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The PATAS*, or red MONKEY,

T HE patas belongs to the fime country
and is nearly of the fame fize with the
macaque; but his body is longer, his face lofy
hideous, and his hair more beautiful. He is re.
markable for the brilliancy of his robe, which is
of fo vivid a red as to have the appearance of
being painted. We have feen two varicties of
this fpecies. The firft has a black line above the
eyes, which extends from car to ear. The fer
iffers from the firft only in the colour of
which is white. Both have long hair
under the chin and round the checks, which
makes a fine beard: But, in the irf it s yel-
low, and, in the fecond, whit
feems to indicate others in the
and T am inclined to th.,

nted. The
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mentioned by Marmol %, which is of the colour
of a wild cat, and faid to come from the Negro
country, s a variety of the patas.

Thele monkeys are not equally dexterous as
the other Kinds; and, at the fame time, they are
extremely inquifitive. I have feen them, fays
Brue, ¢ defcend from the tops of the trees to the
¢ extremities of the branches, in order to admire
¢ the barks as they paffed.  They ftare for fome
¢time, feem to be entertained with what they
¢have feen, and then give place to thofe who
“come after.  They became fo familiar as to
¢throw branches at the Frenchmen, who re-
¢ turned the compliment by the fhot of their
¢ mufkets.  Some of them fell, others were
¢wounded, and the reft were firuck with a
¢ frange confternation.  One party raifed hide
©ous cries; another colleted flones to throw at
¢ the encmy: Some of them, with their bowels
“in their hands, attempted to throw their jn-
¢ trails at the fpectators, At laft, perceiving the
¢ combat to be at leaft cqual, they retired .’

Tt is probably this fpecies of monkey which
le Maire fpeaks of in the following  terms:
¢ The havock which thefe monkeys make in the
“fields of Senegal, when the millet and other
¢ grains are ripe, is not to be exprefied.  They

¢ The apes ofthe olou of ity it 8 ong all, and
v commonly  caled in Spiin. Galo-
o ountey ' g e Ml

Brue, Hift. Gen. des Voyages, tom. ii. p. 521
VIIL K ¢ affemble
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¢ affemble to the number of forty or fifty. Ope
¢ of them ftands fentinel on a tree, liftens, and
¢ looks about on' all fides, while the others arg
<bufy. When he perccives any perfon, he fets
¢ yp loud fhricks to alarm the band, Wwho! obey
 the fignal, fly off with their prey, leaping from
¢ tree to tree with prodigious agility. The fes
¢ males, who carry their young in their arms, fly
¢ with the reft, and leap as if they were loaded
¢ with no burden *”

Though, in every region of Africa, the fpesies
of apes, baboonis, and monkeys, are very nume:
rous, fome of which arc pretty fimilar ; yet itis
remarked by travellers, that they never intermis,
and that each fpecies commonly inhabits a
different quatter of the country .

Diftin&ive Charadiers of this Species.

"The patas has check-pouches and callofites
on his buttocks.  Hlis tail is as long as both his
body and head. The top of his head is fiat.
His muzzle, body, and legs, are long,  He has
black hair on his nofe, and a narrow band of the
fame colour above his eyes which extends from
ear to ear. The hair on the upper parts of bis

* Voyage de le Maire, p-
4 Te would be endlefs to du’u e ol the 2t el

Tt s remark-
two kinds are never

which are foundfrom
able, that they do not in W
feen i the fame quarters i Gen. dos Voyagesy tem 3
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body is almoft red, and that on the under parts,
26 the throat, breaft, and belly, is of a yellow
gray colour.This fpecies varies in the colour
of the band above the eyes. It is black in fome,
and white in others. They walk oftener on
four than on two feet. When enraged, they
agitate. not their jaws, like the other monkeys.
From the point of the muzzle to the origin of
the tail, they are about a foot and a half or two
feet in length. Some of them, as appears from
the relations of travellers, ‘are larger, The fe=
‘males menftruate.
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