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The MARMOT of Kamt{chatka,

HE Ruffian travellers have difcovered an
animal in Kamtfchatka, which they have
called a marmot, but of which they have given us
a very flight intimation only. They tell us, that
its fkin refembles, at a diftance, the variegated
plumage of a beautiful bird ; that, like the fquir-
xel, it ufes its fore-feet in eating; and that it
feeds on roots, berries, and cedar-nuts. It js
worthy of remark, that the expreflion cedar-suts
prefents a falfe idea; for the true cedar bears
cones, and other trees, called by the name of ce=
dars, bear berries.

The MARMOT of the Cape of
Good Hope.

VWV E owe the firft notices of this animat to

M. Allamand, a learned naturalift and
profeflor at Leyden. M. Pallas has deferibed it
under the name of Cavia Capenfic, and M. Vof-
maer under that of the Byflard African Marmar.
Both have given a figure of it from the fame
plate, of which M. Allamand has fent me a copy.
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Tn writing on this fubje& to M. Daubenton, he
remarks :

< I fend you the figure of a fpecies of cablai,
¢ (Tknow no other name to give it), which I re-
¢ ceived from the Cape of Good Hope. It is
< not {o well drawn as I could wifh ; but, as I
¢ have the animal ftuffed in my cabinet, if you
¢ are inclined, I fhall tranfmit it to you by the
¢ firfk opportunity.”

We accepted not this obliging offer of M. Al-
lamand, becaule we were foon after informed,
that one or two of thefe animals had arrived in
Holland alive, and hoped that fome naturalift
would furnifh us with an exa& defcription. Both
M. Pallas and M. Vofmaer have accordingly de=
feribed this animal, and I fhall here give extradts
from their remarks:

« This animal,” fays M. Vofmaer, “is known
at the Cape of Good Hope, under the name of
the Rock DBadger, probably becaufe it lives
among rocks,and under the earth,like the badger;
to which, however, it has no refemblance. It
has a greater affinity to the marmot, and yet it
differs confiderably from that animal. . . .
Kolbe is the firft who mentions this animal, and
he fays, that it refembles the marmot more than
the badger.””

‘We (hall adopt the name of the Marmot of the
Cape, in preference to that of the cavia, becaufe
it differs from the cavia or cabiai in many re-
fpe@ts: 1. In the climate, the cavia being an

animal
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animal of South Atierica, while the other is found

in Africa onlys 2. Becaufe cavia is a Brafilian

word, and ought not to be tranfported into Afii-
ea, fince it belongs to the true cavia, and to the
cavia-cobaia, or Guiney-pig. Lafily, becaufe the
cabiai inhabits only the margins of waters, and
has membranes between its toes; but the mar-
mot of the Cape lives among rocks, and in dry
grounds, which it can dig with its claws.

“ The firft animal of this fpecies,” fays M.

Vofiaer, * that appeared in Europe, was fent
by M. Tulbagh to the Prince of Orange, and its
1kin is fiill preferved in his cabinet. The colour
of the firft differed greatly from that of another
which arrived afterwards: It was very young
and very fmall. ‘That which I am about to de«

feribe was 2 male, and was fent me by M. Berg-

meyer of Amfterdam. . . . . The life of this

animal, according to my information, s very me-

lancholy; for it flept much during the voyage,

Tts motion s flow, and performed by leaps. But,
perhaps, in a natural flate, it is equally altive as
the rabbit. Its cries were frequent, but fhort,
fharp, and piercing.”

I fhall obferve in paffing, that this charater
brings the animal ftill clofer to the marmot ; for
the Alpine marmots often make a fharp whif~
tling noife.

¢ In Holland,” continues M. Vofmaer, they
feed this marmot with bread and different kinds
of pot-herbs. It is probable that this animal

brings
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brings forth often, and in great numbers. ‘The
form of their feet indicates that they are deftined
for digging the earth. The prefent marmot hav-
ing died at Amfterdam; I gave it for diffe@tion
to M. Pallas.

¢ In ftature it refembles the common rabbit,

but it is thicker and more colle@ted. The belly
is peculiarly grofs ; the cyes are beautiful, and
of an ordinary fize. The eyesbrows, both above
and below, are garnifhed with fome fhort black
‘hairs, above which there are five or fix hairs of
the fame colour, but long, that turn back toward
the head. It has fimilar whificers on the upper
lip, about the middle of the muzzle.

« The nofe is black, naked, and divided by a
fine future, which defcends to'the lip.  The nof
trils refemble a cord broken through the middles
Under the muzzle, on the throat and cheeks,
are fome long, rude, black hairs ; and hairs of
the fame kind are feattered over the whole bo-
dy. Inthe palate there are cight deep furrowss
the tongue is very thick, tolerably long, garnifh-
ed with fmall papillz; and oval at the point:
In the upper jaw, there are two ftrong teeth,
which protrude over the under jaw, and are con-
fiderably diftant from eacht other, having a kind
of triangular appearance. In the under jaw, it
has four clofe cutting teeth, which are very
broad, long, and flat. The grinders, of which
it has four on each fide, ave alfo large; and a fifth
of a fmaller fize may be added to the number.

Tts
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Its fore-legs are fhort, and half covered iy
the fkin of the body. The feet are black and
naked. Thofe before have four toes; the middle
one is longeft; and the exterior one is fhorter,
and feems to adhere to the third. The toes are
armed with round fhort claws, which adhere to
the fkin like the human nails. There are three
toes on the hind-feet ; the middle one only is
furnifhed with a crooked claw, and the exterior
toe is fhorter than the others. The animal leaps
on its hind-legs, like the rabbit. It has not the
{malleft vefltige of a tail. The colour of the hair
is gray, or a yellowifh brown, nearly like that
of a wild rabbit; but it is deeper upon the head
and back ; and the breaft and belly are whitifh.
There is alfo a whitith belt upon the neck and
near the fhoulders. This belt forms not a col-
lar, but terminates at the top of the fore-legs.
In general, the hair is foft and woolly.”

END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME.
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