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THE MOLE?*

"[HE mole, though not blind, has eyes fo
fmall, and fo covered, that it can havelitdle
benefit from the fenfe of fecing.  Nature, by way
of recompenfe, has beftowed on it a profufe

o The mole has a long nofe and faout; the upper jaw
much longer than the under, no_ externsl cass, fore-fest very.
brend, wich fearce any pparent legs before, and hind-fect
very fmall. It bas very minas eyess i the fur, fix cat=
{ing teedh in the upper, eight in the lower jaw, and two ca-

a each. 'The fore-parc of the Sody s hich and mufcar
ar, and the hind-part taper; the forefeet are placed obligue-
y, and refemble hands, with five toes, each terminaied by
Srong. claws. The hind.feet are very fmall, wih fve toes ©
cache The sail s fhort, and the fein very tough, fo as fearce
fo be cat through, The hair, which is fhor, clofe fet, and
ffic than the ek velvt i ufially black, fometimes fpot-
fed with white, and o s quite white, The length of
he body is five and e o ke and that of the il
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portion of the fixth fenfe, ren
refervoirs *, a prodigious g
enormoustefticles, a penis of immoderate length ;
and all thefe parts are concealed within the
which muft render them more hot and a

Of all animals the mole is moft amply end

ed with generative
their rel;

a delicate fenfe of

vet ; a very fine ear, and

fingers, very diffe
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animals bring forth more than once a years bup
of this I cannot be certains Itisa fadt, however,
that we meet with young ones from April to Au.
guft, Perhaps fome of them may be later in
coupling than others. .
‘The habitation where they depofit their young
merits a particular defeription; becaufe it is con,
firu@ted with fingular intelligence.  They begi
with raifing the earth, and forminga pretty high
arch. They leave partitions, or a kind of pillars
at certain diftances, beat and prefs the earth, in.
terweave it with the roots of plants, and render
it fo hard and folid, that the water cannot pene-
trate the vault, on account of its convexity and
firmnefs, They then elevate a litle hillock below,
upon the top of which they lay herbs and leaves,
for a bed to their young. In this fituation, they
are above the level of the ground, and confe-
quently out of the reach of ordinary inundations,
and are, at the fame time, defended from the raing
by the large vault that covers the internal one,
upon the convexity of whichtheyreft, along with
their young. Thisinternal hillock, orvault, s
pierced on all fides with loping holes, which def-
cend il lower, and ferve as fubterrancous paf-
fages for the mother to go in queft of food
for herfelf and her offspring, Thefe by-paths
are firm and beaten, extend about twelve or -
teen paces, and iffue from the manfion like rays
fromacentre. Welikewife find, under the fuperior
vault, the remains of the roots of the colcbicurn, o
meadow
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meadaw fafiron, which feem to be the firft food
given to the young. ~From this delription it is
apparent, that the mole never comes gut butatg
confiderable diftance from her habitation, and
{has the moft Gmple and moft certain method of
taking both the old and the young, is to make &
round trench, which will cut off all the commu-
sicating paffages. ~ But, a the mole, upon the
fmallelt noife, flies, and endeavours to carry off
her young, it will be neceffary to employ three
or four men with fpades to raife the hillock at
once, or tomake a trench almoftinflantancoufly,
and then to feize them, or to wat¢h them asthey
pt to efcape.
ﬂ“?:‘:‘\; been (]:oliﬂxly afferted by fome writers ¥,
that the mole and badger fleep during the whole
winter, without taking any food. ~ The badger,
2 we formerly remarked , comes out of his hole
in winter, as well as in fummer, in queft of pro-
vifions; and it is eafy to be afcertained of this facty
by the tracks he leaves upon the fnow. The nmlle
fleeps fo litle in winter, that fh raifes the earth
in the fame manner as fhe docs in fummer; and
the country people remark, thata thaw up[ﬂ!.u/z::bu,
becafe the moles make bills, ‘They are, indeed,
fond of warm places ; and they are often caught
by the gardeners in_the months of December,
January, and Febru

* Utfus, Meler, Erinaceus, Talpa, Vefpertlio per hyemem
dormiunt abflerhi 5 78
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The mole frequents cultivated countrics only,
‘There are none in the dry deferts, nor in the cold
climates, where the earth is frozen during the
greateft part of the year. Theanimal called the
Siberian mole ¥, with green and yellow hair, is
adifferent {pecies from our mole, which abounds
only from Sweden 1 to Barbary ; for, from the
filence of travellers, it is prefumeable, that they

not in hot climates. Thofe of America are
likewife different: The Virginian mole §, how=
ever, has a great refemblance to ours, except
in the colour of the hair, which is mixed with
a deep purple.  But the red mole of Americais
a different animal | There are only two or three
varieties in our common moles ; we find them
more or lefs brown or black ; and we have feen
them entirely white. Scba deforibes and gives
a figure of a black and white mole, which wag
found in Eaft-Friefland, and was fomewhat lar=
ger than our mole .

oAbt Sbay vl 5.
+ Lion. Faun, Suec. p.
7 Shaws Trvel
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i the back and belly with black and
wiite s, ot with 2 mixure of gray e 2 fin as

PThe e of isnimal s long, and gaited with leog
bri e eyes are fo fmal, i i o il to g
i e i . p. 68
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§UBRPLEMENT,

PONTOPPIDAN affures us, that the mole
exifts not in Norway, becaufe that country is
too rocky to afford it proper accommodation.

e ————

The MOLE of the Cape of Good Hope.

Have here given a figure of amole found at

the Cape of Good Hope, a ftufied fkin of
which was fent me by M. Sonnerat. This mole
pretty much refembles the common fpecies in the
form of its body, in the eyes, inthe cars, and in
the tail ; butit differsin the head, which s larg=
er, and in the muzzle, which refembles that of a
Guiney-pig, The fore-feetare likewife different:
"The hair i¢ not black, but dark brown, witha
Jittl yellow at the extremity of each hair. ‘The
il is covered with large hairs of a yellowith
white colour; and, in general, the hair of this
mole is longer than that of the European. From
2l thefe deferiptions we may conclude, thatit is
a particular fpecies, and that, though allied to the
common mole, it cannot be regarded as a fimple
variety,
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