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The CANADA PORCUPINE™

HIS animal has nevet reccived a proper
name. Placed by Nature in the defert
regions of North America, it enjoys an inde-
pendent exiftenice, remote from man, from
whom it has obtained no denomination, which
is the firft badge of his empire. Hudfon hav-
ing difcovered the land which it inhabits, we

The head, body, legs,
with foft, long, dark brown hair.
head, back, body and tails there are nufbers of farp, flrong
quill. The longett are on the bck, the leattowards the head
and hdes, The longelt are three inches; bt all are hid in the
bair, Intermixed are fome Mff fraggling hairs, three inches
Tonger than the relt, and tipt with dirty white. The under fide
of the tail is white. There are four tocs on the fore feet, five
behind, cach armed with long claws, hollowed on their undef
fide. The form of the body is exadly that of the beaver; but is
ot half the fize. One which Mr. Banks brought from New-
Toundland was about the fize of a hare, but more compadlly made.
Phe tail was sbout fix inches long ; Pennnt’s Symopf. of Quad:
1. 266.
The gorcupine from Hudfon's Bay 3 Bdu. Hif of Birdss p. 521
Ellis Vigag. pe 42 Clerk’s Vopag. wol i . 177 191

Cavia Hudfonis ; Klin. Quad. p: 51-

Hiylsbx sculcis fub pilis ogcultis, cauda brevi et eraffas Brifivs

587,

ix dorfita; pliis terrada@ylis, plantis pentadadiylisy
ia mediocri, dorfo folo fpinofos Lim. Sy Nat: 2
L'Uslon; Buffons
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84 THE CANADA PORCUPINE.
fhall give it a name which recalls that of its fif
‘mafter, and indicates, at the fame time, its poigs
pant and briftly nature. - Befides, it was neeek
fary to_beftow. a name upon it, to, prevent iy
being confounded with the porcupine, or i
coendou, which it refembles in fome charadle,
bt differs fo widely from thiem iri all others, tik
it ough tobe segarded as . particular. [pels
Tt [ikewife belongs to a-northern climate, whik
the other two are natives of the fouth.
Edwards, Ellis, and Catefby, have allmen
ioned this animal. The figures given byjthe
tuo firlt authors correfpond with ours ; and e
doubt not but they ave the fame fpecies. e
are even tempted to believe, that the animal e
Teribed and engraved by Scba ¥, under the name
ofa fingular Eaft Tdia porcapine, and which s
ted out by Kleinf, Brifond,
and Linnzus |, in their methodical cataloguey
by the chara@ers given by Scba, might be the
fame with the animal under queftion. T
would not, as formerly remarked, be the oy
time that Seba has ‘exhibited American avimily
as belonging 1o the Eaft Indies. We canadh

1. 84 rebu 52 g

+ Acanthioh caada prolongs acutis pilis horrila, in exitu g#l
panicalata s Kiein 267

1H culeis undique obfita, in extrend
. The Tndian porcupine ; B
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however, be fo certain with regard to this ani=
mal as we have been with feveral others.  We
fhall only fay, that the refemblances appear to
be very great, and the differences but flight;, and
that, a8 thefe animals;are Jitle knowns the-dif=
ferences may be only individaal varieties, of thofe
which diftinguifh males and fomales.
The Canada porcupine might be called the
ifly beaver. It is anative of the fume-coun~
try, is of the fame fize, and.has psarly the faie
the beaver, it has two long, fharp,
cutting teeth in_ach jaw.  Inder

pendent of its quills, which are fhort, and almoft

concealed among the hair, it has, likethe bea~
ver, a double fur, ‘the firlt confilting of lorig foft
hais, and the fecond of a down ftill more foft.
When the animal is young, the quills are pro=
portionally largef, and more apparent, and the
Tairs are fhorter and thinner than in the adults.

This animal avoids all kinds of moifture.s He
cotives and depofits his exciéments under the
seots of hollow. trees ®. .~ Ele-flecps much, and
feeds chiefly on thie birk of ‘the juniper bufhes
In winter, the fnow ferves him for drink ;. and,
in fammer, he drinks water, which he laps like
a dog. fuvages eat his flefh, andl clothe
themfslves wirh his fur, after depriving it of the
quills and briftles.

ce Edwards, Hill of Birds, p-
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