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- WHEREAS , .
— the Stateof Texas, hereto appended, it is declared that an .~
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~  Qrdinance dissolviflg 1
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. --eral Union, shall be sul
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the State shall vote upon the

e several acts of the Legislature of

< their ratification or rejection;
¢ clared; that an election shall
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le cotmection of Texas with the Fed=
hmitted to the people of Teéxas, for

and whereas, it is also de=-
be held on the 23d day of

Febrnary, A. D. 1861, at which the qualified electors of-

same, and it 13 made the duty

- of the-Governor to issue Proclamation for the same.
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NOW THEREFORE, I, SAM HOUSTON, Gevernor of
. the State of Texas, in obedience to law, do issue this my
- Proctamation, dirécting the Chief Justices of the various

- -~ .counties of the State, (or in caseof vacancy in the office of

Chief Justice, or the failure or
then any two of the County

ary, A. D, 1861, at which the

inability of that officer to act,
Commissioners) fo give due

notice and cause polls to be opened afthe several precinets
of their respective counties on the said 23d day of Febru-

qualified electors will signify

their approval or disapproval of said Ordinance, by the: use

of the words, “FOR SECESSION” or “AGAINST SE-
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make duplicate returns of the same, as
~+~ ) Given under my hand and

g % Texas, the T'wenty-fifth,

L. 8.
By the Governor,
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ruary, A. D. 1861, and of the Independence of the United States, the Kighty-

E. W. CAVE, Secretary of State.

And the Chief Justices nr County Commissioners, as the case may be, shall cause returns to be made
to them of said electidr‘;, on or befor}e the 26th day of February, A. D. 1861, and they shall on that day
yrovided for in the two acts of the Legislature hereto app
tLe Great seal of the State at Austin, this, the 9th day of Feb-

ended.
fifth, and ef

SAR HOUSTON,

1 JOINT RESOLUTION
| Concerning he Convention of the people of Texas, called in pur-
~ suance of the Billof Rights. -
WHEREAS, the people of Texas, being much concerned for the
¢ preservation of the rights, libertics and powers of the State and its
| inhabitants, endangered by the political action of a majority of
%bo Btates, and the people of the same, have in the exercise of
bbowers reserved to tf:emselves, in the Bill of Rights, called a Con-
fvention, composed of two members for each Representative in the
H.epislature, from the vavious districts established by the appor-
------- ent law of 1860, to assemble on the 28th day of January
#1861, at the city of Austin; which convention, by the terms of the
& pall, made by numerous assemblages of citizens in various parts of
BPthe State, was, when elected and assembled, to have power to con~
egider the condition of public affairs ; te determine wh#t shall be
&he future relations of this State to the Union, and such other mat-
fiters as are necessarily and properly incident thereto ; and in case
it should be determined by said convention, that it is necessary for
- $he preservation of the rights and liberties aforesaid, that the sov-
" sreignty of Texas should resume the powers delegated to the Fed-
wieral Government, in the Constitution of the United States, and by
b $he articles of annexation, then the ordinance of sald convention
kYot mm% said delegated powers, and repealing the ratification by
Bhe people of Texas of said articles of annexation should be sub-
gimitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this State, for their rat-
S¥fication or rejection ; therefore _
> Be it Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Tezas, That
jhe Government of the State of Texas, hereby gives its assent to,
£and approves of the Convention aforesaid. : :
* ;. BEC. 2.  That this Resolution take effect and $ein force from
“and- after its passage. . :
- Witha l‘inf'mﬁest against the assumption of any powers, on the
- part of said Couvention beyond the reference of the question of a
er connection of Tezas with the Union, to the people.
.. Approved 4th February, 1861, ;
S, . SAM HOUSTON.
: AN ACT

To provide for submitting the Ordinance of Secession (o a vote of
E I- 3{6 Peopk. ;

8 v 8EcTIoN 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
: '%ezas, That the Chief Justice, or other county officers, required
;@E the direction of the State Convention and presiding officers of
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‘ inots of the several counties of the State are hereby empower-
“ o8 and required to order and to hold elections in their respective
i..gounties, and at their several precincts, on such day or days as
--3agy be preseribed. therein, for the ratification or rejection of the
" Ordinance of Secession passed by a Convention of the people, as-

s

| in the city of Austin on the 1st day of February A. D.|

1861, and to conduct said election in all respects according to the
existing laws regulating elections for members of the Legislature,
and make returns thereof in such manner and to such persons, and
within such time as may be prescibed by said Convention, under als
the penalties prescribed in the laws aforesaid.

Sro. 2. That all qualified electors for members of the Legisla+
ture of this State, shall bo entitled to vote at said election at any
precinct in the State, and indicate their approval or disapproval of -
said ordinance by the use of such terms as may be presented by
said Convention.

SEc. 3. That this act tuke effect and be in force from and af-
ter its passage. ;

Passed February Tth, 1861.

AN ACT :

Supplementary to an Act, entitled “ An Act, to provide for sub~
matéing the Ordinance of Secession to a vote of the Peopls,” pas-
sed at the present Session. ‘ ;

-8Ec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas,
that the Governor be and he is hereby authorized and required tcs
issue forthwith his Proclamation for an Election provided for i
the Act to which this is a rupplement, directing the vote to be tal's
en, and returns to be made in the manner prescribed in said Ac#
and in the Ordinance of the Convention on the subject.

Sec. 2. In addition to the returns to be made as provided in
the Ordinance aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the County officer:.,
to whom returns of said Election arc made, to make returns of

their respective Counties to the Secretary of State, and such re-

turns shall be filed and counted by him in the presence of the
Governor and Attorney General. Any returns received with's
fifteen days after the 2nd day of March, 1861, shall be in Ifka
manner filed and counted, and all such returns shall become record
of the State Department.

Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect and be in force from its pase
sage.

Approved with a protest against the short time allowed Jornotics,

February 9, 1861.
: SAM HOUSTON,
THE STATE OF TEXAS :
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby
the abovve are copies of the original Joint Resolution
mow on file in the State Department.

Given under my hand and the seal of the State Departmeat,

(==

certyfy thlﬁ

1861,
E. W. CAVE, Secretary of State.

andAoﬂ.'q

at Austin, this the 9th day of February, A. D. & ;
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