THE.GUINEY PIG
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ot fo good as to be much demanded 5 but ic
might be improved, by keeping them in warrens,
whete they would have the benefit of frefh air,
and the liberty of choofing herbs agreeable to
their fafte. Thofe kept in houfes have nearly
the fame bad tafte with warren-rabbits; and
thofe kept in gardens during fummer have an
infipid, but lefs difagreeable favour.

The temperament of thefe animals is {0 hot
and premature, that they copulate five or fix
weeks after their birth,  They acquire not, how-

ver, their full growth before the 8th or gth
month.  But this increafe of fize confifts only of
fut; for the folid parts are fully unfolded befo
forth at the age of two mon
confifts of four or five; the
of feven or eight, and
elve. The mother
fiftcen days ; fhe ban
\ as fhe reccives the male, which
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are killed by cold and by moifture ; they allow
themfelves, without refiftance, to be eaten by the
cats; even the mothers defend fiot their young
from 'their defiroyers; not having time to foriy
an attachment to their young, ‘they make no efe
forts to fave them.  The males are fill lefs folic
citous about their ofiépring, and even allow theme
felves to be devoured, without refiftance,  They
feem 'to hiave no diftinet fentifment, but that of
Iove: * When under the influenée of this paffion,
thiey are fufteptible of anger, fight cruelly, and
even kill‘each other in difputing the poffeilion of
afemale. They pafs their lives in fle
ing, and amours.'  Their fleep i
quents they cat every hour, both day and night,
and they indulge in mutual embraces as often as
they eat.  Though perpetually throwing out
urine, they never drink. They feed on all kinds
of herbs, but efpecially on parfley, which they
prefer 'to grain or to bread. They are likewife
fond of ‘apples and other fruits. * They eat preci-
pitantly, like the rabbit, litle ata time, bt very
fien. They make'a kind of grunting noife,
fimilar to thatof a youngpig. A kind of chirp-
ing nioife ‘marks the time 'of their amours, and
they raif¢ a fharp cry when they feel pain, They
y delicate, and fo impatient of cold,
ilt to_ prefrve them through the
hey muft be kept in a dry, warm,
wholefome place.  When they feel cold, they af-
femble and crowd cloft together; and they often
9 all
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Al perifh in this ftuation. By nature they are
entle and tame. They do no_ mifchief; but
Shey ace cqually incapable of good ; £or they ne-
‘et form any attachments. - Mild by conftitution,
docile through weaknefs, almoft infenfible to
crery obje, they have the appearance of living
machines conftruéted for the purpofes of propa=
gaion, and of reprefenting a fpecics.
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