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Committee Amendment G by 3
- ( 5
Amend Legislative Committee Draft Article Sec. 5(e) if
by: \j
N
deleting it and inserting in its place the following: ,‘L¢L%? \
.'"‘L/, f Fo / \r
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Sec. 5(e) 4§§};7 & ,'{
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If the Supreme Court of Texas érﬂa federal court finds a
redistricting plan eﬁacted by the legislature invalid, the legislatu;é)
shall meet in special session within fourteen days of the court's
ruling, on a date set by the secretary of state or on the fourteenth
day, to consider enactment of a new redistricting plan. If a regular
session of the legislatgre convenes within 45 days of the court's
ruling of invalidity, conéiderétion an&;énaCtmént of a new
redistricting plan is postponed until that regular session.

If the legislature fails to enact a new redistricting plan

during the special session or within the first thirty days of the
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regular sessionuﬂwhichever is applicable, the Supreme Court of

Texas shall redistrict the state within ten days.



Amendment ) By
i
Amend Section 8(f) of the proposed Legislative Article by

deléting on line 20 and 21 the words "and verbatim reports
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TEXAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Preliminary Draft
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Sec. 12. LOCAL AND SPECIAL LAWS. (a) Except as expressly
authorized by this constitution, the legislature may not enéct
a local or special law if a general law is or can be made
applicable. Whether a general law is or can be made applicable
i1s a question subject to judicial determination.

(b) The legislature may enact local laws granting discre-
tionary powers to cities, countles, and other political subdi-
visions. No bill may be passed under the authority of this
subsection unless notice of the intention to introduce the bill
has been given as provided by law in the locality affected.
Evidence that the notice was given shall be exhibited in the
legislature before the bill is passed. !Ap,/g(,;,“,J a}t;/N.
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AMEND CCP 1 by striking Section 12, Article III, and substituting in
lieu thereof the following:
l"Section 12. Local or Special Legislation.
"(a) When a general law is or can be made applicable, the Legis-

lature shall pass no mandatory local law which applies to less than all
Q_—-—-———.____‘ £
cities or all counties or other like political subdivisions of the state.

Whether a geﬁeral'law is or can be made applicable shall bé a matter for
judicial determination.

""(b) When a local law is enacted by the Legislature, the affected
political subdivision or subdivisions qf the state shall be named in the
bill.

"(c) No local law shall be enacted unless notice of the intention
to apply therefor shall have been published in the locality or localities
where the matter or thing to be affected may be situated in a manner to be
provided by law. The evidence of such notice having been published shall
be exhibited in the Legislature before such act shall be passed.

"(d) The Legislature shall pass no special law."

/
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AMENDMENT NO. i B,

. . Ron Clower

Amend Proposal No. 1 by adding the Subsections (e),f(f),
(g), and (h) to Section 5, Article III.
(e) A Legislative Redistricting Board shall be consti-
tuted within twenty days of August 15. The board shall
consist of the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Attorney General, the
Comptroller of Public Accounts, and the Commissioner of

the General Land Office.

(f) If the Legislature fails to redistrict by August 15
or if its redistricting plan is declared invalid, the
State shall be redistricted by the board. In the event
of failure to redistrict, the board shall convene as
soon as practicable after it is constituted. In the
event the legislative redistricting plan is declared
invalid, the board shall convene as soon thereafter as is
practicable. The board shall make and file its re-
districting plan with the Secretary of State within

- twenty-five days after its first meeting. i
(g) If the board fails to complete its redistricting in
accordance with the requirements of this Section, the Supreme
Court of Texas shall have original jurisdiction to compel
the board to perform its duties and may provide such

remedies and penalties as may be appropriate.

(h) The board shall be dissolved immediately following
the first general election held in accordance with a valid

redistricting plan.
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Legislative

‘Variations on the theme of
legislative  sessions were
presented by convention
delegates to their colleagues
on the Legislative Committee
Tuesday.

Several ideas dealt with
special sessions. Rep.  Ron

]

eachhouse B SHRE
And Rep. Richard
Reynolds ‘of ' Richardson:

* suggested that the legislature
_ convene itself in special™"
- session only with a four-fifths:’

vote of the membership ot
eachhouse., i
He critlclzed Colemanu

i “simple' ' majority":

. Tequirement, saying it waould *_
. “lead to nothing but chaos. *'“

‘The .committee 'also’ heard .

s fromy formets Meridian ’ Seni. ¢

: .r.p. m-ggu 2 o :‘:hn_ Auéuh

£ “If th gisrd;m is givan

! the authority'ta ‘call itself

"into special“ession .. I
‘think ' yotr'll " bein’ contlnual

k session," Word sald

“Coleman of E! Paso told .

committee members that he
is proposing that a simple
majority of members of each
house be able to call

He also- urged a provision
to allow the leglslature to fix
its own salaries, a_nd not to
establishi salary
commiss:on to set pay limits.

‘ Rep: Hilary Doran of Del
Rio, who "is not seeking .
~ re-election, took the opposite
~'tack. He” ‘wanted legislative
-~salaries ﬁxed in  the
- constitution - a: $14,000
annually (they are presently
$4,800 a year). .

To *sell’’ the higher salary

‘to voters, he recommended

cutting the size of the House
to 100 members from the
present 150.

The committee also heard
a variety of proposals on
session length — proposals
that indicate many delegates
favor a.rmual sessions,

‘Even Sen. W.T. Moore of
Bryan said, though he

" “personally” = didn’t like

themselves  into  special

session; ¢
Rep. Carl Parker of Port

_.Arthur and:Sen.' Ron Clower -

of Garland both wanted to
allow . legislature-called
* special sessions on petition of

_two-thirds of the members of ...

annual sessions because he
didn't like to come to Austin,

‘“he could accept a regular

session in even-numbered

- 'years of -140 days in length,

and a brief budget session in
odd-numbered years of 30 to
60 days.
- .Several . proposals.. would "

have set up annual sessions, .

""varying mostly in details of
* length and topics that could -

be considered. -
The most detailed was

from Rep. Bob Davis of
‘Dallas. He would provide for.

a ** 10-day': organizational

session in January of each
. even-numbered year, then a '
. two-month recess followed by.‘
. al40-daysession. . i 0o

'In odd: numbered years he i
proposed “'!'the ' legislature

meet © to-ii;consider fiscals |
matters, b legis‘latinnf"

. submitted by ' the goevernor .,

_and *(bills - subiitted? < by

! standing " *le.gislatlve

. committees. —RICK FISH -

~

N -
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'STATEMENT BY MIKE MCMANIGAL, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
-~ ——  TEXAS FARMERS UNION

‘t.&
| @M/ ¢ / BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1974

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Legislative Committee, my name
is Mike'McManigal; I am Assistant to the President of Texas Farmers
Union. Our membership is composed of commercial family farmers who
afe_concerned with the quality of future legislative bodies.

With the quality and professionalism of future legislators
uppermost in our minds, we have the following recommendations which
we think would contribute most effectively to future problem-solving
legislative sessions. We recommend annual sessions of the legislature,

—_&§_‘_—-—._
as well as higher legislative pay. We feel that more pay is necessary

if we are to continue getting the caliber of legislators necessary to
do the job effectively.

Our members are also in favor of single-member legislatiave
—_—— ___*;.__-——-——“—*“———_____‘_____

districts. We feel that the representative should be directly responsi-

ble to a certain constituency and that through this responsibility

we will have more effective government.

Our members strongly feel that futureglegislative bodies should

- B

have the authorlty to call themselves into spec1al session by two-

thirds vote of the members of each House. Had we had this authorlty,
the 63rd Legislature would have already convened twice this year,
once to face the critical energy crisis and attempt a solution
before the problem got out of hand and to consider the deteriorating
condition of our school finance program; We feel that no longer

can the State with its complex problems afford to rely strictly

upon the judgment of any single individual to call the legislature
into session.

Our members would like to see all meetings for government business

continue to be open to the public\and they are agreeable to reducing

the minimum age quallflcatlon for senators to twenty flve years and

for representatives to eighteen years in light of the right to vote

e e | R i STCNTHCIN ..
of elghteen—year—olds.

We thlnk the Lieutenant Governor's power to debate or vote shauld

—_— e ———

be exercised only in the case of a tie.

Our members to not believe that it is in the best interest

of the people of this state to increase the Senate membership
e e e —

above thirty-one nor the House membership above one hundred fifty-five
— e —— ._——J’—_‘—‘__\
it = - NS

We strongly favor previding constitutional guarantees for initiative
——_———’——_—_——_——_____ = e e

referendum recall processes to the voters of this State.

—_—

—_—

— .



We think this was a serious deficiency in the Constitutional Commission
recommendation.

OUr members strongly favor giving future legislatures the

authority to tax alternatlve sources of revenue for State fundlng

such as a corporate profits and a natural resources tax. It is
our feeling that the State Sales Tax has brought in _about all .
the revenue that it should and that alternatives should now be

sought.

OUr members do not feel that future legislative bodies should

requ1re 1ncreases in local government expendltures unless

supplemental approprlatlons to those local government bodles

are prov1ded to cover the required expenditures.
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