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THE WATER-RAT®

PPHIS animal i about the fize of arat; but,
from its manners and difpofitions, has 3
much greater refemblance to the otter than to
the common rat. Like the otter, it frequents
the frefh water, and is found in the margins of

brooks, and pools, and lives mofly on

Gudgeons, minnows, blays, and the fry
of carps, pikes, and barbels, are his ordinary food,

 Rat with a thick blant nofe; ears hid in the fur; epes

fmall; tecth yellow. h foot five inne o o te

forefoot very fmall; joint very : Head and
body covered with long hairs

a3 belly of an iron gray ail covered with fat

the tip whitifh : Weight sine ounces; leagth, from

nofe to tail, 7 inches; il only 53 Pawmanr’s Syuopf of Quad,

s sy, B sty o Tl S e
s in Polh, M
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P iee amphibiss, canda clongata ‘plos, planis’pilma
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He likewife cats frogs, ' water infeds, and fome-
times the oots of plants. ~ He has not, like the
otter, membranes between his toes.  This error
has been copied from Willoughby by Ray and
other naturalifts.  Though all his toes be fe-
parate, he fwims with eafe, keeps long under
the water, and carries off his prey to be devour=
ed upon the grafs, or in his hole. He is fomes
times furprifed by fithers when fcarching for
craw-fifh; and he endeavours to efcape by biting
their fingers, or leaping into the water, His
head is fhorter, his muzzle thicker, his hair more
buthy, and his tail much fhorter, than thofe of
the rat.  Like the otter, he avoids large rivers,
or rather thofe which are much frequented. He
never vifits houfes or barns, but keeps upon the
margins of waters, from which he wanders not
upon dry land fofar as the otter, which is fome-
times found at the diftance of aleague from wa-
ter. Water-rats are feldom met with in clevated
places, or in dry plains, but are extremely nu-
merous in moift and marfhy valleys. The fe-
males come in feafon about the end of winter,
and bring forth in the month of April, the litter
generally confifting of fix or feven. Perhaps
they bring forth more than once a year; but of
this we have no proper knowledge. Their fleth
is not intolerably bad, being eaten by the pea-
fants, as well as that of the otter, during the
feafon of Lent. They arefound every where over

T2 Europe,
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Europe, except in the polar regions. - f wemay
eredit Bellon, thicy inhabit the banks of the
However, the figure he gives of them has fo i
tle refemblance to our water-rat, that itis proba-
ble the Nile rats form a different fpecies of ani-
mals.




Plate LXXSY.

WATER BAT.
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