of
Callahan County
Malaria unknown.
Fine public schools.'
A great diversity of soil.
Cool breezes J“ summer.

Snow storm:
As fine grass as Texas af ords

Has an immense crop of pecans

A cotton crop is a yearly certainty.

Six times as many births as deaths.

Has an abundance of wood and water.
Inexhaustable supply of fine building stone.
Has averaged thirty bushels of wheat to acre.
andy land equal to the East Texas fruit belt
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Persons Who Do Well By Coming
[to Texas)

The farmer, willing to till the soil.
_ Persons who are skilled in industrial, manu-
facturing or mechanical pursuits. {

Persons suffering from incipient consumption,
asthma, catarrh and nervous debility.

Persons wishing to secure first-class invest-
ments at wonderfully remunerative returns.

Persons who are in search of a healthful cli-
mate, superior soils and educational facilities.

Persons wishing to build themselves into big
business from small beginnings but with limited
means.

The industrious man of small means, who is
willing to till the soil and care for a few fine stock
around him.

Persons who love a semi-tropical section with
all its fruits and flowers, combined with all that
northern climes produce.
sons who prefer to mingle with psople who
riving to push themselves ahead in the
_business world, strictly on business principles.

Persons desirious of settling their children in
healthful, productive localities in the grandest
State in the Union, and in the section with the
greatest future.

In soil there is much diversity. The man
who has sandy land and has learned its advan-
tages thinks no other quite so fertile as his own
while the black or red land farmer is just as sure
that he has the best of it in every way. Each

has learned to properly appreciate the value of
his particular kind of soil. and all do well when
they work their land as it should be done.

Strange But True

MILTON EVERETT, IN SOUTHWEST INVESTOR.

Do you know that a producing empire vaster
than all the New England States is rapidly de-
veloped in West Texas; that stretching for three
hundred miles westward as the Texas & Pacific
railway goes hundreds of thousands of acres of
virgin soil are for the first time feeling the touch
of the plow, the lodestone that draws commerce
from the ends of the earth? A'great territory—
a million acres of land accessible to transporta-
tion facilities, has been found to rival the San
Joaquin Valley for fruits and the Brazos bottom
for cotton. Westward from Eastland County
to Midland two million dollars will come from
cotton alone this year. Another million form-
erly spent for meat supplies, provender and table
luxuries saved by the miraculous scratching of
the plow point! And the work of the plow not
vet even begun in earnest. - A man buys a farm
and receives out of the abundance of nature
enough to pay for it. He wakes up after the
summer harvest to find his farm paid for, and,
if that were not enough, has its value doubled.

We buy grapes from California, pears from
Michigan, apples from Missouri—next year all
of them from West Texas. West Texas, for
which is the mart, established and unafraid. A
West Texas county,Callahan, this year gets first
prize at the Fair—secures the precious persim-
mon of pre-eminence. For what? Long-horn
steers? Nit! For the best agricultural exhibit!
It almost seems like heresy to say it. Ten years
ago a fellow would have been put in a straight-
jacket for repeating a rumor to this effect.
Best horticultural exhibit?—also from West
Texas! And also, alas and

alack! these West Texas
folks have had the cheek to
take the prize for the big-
gest watermelons! These
people from a town out
there called Midland, whom
we thought sisted on
condensed milk and jerked
beef, actually take away
from under our very noses
all the honor for water-
melons and “‘such like.”
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The Midland Country

It is perfectly safe to say that 90 per cent of
Midland Country and many of the counties ad-
joining are tillable lands and productive. The
soil is of a rich, red, sandy loam nature, with a
heavy clay foundation

That it will produce half a bale of cotton to
the acre on an average has been proven beyond
any question of doubt od cotton’ yield-
ed two-thirds of a bale, and it is well known
that one fman can cultivate here four to six

res of land to one back East, a do it with

less tiresome labor

It is not well that we bore the reader with
elaborate descriptions, for of late people are too
well posted as to conditions of the West to read
them with interest. An illustration as to the
productiveness and resources of the Midland
Country, however, may not be amiss

Last year one farmer two or three miles from
town, A. M. Cobb, by name, planted ten acres
in cotton. He planted too deep and failed to

VARIETIES OF PRODUCTS FROM FARM OF J. F. BUSTIN, NORTH OF ODESSA, TEXAS

All Gathered the same day, September 30, 1906.—This is an ** Eye-Opener

to people who have been told that this is a Catlle Country exclusively
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Products from Farm of Mr. T. B. Roberts, near Midland,

get a good stand. He went over and replanted
in watermelons. In the summer and fall he
marketed over $500 worth of watermelons and
$200 worth of cotton. A pretty good yield for
ten acres, is it not? And yet, not one drop of
water did this patch get except by rainfall.
There are hundreds of thousands of acres indenti-
cally the same as this in the Midland Country;
for sale, too, and ranging in price from $8 to
It this not cheap land? Is there not
here a rich field for investment?

California is' not to be compared with the
Midland Country in the production of fruit of
extra quality and flavor. We have seen single
clusters of grapes, with not a faulty grape in
them, which weighed from two and a half to
four pounds.

No country ever produced finer peaches than
this. We have seen and eaten them that meas-
ured from eleven to thirteen inches in circum-
ference, and they were as delightfully flavored
as one could de

Fruit never fails to mature perfectly.

The

Texas

apple, the pear, the peach, and the plum, all in
their many varieties, do equally well here and
seem in their natural element for the most per-
fect development, while the production of the
watermelon is the wonder of all comers to the
Midland Country. We have seen wagonloads
of them ranging in weight to 75 pounds, while
our production of vegetables is becoming equally
wonderful.

Two pumpkins were brought in last fall, by
the man who grew them. They grew on onc
vine, and were the largest and smallest of seven
that grew on this vine. One weighed 94 and
the other 107 pounds. This we know to be true
w them weighed.
are a few of many instances of what the
country has and what it will do, and if such proof
is not convincing and conclusive, then one must
certainly be beyond the power of argument and
blind to the knowledge of fact

Without in any pu\un] r exaggerating, the
Midland Country to-day is an ideal one. Out on
our broad expanse of rolling,undulating prairies
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Ranch and Three-Year-Old Orchard “f H. M. Peaues, Three Miles North of Odewa, Texas

nature has seemed to do her prettiest, covering
the earth with a mantle of green, and upon which
proud herds of royal blood, their silken coats
glistening in the sunshine, feast to fullness and
when done lie down in lazy comfort to enjoy the
rich cuds they have stored since early morn.

All men are lovers of nature’s handiwork,
and the day has now long gone by since it was
known that the West was adorned by a pattern
exclusive to the West, and that there are yet
secrets hidden in her rich, deep, red sandy loam
soil, and protected by her thick clay foundation
that will one day be laid bare and astonish the
World at large.

It could not be other than this, for it is in line
with the precedent established by the ages.
From the dawning of civilization the march of
progression has been Westward,and as the marts
of the World have advanced onward and on-
ward, ever toward the Orient from which they
sprang, greater and more wonderful have been
the secrets unfolded by nature; and greater and
yet greater must they continue to be until the
West is no more; until nature’s battlements,
built strong to guard her precious secrets, shall
have been torn asunder, and her treasures yield-
ed to the comfort of man.

That day is coming. Already it has dawned
in the Midland Country, and in the light of this
early morn, realities, not fancies, confront us in
images of gold, and all nature sings her songs
of hope. To the horny-handed son of the sod,
she smiles in sweet witchery and bids him come
and partake of her comforts; to the man of mid-
dle circumstances her demureness is indicative
of peace and plenty; and to the man of wealth
she is draped in regal garb, proud of her charms,
and her graceful beckoning shimmers in the
sunshine and her welcome is golden.

Odessa and Ector County

Ector County is located on the Southern edge
of the great Staked Plains of Texas and is situ-
ated in decidedly the pleasantest climate on the
Plain or for that matter in the State. Owing
to its altitude it is very pleasant throughout
the summer, owing to its latitude (it being about
that of Southern Navarre County) the winters
are very mild, in fact almost if not quite equal
to the famous Southern California Country. It
rarely snows and when it does, the snow disap-
pears in less than twenty-four hours;as a rule it
melts as fast as it falls.  Ector County has long
been known by the cattle men as the most favor-
ed portion of the State for breeding and develop-
ing purposes, cattle or other stock never requir-
ing feed either winter or summer, doing well all
the year on the native grasses of which there are
a great number of varieties. There are more
registered cattle in Ector and adjoining counties
than in any other portion of like size in the State.

For these reasons the cowman has discouraged
the man with the hoe to such an extent that he
has been kept back until recent years and he is
Jjust now seeing the great possibilities of the soil
and has gone to work, and farms are being open-
ed up everywhere and the farmer is now making
the country look as if some one lived in and in-
tended to remain. The soil is particularly
adapted to raising Indian corn, milo maize, Kaffir
corn, sorghum, millet and cotton, and the farm-
ers are so much encouraged from their experience
of last year and the year before that they are
putting in large crops this year, some having in
as much as 100 acres in cotton alone this season
as well as feed crops and vegetables of all kinds
which do exceedingly well anywhere on the
plains. The rainfall of Ector County is sufficient
for all crops that have yet been tried, it being
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about the same as at Amarillo or elsewhere on
the plains. The soil, climate and altitude seem
to be peculiarly adapted to the growth of trees
of any kind when properly cultivated and at-
tended to, particularly fruit trees have been
thoroughly tested and have proven a complete
success, the list of the different fruits that can
be successfully raised here is probably not ex-
ceeded anywhere in the state or the United
States; apples, pears, cherries, peaches, apricot
plums, almonds, figs, quinces, grapes, currants
and in fact any kind of fruit tree or vine that
can be grown anywhere North of the tropical
zone. The fruit grows to a very large size and
is pronounced of better flavor than that raised
elsewhere, particularly peaches and apricots.
In our opinion it will not be long before Ector

Apple Orchard at M. D. Herbert's Farm, near Odessa, Texas

County will forge to the front as a commercial
fruit country as several land owners are now pr
paring to put out large commercial orchards
and they will not be confined to any particular
fruit as all do equally well. The soil is a deep
red sandy or chocolate loam and is very pro-
ductive. Watermelons, pumpkins, potatoes and
in fact anything that grows on a vine seem to be
a natural product of the soil and yield enormous
crops.

The climate is simply superb, the health can-
not be surpassed in the State or the United States
and the water is as good as anywhere on the
plains and that is saying a good deal and it can
be had at a depth of from 60 to 100 feet in inex-
haustable quantities. All kinds of crops are
now in a flourishing condition, cotton particular-
ly which bids fair to make a first class crop. The
farmers have always been able to raise any
amount of feed crops, on the South plains. The

Cornfield, Farm of N. G. Buchanan, near Odessa, Texas

ed with suc-
ing the farmer a crop
which is always money at some price and the
price under the present conditions is always
good. Odessa, the capital of Ector County, is
a thriving little town of about one thousand
souls, it has a fine brick school house and a
school of some 150 scholars and is conducted by
Prof. J. H. Rotramel, and tm-w\nmn s for ten
months in the year. We have a ,000.00
stone court house, two hotels, one restaurant,
three stores, and several mercantile establish-
nts of a lesser nature, a grain and hay store,
ery and sale stable, two wagon yards, sever-
al church organizations, but one building (the
Baptist) other denominations are preparing to
build, we also have a national bank and one of
the best and newsiest county papers in the State.
The citizens of Odessa are public spirited and are
enthusiastic over the building up of the town and
county and offer inducements to any kind of an
honorable enterprise, and will give a lot to any
church or school organization that will build on
it inside of one year. Good land can yet be
bought very cheap but is growing in value very
fast, but now ranges from $6 per acre in some
parts of the county to $10 and $15 for the best
land close in and well located and improved.

seasons are long, cotton can be r
cess thereby guarante

Falls on Pecos River, Grand Falls, Tex.
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Ay g1 i n

Flume Across Pecos River, Barstow, Tex.

What Has Been Done
West Texas

at Barstow,

Remember irrigation in West Texas is a com-
aratively new thing fach irrigation district
presents new problems which take time to solve.

3arstow has had its years of trial and experi-
ment and has won out. Irrigation in the Pecos
Valley is no longer an experiment, it is a success.

The dam where the water is taken out of the
Pecos riveris only 15 miles above Barstow. The
peculiar condition of the river bed makes it pos-
sible to take the water out with a small and in-
expensive dam and a short ditch, and to utiliz

the water almost at once. The water is taken
out on the west side and flumed over to the Bar-
stow lands, and returned to the river some 12

miles below the town

Barstow lrrigation Co.'s Flume and a Spillway in same.

The main canal
some 9,000

and laterals carry water to
acres of land now in cultivation.
There are 20,000 acres more under the ditch
which are as yet uncultivated for lack of hands
to till the soil.

T)n-

Government has had a river guage for
ars at the station at the flume, the reports
]m\\ (]mt abundant water passes down the river
to gate all the land under this ditch. The
wmbh m M taking the water to the land is solved.

To quote from an article in the New South

Barstow Irrigation Co.'s Main Line Canal

West describing the irrigated lands at Barstow,
it says: ““Of the 9,000 acres now in cultivation,
about 6,500 are planted in cotton. The maxi-
mum yield has been one and three-fourths bales
to the acre, on land which had been enriched by
plowing alfafa. under. Four hundred acres are
planted in alfalfa. The average number of cut-
tings is five, one ton per acre is the average yield
to the cutting.

““The price during the season ranges from $8.00
to $20.00 a ton, averaging $12.00. It is said
that the cost of producing a ton, including water
rate, cutting, hauling, baling, etc., is three dollars.
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Pecos River and Main Canal, Grand Falls, Tex

“The present acreage in fruit is 550 acres in
grapes, 200 in peaches, 100 in pears, and 200 in
cantaloupes. The oldest vineyard in the district
is the Rancho de los Alamos. There are 100
acres of bearing vines, 40 acres planted in 1899,
and 60 in 1902. This ranch produces 15,000
crates (20 pounds to the crate) évery year a
they are sold at an average price of $1.
crate:!

uccessful Irrigation

At Grand Falls, miles below Barstow, on
the Pecos river, is another irrigation system in
successful operation. The principal crops are
those that bring the quickest returns, cotton and
alfalfa, and some small grain, and other feéd
crops. The canal leads the water from the river
to a point about 12 miles above the town, with
the latterals it can reach some 20,000 acses of
land. About 6,000 are now in cultivation
There are several young vineyards started and
doing well.

Grand Falls occupies a beautiful valley which
seems to have been specially designed by nature
for irrigating. It is seven miles long by three
broad, and has sufficient fall to insure good drain-
age

Betwe
is now in process to water the
valley above the ystem, which is
beyond the reach of the present capacity of the
Barstow canal.

n Barstow and Grand Falls a new ditch
of construction

rk These Facts

The success at Barstow
The progress at Grand Falls
The inception of a new project at Big Valley

What do they mean?

[hey prove that in the opinion of those who
are on the spot to judge and have seen the test
ience applied, the Valley
in West Texas is an exceptionally good field for
irrigation-farming and fruit-growing

There is lime and plaster in the Loving County
hills. There is another industry in Ward County
which is worthy of attention

There is

of actual exper Pecos

a bed of sandstone there of such ex

cellent quality that is was shipped to Roswell
for tl

It was chosen, on account of
a building material and it
it San
pub
1d bank at Barstow are built of this
The main quarry is near the T. &. P. R
R. five miles cast of Barstow. We have a sec-
ion joining the quarry on the north

The State Geol. Rep.,Vol. 3says: ‘“These sand-
stone strata extend about 16 miles southward,
gradually getting lower until they run under
the edge of the plains. They are shipped to
listant points of the State for building purposes.

With this magnificent store of building stone
and the plaster and lime of the Loving County
hills, we have at hand the best of material for
permanent improvements, homes, public build-
wm in
‘Red

> big dam
ods qualities a
beautiful appearance, for the courthous
Antonio and Texarkana [he courthouse
lic
stone

schoo

ings, schools, dams, reservoirs, etc., and
dustry that may be developed until the
Sandstone of the Pecos Valley' shall be as wide-
ly and as favorably known as the Brown Stone
fronts Fifth Avenue, the ranite of New
Hampshire or the marble of Vermont.

of

Cotton’ Field, Grand Falls, Tex
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Threshing Oats, Grand Falls, Tex

Pecos Valley Beats California

In a paper headed “Report of Sam H. Dixon,
Chief Department of Horticulture, St. Louis
Exposition.” is given the following description
of Pecos Valley Fruits: ‘This great exhibit
clearly demonstrated the adaptability of our
soil and climate to the perfect development of
the grape the muscat, the malaga, tokay,
and cornishons exhibits by the several growers
at Barstow, Ward County, Texas, were the
finest type, of large bunch and berry, and in
flavor superior to those of any other state. The
success achieved clearly demonstrates that that
section has the advantage in cultivation of the
grape over any section of the United States.
California is the nearest competitor. Barstow
growers, being 1,200 miles nearer the market
and their fruit coming in from three to six weeks
earlier, gives the [um growers an advantage
which cannot be overcome.”

From the same paper: “Mr. C. E. Pierce of
Barstow, also forwarded us a shipment of E
bertas which were far above the ordinary. These
peaches were grown under irrigation and in ap-
pearance very much resembled the E
sent from Grand Junction, Colorado. They
were not quite as large but equally as firm and
as highly colored. Ine \quwu an.n they were
superior to the Colorado product.

From another: “The growing of Rocky Ford
Cantaloupes was started in Barstow in 1901
Since that time an average of about 30 carloads

are shipped each year, the fruit selling at $1.08
a standard crate. The net profit runs from
§30.00 to $100.00 an acre and it takes about
three acres of fruit to load a car.” One who
has not tasted these melons, cannot have any
idea of the peculiarly rich and delicious flavor
that the Pecos Valley soil gives. They are un-
questionably the finest melon of the kind grown
anywhere and need only to be introduced in any
market to be in instant demand

These facts above quoted show something of
what irrigation with the soil and climate
Pecos Valley can do and has done
b It will surprise many in our State to hear that
there is here in Texas a soil, climate and water
that will in combination, produce superior fruit
to that raised in the far-famed fields of Califor-
nia and Colorado. They will say, why have we

Grapes, Grand Falls, Tex.
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not heard of this before? Because the enter-

prise is young. But the time of trial and test
is over and the Pecos Valley comes to the front
and proudly shows to the world the products of
her vineyards, orchards, gardens, cotton fields
and alfalfa meadows, and says to the doubting
Thomases, ‘‘come, and see for yourself."

In talking with a cotton buyer recently in Bar-
stow he made this statement : “*There are but few
points in the cotton belw where cotton of a long
staple is grown suitable for thread, the Pecos
ley is one of these. Where improved seed
has been used in the Valley, they raise a cotton
with a staple from 14 to 1} inches. I can give
two cents more a pound for this cotton than I
can give for the ordinary staple.”

About West Texas

Only a few years since has West Texas be-
come known as the best portion of the Lone
Star State for diversified farming. TFor years
and years the outside world looked upon West
Texas as one vast area of country unfit for any-
thing except for cattle ranchers. A wonderful
transformation has taken place within the past
few years, and now the “man with the hoe is
weeding out the cattleman, and the big ranches
are being supplanted by small farms. The cat-
tleman is being made rich by the enhanced value
of his lands, while the farmer is congratulating
himself upon settling in a country where “life is
really worth the living,"” and he makes more
profit on less labor than is the case anywhere
on earth. Here a farmer can cultivate 100 acres
of land more easily than he can 35 acres in any
other part of Texas. This statement can be
verified Iw hundreds of farmers who have locat-
ed in West Texas, coming here from other parts
of the state.

Going West, the Texas & Pacific Railroad tra-
verses « territory that, practically speaking, is
yet undeveloped ; however, all along the line will
be found settlers who have experimented with
crops of all kinds and have been successful in
every instance. It is this particular section of
the State to which we invite the attention of
home-seekers and offer the following reasons
for so doing

1. We have short, mild wintc
ful summers. No malaria to

7

and delight-
cause chills and

fever, bilious fever, and such like. A good -cli
mate for people of weak lungs, the altitude being
from '_‘,UII(] to 4,000 feet above sea level.  There
are but very few days in the vear that are too
cold or too wet to work out of doors.  The cold-
est weather that we generally have is indicated
on the thermometer at 20 above zero. The
highest rise in thermometer is about 100 above,
then it is so moderated by the breeze that it is
not as oppressive in heat as it is in St. Louis at
80 degrees above Ve have no sunstrokes here

2. The people are intelligent, enterprising
and law-abidir Il the various religious de-
nominations are here. All shades of political
beliefs are here.  When a man comes to this
section, the only thing we care to know much
about is: is he steady, industrious and law-abid-
ing? Then we know he will be a good citizen, anc
that he will be a benefit to the country

Baling Alfalfa Hay, Grand Falls, Tex

3. The country is well watered as compared
with other sections west of the Mississippi river,
Surface water exists on most of the land; and
on almost every quarter section of land, with
$100 outlay, tanks can be made that will hold
water all the year.

4. The rainfall here is 20 to 30 inches per

annum, falling mostly during crop time. Do not
have but little rain through winter
5. There are several varieties of soil. These

soils are generally rich. The heavier soils will
make from 12 to 40 Inulu-k of wheat, and from
40 to 100 bushels of oats, owing to season and
work.  Will make 25 to 50 bushels of corn, 80
or more bushels of milo maize and several tons
of sorghum per acre. These latter products
are used for feed. Then we regard this country
as the best cotton country in all the cotton belt
and a young, industrious man can and does
cultivate 100 acres of land, save the hoeing

6. Good, free schools all over the country,
and collc

s as well
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7. Land can be bought for from $6.50 to
$18.00 per acre, owing to the quality, improve-
ments, quantity and distance from town and
railroads. As a speculation, investors in West
Texas lands will find that by buying at this time,
they will double their money within less than
three years.

Fruits and Vegetables
Any of this soil is adapted to the growth of
fruits and vegetables. In every county can be
seen orchards and vineyards, where peaches,
pears, apples, apricots, plums and different vari-
eties of grapes grow; and there is no soil that
produces more abundantly all kinds of vege-

tables, watermelons, cantaloupes, etc.

New Towns
New towns in West Texas, along the line of
the Texas & Pacific Railroad, are being estab-
lished and each is having a phenomenzl growth.
Town lots that were sold for a mere song, in some
instances are bringing fabulous prices.

Fruit Growing in West Texas

William Cooper, with one of the big Dallas
produce houses, said to a newspaper representa-
tive recentl

“I believe the season just passing has proven
to the Dallas fruit and produce man, as to his
fellows in trade over a good part of the State,
that West Texas, instead of the eastern part of
the State, as heretofore, is destined to furnish
the State’s output of fruit in the very near future.
It seems that the West Texas fruit is superior
to that from the black land regions, and the pub-
lic is gradually finding it out. We have kept
several good men in West Texas this year pur-
chasing fruit and have still been unable to supply
the demand of those who insist that the fruit
from this part of the State is better. On the
contrary, much of our East Texas fruit has
spoiled on our hands. Now, when it comes to
certain classes, East Texas does and always will
take the lead.”

There is no locality in the big State of Texas
where people can enjoy better health. This fact
alone should induce hundreds of people to locate
here. The climate is mild, atmosphere dry, pure
and invigorating. The water supply is obtained

from wells which is good and pure. Grapes,
orchards and truck gardening will pay hand-
somely. You can own a home here by making
a small payment down and have all the time you
want on deferred payments and at a low rate
of interest.

Winters Are Mild in Central West Texas

Snow is almost unknown and it 1s seldom
cold enough to freeze. The farmers do not have
any of the hardships of winter to bear. They
do not have to build expensive barns for their
stock, nor feed and shelter them all winter.
Neither do they have to remain idle half the year.
Many farmers begin their: plowing in January,
at a time when farmers in the north are giving
their best effort to keeping their family and stock
from freezing. Many plant in February, while
you are still hugging your stove.

When you stop to think that the West Texas
farmer has all these advantages, besides getting
his land for a small part of what yours cost, and
that he will raise bigger crops than you raise
and get better prices than you get—don’t you
think that he is better off than you are?

Why not become a West Texas farmer yourselj?
Why not leave the cold winters behind you and
move to West Texas where you and your family
can live in comfort and become prosperous?
You can get a big farm for what a small farm
costs in your neighborhood. You can raise as
much corn, oats, alfalfa, potatoes and stock on
land that will cost you from $5.00 to $20.00 an
acre there, as on $50.00 to $100.00 land where
vou are. Besides all kinds of fruit, vegetables
and cotton (if you wish) are natural products of
West Texas. It is easy to prove this. Take a
few days off and run down and see for yourself.

West Texas, a region unparalleled in it pos-
sibilities for home-getting and fortune-making—
recently opened up. bythe placing of large ranch-
es on the market.

You have heard of other sections that are or
were favorable for such purposes, but you have
never heard of the like of West Texas.

The actual increase in production of cotton for
the past ten years has barely exceeded 22 per
cent. Our demand has increased 31 per cent,
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our population has increased nearly 10 per cent.
This increase in demand of course is caused by
the expansion of our commercial relations and
the introduction of cotton fabrics into countries
that are semi-civilized, but who are beginning
to take advantage of the luxury of cotton “‘rags’
as wearing apparel.

- Who can figure a lower price than ten cents
upon cotton, when our demand is increasing at
such a pace? PuiL. OSSIFER.

The Stanton Country and the Farmer

The old theory, or rather idea, that the Stan-
ton country would not do to farm in is being
rapidly exploded, as is evidenced by the fine
growing crops of this and the past three years.
It is true the farms are not so numerous as those
which dot the prairies further east, but it is just
simply for the reason the farmer could not get
hold here to give it a test. Until recently the
whole country was a continuous ranch and the
man with the hoe was given discouragement
on every hand. The rancher well knew that in
the wake of the farmer followed higher-priced
lands, higher taxes and less lease lands. He did
not want his peaceful monotony broken. But
now he is taking an altogether different view
and sees the farmer is making him rich in spite
“of himself. From one and two dollars his land

Cotton Picking Scene on Farm of Mr. Geo. E. Goodwin, Eight Miles North of Westbrook, Texas.

has advanced to five and ten dollars, which
means much indeed for the owner of ten and
twenty sections, who are now cutting them up
into farms and anxious to sell to the men they
once dreaded to see come.

But now the ice is broken. By three years
actual test the discovery is made that our lands
will produce much better cotton and with less
labor than East Texas land, which is worth $25
to $65 per acre. This is not idle talk. It is
an actual fact, and can be verified by every man
who has made the least attempt at farming here.
We have talked to many farmers and as yet
have not found even one who is discouraged with
the country, but are well pleased. From Mr. N.
Kaderli, who is one of the pioneer farmers of
this country, we get some information which
will doubtless be a surp to many of our own
people and especially to Easterners. He came
here three years ago principally for his wife's
health and, being a farmer, bought a half sec-
tion within a mile and half of town and went to
work. Considerable time was spent in improv-
ing the place the first and second years, but for
the seasons 1905-1906 he made thirty-three bales
of cotton on sixty-five acres which netted him
$1,548, enough to pay for his half section. After
deducting what was used as feed and by his own

amily he reports the following sales: Cotton
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Cotton Pickimg on L. Kennon's Farm out of the Slaughter Ranch. This ground was broken March 1, 1906.

$87.80;
3(

cane seed
chickens, §
roasting ears, $21.75; melons,
$21.00; sweet potatotes, \]lr 3 l]n\ his
ence at farming in the “‘arid” West and is
satisfied with it as he is putting more
cultivation all the time, and says

seed,
butter,

ntirely
land in
his cotton
prospects are even better this year than last.

He reluctantly gave us these figures, ng he
did not have time to answer the numerous in-
quiries the publicity would give him from peo-
ple in the East who have their eye on this coun-
try.

Any man can make a success at farming here.
We have the land and the rainfall and all this

country needs to make it blossom as the rose is
for more people to find it.—The Reporter
Sranton, TExas, Aucust 30, 1906

DEeaRr Sir: I came to Stanton, Martin Coun-
ty, Texas in 1884. I engaged in raising sheep
cattle and horses. Found sheep very profitable

1

yard which
I have

1 also planted an orchard and vine
have never failed to yield a good crop.
planted onions which yielded well. This year I
made $900.00 per acre on onions; many onions
weighing 2} Ibs. each. This year I harvested a
good crop of wheat; after which I planted the
same ground in maize and sorghum which prom-
good yield. My corn is as good this yve
as can be found anywhere and I also had crops
of cabbage which were very profitable. Come
to the best place in Texas.

ise

J. J. PETERs.
StanToN, T s, Juxe 30, 1906
Mr. E. P. Turner, G.-P. T. A., Dallas, Texas,
DEaR Sir: The following is a list of stuff

Mr. N. I\adv:h one mile south
Kadesli bought of George
of land, fifty head of cattle, one
, one buss, a few farm implements and a
small vine yard on the place, for which he paid
8 u\ll He put in cultivation last year 105
»s, and from same as follows:

raised and sold b
I
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65 acres in cotton, sold 33 bales av Macaroni Wheat
aging 500 pounds..........
amount from sale of cotton seed
9 acres in corn
2 acres in sweet potatoes
6 acres in cane
9 acres in maize, consumed
7 acres in kaffir corn, consumed.
7 acres in truck, melons, grapes, ete.,
sold as follows;
Vegetabl 21.00; melons, $78.50;
$

The advantage of learning by observation of
others is seen in the importation of the so-called
“Macaroni Wheat”” from Russia. This wheat,
it has been discovered, finds favorable condi-
tions for its growth in the semi-arid regions west
of the Dakotas and West Texas. The statistics
of its phenomenal productive increase are most
interesting. In 1901, 75,000 bushels were grown;
in 1902, 1,000,000 and more bushels were ob-
70; chickens, .75 butter, tained, and the flour now begun-to be us
$44.20: total $939.05 bread; in 1903, 6,000,000 bushels were
T e oo in 1904, 15,000,000, and so the production has

Craise Ty S ST000'00 gone, in ever increasing ratid. The flour obtain-

e ed from this macaroni wheat is said to be as good
“\4 75 as the ordinary varieties, and possesses, more-
over, one great additional :ul\dnm«ru over the
others in its resistance to “rust. Instheyres
gions where it is grown, land values have greatly
increased. Macaroni wheat does fine in West
Texas. x

Total .
This is the amount w]\l by \I) l\d\l\'\ll he
reserved enough feed, etc., to make a crop on
this year. He moved here from Oklahoma T
ritory and moved from Williamson County,
Texas, to Oklohoma a few years since; he is a
firm believer in this as a farming country and is
investing in lands. 2 Hear the Latest from Middle West
Mr. B. Good, two miles south of this place, Texas
planted six acres of turf land in cotton from Rt S anR
which he gathered and sold five bales, all weigh- As, Avcust 30, 1906.
ing over 500 pounds each.

Moxanaxs, TE
Mr. E. P. Turner,

Both parties have enlarged their acreage this G. P. A., Texas & Pacific Ry.,
year and at present prospects are better for a Dallas,

larger yield than last year. DEAR SIR: It now seems opportune to pub-

Yours truly, lish to the World at large some facts and figures

D. W. KyLE regarding this country which, heretofore, has

Geo. B. Root's Farm, Seuth of Colorado City, Texas
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M. D. Hetbert's Peach Orchard, near Odessa, Texas.

been regarded by some people as being remote
from civilization.

I now, as a close observer for over twenty
rears of the natural resources, promise and pro-
gress of this part of the country, want to most
emphatically state that this region is something
of an Eldorado after all.

We know that the climate is as good as there
is in Texas—and that is saying a great deal.
True, it is sometimes spoken of as being subject
to drouth; but drouth is not known here in the
true sense of the word. Here we have a dry,
healthful climate with never too much rain (but
plenty for all purposes) and seldom a snow
storm—the earth rarely showing any trace of the
snow twenty-four hours after the fall. How-
ever, the rain and the snow do furnish sufficient
moisture to give us an abundant growth of
and nutritious plants and shrubs for good
age for all kinds of live stock all the
‘round and ‘‘Big Fat’ for, at least eight or nine

des, those who have experimented with
domestic trees, plants and crop products gener-
ally find that the finest peaches, grapes, etc.
grown in the world, grow here in what is known
as the “Sand Hill Region,” a belt .of country
many miles in extent lying north and south,

and east and west with this place in the midst
of it. In this belt of country, tomatoes, beans,
onions, melons, pumpkins, potatoes—both sweet
and Irish—Kaffir corn, sorghum, milo, maize,
Indian corn, etc., etc., grow luxuriantly through-
out the summer and fall seasons when the rain
fall is sufficient to produce crops, and this has
been the case for the past three or four years as
well as in divers other years since I have known
the country.

The best beef found anywhere on the “open
ange’’ goes from here to supply the markets—
ally in the winter months—many miles
st and West to the towns along the T. & P.
v., and this beef feeds in the open ranges on the
natural grasses alone, winter and summer.

Wate good as the best found anywhere, is
obtained here from wells at a depth of from a
few feet to not exceeding one hundred feet in
this sandy region. This water supply, though
subterranean in the main,adds the greatest charm
to this otherwise somewhat dreary appearing
country. The water is wholesome—non-min-
eral of course—and ‘‘soft” and good for launder-
ing, boiler and all other purposes

Another, among other charms—among the
many too numerous to mention here—is that
this country has no mud after light or heavy
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rains, no malarial fever or ague, no mosquitoes

or other insectiveous pests such as ticks, bed
bugs, “‘red bugs” or fleas, or flies of any kind
in less numbers than any place on earth and
many kinds of these are altogether absent here—
for instance the “Fever Skelter.” But bees!
Why this is the home of the busy bee. With a
great abundance of the best honey. They can

\\ml\vwhl months in the year and make 100 Ibs.
of the best honey each year to the hive

Now to the reader of this par-

water is salt or gyp, but is regarded as excellent
for stock
Facts About Texas

Texas has the lowest tax-rate
state excepting Missouri.

of any other

Texas has increased more rapidly in popula-
tion last year than any other state.

tial description and publication of
the good things outlined herein
and meant for the bemefit of the
energetic and go-head " element
of the human family, it may be
something of a puzzle as to why
such opportunities have not been
taken advantage of long ago. But
it must be remembered that once
upon a time, the “mainest” stone
in the building was rejected until
the building was approaching a
finish and then the despised and rejected sione
was found to be the most important one in the
entire structure. Yours very truly,
Hormax & Hoe

Some Facts About Howard County

Howard County is located in West T
Big Springs, the county seat, is on the Tex:
Pacific Railroad, 270 miles from Fort Worth.

The surface is generally rolling, with a few
hills, it being situated at the foot of the plains.
There are numerous draws and valleys of con-
siderable extent. There are many varieties of
soil, including the black, sticky, dark and red
sandy, catclaw and mesquite. The soil has a
red clay foundation from 10 to 36 inches under
surface. In some places the black soil is 6 to 8
feet deep. The principal timber is mesquite,
with a few wild china and hackberry and scrub
(vd.n on the 1.;1 In most places the timber

s sufficient for firewood and for fence posts.
Ihmc are no .\Hlul"l]\} of water in the county
that run all year, though there are springs that
run a stream a short distance, and then sink in
the sand. Good wells are generally obtained at
a depth of from 30 to 160 feet. Sometimes the

Milo Maize and Kaffic Corn, near Odessa, Texas.

cas has more miles of railroad and built
miles last year than any other state.

Te
more

Texas is second in the production of petro-
leum. Its locomotive, stationary and traction
engines use it for fuel in the coast country.

Texas, if in stage of cultivation equal to Illi-
nois, could feed the entire nation and its cotton
would clothe all the people of the nation.

Texas has the best harbor facilities of any
state except one, which will insure low rates of
transportation and good prices for all time.

1s supplies one-fourth the cotton used in
whole world. Last year, it produced 2
,090 bales and each bale brought the grower

\
the

Texas owns its public lands. Tt did not cede
them to the union when it was annexed. There
are state lands for sale, but no government
lands s produced in 1905 000,000
pounds of sugar

Varied

and interesting scenery
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Extracts From Letters

What Northerner.

Say of Their Experience in
Texas.

“Texas produces three to four million bales of
cotton; 60 per cent of her entire area will pro-
duce av e cotton. At one-fourth of a bale
per acre we could put 42,400,000 bales of cotton
on the market.

Texas produces nearly one-fourth the cotton
of North America. She has a cotton area suf-
ficient to produce 10,000,000 bales, and |]\u\
some, and this land can be bought at $2.:
$15.00 per acre.

““The renter, the wage-earner, the teacher, the
clerk, look forward to the time when they may
own a farm, yet many delay while the best lands
are going beyond their reach. Greeley's advice
is m)ud “Go West Young Man” and it is sur-
prising to find so many taking his advice. Farms
may be had among the black and chocolate
loam lands of West Texas, well improved, at $15
to $35 an acre, and often less that will readily
rent and will insure a profit on the investment.
Responsible agents will find good tenants,attend
to all rentals, taxes, etc., and remit the proceeds
without the personal attention of the owner.
The advance in price of the land will make the
investment a most profitable one. One can buy
western lands on about his own terms, usually

Fairview Stock Farm, Eight Miles North of Westbrook, Texas

one-third or one-fourth cash is required and the
balance as the buyer may desire with interest
at 6to 8 per cent. Moral: Buy lands.”

Secretary of Agriculture, Wilson, says: “If
I were a young man I would pack my grip and
come to Texas. The conditions and prospects
are such that I could not afford to stay away.”

“I came here from New Jersey 20 years ago
on account of my health which improved from
the start. Small capital counts for more here
than in older sections. There are many oppor-
tunities for the man who is willing to work.”
Tom Green Co. GeorGE E. WEBB.

“I came here in 1898 and bought a quarter-
section with some improvements, on time for
,000. The first year I cleared $1,500 besides
feed enough for one year. This country sur-
passes all I have ever lived in."”
Runnells County.

S. A. GasToN.

Scurry County

Lies at the foot of the plains and joins Mitchell
County on the north. The population is about
6,000, area 900 square miles, and altitude 2,200
feet. There is no railroad in the county. Sny-
der, the county seat, has a population of 1,500,
and is conceded by many to be the best inland
town in the State of Texas. Colorado City is
the nearest railroad point, being 25 miles distant.

- Besides Snyder there are the towns of Light,

Dark, Knapp, Ira and Wheat. The general
surface of the county is rolling, with broken
stretches in portions. The soil varies from a
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Shipping Cotton, Colorado City, Texas.

black to sandy loam or chocolate, and is pro-
ductive of cotton, cereals of all kinds, all kinds
of feed stuffs, vegetables and fruits. The cotton
yield for 1905 was 12,438 bales, an increase of
4,000 bales over the preceding year. - The coun-
ty is traversed by the Colorado River, whtch
flows across the southwestern part of the count
also the Clear Fork of the Brazos, Deep Creek.
Water can be had at a depth of 20 to 140 feet.
The mean annual rainfall varies from 30 to 40
inches. Land prices range from $10 to 30 per
acre.

Bic Serings, TExaAs,
Mr. E. P. Turner, G. P. A.,
Dallas, Texas:

DEear St I .am a farmer and farm exclu-
sively. I came to West Texas in 1898. My prin-
cipal crop is cotton. My annual average has
been } bale per > the t and § bale per a
the greatest. I worth about $2,000.00 when
I came here and I could close out to-day for
$25,000.00 but don’t want to sell. There is still
a great deal of land undeveloped that can be
had at reasonable prices and on good terms,
and we will gladly welcome you good white men
from East, West, North and South to the coun-
try where you will get better returns for your

Avucust 30, 1906.
Tex. & Pacific Ry.,

labor than any place I ever saw. I mn lived
from the Mississippi Delta to West

S. \\/\I

R.

lx \ As, Aucust 30, 1906.
, Tex. & Pacific Ry.,

CoAHOMA,
P. Turner, (1
Dallas, g
AR SIR: > to West Texas in
I have farmed myself or had it done every r
since I came and have never failed to m: L
crop. I have not planted corn every year, but
have made corn every year that I did plant and
a good crop at that. Have planted cotton every
year and my least annual average was % bale
per acre and I have made 1 bale per acre. This
year I have 120 acres of cotton and it is good
for 120 bales. My land is of the best quality of
red sandy loam and there is a great deal of such
land here that can be had reasonable. Come and
see and be convinced

Mr. E.

1892.

A. L. EcHoLs.
Tide of Immigration Turning to West
Texas, the ““Land of Opportunities’”

The tide of immigration has turned from the
North, Northwest and Southeast to West Texas.
There are reasons for it.

A healthful climate, knowing neither extreme
of heat nor cold to which our Northern neighbors

21
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are subjected; a rich fertile soil at from $5 to $20
per acre—according to improvements—the actu-
al growing on the same land of from 2 to 3 profit-
able crops per year;the cheapness of building
material and all of life’s necessities, and the con-
sequent lighter cost of living, of caring for live
stock and carrying on farm opcratmns u)uplctl
with a low tax rate, an excellent public
system, are among the inducements West ]
offers.

Seeing is believing. An old fashioned South-
ern welcome awaits you. Come whether you
come to buy or merely to look. The ‘“Home-
seekers Excursion” which runs from your sec-
tion on the first and third Tuesdays in each
month affords you a fine opportunity to come
down and see for yourself. Don’t forget the
dates.

Abilene, Texas

Abilene is mear the geographical center of
Texas. In 1880 it was a cattle country; now it
ranks among the best of the farming countries.
It is on the Texas and Pacific Railway; the
county seat of Taylor County. The elevation
is 1750 feet :
Abilene has a live commercial club. The
000 Club, which is striving to attain what its
name indicates, a population of 25,000. It has
the purest of water and a waterworks system
deriving its supply from an artificial lake large
enough to supply a city of 20,000; the pres
population is about 00 and increasing fast.

Abilene has 15 religious denominations, with
elegant houses of worship; twenty fraternal or-

Three Views of E. G. Weyer's Place at Kent, Texas. *All Grown Without lrrigation.”

ders, two colleges, the Baptist and the Christian;
three fine public school buildings with an enroll-
ment of 1,500 pupils; the Dellis Home School,
a business college, three large banks, a 100- |
barrel roller mill and elevator, 100-ton cotton oil |
mill, a cotton oil refining plant, a cotton com-
press, which handled 60,000 bales of cotton last
3 $ J. S. court house and post-
office. The sale of stamps last year was $16,000.
Three weekly and two daily newspapers, two
wholesale grocery houses, one wholesale drug
house, two wholesale hardware stores, a whole-
sale produce and commission house, the largest
dry goods house west of Fort Worth, a fire de-
partment with two stations, a low insurance and
tax rate, the State prlepuc Colony, built by the
State at a cost of $100,000;an ice plant, electric
light plant, waterworks and sewerage system, J
two telephone systems, a bottling works, three

gins, two planing mills, a broom factory, three
lumbcr yards, etc.

The population of Taylor County is 21,000;
it has an area of 60,000 acres of land, most of
which is the best farming lands. The soil is
largely red and sandy chocolate, with a clay sub-
soil of the best, and some black prairie land; the
prices of lands are $12.50 to $35 an acre.

There is plenty-of wood in the country and an
abundance of good water found at a depth of 20
to 100 feet.

The soil is specially adapted to cotton culture,
all kinds of feed stuffs and small grain, and ex-
periments prove that it isa fine fruit and truck
farming country; the shineries are not excelled
by any country for these purposes. especially

e |
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for grapes and berries, watermelons and canta-
loupes—fruit growing and truck farming in
Taylor County are paying propositions. The
high altitude gives it a delightful climate in
summer and the dry atmosphere tempers the
winters—for healthfulness it is the equal of any
part of the country.

The following investments in Abilene would
pay: A cotton mill, a gas plant, a cigar factory,
a glass factory, a canning factory, another gin
and another lumber yard, a mattress factory, a
foundry and machine shops, a woolen mill, a
brick plant, a tannery, a wholesale music house,
a shoe factory, a street railw ystem and a
candy factory.

Dawson County

Is principally located on the plains, though a
portion of it is located right at the foot of the
plains, 270 miles west of Fort Worth, and is
proving itself to be one of the best farming
counties west of Fort Worth. There are grow-
ing crops of every description, and cotton is
as fine as could be wished for and is sure to make
at least three-quarters of a bale per acre. Most
of the farmers think they will make an average
of 35 bushels of corn per acre. The soil in many
places is black with just enough sand to make it
scour on the plow, and is very deep, with clay
foundation. There is some black sandy loam
land, but the greater part of the county is a
mulatto soil and dark red sandy loam. It is

covered with cat claws, which denotes good soil.
Water can be had at from 40 to 100 feet in abund-
ance, and it is all good freestone. Nearly every
acre of Dawson County can be cultivated. It
has been thoroughly demonstrated that farming

is a success in Dawson County, every kind of
crop has been raised Potatoes grow in abund-
ance. Lamesa, the county seat, is a beautiful

growing town

Eskora, T
Hon. E. P. Turner, Dallas, Tex.:

DeAR Sir: I will endeavor to outline to you
the developments of the Eskota County. First
will say this county has improved 200 per cent
in the way of farming country in the last 5 years;
it has proven beyond a doubt to be the home
of cotton, maize, Kaffir corn, also oats do well
here. It is a good fruit county also. Lands
unimproved are selling from $8 to $15 per acre;
these prices are out some 8 to 10 miles from town,
nearer to railroad prices run from $15 to $20 per
acre. Plenty of water to be had with but little
cost, such as cisterns and tanks. Plenty of
wood. We have a variety of soil—sandy, grey
and black sandy, red sandy and some red light
lands. The Herndon pasture, also the Coggins
pastures, have been cut up into small blocks and
are now on the market to farmers on good easy
payments, long time, 8 per cent net; 10 yea:
time if so desired. Now is the time to get a
home easy Yours truly
J. W. HernbpoON.

X., JUNE 29, 1906

A

Geo. B. Root’s Farm, Two Miles South of Colorado City, Texas.
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