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third on the belly. On the flanks are tranfverfe
bands from the back to the belly. The tail i
gray, with a yellow fpot in the middle. The
legs are barred with gray and brown. This is
the moft beautiful of all wolves, and its fkin
fhould be efteemed for its variety of colours®,
But nothing indicates it to be a different fpecies
from the common kind, which varies from gray
to white, from white to black, and a mixture
of both, without changing its fpecies : And we
learn from Fernandes, that thefc wolves of New
Spain vary like the European wolf; for, even in
this country, they are not all marked accord~
ing to our defeription, fome of them being of 2
uniform colour, and even totally white .
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_THE ALCoO.

XIV.
P O

WE formerly remarked, that, in Peru and
Mexico, before the arrival of the Europeans,
there were domeflic animals called a/eo, which
swere nearly of the fame fize and difpofitions
with our fimall dogs; and that, from this con-
formity, and becaufe they were equally faithfal
and attached to their mafters, the Spaniards
gave them the name of Mexican or Peruvian
dogs. The fpecies of thefe animals, indeed,
feems not to differ effentially from that of the
dog.  Befides, the word aleo might, perhaps, be
2 generic and not a fpecific term.  Recchi has
Jeft us a figure of one of thefe alcos, which, in
the Mexican language, was called yecuinte
porsatl. It was prodigioully fat, and probably
Gegraded by its domelic fate, and by too much
nourifhment. 'The head is reprefented to be fo
fmall that it has no proportion to the fize of
the body. Tts ears are pendulous, which is an-
other mark of flavery. The muzzle refembles
that of a dog; the fore part of the head is white,
and the ears are pretty yellow. The neck is fo
fhort, that there is no interval between the head
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fhoulders.  The back is arched, and covered
with yellow hair. .~ The wil is. white, fhort,
and pendulous, and defcends no lower than the
th The belly is large, tenfe, and marked
b black fpots. It has fix confpicuous paps,
The legs and fect are white ; and the tocs, like
thofe of the dog, aré armed with long fharp
claws *. ' Fabri, who gives this defcription, con.
cludes, after a long differtation, that this animal
is the fame with the alzo; and I believe his con=
clufion is well founded. But this appellation
muft not be regarded as exclufive ; for there s

another race of dogs in America to which it ap-
plies with equal propriety.
¥

Befide the dogs,
nandes remarks, which the Spaniards tranf
ported from Europe to America, there are three
other fpecies, which are pretty fimi

lar to ours,
both in thei

¢ nature and difpofitions ; neither is
their figure altogether different. The firft and
largelt of thefe Americat dogs is called xolbiat-
euintli; . He is often three cubits long; and,
t is remarkable, he is totally deflitute of
hair, and only. covered with a foft clofe fkin,
marked with yellow and blue fpots. ~The

cond is covered with bair, and of the fize of
our fmall . Maltele dogs. He is

wh
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white, black, and yellow. ~ His deformity,
dhough fingular, is not difsgrecable : His back
isarched; and his neck fo fhort, that his head
feems to proceed immediately from the fhoulders,
He is named in his own country michuacanens.
The third, which likewife refembles our fmall
dogs is called sechichi. But he hasa wild and me=
Jancholy afpect. The Americans cat his flefh*.
From comparing the teflimonics of Fabri and
Fernandes, it is obvious, that the fecond dog,
which this la@t author calls michuacanens, s the
fame with the yfscuinte porzotli, and that th
fpecies of animal exifted in America before the
arrival of the Europeans; and the fame muft
have been the cafe with the fechicki. 1 am per=
fiaded, therefore, that the word alco was a ge=
seric name, which applied equally to both, and
perhaps to other races or. varictics that we are
unacquainted with. But, as to the firft, Fernan-
des feems to have been deccived both with re-
gard to the name and the animal. No author
mentions naked dogs in New Spain. This
commonly called Turkifh dogs, come fro
dia, and other warm climates of the Old C
tinent; and, it is probable, that thofe feen in
America by Fernandes, had been tranfported
thither, efpecially as he mentions his having
feen this kind i eparture for
America. The proof is fill farther corrobo-

P-6: cap. 20, et p. 10
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rated by the circumftance of this animal's having
no American name : Fernandes gives it the borw
rowed one of xolvitzcuintli, which is the name
of the Mexican wolf.  Thus, of thefe three
fpecies or varicties of American dogs, there re-
main only tyvo, which are called indifcriminately
aleo; for, independent of the fat alco, which
ferved as a lap-dog to the Peruvian ladies, there
was a meager A melancholy alco, which was
employed in the chafe; and, it is by no means
impoffible, that the three races, apparently dif,
ferent from thofe of our dogs, fpring from the
fame flock.  The dogs of Lapland, Siberia, Ice.
land, &c. muft have pafled, like the foxes and
walves, from the one Continent to_the other,
and degencrated by the influence of the climate
and a domeftic flate. The firft alko, with the
thort neck, approaches the Iccland dog; and
the sechichi of New Spain is, perhaps, the fume
animal ‘with the 4oupara®, or crab-dog of Gui-
ana, which in figure refembles the fox, and in
hair the jackal. He has been called the craé- dog,

becaufe he chiefly lives upon crabs and other
cruftaccous animals. I have feen only one fkin
of this Guiana animal ; and [ am unable to de-
termine whether it is a particular fpecies, o

whether it fhould be referred to thofe of the
dog, fo> i
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THE TAYRA, GALERA,

XV.

The TAYRA, GALERA, or GUINEY
‘WEASEL*,

"THIS animal, of which Mr. Brown has given

a figure and defeription, is of the fize of a fimall
rabbit, and hasa confiderable refemblance to the
sveafel or martin.  He digs an habitation in the
earth, and has great firength in his fore-feet,
which are much fhorter than thofe behind. His
muzzle is long, a little fharp, and garnifhed with
whifkers, The under jaw is much fhorter
than the upper. He has fix cutting and two
canine teeth in each jaw, without reckoning the
His tongue is rough, like that of the

Tis head is oblong, as well as the eyes,

which laft are placed at an equal diftance between
the cars and the point of the muzzle. His ears
much longer than the

carsand tp of the nofe;
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