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Their first organizational meeting was held in October
1972, so admittedly their provisional period had gone on %too
long. We are now exploring forming a Unit at Targe with the
interested nucleus remaining. ;

We are now developing more flexible approaches toward
provisional Leagues and encouraging Units at Large. Hoge-
fully we have learned something from the Huntsville experience.

Sincerely,

Betty Anderson
President

cer ﬂ@%&te office
Helen Hunter






| Jamuary 17, 1976 EﬁUﬁiﬂ‘
T0: Helen Hunter | W JAN 9§ 1976

FROM: Sue Taylor
RE: Provisionsl LWV of the Huntsville Area g

On Thursday, January 15, I spent the dgy in Huntsville. At the tihe

of my conversation with the President in early December, we had planned
to meet that month with the PR cheirperson, who had asgreed to rescue X
the locel government survey and try to get it edited for typing and
distribution, so that they could be ready to apply for recognition. b4
Huntsville workd on a college schedule and unless something is done by
mid December, there is no hope again until mid January because of the
Christmes holiday. = R

In the morning of danuary 15 I met with H arriet Payhe, President, and
Maureen Parriot, Public Relations chairperson, to discuss the local gov-
ernment survey. Msureen had been willing to do the editing of the mat-
erial, but the job turms out to be more than editing. Some of the sec-
tions need redoing because things have changed since the material was
gathered, some sections are just in the form of notes and actually need
to be written up, the section on financial structure was the most comy
plete and well written dissertation imagineble but, to have any kind of
a balenced survey, will need to be condensed. The job looked pretty
big and Maureen did not feel too happy about rescuing the project. Af-
ter much discussion and Harriet's offer to help, the plan now is to have
a meeting of a committee, composed of Maureen, Harriet, one other who
had worked especially well on the earlier committee, and hopefully the
most recent cheirperson of the item, who is an especially busy person
and probably the main cause of this breskdown in progress on completing
the project. They will meet withj or without her end this meeting will
take place within the next two weeks. The plan.is to try to have it
completed as rapidly as possible, probably by the end of Pebruary. I
believe the problem has been partly an impression that the survey had
to be more elaborate than is actually necessary. So the plan now is
"t4 get it done" and perhaps later do it in the form of a publication.

There have been several meetings on parts of the survey (6 unit meetings
and 2 general meetings). These meetings included education, health care,
finance, and structure of county govermment. I feel that the$y have
done an adequate job of keeping the membership informed and, when the
survey is completed and distributed, I believe this group will have met
this requirement for recognition.

The second area that needs to be strenghkhened before the Provisional LWV
of the Huntsville Area will be ready for recognition is in the area of
Finance and this is the other subjeet thet we concentrated on in our pt
meeting. Although they had a successful money raising project,this past
year, they have yet to conduct a traditional finance drive, securing non-
member contributions and reporting the results. They plan to carry on
such a finsnce drive during the first two weeks in February, although

in general it will be a board effort since they are esgain without a

Finance cheirperson.

When the two above reguirements are met, the Provisional LWV of the Hunts
ville Area will be ready to apply for lLocsel League Recognition., This
should be around March lst if all goes as scheduled.
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Dear Members,

The provisional period of the Huntsville Area League of Women
Voters is nearing an end. Before we apply for local chapter
status, the present board is taking a poll of the membership
to determine whether the League will be able to continue.

We need to know who of the members is interested in being
active. Participation has been at a low ebb for over a year.
The attendance at meetings has sometimes been non-existant.
For example, at our February unit meetings when we were to
take consensus on criminal justice, no one other than the
hostess and the program leader was there.

The League needs to have people who will accept some reponsi-
bility for League activities. We all want to be informed,
attend candidate rallies, receive publications, etec., but
somebody has to gather information, have it printed and
distributed to the members and the public, and arranege for
meetings. We all would like to be "on top" of things, but
somebody has to be out there "climbing".

The present board has been in office for 2% years. Our terms
expire with the provisonal period.

It is time for the nominating committee to select a slate of
new board members. There are a variety of jobs that must be
filled. TIwelve people are to be elected and six more to be
selected by the new board.

The new board cannot carry the League by itself. The member-
ship must also be active. We need more than monetary support.

If the nominating committee cannot find enough people who
will be on the board, and there are not enough people who
will be committee members to help the board, the League will
cease to exist in Huntsville.

If you want the League to continue, please send in your reply.
4 self-explanatory post card is enclosed. Drop it in the
mail.

Sincerely,
The Board

Provisional League of Women Voters
of the Huntsville Area












Mg, Harriet Payne 3 Septembor 23, 1975

On the whole, your interim report gives every indication that you have 2 well
organized and energetic board. You have accomplished much aad deserve to be
congratulated. You've demonstrated that you know how te plam, erganize and
implement program and communicate with your members through the Voter. Your
coverage of program on all levels and your venture into action coalition
work on ERA are fmpressive. While you may be having difficulty getting
"yolunteers” to serve on program committees, I suspect that this probiewm may
right 1tself when you start working on local stadies and newly chosen state
and national items. -

The national organization committes agrees with Helen Hunter, Texas Organization
Vice President, that you have "shown excellant progress” and are “an asset to the
Texas League.” We look forvard to adding the Provisional League of Homen Voters
of Huntsville to the roster of full-fledged Leagues in the not-too-distant future.

Sincerely.

Ruth J. Hiserfeld

Orgenization Committes

Vice President and Isternational
Relations Chatrman

RJH/ml

cc: Organization
Files
Hinerfeld
Janski
Lampl
State

encl.





































On the subject of legislative interviews, as a Provisional League
you may do that also. The only thing as I understand it, is that
you cannot take actién as a League during your provisional period
without special permission from the State Doard. As individuals,
of course you cean.

Y ou were nice to include Harry and me in an invitation to your
picnic on June 15, However, I am afraid we will nct bve able to
be there because Harry won't be getting in from 2 bhusiness trip
until late that day. Have a good day snd I will try to get up
to Huntsville, perhaps your next daytime unit meeting. TFerhaps
this summer you can have Mirs. Rogers (or someone) write up some
sunmary material on especially some of the Natlonal items and
get it into your VOTER. For actual meetings, I should think pro-
grams could be planned on Trade and Campaign Financing, both of
which are very timely. Then your Environmentel CQuelity which ie
planned would help to give you study and discussion on the more
active national items.

I am so glad that you have a Finance chairman to start work on a
limited drive this fall. Also your new local study chairman looks
greate

Let me know if you have any other guestions and I will try to ans-
wer them for you. When I come up for the day unit meeting, I will
plan to stay over to go over anything that you may want to discuss,
It surely helps to have someone with your League background, be-
cause I feel that you have the knowledge and experience necessayy
to prevent any major mistakes in the handling of situations.

bincerely,

Mrs, Harry G. Taylor, Advisor

cc: SO, Hunter






May 8, 1974

Tos Harriet Payne ec: Hunter, 50, Anderson
Froms Fuml Suglhara
Re: Primary election, elections in general

Congratulations to Huntsville Provisional for arousing public interest
in,and demand for, well-run elections! The fact that so many irregulari-
ties and violations were exposed and documented shows how well you did
your groundwork. And when you have an indignant and vocal public with
you, half the baltle has been won!

The hardest part for you and your board will be having to stay in the
background because of your provisional status. As I understand it,
however, provisional Leagues can take certaln kinds of action with the
approval of the state board. I am not at all clear bout the rules, so
T am sending a copy of this memo to Helen Hunter, Organization Vice
President, with an explanation. £&he can tell you more precisely what
public action the League can take. The fact that your lLeague already
has such a good reputation for objectivity and nonpartisanship within
the community will be a contributing factor, I am sure.

At the risk of being tiresome, I will sing my old refrain once againi
Pollwatching and serving as pollworkers (judges or clerks) in primaries
and general elections are now regarded under Texas laws as partiesan
activities. Pollﬁa$ch£§s can only be appointed by candidates or by
petition on behalf of candidates or for/against issues. Pollworkers are
chosen in primaries or general electlons frem among the party faithful.
(Since local electons are generally nonpartisan, lLeague board members
can serve as poll workers.)

I am as pleased as punch about what you have been dolngl Xeep up the
good work and please call on me whenever I can help.



May 8, 1974

Tos Helen Hunter
From: Fumi
Re:r Huntsville Provisional

Hamdet Payne called last Sunday (¥ay 5) to ask about some points of election
law because many irregularities were » reported by pollwatchers and others
in Saturday's election., GShe wanted to know the procedure for filing com-
plaints with the distriet attorney.

In the coursernf our conversatlon, it became evident that she was also
concerned that members of the loecal board may have oversteppsd the rules.
Leagzue members (someof whom were on the board) were serving as polliwatchess
or poll workers in both Republican and Democratic primaries, (Che said

she had checked with liontgomery County League whose policgy permits this
activity by the League as long as members were present 1n both Jemocratic
and Republiecan polling places.)

I told her that in the future, it would be betitser if the Hunisville League
did not engage in pollwatching until the law is changed. don-board League
mﬁﬁﬁh&a-uating ag individuals gould and should.

From what she =aid, however, it =meemed to me that the public was not aware
that the Leagzue was doing anything partisan in nature and simply regarded
pollwatehing as anotheri™ = public sertbee. I don't think anything would be
gained at this polint by tping to enlighten it.

Luckily, the persons who witnessed the lrregularities are off-board people
and are free to take actlon as individuals. Is there a possibillity that
the League can malte a public statement or do something that is supportive
of this action? They may need guldanee on this point.

I thought you should know about this matter in case flack within the
community should develop with the filing of complalints., I am sendling an
extra copy in case you think that ¥rs. Taylor should have one. I don't
have her address.






exceptionally good and by now you should be receiving your Nastion-
al Presidents mailing. So I would suggest that zs soon &s possi-
ble you select one of the pertinent N ationel items to plan eith-
er a meeting or some good background coverage in your VCTER for
next month, Wuch of the progrem coverage , especially of the less
active items, can be handled in this way very well.

I should think by Fall you might be ready to send in an Interim
Report. At that time you should be about half way through your
program coverage (stete and national), and helf wey into your Com-
munity Study. Y—ou will want to show membership growth, which
you do very nicely already. You would want to demenstrate Vote
ers Service ability, which you already are doing admirably. And
finally you will want to have at least a limited Pinance Drive,

or if not, you should have well formulated plans for one. 1 ene
vision all these accomplishments by October. If you keep on as
you are going your provisional period will be over vefore you know
it.

I feel so good about you and your League and the caliber of, not
just the Board, but the members as well. Y our stirenghts far out-
weigh any weeknesses and 1 see no reason to anticipste any real
difficulties along the way.

I do hope strongly that several of you can attend President's Coun-
cil. Have & good time and I know you will love it and benefit
much from the experience. Be sure to share it with your member-
ship via your VOTER.

Thank you all for the wonderful job you are doing end keep up the
goed work. If all provisional Leagues are like you, with your de-
dication, enthusizsm, and sincerity, there would be little need
for Advisors! Y—our night meetings make it hard for me to come

as regularly &s I would like, but I will continue as your Advisor
and I feel certain we can work things out to suit everyone. Since
our move 1 am further awasy, but we will see how it works and when
you need me, please feel free to write or call and I can always
manage toc get to Huntsville some way.

Sincerely,

Susan ¥. Taylor, Advisor

cec: SO0, Holmes














