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THE INFLUENTIAL ROLE OF OUR DOCTOR

With pride, we present our Doctor; who belongs to us, the commun-
ity of Thomas.

Scanning thru? the pages of history, imporﬁant dates are noted,
Thelyear 1809 bfought many geniuses. It is alleged that every couﬁtry
in the world brought forth a genius in that year. The Honérable Phil
Conley, state historian, has made qﬁite an extensive research of that
date, Our own literary genius Edgar Allen Poe; our immortal Abraham
Lincoln were born in 1809. Time marches on! When the lives of geniﬁses
born on that date, reach their zenith some oiher‘genius must be born--
some one to take their place. Poe lived until 1849--President Lincoln
lived until 1865, | o

In 1875, it was destined that another genius come into the.world.
On the banks of the Great Kanawha River, (so great that in an effort to
form a new state from the state of Virginia, the ordinance provided that
the new state be called Kanawha) in Mason»Counﬁy, eight mileé froﬁ Poinﬁ
Pleasant,«én the south side of the Kanawha River where the valley is a
mile and an eighth wide--thié person first opened his éyes and peered
into this wo?ld. Nowhere in the world, asfin this valley; did the sun
shine more b?ightly; no where the éong bird!s tiny.throéts éttuned to
such harmonious tones. The negro, at work,vhummgd a softer, a more
jmei@di@ug tﬁne. The ccrh,gfews taller,’the white corﬁ»grew mnch sweetepr=—
‘:”iakgn to the mills, ground for luscious corn p@ne,'c@rn dodgeréll

Th@ yellow corn‘ﬁép,fed tpvthe,hags,fﬁaw for people S e
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"~ In this family ofAnine the one in whom we aré interested grad-
Luu’ﬁﬁ g@ Lfm&m T

uated from the 3 i s at Richmond. On the eve,
of his finding a location, he heard the tall oaks whisper, (nowhére
doés the oak grow larger than in the Kanawha Valley) "Go to the Wilds,
Joe, "Go to.the Wilds", |

On-May 10, 1900 this man arrived in Thomas--the crossroads of the
world--where tﬁenty to thirty emigrants of varying nationalities
arrived daily. It was a~spectacle, a riot of coior,'customs, language-~
an international situatiqn where the Doctor was to play an important part
in the lives of all of them. The Russian men wore high boots, sheep«:
lined coats, tall fur caps. The women with whité handkerchiefs tied
over their heads, whité sacks filled‘with personal belongings, (the
wbmen did the toting) feather ticks on their béck. ,Thé Italians gayly
dressed in beautifully hand embroidered costumes. They have arrived
in a new world--Thomas, West Virginia--to become what we now look upon -
as our most useful and influential citizensa-without the‘guiding hand
of this Doctor, maybe today,ybf this we couldvnot boasP. |

Thomas became a Gala.Déy. The "Marriage Brokers" worked over ‘time.
Every single man must have a wife. By piétures, persénaiyreferences, a
11ttle cash, brides arrived from across the sea. Presto | few days after
the érrival—-the wedding--a weeks .celebration, eatihg, dfinking, and
‘dancing. Let us watch a procession on their way to the Church, walking
i [up “T@ny Row“-a high board walk, dlrty, dusty, difficult walkingu-the

in a_white satln g@mn, fleer lemgbh with a train; bridegre@m with7*
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many attendants, all earing brllllantly colored artificial flowers. The
procession accompanied by an accordlan or viollnist playlng the Wedding
March, The wedding festivities--one cgstom of the men throwing silver
dollars on a heavy plate, if broken, he danced withlthg bride. Often
several dollars.wére thrown before the plate was broken-~then the man J
danced.with the bride. One beautiful bride——Queen of them all, shrewd--

purchased a hogshead of heavy plates. She received eleven hundred

- dollars in the plate breaking game. At this wedding, the guests consumed

a quarter of beef, fifty cured hams, flfty chickens; donations of frult,
bread, cakes from every famlly of her natlonality, last but not 1east,
fifty gallons of whisky, one hundred gallons of wine, five hundred gallons
of beer. The Doctor really played a part in the after-math of this
hilarious event-—-headaches, stomach—aches had to be reckoned w1th didn't
they? | | N
. Following,‘in due time, came the ghristeninés, possibly nbt as

.

elaborate, but quite a celebration. Because of pre-natal care, careful

attention, care which they had never known-~the Doctor r3031Ved a spiritual

reverence from these people, many boys named —- Joe, The mothers never

dreamed there eould be such kindness—-when she went intro the region of

the "valley of death' or such care for a human life—-her child.

Evary event was not a gala one. One morning, in the small hours, a

hmshed kneck came on the door—-a small, dark eyed beautlful woman, erying

'”‘@ftly, “Oh Mister Doctor, you will have to help me, I haven't slept for h.j”’

Tw@ m@ntns1proviausly, ahe had buried her husbamau-the laveﬂaf
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board® or a life of prostitution. y”Oh, Mister Doctor, I cah't live a

life of disgrace, because of my sons. A man has proposed marriage, I

can't marry so soon. I grieve so for my Tony". The Doctof advised her

to marry again. The next week in an all black dress--a long black

mourning veil; weeping every step of the way, wiping the tears with a

black borderedﬁhandkerchief——the wedding party slowly wended it's way to

the Church. To this mafriage,'more children came. The famiiy has prosQ>u

pered., This family bows reveréntly and worships with henor at the feet

of their*counsellor-;the Doctor. He has not been only the adviser of

physical neéds, but morals; how to invest money, where‘io send my child to |

college? patching of marital affair——diminishing the divorce rate, and ~

the most‘difficult task of all to be selected to go in ﬁhe middle of the

‘night to tell a woman her husband had met with a tragic and fatal accident. .

This has happened numerous times., | |
éne of his most interesting anecdotes is, "The Battle bf the Bridge®.

One Fourth of July, our sister téwn Davis sold iiqpor, "Thomas &idn't) |

Thomasonians,_transported by horse drawn hack--free ride furnished By Saloon

Keepers~-to obtain the "0ld Fighting Liquorf——at Pendleton Run Bridge, '

Lithuanians, Polish, Auétrians‘ﬁeb-latter demanded a‘"sw?g"-—denied—-”The

Fight is on, oh, Christian Soléiers" therefwgs blood from that point té

thg Doctorts office-—situaped some two miles;-heat, dirﬁ, dﬁét, Blood,

cussing in‘every tongue, many laﬁguagés,-—arms to be gplintered, broken

| coilar bones, broken ribs to strap-—general settling of disputes, an unw

: bi&sbd,:eferee-Poor'Docter!( He didn't have trouble s and wbrfiss?

. The Doctor has ushersd into this town—as brand new citizens—thirty
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five hundred, red faced, squawklng 1nfants, representing eleven states
of the United States, twenty one Buropean nationalities and two from
natlons of the Near East. ‘

!In 1931;ethe Medical College of Virginia conferred upon him a Doc~
torate ofiLiterature, Litt. D. (honorary degree). He has written several
articles of Neﬁional repute,’"The‘Healing Gods or Medieal Superstitions"
gathered from his own experieﬁcesﬁ; "Folk Medicine® inIWhiCh‘is!developed
"Preventatives" and,"Therapeutics", "A Collection of Medical Silhouettes™,
This collection of Silhouettes—-seventy two--—is unique in that no other
medical collectdn can boast of as large a collection. Every silhouette
is a physician. This collection took thirty years of authentic knowledge
to collect.

The Doctor hasvlectured numerous places—-Mayo Clinic, Vanderbuilt
University, American Medical Libraries, Baltimore and Richmond, College '
of Physicians and Surgeons; at Philadelphia, Medicai Societies at Kensas
City, Burminghsm, Alabama, North and Sourth Carolina; and Tennessee.

In 1932, nearing the twilight hour, arousing the curiousity of'the
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natives, ‘a huge truck and an armed. convoya-tME} ﬂi e to recede, one
GALR.

to follow ‘the truck--state police--a gift to the -
ginia~-the donor? the Doctor—-e collection q£ invaluable‘iggg‘medicéif
‘books, portraits,rprints, autogrephe? lettere; silhouebtes,'end medical
insﬁruments; The new home, for these gifts was a newlfireproof library,
'e;figﬂa'gorgecusly‘furnished focm‘in,whose'fﬁfnishings, in minute,detail?

“wénut?;type of wood work had been chosen by’theid@nor?“‘A‘beautiful

t

8ticleamher used for the upholsterlng. Thls persen whe has

‘? a priceless c@lleotion has educ‘t‘ﬂM "i $“”
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vsons at the leadlng Colleges and Universities of the country: Mercers-

burg,,Unlver31ty of Pensylvania, Yale and one who grduated in Medlclne
at Medical'College, Richmond-"Theae’are;his Jewels" as Cornelis~-mother
of Gracchi replied when asked why she was not costumed in satins,expensive

furs, and jewels., Today, it is doubtful if he would have eﬁough money

to replace the disreputable 1935 Oldsmobile which occupies space_oﬁtéide

his office door. He could have_oommercializedﬁ?reaped an untold harvest
from phree drug formulas alone--a salve for burns, a concoction for sick .
sfcMach, a never fail sore throa£ ﬁixture. ﬁNot interested in mbneyh-.

In his busylife of professional interests, he has served as Mayor
of the town, Health Officer; Councilan, member of Board of Education.

He has not been interested only in Medicine, but Art, Music. He
is connoisseur of llnen, china, 81lver, and good food he possesses many
antiques 1nclud¢ng a rare piece of Belgalklrnse point lace-—a wedding
veil of his grandmother.

One of the popular young matrons of the communiﬁy, affectionately
brags-~the Doctorfhas given her a bath--her ‘first one-—the Nursehhad
left the patient for a fow houré ﬁhen little Miss, red,'ugly,lwrinkled,
bald headed, mass of black halr on her face 1nstead of head, decided to
usher herself inté this big world. The Doctor said, “Oh, give me the

clothes I'1l teke care of~her“ The klndness has been acknowledged many

,timss. Every holiday the Boctor is invited tc partlcipate in a sumptumus

==in the preparation of which ahe is a "Past Master®,

xn'r9k8, the Flremen of Thomas celebrated "Home @ming Wbek“ with a |




In 1949 in the ssme room which harbors his priceless collection of

medical ahti@ues,-;amid pomp”aﬁd‘ceramonyaéa portrait was unveiled of o

our Beloved-~Do you not thinkmthat,thé buttehsﬁe&gﬁis'admirers fairly

nbopp'whén thesefwell—eékned hbnérs_érefheared updn‘him? rhe'information

is not fec;ived‘ffoﬁ him.‘ it is read iﬁ the newspaﬁeréQ;Never once has

he said,_ﬁBehold me! The great I did it.n The Qémmuhity is pr@ud of
hims-Doesahe ncﬁ belong to u§2 Wh6 hésmbre fight:to own him? He came E

fifty years ago-~1900~50uronn Beloved Joseph Lyon,Miller.






