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INATURE, by defeending gradually from
great to fimall, from firong to weak, coun-
terbalances every part of her works. Attentive
folely to the prefervation of each fpecies, fhe
creates a profufion of individuals, and fupports
by numbers the finall and the fecble, whom fhe
hath left unprovided sith arms or with courage.
She has not only put thofe inferior animals in
condition to perpetuate and refift by their own
numbers, but fhe feems, at the fame time, to
have afforded a fupply to each by multiplying
the neighbouring fpecies. 'The rar, the moufe,
the field moufe, the water-rat, the fhort tailed
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field-moufe, the fat fquirrel, the fapleee]

the dormoufe, the fhrew-moufe, and feveral

others which I mention not, becaufe they do not

to our climate, form fo many diftiné and

feparate fpecies, but fo analogous to each othe
hould

thaty if any one fh 4
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at number of neighbouring .}“.;,“:;.
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from cach other. An oak,
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aak ; when thefe were diftinguifh
dhe pine, and the yew, the three
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we examine her, proper and particular names
will become more frequent. When natural ob-
s, therefore, are reprefented to us, under ge-

jeck
uaml«luu.mnlmw or by claffes and genera, it
& recalling the darknefs peculiar to the infant
fate of human knowledge.
parent of genera; but feience will for ever con=

Ignorance is the

tinue to create and to multiply proper names 3
and I fhall never befitate i g
ber, as often as 1 have occafion to delineate dif-
ferent fpecies
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are fond of warmth, and, in winter, fn;
;‘hcmfcl\es near the chimneys, or ]ud’ b
a) : pi :
e yrar Rfaw : In fpite of cats, poifon, and f;
iefe animals muliply fo ‘greatly,  that gio;
otlmn do much damage. In old conntr “h i
e Ty o
Sl kept, and where the vicmi[“(cs
'v:\ms and magazines of hay facilitates theis ik
;‘ea(, they often increafe fo prodigiouf “»m
L iy digioufly, tha
% .pcl»ﬂd} s are obliged to remove dnd) defe ¢
heir habitations, unlefs the rats happen ¢ dm
ro; cl hel i | s e
Wh‘ync? hl other. It is well known, that rats
3 fv ’rh e hed for food, eat one another. thn.
e etéated by too great'a b Mber ALY
crowded inf p! n
(ro\ L’ d ”]m one place, the ftrong kill the \vcakg
spen their heads, and firft = ;
, 2 {t eat the brain,
e 2 ft ain, and then
. vr lﬂ of the bn‘u)v. Next day, the war is re.
ewed, and continues in the fame manner Gl
moft (:f them are deftroyed. This is the re: (l
malt o 4 lfroyed ¢ reafon
‘b.:y n:_rr animals, after being extremely trouble.
mru,]mm;‘ljem' all of a fudden, and return not
a long time. The fame chi i
A e me thing happens to
s e bc p]m ligious multiplication is in-
pted only by the hoftilitie o
ik shl b ‘Jihhms they exercife on
e , when provifions become fearce. This
; idden d cftruion is aferibed by Ariftotle to the
0P rai r Y
Lot of rains.  But rats are not expofed to
I}dm, ».\]nd the field-mice know how to guard
hemfelves againft its effects ; f b
: ainf ; for th y
inhabit are not even moift, g

nuate
e among

The rats are as lafcivi
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sien they fight. They prepare a bed for thcir
Jouog, and foon learn them 10 eat When the
oung begin to iffuc from theie hole, the mo=
s watches, defends, ‘and even fights with the
G i order to fave them. A large yatis more

Sifhievous, and nearly s firong, as @ young

T The fore-teeth of the rat are long and
{rong: The cat is nota good biter; and, as fhe

ufes her claws only, i requires t0 be both vi-
orous and. accultomed to fight. The weafcl,
Eough fmallr, is a more dangerous and formi=
dible enemy, becaufe he follows the ratinto his
hole.  Their firength being nearly equal, the
combat ofien continues long : But the method
of ufing their arms is very different, The rat
wvounds only by reiterated firokes with his fore=
‘ecth, which are rather deftined for gaawiog than
biting 3 and, being fituated at the extremity o
the lover or jaw, they have not much force,  But
he weael bites cruelly with the whole jaw, and,
{afiead of quitting bis hold, he fucks the blood
from the wounded part; and, therefore, the rat
uniformly falls a facrifice to the weafel.

Of this fpecies, as in all thofe which confift of
sumerous individuals, there are many varicties.
Belide the common rat, which is blackifh, fome
ave brown, others gray, reddifh, and even totally
“hite, The white rats have red eyes, like the
‘whitc rabbit, the white moufe, and all the other
“nimals which are perfedily white. The whole
fpecics, and its varieties, appear 10 be patives of

s 4 tempe-
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temperate dlimates, and. are more difffed o
the warm than the cold regions.  There werg v
sats originally in America *; but thofe imported
from Europe multiplicd fo prodigioufly, hat the
were long the feourge of the colonies, Wheng (.
had no enemies but large ferpents, which fl.
lu?ved the ratsalive.  They have been carried h‘
fhips into the Eaft Indies, and all the iflands of thy
Indian Archipelagot; and are found likeuits
in Africaf. But, towards the north, they luv:
never multiplied beyond Sweden ; for what arg
called Norwegian and Lapland rats, are animaly
of a different fpecics. ¥

SUPPLEMENT,

, PONTOPPIDAN remarks, ¢ that neithe the
¢ wood nor water rats can live farther north than

Norway ; that there are feyeral diftricts, as that
¢ of Hordenverinthediocefe of Bergen, andothers
¢ in the diocefe of Aggerhum, where no ratsare
¢ to be found; and that the rats on the fouth
¢ banks of the river Vormen foon perifh when
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« cartied tothe north fide of it. This difference,”
1o adds, ¢ can only be aferibed to certain exhala-
¢ ions of the foil, which are defrutive to thefe
¢ animals” Thefe falts may be true: But we
Jae often difcovered that Pontoppidan s an au~
thor who deferves not entire credit.

M. le Vicomte Querhéent has favoured me
with the following remarks: ‘That the rats, trant-
ported from Europe tothe Ifleof France, increal-
% to fuch a degree, that, itis alledged, they

made the Dutch leave the ifland. The French

have diminifhed the number, though great quan-
(ities of them ill remain,  Some time, adds M.
de Querhient, after a rat refides in India, he ac-
quires fo firong a fmell of mufk that he feents
every thing for a confiderable fpace round his ha-

bitation ; and it isalledged, that, when he comes
near wine, he makes it turn.four.—This Indian
rat appears to be the fame which the Portuguefe
cll chergfs, o odoriferous rat. La Boullaye-le-
Gous fays, © that it is very fmall, and nearly of
Cthe figure of the ferret; that its bite is venom-
¢ ous that its fmell is immediately perceived
¢ when it enters a chamber; and that it cries
¢ byie, hric, kric®

This rat s likewife found in Madura, where it
is called the feented raf. It is mentioned by the
Dutch voyagers, who tell us, that its fkin is as
fine as that of the mole, but not fo black f.

* Voyage de Ia Boullaye-le-Gouz, p. 256-
4 Recueil des Voyages qui ont fervi  PEtabliffement de 13
Comp. des Indes Orieat, tom. i . 275+
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