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TRAPPING IN WEST TEXAS

Trepping has been 2 part of the American Herit:ige. One reason pecple cime over from surcpe
w~s to trap the fur bearing anim21s. They ~lso ceme to trade for furs from the Indians, mcre
especi~lly the French. As history teaches, the French at one time owned Louisi-na, which extended
north ~s far »,s Canada is now.

Furs were in great demsnd as they were very fashionable among the frir lndies of Zurope.
Some furs were very expensive, such as s~ble, mink, ermine, marten and silver fox. There were
other fur bearing animals, maybe not so expensive, but still a big part of the fur trade. Uome
of these were red fox, wolf, lynx, wolverine, raccoon, bear and muskrct, &nd clso be:ver. leaver
w»s often used to make mens hats.

These anim~”ls were mostly found in the cold psrts of the United Ctates. Few of them, except
the rorccoon, have been found in West Texas. Here we have had 2 hig trade in coyote, skunk, etc.

I do not know when or where steel traps were first used but I do know they have been used
a long time. I think dead-falls were used by the early dry trappers more than steel traps. A
derd-fall was » heavy log with one end propped up on » figure four trigger which wes rigged to
make the log fall on the animAal., Animals killed by » derd-fall would quickly freeze so the fur
would not ruin.

MY TRAPPING EXPERIENCES
by Vivian Clark

I did quite » bit of trapping in my younger dnys. Before my fsther married, he bought a
section of land from the government, close to where Lake Thomas is now. That is where we lived

when I was a small boy. There were lots of coyotes then. I liked to listen to them howl - =nd
J still do. Papa did a little trapping. I think the skins brought about fifty cents each, but
that would go 2 long way back then. :

He had one trap set about fifty yards from the house. For awhile we would catch & coyote in
it every night »nd one night he caught two in the same trsp! It happened like this. He heard
the trap chain rattling, went out and killed that one, reset the trap and caught 2nctner onc
before morning.

After awhile my papa and mam~ thought I should start to school. The first day they sent me,
I jumped out the window and ran off! Guess I was just about as wild as those coyotes!! When
they did get me stnrted, we (my brother, Virgil and I) went to the Grape Creek Schocl. We walked
to school, A distance of 2bout four miles. We had 2 line of traps thnt we would lock at on our
way to school. We would kill our catch with a stick, then skin them on our way home. /lvin
Jackson, the Kogers boys and Tom Moore did the same, and skunks were plentiful!! Ah - 1 guess the
poor teacher finally got immune.

During the Christmas holidays we would cemp out and trap those two weeks. Usually on the
Colorado River. We did not have a tent, would roll our bed in 2 tarp. If it r~ined or snowed,
we would wolk home. Some of the time, Jack Rogers would go with ‘
us 2nd one time Roy and Sid Reeder camped fbout 2 mile from us.

In the mid thirties, Pauline (my wife) and I used to heve
n line of traps about six miles long that we would walk around.
Another time we had 2 trap line about twenty miles long. We
would go 2round it in 2n old Model T truck. It h~d both doors
off, half of the wind-shield gone and most of the floor boerds
out but it would run. It was really air-conditioned!

One time =s we were going up a2 steep hill, the engine
conked out =nd it started rolling back and the br2kes would not
hold. Pauline jumped out and left me to my frte. Some of the
time we would ride horseback. We would carry our dinner in &
flour sack. One dey we had & c2n of chili for dinner. Vhen we
overed it, we found # big fly hcd been canned in it. We only
had cold home made biscuits for dinner that dey.

The biggest catch we ever made was twelve skunks one night.
They say there were many lobo {loafer) wolves in this country
end quite a few panther, but that was before my time. I never
saw a lobo or panther out of captivity. They h=d to be killed- Vivian and Pauline Clark
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out before much ranching could be done.

Most of the boys in this part of the country and some of the men did a little trepping. There
w:s 2 pood dem nd for furs, coyote, coon, bob-ct, skunk and badger. That was about the only way
we had to make n little spending money. So Grape Creek was not the only place where trappers were
poine to school.

Russell (Humpty) Dorward was going to school at Gail. He caught a skunk, skinned him and
csme to school, The teacher sent him home to change clothes. He came back smelling about as bad
as he did. Te~cher sent him back, this time to tzke a bath and wash his hair. He came back to
schcol ~nd wns still skunky. This time, by using #z careful sniff test, the teacher found it was
comine from his pocket knife! lell, knowing Humpty as I did, I bet he knew it all of the time!

1’y Uncle Jack Fogers used to tell us boys about his tr-pping experiences. He said one old
coycte wrs sure a°rd to cAtch., He set a trop and lcid ~ robbit by it. A coyote scratched the
tr'p up "nd " te the r-bbit. So he set two traps with = rebbit between them. The coyote dug up
both tr-ps 7nd ~te the ratbit. He kept on until he hsd five traps set, then he caught him. ie
hzd - tr-p on 211 four feet and hed set down in the fifth ~nd it had him by the tail!!

Uncle Ch7rlie T~ylor wss 2 pgre~t tr-pper. He and M~rtin went trapping over on Tobacco creek.

They took their tr.ps ~nd equiprent in » wegon. That night Mrrtin listened to see which way *he
wclves were howling. He noticed they were mostly dcwn the creek, so next morning, he set his
line in th~t direction while Uncle Ch~orlie set his by the creek. Martin found a decd cow the
coyotes were feeding on. He caught three or four coyotes that night while Uncle Charlie did not
citch ~ny. They stayed about ~» week with liartin cntching several coyctes every night and all
Unc:e Ch~rlie ciught was one smtll skunk, snd he hed frllen off & bluff into his trap. Martin
never did tell "ncle Charlie ahout the de~d cow!

Cne time I set four treps in a circle with = rebbit in the
center. llext morning I had the flu, so my dad went to lcok 2t my
trops. & coyote was caught by two feet. Papa storted to kill
him with ~ stick. The coyote lunged ~t him a2nd jerked one foot
loose. The coyote bit him on the ~2rm tut he had on 2 hesvy cont
and the bite was not too bzad.

‘nother time I had # coyote tied with 211 four feet together " --
rnd his 3~ws wired shut. I w2s keeping him to get some smell charm.
I picked him up to move hLim, not knowing that he-had gotten the wire off his mouth. ile snapped
me cn the shin, did not get » good hold but his teeth sure did pop when they slipped off. OSome
of them were sure vicious, but some were not.

I crught a young coyote, nbout three-fourths grown. I kept him tied with a chain to a stake
out in the y»rd. I could pigk him up ond cerry him sround end he would not bite me, but he would
neither et or drink. I had to kill him to keep him from st~rving. 2 coyote pup makes a good
pe'. :lrost like ~ dog. Tut he will catch ~11 the chickens on the place.

Furs “re - good price now. ‘lmost (tut not quite) m~kes me want to hunt my traps and
strinr them ocut. I sure would h2ate to c2tch and skin » skunk!'!

TRAPPING IN BCORDEN COUNTY
bty Jack B. Rogers, Ft. Worth, Tex2s
!y experience =s = trapper in Zorden County in the early days of mv life m2y be interesting
to scme. I lived in the Grape Creek Comrmnity south west of Gr~il, the County seat of Borden Co.
llost everycne in the Grope Creek Community did 2 little trapping in the late Tens ~nd during the
Wor (World W»r Gne). Furs were = rood price with coyotes ~round $20.00, skunks $10.00, coons
2512.00, 7nd you could get around $3.00 for s badger.

; of tihe lot the corote w~s the smartest "nd the h-rdest to c”teh and is still around tod:y.
The ceyote, no mrtter how hard civilized m"n tries to wipe out this animal, he survives, in fnct,
despite bounties, tropping, poison and the sharp shooters, the coyote can be found from Alzska to
Mexic> nd -s f-r s New ingland.

‘' old coyote is rezlly hord to c~tch. He will locate your trep by smell, then dig it up,
e ! your t=i* and be trcik the next nifht to get his food so you try 211 kinds of schemes to catch
ni~.  (ne wr is to chrnge the locAtion of your treps ~nd it is » good plen to set the tr-p in
- difTerert plice "round the old set.

“he coorn is °n experimentilist ~nd likes to explore. 5o you heve to catch him at his own

reme. (ne wy is to set your trap in woter. Just place @ pearl button on the trigger of your
frop 'rnd plice it ir the woter. The btutton will shine #nd the coon will reach for it and you
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have him. Some set traps in trees for coons.

If a badger comes around you are sure to catch him for he is only in search of fcod. The
w*y to tell when furs 2re good and re»dy to catch for market is the months that you hive to use
the letter R. Like September and so on.

In our trepping we used the victor trap most of the time, siges no. 4 <nd no. 3 and used
No. 2 for skunks, mostly. There were two ways to get your furs ready for m:rket. ne w2s the
open stretch 2nd the cese. The open, you lust teck the fur on the side of the barn or =nything
th2t would hold it. The case fur, you skin the herd and legs and just pull the hide cff lerving
it whole. You ca2n use 2 1 ty 12 in. board, turn the fur in and stretch the hide on this btoard.
This mrkes 2 good fur for the market, the better sheope the fur is in, the more it will bring.

In setting traps I used three ways. The closed set, the pass set and the dreg set. (See
illustrations on bottom of page 2.)

Back in my day, all you had to have to get in the tripping business was a 22 rifle, used to
kill » robbit, » trap nd ~ little time. We had » ready m rket in G»il at the J. W. Chandler
Stcre or you could ship them off to market. Vy Dad wrs quite - trapper =nd during the w~r his
trop line was an 211 day Job. Most of the time he made the tr:p line in :n old buggy. !lis line
went South from our home to the Colorado River, then up Rrttlesn~ke creek ~nd bacik utrst of the
Muleshoe ‘tanch. It was nothing at all to see him bring in 15 or 20 furs. It was a long day
getting them ready for market and I always got in on thet.

s for myself, I had only 5 sets as I had to go to school and after taking cire of my doy
work, my time was limited. My best catch was 4 coyotes in one night and I caught 2 at cre
setting and here is how I did it. 'e had a horse to die »nd I set a trap at the reir ~nd ~t the
front ~nd next morning, I had two and was I gl~d.

*s most of the boys that went to school were 2lso dcing = little trapping, you can guess
about the smell ~t school. I guess like = Buffelo C mp. I do not see how the teacher put up
with us, but they were a great lot and I thank them for what they mein to me todny.

I sometimes wish T could recrll the old days a2t the Grope Creek Community and see 2ll my old
p?ls. I know that a lot of things would be recalled. I am sure thot I have let slip away a lot
of things thot would return; but them old days are far off now and only 2 memory.

TRAPPING ANIMALS FOR THE.FUR
by Leta (Gray) Lloyd

When I was about five years old, my perents, (Cerl and Nell Gray) had a trap line. It was
a routine thing for them to check the traps each morning. No matter how cold, if Daddy was busy,
Mother would check the traps to see what might have been caught during the night. They owned
an old dun colored pony named "Dodge" which wes very gentle, and would let me, and my rat-terrier
"Mitz" ride behind the saddle, and go along to check the traps. It was with money from furs that
Daddy and Mother bought their first nice dining table, = solid oak, pillar extention, round taole.
The legs h~ve deep, hand carved clew feet. Mother still possesses this table in good condition.

If I remember correctly, ~» double spring no. 3 trap was used for coyotes. .fter the trip was
set, and staked, it was cemoflaged with dend leaves, =nd trash, and bait (scraps of meat, rabbit
or chicken, scattered ~bout ne~r by Coyotes have a verv keen sense of smell. They often times
trrvel in packs, and late evenings were heard uttering barks ~nd howls. They live on rodents,
birds ~nd large insects. Chickens seem to be their favorite food. Uncle Woodscn Smoot, reised
2 coyote pup to be ~lmost grown, ond w~s kept chained

to prevent it chasing and killing chickens. The fe-

m7le often eives birth to young in pr2irie dog holes,

or dips holes called dens. It wes quite exciting to
Their eyes would re~lly shine.

dif out ~» den of pups.

F~dpers were heavily furred. They were said to be very courc¢geous animals. They too in-
hsbit dens, or holes, having very powenful forelegs for digging. (liany o cowboy has sustained
brocken legs s » result of their s2ddle horse stepping ir a badger, or prairie dog hole and fall-
ing. My pony, Kogle, fell with me once as » result of such.) Badgers ~re also night 1ife hunt-
ers, living on insects, young birds, mice and frogs. Their h~ir (fur) was valued for use in
rakine shaving brushes.

Skunks hrve a smrll heed. arched body, the t2il is long ond thickly covered with long, fine

hair. They have glossy black fur, on the forehe2d is » p~tch of white diverging intc two lires
which entend the whole length of the brck, ~nd meets agzin Ir
the tushy tzil. /11 2re ncted for ~crid, fetid dischrrge wrici
c°n be projected ~ considerctle dist~nce 2rd which is their
chief defense agrinst enemies. 7They were 2lso trappec for fur
using lo. 1 trap with single spring. Daddy and 2 tunch of neigh-
borhood boys (Ckeens, Duchanzns and Smoots) used to go skunk
hunting at night, killing the skunks with clubs ~nd sticks.
Needless to scy, they could be smelled a mile away coming rome.
Daddy would shed most of his clothes on the back rch ~nd
Nother would have the ol' No. 3 wash tub ready, with plenty of
water heating on the stove amd 2 generous bar of lye soap

waiting.
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Racoons have long haired coats for fur, and a. somewhat bushy tail, marked with 6 or 7 brown-
ish black rings. Each foot has 5 toes and the soles are smooth, meking their tracks look similar
to 2 small childs foot print. Like the badger, they like night life, eating poultry, mice, bird
eggs, fish, frogs and hackberries. The fur of the coon was highly valued. A few years ago, coon
skin caps were very popular. Coons are generally hunted 2t night with dogs. When domesticated
at °n e~rly age, they make gentle pets. My sister, (Lorenz Brown) had one for several yecrs.

Cpossums, (night raiders of the chicken house) have long, naked, scaly tails. The females
have a pouch for cArrying their young, carrying a half a dozen to a dozen. Opossums feign de-th
when frightened, thus the popular expression used my men, "playing 'Possur”, Opossums are s~id
to be edible, (but who wants to eat 'possum ~fter seeing one?) and are valued for their furs.

;hey are s;id to be Southern Culinary Delicacy. (Southerners rust have = different species to ny
've seen.

Occasicnally, animels would free themselves from the traps by gnawing their legs off Jjust
below the trap jews where the flesh was numb from pressure. When caught in jaws of tra2ps, the
flesh would swell, meking it impossible to draw the leg out of the trap. The animal skins were
stretched on A shaped frames, hung on the side of the barn to dry, then shipped to F. C. Teylor
Furr Company, St. Louis, lMissouri.

Occasionally a cotton-tailed rabbit would be caught. The cry (or sound) they made was
he~rrt breaking to a mere 5 year old child.

TRAPPING INCIDENTS
by Joe Gilmore

My trapping career started off as most boys did in that day and time, with a trap line I
could run on the way to school. Some of the teachers were quite shocked at first but soon grew
accustomed to the smell of skunk. I trapped and skinned the animals for their hides. They did
not bring much money but every penny counted end you could buy & piece of candy or even & pencil
with one back then.

I have kept dogs around most of my life to help find the small animals ~nd lost treps. I
have had 21l kinds, big, little, old and young. Some good, some bad. When I married and moved
down southsast of Coshoma, on the edge of the canyon I had three or four dogs and my wife (Sivyl)
and I would go hunting nearly every night. The dogs would tree something and I would strike out
in 2 derd run to see the fight. Sibyl would not see in the dark so yshe would stumhle and fight

~her way over cactus, mesquite and catclew-bushes only to arrive about the time the fight was
over. I ordered me a fine coon dog from Kentucky. About All that dog would do was bark. One
nifht, my brother-in-lsw, Everett Wilkins and I took turns trying to persuxde that dog to stop
barking. He did. Later on a skunk came prowling Around and got hung in the fence about ten
feet from that dog but he did not say a word. I took this same dog with me on the trap line
and found & trap gone. I turned the dog loose and started walking. The dog trailed around and
took off over the hill and treed. I razn and wnlked 2bout a mile over to where he was. He had
a chapperel treed. That was one of my better dogs!

Everett and I decided to go hunting one nipght and we ran into one skunk right ~fter another
and they would 211 run up the hill and go into 2 hole. Everett figured he would stop all that
nonsense 8o he goes up and plants himself in front of the hole. I got ~fter the skunk and it
herded for the hole. Everett simed his 22. It snapped on empty. He turned the gun around and
holding it by the barrell, proceeded to knock l4r. Skunk in the head. He hit the skunk alright,
Just enough to turn him ~round and got the full dose of spray all over him and his gun.

One night I happened to be on A coon hunt here in Borden County with several old time county
residents. EAarl Seely, Martin Taylor, Howatd Eason and !Hubert Walker. There might have been
others that I can not recall right now. We were south of Gail on the river when the dogs began
to bark. One dog was doing 2 lot of barking but no one seemed to reckonize the voice. Pretty
soon the dogs all gathered inone spot and started baying. Ve found the dog with the strange voice
belonged to Martin Taylor. Ilie had owned the dog about 2 year 2nd had never heard him bark. Put
he was making up for lost time that night. He had good reason ns we shook 7 coons our of that
tree. Yartin named his dog old "7 Up" and s~id he would only bark when he found 7 coons up one
tree.

I started trapping for the Government in 1944 and hsve trapped over a big portion of West
Texas. Space does not permit me to tell all the wild »nd gruesome incidents that have h:ppened
to me over the years. I will mention only a few. It had come a r2in ~nd I was having a pretty
hard time getting around and was having to bresk the crust on All my traps. I did this with ry
pocket knife, lightly dregging the blade through the dirt covering my trep when "bang” it snepped
and cPught my finger. That did not hurt so bad but when I hit the end of th~t chain, mzn it
smerted.

Hunting coyote dens in the sand hills northwest @f Goldsmith almost proved to be the end of
this old hunter. Sand wes so deep I had to let a lot of eir out of my tires and had my wife
riding cn the back bumper of the cir, jumping up 2nd down to get tracticn to keep moving. ‘hen
we fin~lly found the den I started digging. Had dug down about waist deep and then bzck under
some brush as far as I could reach with the shovel. I hed brought out 3 pups and had just
raised up to give the last one to Sibyl when "swoosh" the whole thing caved in burying me to my
weist. Had it been 2 minute sooner, I would have been buried about 4 feet deep with the shovel
beside me and Sibyl above with nothing to dig with but her bare hands and 4O miles back in the
boon docks. Those were the days .
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We were hunting coyote dens on the C Bar Ranch south of Perwells. My wife went one way and
I went the other. I found a den and tied my shirt on 2 tree so I could go back to it and started
back to the pickup. I heard Sibyl yelling and waving for me to come on, she had found ¢ den. I
hurried across the pasture about a mile to find she had been trailing badgers all the time. Che
does not believe until this day that the tracks were made by “adgers and she was plent;y sore
when I would not dig out the den. I almost lost my shirt
thet day too, as it was light blue and blended in with the
sky but I found it and dug out the den of pups.

Last but not lenst, w2s a Borden County incident. I w=s
living on the 9 R Ranch and w~s trapping there »nd on the
McDowell Ranch. I had only been tr~pping = short time =nd
Sityl went with me nearly every day. We got over in Mc-
Dowells and I spied this coyote in ore of my traps ~nd he
h>d t>npled in some brush on top of the t~nk dem. I walked
up °nd thinking he w~s t~ngled pretty good, I decided I would
t~ke him home 2live to get b=it from. I re~ched down #nd
srotbed him by the hind leg, intending to stretch him out
so T could tie him up. The coyote had other ide~s. Not
being t2ngled so good, he immediately flipped back and
bit me or the leg. I turned loose '‘nd me And the coycte
went rolling down the t=nk dam erd cver end. -“nd wh-t
does Sibryl do but yell, "Did he hite you?" %“ell, need-
less to say, but you c7n im:gine ny snswer to that, and
you can 21so bet that I doutle check to see if = coyote
is t~npled before I decide to t2ke one home ~live.

T have had 2 lot of narrow
esc pes but have seen 2 lot
of country. llet = lot of
rice people ~nd cert~inly
enioyed ryr life =s 2 trapper. CCYUTZ Didld
I know I have saved » lot »f
sheep »nd cattle for the ranchers reg~rdless ~f wh2t the environ-
mentnlists s~y.

THE FOUR LITTLE WILDCATS
by Arthur Prirce

One morning wken I wes » little boy, about five years old, I
w~s riding »n old plug horse named S~m. e h~d pottern out of
sight of the house (lived where John Johnscn now lives) had skirted
some foot-hills =nd were entering » c~ve in the bend of the mount:in

Here we interrupted the pl»y of four little half-grown wildc:sts.
Ponic seized them =nd they took off =t their btest speed tcward the
mount=in, 7 few hundred feet sw~y. Cur yells had no c2lmirg effect
JOB GILMCRE WITH SC-LPS on them wh~tsoever but only seemed to speed them on. Up and up the
mountrinside they scrombled with little cnsc~des of gravel ~rd
sm~1]1 stones rolling dowvn tiie steep slope behind them and I watched them until-they disnppeared
over the rim of the mount~in.

Now, » highway, prved from coast to coast, runs in ensy sisht of that cove. Zvery few ye rs
»s I prss that way, I love to stop at that wonderful place °nd gnze into th7t cove and look
up "nd up the steep slope; on 2nd up to the rim of the mountain and to the very .edge over
which the four little wildcats disappe~red 75 ye~rs ~go.

PRAIRIE DUGS
by Vivian Clark

There must have been millions of prririe dogs. Their towns stretched for miles. C(ne town
up on the b-ldies was fifty miles lcng. Their holes or burrows were from 2 few feet to several
yords »part. They ate grnss and gr7ss roots so there w2s very little gr»ss for cattle around
their towns. Rattlesnnkes, dor owls, skurks and other anim»lc lived in their burrows.

Many a cowtoy w2s killed or injured by his horse stepping
in » dog hole. Often the horses leg would be broken. It
was cbout 1914, I think, that the Tex=s Legislature p2ssed
? bill requiring the land owners to kill out the prairie
dogs. They did not help us financ2lly. Ve had to do it =t
our own expense. Put it did not cost ruch. Mostly Jjust a
lot of hard work. Some counties paid 2 bounty for prririe
dog scalps. Gaines County for one but ~ccording to records,
Borden County never did.

First we tried poisoning them. We mixed mol~sses >nd
strychnine with grain. We scattered this poisoned grain, |
usuelly maise, around their holes. This killed lots of dogs
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tut not 21l of them. Then we used carbon disuephide. We would pour about a teaspoon full of
carton (2s we called it) in » suitable container and roll it down their holes. Then stop the
hole up with dirt and pack it down. OSome people 1it the carbon with a match and some did not.
RBither way, it killed the dogs.

Meny = we2ry hour I spent carrying a grubbing hoe, a bottle of carbon, a sestchel of suitable
contnriners and » pocket full of matches. Oh yes, if you wonder what these suit2ble containers
were - well - we gathered them up 2round the horse lot!

We, my Dad, Brother and I, would carry our lunch consisting of home made light bread, beans,
and dry snlt. We would stop just long enough to eat, then right on with our dog killing. We
finally killed nearly 11 of them, but there are A few still left around in the country. Some
times the dogs would stop up their hole when there wrs & rattlesnake in it. They would scratch
in dirt snd prck it down with their nose. I have put dirt in dog holes where there was a
rottlesnake., !Isually, th»t snake cime out before I got him covered up and he was plenty mad!
S~m Keen s2id the bipgest rattlesnnke he ever sew was trying tc criwl down a dog hole, but
wns so big he could not. He got off his horse to kill him but when he saw what a snake he
w~s, he pgot bzck on his horse and left him. Just too much r=ttlesn~ke for him to tackle.

The dop owl was ~ funny little bird. He will sit still and only turn his head to look at
you. OSomebody told me if I would Just keep walking ~round one, he would finally twist his head
off. I tried that sever2l times, but it never did work.

When we killed out the prririe dogs, the mesquite brush took over. Now we spend thousands
of dollars and much labor trying to kill the mesquite.

Eemin s 398006 HHEEHE

MES. EULA E. PARKER,82, drughter of the late Henry Hollars, early day Borden County Pioneers,
and wife of the late Jim Parker, died December 5, 1975 in Amarillo, Texas. Survivors include
three dzughters, Juanita Gruner,, Thelm2 Marsh and Eul: liae Jones, also 2 brother, T. A. (Bud)
Hollar ~nd ~ sister, Mrs. E, H. (Attir) Jowers ~nd several grandchildren.

MiS. DD MILLER, 88, wife of the lete J. E. (Edd) liller, the son of the late Ritch Miller of
Porden County, died December 27, 1975 in Snyder, Texas. A daughter, Margaret Miller survives.

RILL MJLLER, 81, a former rancher of Borden County, prssed awry January 7, 1976 in Repid
City, South Dakot~. Survivors include his wife, Winnie (Chandler), two sons, William and Jim
of inpid City, » brother Charlie Miller of Snyder. He was the son of Ritch Miller, early
Torden County Ranchman. Furinl w~s in Snyder, Texss.

1425, ELL* (von Roeder) iichter, 91, died January 14, 1976 in Snyder, Texas. Survivors include
~ drughter, lrs. l'elbs OMlendorf of Lockhart; . son, Gilbert of Snyder; two sisters, Mrs. E.
Idd Yurphy 1nd !rs. Jim Scrrells ~nd 2 brother, ilerbert S. von Roeder, All of Knapp, Texas;
six prondchildrer ~rd seven gre~t grandchildren.

Vi, ‘FNCLD STRIY, wife of ‘rnold Strey, » lore time Rorden County Tropper, died January 12,
1076 in Sweetwster, Tex?s. Survivors include her husband and » son, lugene.

ILICHARD CORNETT, brother of J. 4. (RPud) Cornett of Rorden County, died December 10, 1975 in
: Lubhock liospit=] ~fter » lengthy illness. Other survivors nre his wife, a brother, Pill,
two sisters ~nd his mcther, lrs. Ruby Wood2ard of Justiceburg, Tex~s.

MiMCRIALS TC MUSIUM

N¥r. and Mrs. Rilly Se~ly and Mrs. Z°rl Se~ly of Snyder, Texss have m~rde a generous donation
ir memory of “llen Stephens.

n memcry of Mrs. Muls (iinllnr) Parker, memorinl gifts have been received from Ruth H. (Elmer
‘uith Holl~r) Richaway of Houston; The rflmer liollars; Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Stegal; Mr. and Mrs.
L. C. WVi1li~ms; lMrs. Dick Coffee; Doris mudd; The Martin Taylors;~and The Vivian Clarks.

In memcry cf Fill !iller, the Berden County Museum has received gifts from Earl and Blanche
(Mitcnell) wileon of Cnyder; The Tom Bouchiers, Post; Vivian and Pauline Clark of Gail; Doris
fhudd of G~21l1; =nd The l~rtin T~ylors of Hico, Texas.

A memorial has teen given to the Museum in memory of Mrs. Elle (von Roeder) Richter by Mrs.
C~rl Grry of Snyder, Texes.

Hrs. C~rl Gray of Snyder has made = generous donation to the Museum in memory of Carrie Taylor.

1USEUM NEIS
* most enloyable time wens had by ~l1 who attended The quarterly meeting of the Permian
7-sin Museum Institute Associ~tion in Colorado City, Texas on Jamuary 17, 1976. There are
twenty-six Museums in this associstion. The dutch-trest luncheon, arranged by !rs. Margaret
Oyles, w2s very delicious.

On the program were Yelma Dyche; Dr. Fran Samponcro, Profeesor of History at the U. T. B.A.
College in Odess2, Texas; John Wilson, Museum Consultznt of the Museums in the Basin; Mrs.
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‘Clixples C. Thompson and Mr. Lee Jones, Jr. President of the Colorado City Museum and also
‘President of The Museum Association.

.In the afternoon, a bus tour of Colorado City Landmsrks was made by the group. This was
most interesting, seeing the places that we knew meny esrly aay Borden County pioneers had
traded, as Colorado City was the first town of Aany size in this new found land, and the tradirg
post for all surrounding settlements. Visited were: The W. H. (Uncle Pete) Snyder building,
1884 ; The Restaurant and Saloon, owned by Jake Maurer and his wife, Kowdy Kate, 1880's; Mcsoric
Lodge Building, 1884; All Saints Episcopal Church, 1883; The D. N. Arnett home, 1859, . rrett
was one of the earliest ranchers in Mitchell County; The First School House, 1884; The ./in-
field Scott Home, 1888; Scott wes one of the wezlthiest bankers and ranchers in West Tex~s;

F. M. Burns House, his ancestors were largely responsible for founding the first iiistcricol
Museum in Colorado City, which is now The Colorado City Historical Museum; The First Methodist
Church, 1884; The Colorado City Playhouse (Was Colorado City Opera House), it has been restored.
This was quite interesting as characters in the plays had to dress out back in 2 small build-
ing and there was no shelter between; Our last stop was The Colorado City ilistorical Museunm
which was very interesting depicting a lot of history cf by gone days.

Museum representatives attended the meeting from McCamey, Pecos, Snyder, Alpine, Senfraves,
Midland, Ozona, Odessa, Colorado City and G2il. Those nttending from Borden County were lirs.
Edna Miller and Vivian and Pauline Clark. Thank you, our Colorado City Friends, for suca a
lovely day!

The Borden County Museum Association will host The Permian Basin }Museum Association in
early fall. Will see you then.
e HHEHE 5

A very generous donation was been made to The Borden County Museum by Mr. and Mrs. J. L.
Sorrells, Star Route, Ira, Texas.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Miller, Rapid City, South Dakota have mede 2 very generous donation tc
The Borden County Historical Society. Jim is the son of the late Bill Miller.
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FINAL SCHEDULE SET FOR BI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IN BORDEN COUNTY MAY 29th and 30th

Borden County's Bi-Centennial Committees are beginning to work overtime toward the largest
undertaking of festivities to ever be held in Borden County celebrating this Country's Birthday
on May 29th and 30th.

SATURDAY, MAY 29th

10:00 A. M. (Down Town)
- 11:30 A. M. (Posse Building)
Musical entertainment, games for children, and
Country Store will be open with Arts and Crafts.

1:30 P. M. (Auditorium)
Wild West Show 3:30 P. M. (Arena)

To say this celebration is the largest ever planned for Borden County is saying a lot, for
there have been many successful celebrations in Gail, Texas. Although the number of residents in
our County is few, compared to most counties in the state of Texas, the people join together and
give it 2ll they've got when there are activities planned to draw our Pioneer Brothers and Sisters
bock to Borden County. The pioneer atmosphere which still lingers here in their descendants must

be the drawing power.

To name one of the very successful celebrations held in Geil, Texas, was the one in 1942.
The headlines of one of our area papers read, "Nearly 4,000 People See Club Stock Show at Gail
Monday". This celebration included a parade, (The last parade held in Gail.) 4-H stock show,
fodeo and Homecoming. There have been several large homecoming occasions held since this 1942
c.-lebration and as always, everyone ~omes from far and near to re-unite with friends and loved
ones from the pioneer heritage they have once known or been close to.

The Bi-Centennial Committees have plans toward making the parsde for our May celebration
_one of history in Borden County. Not only the largest ever held here but perhaps one of the most
wnique in our state. The actual history of our State and County, down through 21l the eras will
be depicted with a herd of buffalo, Indians, longhorn cattle, Spaniards, covered w:=ons, early
settlers, the Gay 20's, and on through the modern eras. The igfgination will not have to linger
far, Every era will be presented as realistically as humanly possible. The parade will begin at.
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10:00 A. M. on May 2yth, 1976. Florts will be judged »nd vrizes awarded to the top three.

On to the school grounds for a Bar-B-Q dinner. You guess it —— Ruff2lo Rar-E-Q. laybe it
will be ;nothor "first" for you but = rerl trert if you h~ve never tried it. Cther meat will be
served also.

Musicel entert=2inment will be furnished during the lunch hour »nd old f-shioned gnmes for
the children. During this lunch bre~sk will be » pond time to visit our CCTNTEY STCRD ir *he roew
show b2srn. Arts »nd Crafts made by local women will be on sale ~»nd the beautiful Ti-lentenni-l
quilt, hendmade by locnl women, will be on displny. Chences ~re being sold for this ouilt ~nd
the drewing will be on Sundery. There will also be food bcoths ~nd concessions set up *througaont
the dny in the Country Store.

The fun has just begun. At 1:30 a program will be presented in the High School ..uditorium.
A musical production of our State and County History, down through the erus, portr:yed by loc.l

people.

How long has it been since you h: ve seen or heard others tell of the WILD WEST SHOW? be-
ginning at 3:30 P. M., you will have the opportunity to see one yourself. Wild bronc riding,
Indian d-necing, trick roping, and many other events and surprises. The Saturday activities
should be over by 5:00 P. M. and you can po rest up for the pglorious d-y planned on Sund:y,
M-y 30, 1976.

SUNDAY, MAY 30th, 1976 HOMECOMING DAY

Church Service - - - 10:30 A.M., Grant Teaff, Speaker

Singing, visit-tion and games
for the children. Museum will
be open.

The church service will be held in the Football Stadium
if we-ther permitting. Otherwise, it will be held in
the High School Auditorium.

We are so deeply honored to h~ve Grant Teaff as rour spe~ker for this service. Gr:nt is football
coach of Rrylor University and has traveled extensively spe~king throughout the United States in
behalf of the Christisn Athletes. Grant was born and r-ised in Snyder, Texas and is so loved

by one and 211, f-r °*nd ne~r. Mr. Bill White of Venzuela will be our special singer. Bill is
the son-in-=law of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Miller of Snyder. Grant and Bill ~re the de rest of friends,
so they will be bringing - glorious day to Borden County.

Iunch will be served Free following the Church Service. We dc ask the women to bring saluds
and desserts.

After lunch, we just plan a good ~fternoon of singing, visitation, games for the children.
The museum will be open for those who would love to brouse through rec:lling the "Good Ole Days'
and reminising over the memories they will recall in the Museum.

SUNDAY IS HOMECOMING DAY WELCOME HOME WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAVING YOU

I 38HEHE I

THE ARTS AND CRAFTS COMMITTEE for the Borden County Bi-Centennial Celebr:tion M y 29-30
reports the following activities: The historic:l quilt is now in the process of being put toge-
ther. In October, 76 quilt blocks were issued to interested women to embroider or applique.
Each block represents ~n historic-l event or something memor~ble to Borden County's History. The
blocks were desirmed by Mrs. J'ck McPhaul and the quiltins is under the supervision of Nrs.
Herm-n Ledbetter. The quilt is queen-size and is mAde of n'tur:l muslin blocks put together
witk - red c~lico print. This quilt will be given awny to some lucky person on Miy 29th. You
do not have to be present to win. Tickets - 1500 of them - are now available :nd c.n be ordered
from Mrs. Roland Key, Box 135, Gail, Texsas 79738. Just send $1.00 don-tion for eich ticket and
Mrs. Key will sign you up as a prospective winner.

THE ARTS AND CRAFTS COMMITTEE will sponsor a Country store on May 29th. This will be opened
in our County Barn and we want each woman in our area to p-rticipate. We ask each of you to
donate something for the store: needlework of =ny nature; baked or canned goods; candies; art
work, etc. Please plan now wh:t you will donate and let us he:r from you. We need your coop-
eration.

The money derived from the quilt and from the Country Store sales will go to a Bi-Centennial
project for Borden County.

IHHHHE S 3

The HISTORICAL COMMITTEE is still interested in compiling 2 book of facts end families for
our Bi-Centennial year. The following is a list of facts you can use as a guideline for your
story. o




When the first of your family come to Borden County.
Where they cams from.

Rames of all who cams.

Why they cams.

Where they settled.

Conditions of land where they settled.

Their occupation before they came.

Occupation ~fter coming to Borden County.

Your occupation.

Where and when and who you married.

Where you live at this time.

Names of your children.

A short story of the family's life hers.

tny unusual or interesting facts you can add.

Any offices or civic organizations you or your forefathers p.rticipated in.
Any early day wedding or f-mily pictures you would like to share with us.

M24il these to Bax 56, G:il, Texas 79738 by March 15, 1976.
SRR a0
GAIL F. H. A. PUBLISHES BI-CENTENNIAL BOOK

The Borden County Future Homemakers of Americ: are sponsoring a Bi-Centenni 1 book. This
speci~l book will feature such chapters as historical brands, old and modern recipes, fiarming
and r=nching hints, household hints, etc. The recipes &nd articles were given by interested
citizens of the commnity and surrounding areas. Plans have been made to sell this historic:l
book 4t the speci-l Bi-Centennial celebration to be held in May.

The F. H. A. sponsored a contest for the naming of the celebration and book.. The winning
n-me, "1976 - THE GREATEST THING SINCE 1776" was submitted by Lisa Mcleroy, a student it
Rorden County High School. She is the daughter of Mr. -nd Mrs. James Mcleroy of Guil.

by Donelle Jones

IEEEE IEEEE IHHHHE

THE BORDEN COUNTY BI-CENTENNIAL PL/NNING COMMITTEE will h:ve available in April or early
VM-y -ttractive coin medals symbolizing characterristics of 1life in Borden County, with the
familier Musaway Peak in the background. The opposife side will Present the Liberty Bell s
a fitting memorial to the American Bi-Centennial.

Prices and : more complete description will be -v~:ilable at a later diite. Inquiries may
be sent to: Med~llions, Bax 156, Gail, Tex:s 79738.

T 3Rt

LETTERS FROM THE PENS OF OUE RE\DERS

I enjoy the Borden Citizen very much. Tnclosed find check for $3.00. I used to come to
Homecomine with my 1-te husbind, Milton Dill hunty ~nd my father-in-law, Mzx Dillahunty, “The
Fiddler" ~nd enjoyed it very much. MRS. MILTON & DILLAHUNTY, Lubbock, Tex:s

(nditor's Note: Maybe you can come back to the next Homecoming on Miy 29-30, 1976.)

"neclosed please find cherk for two years subscription to the Borden Citizen and I would
appreciate i+ copy of Vol. X, No. 3, on Texas Cattle Brands, if you happen to h:ve an extra copy.
My f-ther, John S. Fritz, at one time had his br-nd registered in Borden County. It was cilled
the J. J., with 2 J on the left shoulder ~nd - J on the left hip. C.LVIN FRITZ, Denver, Colo.

I ~m writing to renew my subscription to The Borden Citizen. I do enjoy it so very muct.
So many n-mes and people I remember. Also many relatives and places. I think you folks are
doing & wonderful job and how I would love to see the Museum. WILLIE MiY (TURNER) THOMAS.

We enjoy the Borden Citizen and are proud of the Museum. We so much appreciate all yours
snd Mrs. Clark's and the others labor on those things. I do not see how vou do it.
AGNES SORRELLS, Ira, Texas.

December 30, 1975. The 1l-st issue of the Borden Citizen was the most interesting one 1 can
think of. They are =11 very interesting ~nd I would not mics a copy for anything. I adnire
the efforts of 211 persons which go into it's production and am thankful for same.

/RTHUR PRINCE, Abilene, Texas.

48 you know, my parents moved from McClennan County, Tex-s in 1908 to wh:it wzs then Durham,
Rorden County, Texas. The first time I was ever in Gail, was in 1910. I have what 1 believe
to be vivid memory of the "down-town" section, the Courthouse being surrounded by shops on
e-st side, stores, Bank, Barber Shop on North, Dorwnrd Drug Store &nd on the west side by =~
newspaper print shop and something else, which I do not remember. I believe it was the '"Der-
rick Hotel" on south side of the square. J. L. CANTRELL, Lubbock. Tex:s
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Enclosed find $3.00 for my subscription to the Borden Citisen. I enjoy it very much. My
f-ther, C~lvin Warren Grissom, lived 2nd worked in Borden County sometime in the latter part
of 1895 to 1900, ~s ne~r -8 I can find out. He worked on 1 or 2 ranches and also worked on
the rail ro~d ~round Snyder. In 1928, I visited G=il with him. We spent the night with the
son of one of the men he used to work for. He lived on the old road from Big Spring. It came
out East of town, his n-me was either Willi~ms or Wilson and I h-ve forgotten which.

My father was born in Hickman County Kentucky, November 2, 1877. His f:ther was killed in
=n rccident, his mother then moved to Huntingdon, Tennessee, where he was adopted by W. C.
Groom who brourht him to Brownwood, Texzs, where he owned » wagon yard. My father wus raised
in Rrowmwood before cominc to Gail. He came to Houston:round 1900 where he learned to be :
telesraph operator.

I ‘m sending you a1 copy of his adoption which you may use as you m:y see fit. I have an

extr: copy. He died September 14, 1944. If you run across any information about him, I would
like to know of it. E. F. GRISSOM, Houston, Texas

Wdy 20, 135
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Ple~se write in your Memoirs of "The Old Time Freighters of Borden County" and send them to
P-uline Clark, G il Tex:s, 79738 or to Edna Miller, Fluvanns, Texas 79517.

Published 4 times a year, September, December, March and June. Subscription rate $3.00 yearly
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wnfhen gl[l?en payable to the BORDEN CITIZEN; and mailed to the Borden County Historical Survey Committee,
i : 3 % L J

Gail, Texas, 79738.
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