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brains, and takes only their heads along with
likewife very fond of honey, at=
ves in winter, and forces the bees to
abandon them. ever retires far from the
abodes of men., The fpring
Jove: The males fight for the female on the
roofs of houfes.  They afterwards leave her, and
go 10 pafs the fummer in the fields or in. the
Soods,  The female, on the contrary, continues
in her habitation till fhe brings forth, and does
not lead off her young till toward the end of
fummer. She litters three or four, and fometimes
five, fuckles them but a fhort time, and accuf=
toms them early to cat blood and eggs.

Tn the villages, they live upon poultry 5 and,
1a the country, they hunt for prey.  During the
fammer, they take up their abode in rabbit=
holes, in the cliffs of rocks, or in the hollow.
trunks of trees, from which they iffue out in the
night, and roam about the ficlds and woods,
fearching for the nefts of partridges, larks, and
quails. They climb trees in queft of the nefls
of other birds. They lie in watch for rats,
field-mice, and moles 5 and carry on a perpetual
war againft the rabbit, who cannot efeape them,

as they enter with eafe into his hole.
fingle family of polecats s fufficient to defiroy.
2 whole warren. This would be a fimple me=
thod of diminifhing the number of rabbits in
places where they are too abundant.
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The polecat is fomewhat lefy than the mare
tin Hlis tail s alfo fhorter, his muzzle farper,
and his hair blacker and more bufhy: He by,
white hair on his front," and likewife on the ides
of the nofe-and raund the mouth.  He difiy
{1l more from the martin in his voice; the mar.
tin has a tharp piercing cry 3 the cry of the poler
cat is more blunt. Each of them, as well 2sthe
pine-weafel and fquirrel, have a deep grunting
tone, which they repeat ofien when' irritated,
Lafily, the odour of the martin is very different
from that of the polecat, which, inftead of being
agreeable, is extremely foctid; and, from this
circumftance, the animal obtained its Latin name
putorius. He fends forth this. infupportable
‘odour to a great diftance, efpecially when jrrie
tated. The dogs will not eat the fleth of the
polecat; and even his fkin, though good, isin
no eftimation, becaufe it never lofes entirely its
natural fmell. This odour proceeds from two
veficles near the anus, from which an unéuous
matter continually exudes 3 and the effuvia of
it s extremely offenfive in the polecat, ferrt,
weael, badger, &e. 3 but it conflitutes, on the
contrary,  fpecics of perfume, in the civet-cat
pine-wealel, martin, &ec.

The polecat feems to be confined to the tem=
perate climates: Few or none of -them are found
in the northern regions ; and, in warm countrics,
they are fill more rare than the pinc-weafel,
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The meles Surinamenfis, or fifling weafel, is an
animal of a different fpecies; and the polecat
appears to be bounded, in Europe, from Italy to
Poland. This animal, it is certain, avoids the
cold ; for, in winter, he retires into the houfes,
aud his fteps are never feen in the fnow, cither
in the woods or in fields which are diftant from
the habitations of men : Hle, perhaps, is cqually
averfe to great heat; for he is never found in
warm climates,
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