


















































May 4, 1981

TO0: Members of the Subcommittee on Civil Matters of the Senate
Committee on Jurisprudence
RE: SB 542 (lMengden)

The League of Women Voters of Texas believes it is essential that we expand our
reliance on domestically available renewable energy as rapldly as is feasible,

Throughout Texas, there is an abundance of solar energy available on most days
during the year. Its use is cost-effective for water heating in all areas; for
space heating in all but the southern area of the state.

The potential for wind generated emergy in Texas, concentrated primarily in the
high plains and the coastal areas, is equal to six times the installed electri-
cal generating capacity of the state.

All legal barriers to the development of these energy sources should be removed,
Moreover, the League feels that the reference to "access" in line 22, page 1 of
the bill should be defined later to include requirement that subdivisions be
platted to afford maximum solar access, i.e., with at least 80% of all lots facing
north or gouth if terrain permits.

Builders in the city of Port Arthur, which has adopted such an ordinance, report
saving one-half ton of air conditioner capacity per apartment due to virtual eli-
mination of east and west windows on which shading from sun is impossible. In
areas of more severe cold, the major saving would be in heating costs because of
access to more winter sunlight through windows of the longer south walls (which
can easily be shaded in summer by overhangs).

No single change, probably, could save as much energy as painlessly, favorably
affecting the utility bills of both solar activists and of people who have never
considered solar energy. And with flexibility written in for mitigating circum=
stances, no burden would be put on the developers, One large developer in Port
Arthur actively supported and none opposed the adoption of that city's ordinance,

The- League of Women Voters of Texas supports SB 542 and recommends this suggested
inclusion. (We regret that this testimony was not given at the hearing of the
Committee on Jurisprudence, but we failed to get the notification of the hearing.)

Isabel Miller
Energy





















March 4, 1981

T0:; The House Committee On Appropriations
RE: * The Budget For Texas Energy And Natural Resources Council

The League of Women Voters of Texas urges that a full and adequate budget
allotment be made for this agency. This request does not come from a special
interest advocacy position but rather from assessing it as first priority
among many interests, The League, as you know, works for improvement in

many areas - in administration of justice, in school financing, in water
supply and waste handling, for example, and, this session we will be clogely
watching reapportionment - but for this year the Texas members have indi-
cated energy as their top concern.

Texas Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Council, TENRAC, is the umbrella
agency for emergy in Texas government, It is the center for many programs;
and it has had numerous advisory committees active in the past biennium whose
reports have been adopted by the Council, In most, if not all, instances,
these have laid additional responsibilities on the Council and its staff
which increases its funding needs.

The League of Women Voters believes that in order to become more energy in-
dependent as well as to conserve resources, we as a state and as a nation must
immediately implement conaervation in all forms and place increased reliance
on renewable energy sources and on the environmentally safe uses of coal,
TENRAC has within its structure the Conservation Division which includes the
Solar Section. We consider that this division has a very important role in
the Temas energy future. Texas has a profusion of renewable energy sources,
It has a great abundance of solar and wind energy. There are over 200 dams
identified which could produce low-head hydropower. There are alao quantities
of yastes which plague us = solid waste, forestry scrap, gin trash, feed lot
refuse - which can become energy sources when knowledge and incentive are
added. TENRAC can provide these,

With its influx of industry and population, Texas is going to need all the
energy sources it can develop, with high priority being given to the non-

polluting ones,as more concentrated demand is put on our alr, water, and land.
TENRAC - Texas Energy and Natural Resources Council - is going to have enormous

sesponsibility and opportunity. It should not be underfunded.

Isabel Miller
Energy Director





















March 9, 1981

T0: Members of Committee on Energy Resources
RE: HB 1335 by Hanna (SB 637 by Brown)

The League of Women Voters of Texas supports HB 1335 by Representative
Hanna, which requires plans for new state buildings to include uses of
solar energy wherever each such use would be economically advantageous
over the economic life of the building,

The League feels that widespread use of renewable energy, especially solar
energy, will be essential in the future to maintain energy independence
for Texas, We have abundant sunshine. Judicious and innovative use of it
in state buildings for heat and light would save fossil fuel, save state
money, and demonstrate to the citizens of Texas the effectiveness of using
the sun as an energy source in major buildings.

We encourage you to support HB 1335,

Isabel Miller
Director of Energy



March 10, 1981

RE: HB 1315
Dear Representative Blythe:

The League of Women Voters of Texas believes that increased
reliance on renewable energy sources that require minimal use of
traditional energy for implementation is very desirable, We believe
reliable consumer information, such as performance labeling of test-
ed equipment, would expedite the trend toward use of renewable
sources,

Because Texas also has abundant wind energy available, especial-
ly along the coast and in the high plains, we would like to see per-
formance labeling of wind energy conversion systems included,

We suppoft HB 1315 and suggest its expansion.

Sincerely,

Isabel Miller









March 17, 1981

T0: Members of Committee on Energy Resources
RE: HB 819 Keese

The League of Women Voters of Texas believes it is urgent that we place more
reliance on renewable energy sources in order to extend our fossil fuels and
<emain energy independent in Texas.

It is essential if a building is to depend on solar emergy that that energy
source be unimpaired. Therefore, a procedure by which assurance of this
access can be dependably provided is very important, A prudent owner would
otherwise not want to invest in solar equipment,

Of even greater importance, however, in the conservation of energy is the need
for subdivisions to be platted so s maximum of houses will automatically have
their broadside to the south sun and their ends oriented east and west. With
moderate overhangs this will minimize the sun penetrating the houses in summer
and maximize it in winter.

Port Arthur has established such an ordinance with the support of its primary
developer and with no appreciable opposition. It has been calculated that
apartments built in this orientation and with few or no west windows, save 1/2
ton of air conditioning per unit,

Sections 6,7,8 and 9 of this act would make it possible, without inconvenience
of detailed prohibitions, to prevent the occurrence of dwellings built with
few or no south openings and with excessive west exposure where sun control is
virtually impossible. Even with builders or owners who are not informed about
solar energy, a 7% to 10% savings in energy required for heating and cooling
could result,

The League strongly supports HB 819,

Diana Clark Isabel Miller
President Director of Energy
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LEGISLATIVE DAY R AND R GUIDE

MAMA'S PIZZA - 16th and Lavaca. Good pizza, served quickly. Reasonable,

CAPITOL COFFEESHOP - Capitol basement. Fare includes tacos, frito pies,
: sandwiches, fresh fruit, etc. Convenient, inexpensive.

STEPHEN F., AUSTIN BLDG. CAFETERIA - 17th and Congress. Standard cafeteria
fare. Reasonable,

CAPITOL OYSTER COMPANY - 15th and Lavaca, Famous for their shrimp salad.
' Inexpensive to moderate, j

RICCO'S -~ 15th and Lavaca. Noted for a great spinach salad as well as their
- pasta. Inexpensive to moderate.

TEXAS CHILI PARLOR - 1409 Lavaca. Small, but great chili. Reasonable,
(Sandwiches, too).

THUNDERCLOUD SUBS - 1608 Lavaca. Specializing in submarine sandwiches in
: an informal setting. Inexpensive,

WATERLOO ICEHOUSE - 906 Congress, O0ld fashioned hamburgers in an intereat-
ing old-timey store, Inexpensive,

COMﬁbN MARKET - 304 W. 13th. Hot lunches, Greek style. Inexpensive,

EL METATE - 1207 Red River. First rate tamales, tortillas. Inexpensive to
moderate.

ST. MICHAEL'S RESTAURANT AND BAR - 407 W. 17th. Quiches, crepes, sandwiches,
salads. Inexpensive,

SCHOLZ GARTEN - 1607 San Jacinto. An Austin tradition since'1866, serving
chicken fried steaks, steak fingers, Mexican food, fried chicken, German
dishes. Inexpensive,

RED TOMATO - 1601 Guadalupe. Lasagna, cannelloni, veal, antipasto, excellent
salad bar. Inexpensive to moderate,

THE AVENUE - 908 Congress. 105 jear-old'restored Congress Avenue building.
Inexpensive to moderate.

RESTROOMS IN THE CAPITOL.....There are only two public ladies rooms in the
Capitol. One is” just outside the door to the House gallary on the 3rd floor,
The other is in the basement near the snack bar.











































































ENERGY Tl
W.e HL D
Weotoeloslers ]

We didn't do %00 bad on outriAdvdécafy Paper list of energy issues.

Under Conservation, we got a decision to implement the energy conserw
vation measures recommended by audits on buildings in the capital com-
plex ordered by the 668 Legislature.

We got a bill encouraging Van Pooling by defining ridesharing as not
subject to Railroad Commission regulation.

We got the enabling legislation for the Residential Conservation Ber-
vice program (our action alert) authorizing the Bureau of Labor and
| Standards as the administrator.

We did not get a Thermal and Lighting Standards code. 8B 28l set very
; weak standards but was supposed to be reguired for participation in the
federald conservation program., Funding for this hag dried up so maybe
failure here is no great loss.

On Solar Issues, we did not get installer licensing, equipment twsting,
pro~rated franchise tax exemption, a2 sokar easement bill or low inter-
est losns for solar buildings (all Solar Advisory Committee recommend-
ations); we did get a bill requirihg use of solar energy on new state
buildings if it is shown by life cycle cost analysis to be econonical.
(This was Hanna's own bills; 3 others of the above as well s 6 more
solar bills never cleared hisscomittee.)

Hovse. Enerrgg letovrecs
Two other renewable energy bills msde it. One encourages small power
generators using wind, photowoltaic cells, cogeneration, etc. by -remov-
ing them from reguddtion as a utility. The others asuthorize the state

; + to provide 20% of funding for solar industrial heat demonstration. (It
hluéi;*z assumen most of the other 80% would be federal but that is unlikely now.)
e -

Ixéuﬂhéﬂ Not much leaked through the dam, but the flood of renewable energy in-
; ?_1’4 terest is rising. Twenty three different ideas embodied in 42 initia-
Lfb"\bﬁﬁ'tives appeared this session on subjects ranging from wood stoves to
| (onde w4 Stills to power towers. The senate end of the stonewall under Hobby's
T oversight ( he fathered the Solar Advisory Committee) is much less
impermeable than the house end-- twice as much treekdddthbrough it.

I made three trips to Austin, giving testimony at 5 hearings. I pro-
vided testimony for about 12 other hearings. Appearing twice before
the House Energy HResources Committee, I believe I convinced them that
the League Person knew the facts about energy and buildings. But, a
in all situations, an ounce of personal acquaintance}would&hutweigh a
pound of reasong =9 We must mske earlier“association?with these people
at home and in Austin. P















































































































































































































































































PROCEDURE WHEN HOUSE DOES NOT CONCUR IN
SENATE AMENDMENTS AND REQUESTS CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.

SENATE PASSES BILL ON THIRD READING
AS AMENDED

i 4

HOUSE REFUSES TO CONCUR IN SENATE AMENDMENTS AND REQUESTS
APPOINTMENT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE TO ADJUST DIFFERENCES.
SPEAKER APPOINTS & MEMBERS OF HOUSE AS CONFEREES

'

SENATE GRANTS REQUESY FOR CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.
LY. GOVERNOR APPOINTS 5 SENATORS AS CONFEREES

i

CONFEREES MEET AND ADJUST DIFFERENCES. CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORTS ADSUSTMENT OF DIFFERENCES AND CONTENT OF ADJUSTED BILL
TO BOTH HOUSES WITH MAJORITY APPROVAL OF EACH COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE

¥ . ¥
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE COMFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT. RAEPORT
PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED
i ¥
HOUSE AROPTS CONFERENCE i SENATE ADQOPTS CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE REFORT COMMITTEE REPORT

BiLL ENROLLED

SIGNED BY SPEAKER SIGNED BY LT. GOVERMOR
IN PRESENCE OF HOUSE |N PRESENCE OF SENATE

SENT TO GOVERNOR

PREPARED BY TEXAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
ROBERT I. KELLY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR






















































Isabel Miller
587=1659

The Greater Denton Arts Council invites the public to
suggest nominees for consideration by the Council when it
choogses this year's recipients of the Recognition Awards. Be-
ginning this year, two awards annually will be made, one to a
performing artist--actor, dancer, musician, etc.--and one to a
creating artist--writer, painter, craftswman, etc. The criteria
on which the Arts Council bases its choices state that "each
award shall go to a person who by recognized achievement in a
field of art and/or by service to the arts in the community has
significantly enhanced the cultural life and stature of the city."

the first award was made in 1974 t¢ the late Kenneth B.
Loomis, a painter. Subsequent awards went, in 1975, to the late
Arthur Sampley, & poet; in 1976 to Josh Roach, an actor-director
and potter, and Qlgie Ivey, a patron of the arts; in 1977 to
Wilgus Eberly, a pianist and teacher; in 1973 to Bugene Conley, a
singer; and in 1979 to Stephen Farish, a singer and director.

Anyone suggesting a nominee is reguested to mail the sugges-
tion, including supporting information, by March 15 to Isabel
Miller, chair of the Recognition Awards Committee, 711 W. Sycamore,
Denton.

The awards will be made at a reception opening tiie 1980
Arts Pecstival in the Comnmunity Building at on Apnil .
Tickets will be available from members of the Greater Denton Arts

Council and at the Arts Director's office in the Community Building.




































































