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Tn the name of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, three different Persons, but only one true God.

Know all who read this will, tlat I, Jose de la Baume, a
native of Montpellier, of the family of Count de la Baume, am
the first-born and legifiﬁate son by lawful marrizge of Jose
Felipe, Count de la Baume, and of Maria Isabella Dealton, who
both died ir France. I em a resident of the City of San
Antonio de Bexar in the State of Coahuila end Texas of the
Mexican Republic, and although T gm 111, I am in sound nind,
memory, and natural understanding.

T truly believe in all the articles and mysteries of
our sacred Catholic falth, in which belief I wish, and pro-
fess to live and die as a faithful Christian and true Catho-
1ie. I hope that His Divine Majesty may have mercy upon me
for my sins and wrong-doings, through the virtues of Cur Lord,
Tesus Christ and His Sacred iother, whom I choose as my advo-

cate for the awful moment to which T must inevitably come, SO



that with my Guardian Angel, the Saint of my name, and thoée
of my devotion, they may assist me before the tremendous Tri-
bunal of God. |

Thus I make, publish and deélare this my last wiil and
testament-in the following form:

1., First, I commend my soul to God, Our Lord, who cre-
ated and redeemed it With.HiS precious blood, and my body to
the carth of which it was formed. I direct that when I dide,
my body be buried without any ?omp whatever, in a sacred
place where all faithful Christians.are 1aid to rest.

o, I glso command that the customary church bequests
nade compﬁlosry by law be paid once, at the.rate of two reales
each. .

3. 1 also de@larec that T am 103 years of ege, the first-

——

born and legitimate son of Count de la Baume, in the Seignory

—

of Baume, Province of Avignon in France.

4.

T also declare that I was married in first nuptials,
according to the rites of the church, to the late Ana Maria-
Kentree, in the Parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana,
United Statesjaf America, and by fhis marriage no children
werelborh. :

5. T also declare that I was married the second time,

sccordins to the rites of the church, in the municipality of

Zlacogloches of the Department of Bexsr to Luisa Cuturie. By

o

J
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marriage we have had and procreated four sons and
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daughters. They are Victorina, Joseph, Gertrudis and Sancir
Pedro; the first three are of age.

5. T also declare that I have reared as a son,'since‘
his tender age, Valerio la Baume, issue of my présent wife.
In considération of the respect and obedience which he has
alwayé shown me, and of my fondness for him, it is my wish
and my will thet he bear my name and that he enjoy the share
of inheritance which I shzll assign him in this my last will.

7. I also declare as my own property the dwelling and
lend which I own, situated in ths Alameda of this city.

8, I also declare that I own a tract of land with 300
varas frontage and GOC varas depth on the far side of the
acequia. I acquired this land from the government with a
clear title. ‘

9, I also declare ag my property six sitios of land,
acquired from the Supremem Government of the Ctate, situated
at Capoﬁe Springs on the Guadalupe River. I have the deed
to this property.

10, I also declare that I have the right to one sitio
of land between the Brazos and Colorado Rivers, in the colony
of the émpresarios, Stephen i, Austin and Samuel If. williéms,

according to a certificate which will be found emong ny

4

papers.
11, I also declare that I own, withia the boundaries of

Nacogdoches, a ranch with ferm land, composed of two sitios



of land slong Locd Creek, bounded on the North by land of
Januel de los Santos, and on the Séuth by land of the heirs
of the late Captain Bernardo Dortolan.

12. & also declameses nmy property all the household
furniturerand & Tew farn implements, which will be found in
the house.

13. i also declare that I do not conscientiously remen-

ver any d ebts payable by my estate except the following: to

the surveyor, Santiago Locard [iockharﬁ?, the sum of 122

{

pesos, the balance due for his work of surveying the lends of
El Capote and to my son-in-law &lejandrpo Vidal, 42 pesos. I
order my executors to pay these debts from my estate.

14,. T also declare that I have filed a claim against
the Supreme Government of the United States of America &ask-
ing for the pension awarded to thoge who fouzht in the War
for Independence, since I wes captain of a company which
fought for the cause 5f America in tha cglorious struggle
against Britannié power. I direct that any money realized
from this claim, should it be paid after my death, be divided
among my heirs;

15. I declare that at the time of my marriage to ﬁy
present wife, I owned as real estate, two leagues of land,
which I bought from the late Dortolan, near Loco Cfeek, and
some cattle and furniture, part of which has been used by

the family. Other articles were lost during the revolution.



i difeCt that the two lesgues of land aforesaid be considered
as capitai brought into the merriage estate, since the remain-
der of the real estate has beenracquired during our marriage.

16. I also declare that among my papers there will be
found a receipt from the late Baron de Bastrop which shows
that my wife paid him the sum of 700 pésos, during my absence
in Nateéhitoches, for the house which is now my dwelling and
for the lands of the Alameda. This property had been granted
by General Commender Joaquin de Arredondo to Baron de Bastrop
and he leter sold it to my wife. Since the grant to Baron de
Bastrop was rendered null end void by the law of December 21,
1821, I consider the said sum as an obligation due me against
the estate of the late Baron de Bastrop. I direct my execu-
tors to use every effort to make this collection and divide
the money among my heirs. |

17. I also declare that after my death when partiti&n
is mede of the lands of El Cepote among my heirs, my son,
Sancir.Pedro, shall be preferred to the extent of one sitio
of land on this condition: that if he should die before he
marries, OT if he should merry and not leave_any heirs this
land shall fell into the corpus of my estate and be divided
among the surviving heirs.

18. I also name and appoint as my sole and universal
heirs, my four children aforesaid and Valeyio de la Baume.

It is my wish and last will thst he, Valerio de ‘la Baume,



inherit a share equal to that of the remainder of my children,
without prejudice to the preferred share which I leave to
Sancir Pedro in the preéediﬁg clause. These shares sﬁall be
divided and distributed in equal parts after all my debts and
funeral expenses shall have béen pald and seitied, with the
blessing of God and my own.

19. I also declare that I name as heir to the title of
Count de la Baume, which descends to my by inheritance from
my late father, my first-born daughter, If,she, being a
woman, cannot inherit this title, undér the laws of France,

I neme as my successor to the title, the man-child who fol-
lows, that is, Joseph.

I direct that both of them work together in harmony to
recover possession of the property embraced in the.Seignory
.of La Buame in France and they shall possess and enjoy_[guch
property/ in due compliance with the laws of that realm
/France/. |

20. I also name and appoint as testamentafy executors
of this my last will, fiist, my wife, Luisa Cuturle, second,
Joseph, my son and third, Juan Antonio Fadilla. To them all
jointly and severally, I give my full power ©o whatever extent
may be necessary in law for one, two, three or as many more
times as necessary, so that they may take possession of my
proﬁerty and sell it or auction it at their discretion.

So that they may execute the conditions of this my last



will, I give them the authority to appoint substitutés in
théir places and to Subrogate them to the powers of their own
office., These, whom I acknowledge to be duly named, may carry
to proper completion any'task assigned and I confer on sald
substitutes from this instant the same power and authority as
to the executors themselves.

By this will, I hereby revoke, annul and invalidate any
other will or wills, codicil or codicils which I may have
made and execﬁted, go that they will not be valid in court
or out of court, now or at any time tha%b they may be offered.
This provision shall apply even tﬁough any such wills may
contain some inconsistent clauses or particular words, of
which special mention should be made and which at the pres-
ent I do not recall, but if I should remember them i owill
repeét them word for word.

T do not want any other will or wills, which I may make
in thé future, to be valid unless they difinitely mention
this clause, which I insert.

I desire my present disposition of property to be consi-
dered in all its parts as my will, cddicil or last will in
the best manner known to the law.

i declare,'finally, as an addition to the l4th clause
of this will, that if, after my death, there should appear
any paper Oor document, written by the hend of my late son-in-

law, Juan Franclsco Buchetti, which contains any statement



contrary to the said clause or any part of this my last will,
even though it may be signed in my. own handwriting, it is my
wish and'ﬁy will thet it be void. I remember that I signed a
paper which was presented to me last year, 1858, by my sSof=
in-lgw, Buchetti, before John G. Smith, who will be able to
reveal what he knows concerning this mattef. I make this
declaration so that there will be no misunderstanding about
this transaction.

T also declare that it seems to me that the second
clause of this my last will is contrary to the provisions of
the law of the state congreés, dated March 3 of this year.

It is my wish that the said second clause be annulled soO
ﬁhat this my last will may'hgve the nécessary validity and

force.

Done in Bexar, April 4, 1834 Joseph de la Baume /Rubric/

Filed in open court this 6th day of July, A. D., one

thousand eight hundred and forty-four. Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks,

Cl'k, Probate Court. o . o/

In the City of San Fernando de Bexar on April 5, 1834,

: there appeared Joseph de la Baume, resident of
Envelope
this ecity, evidently in gound mind and natural

of the will :
understanding, and he said: that this envelope

contains his last will and testament, made under the solemn



declaration of the Catholic faith, in which he designates his
burial place, heirs, executors and whatever other clauses are
required by law.

In witness whereof the testator signed before the witnes-
ses whom_he had summoned and requested to sign and who were
present and will sign below. Signed: Francisco Xavier
Bustillo:Béchelor Francisco Maynes-Fernando RodriguezZdohn G.
Smith—Erasmo SeguinZJ. Antonio PadillaZManuel Yturri Castillo.
“Filed in open court this 6th day of July, A, D.,'onelthou-
sand eight hundred and forty-four. Thos, H. 0'S. Addicks,

Cl'k, Probate Court.

Zﬁfiginal testimonies in English followi?
In the spring of the year 1834, I was called upon t0

visit the room of Jose de la Baume, on
Probate of Will.

. entering the room I found there assembled

Testimony of :
several of the citizens of the City of San

John W. Smith

Antonio, shortly after my entering the

room, the sald Jose de la Baume, in presence of the persons

present, drew from under his pillow a writ[i/en document and

exhibited the same to the persons present, and then declared

that he was old and infirm, and wa3 desirous to maxe and exe-

cute a last will and testament, and that he had invited those
present to se/e/ him sign and authenticate the document then

in his hand as his last will, that he had invited those



presént to se/g/ him sign and authenticate the same. Pen and
ink was furnished when he signed the document then presented
to us, when the same was in the presence of the witnesses
enclosed in an envelope and sealed ub,'and the indorsement
made thereon, and the same here presented to the court was
signed by the witnesses thereon endorsed, all of which was

done in the presence of said Jose de la Baume who was then

in his entire judgment and sound mind, but weak in body from

old age, as he then declared to the witnesses endorsed on the

T

document now presented that he was over one hundred and three

years old, the envelope 1is the same that was endorsed and
signed by the witnesses and I believe the will is the same
that was signed by said La Baume in the presence of the wit-
nesses and by him declared to be his will, and enclosed in
the envelope at that time. As to the opening of the enve-
lope, I know nothing; I saw this same Will and envelope in
the possession of Mrs. Vidall, daughter of said La Baume, in
the year Qf 1836, 1t was then open as now presented to this
court Jno. W, Smith.”Sworn & subscribed to in open court this
6th day of July, A, D. 1844; to which I certify under my
hand. Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate Court. Filed

6th July, 1844, Thos, H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate Court.
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Francisco Xavier Bustillo being duly sworn, deposes and

says that he signed his name as a subscribing
Testimony of

witness to the last will and testament of Jose
Franco. X : e
de la Baume, deceased, that said Jose de la
Bustillo e

Baume signed the same in his presence and

declared that it was his last will_and testament; that this
deponent signed his name as subscribing witness on the enve-
lope of said will after the same was sealed up and that the
other subscribing witnesses signed their nemes in the same
manner in the presence of sald Jose de la Baume and in the
presence of each other; that the envelope presented to the
court is the same signed by him and he believes the will also
to be the same that at the time of signing gaid will, this

deponent believes that said Jose de la Baume was of sound

mind end discretion and further says not. Franco. X.

Bustillo. Sworn & subscribed to in open court this 6th day
of July, A. D. 1844, to which I certify under my hand. Thos.
H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Prabate Court, Filed, 6th July, 1844.

Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate Court.

Erasmo Seguin being duly sworn, deposes and says thathe

signed his name as a subseribing witness to

Testimony of
the last will and testament of Jose de la

Erasmo Seguin. :
Baume, deceased, that sald Jose de la Baume

signed said will in his presence and declared the same to be’
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the court was signed by the witnesses thereon endorsed, all
of which was done in the presence of said José de la Baume

who was then in his enfire'judgment and scund mind, but weak

in body from old age, 4s he then declared to the witnesses
T 7 i

endorsed on the document now presented that he was over one

hundred and three yeérs old, the envelope is the same that

a———————_

was eniorsed and signed by the witnesses and I believe the

will is the same that was signed by sald Ia Baume in the mres-~
erce of the witnesses and by him declared.to be his will, and
enclosed in the envelope at that time. As to the opening of
the envélope I know nothing; I saw this same will and envelope
in the possession of lrs. Vidall, daughter of said la Baunme,
in the year of 1836, It was then open as now presented to
this court =Jno. 7. Smith.=Sworn% subscribed to in open court
this 6th day of July, A. D. 1844; to which I certify under

my hand. =Thos. H. O'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate Court. - Filed

6th July, 1844. -Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Frobafte Court.

Francis co Yavier Sustillo being duly sworn, Geposes and -

says that he signed his neme as a subsecribing

Testimony of
witness to the last will and testament of . =

Frenco. X. ;

José de la Baume, deceased, that said José de
Bustilloe 3

la pPaume signed the seme in his presence and

declared that it was his last will and testement; that this

deponent signed his name as subscribing witness on the enve-



his last will and testament, that this deponent signed his
name as subscribing witness on the envelope of said will
after the same was sealed up and at the request of the tes-
tator, that the other subséribing witnesses éigned their -
nemes in the /same m/anner in the presence of this deponent
in the presence of said Jose de la Baume and in the presence
of gach other, that the envelope here presented to the court
is the same signeﬁ by him and he believes the will here pre-
sented 1s the same, that at the time of signing said will

this deponent believes that said Jose de la Baume was of

sound mind and discretion, and further says not. ZXrasmo

B

Seguin. Sworn & su/b/scribed to in open court this 8th day

of July, A. D. 1844. Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate
Court. Filed 8th July, 1844, Thos. H. 0!'S. Addicks, Cl'k,
Provate Court.

Recorded, Probate Court, Bexar Couhty, pPp. 325-336.
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velope of said will after the same was sealed up and that the
other subscribing witnesses signed their names in the sane
menner in the presence of séid José de la Baume and in the
presence of each other, that the envelope presented to the
court is the same signed by him and he believes the will also
" to be the same; that at the time of signing said will, this

deponent believes that said José de la Baume was_of sound

min 4 deseretion and fur ther says not.—Franco. X. Bustillo.

—Sworn & subseribed to in open court this &th day of July,

A. D. 1844, to which 1 certify under my hand.=Thos. He 0'S.
Addieks, Cl'k, Frchate Court. Filed 6th July, 1844. Thos.

g, 0'S. Addicks, Cl'k, Probate Court.

Wrasmo Seguin being duly sworn, deposes and says that he
‘ signed his name as a subécribing witness to
Testimony of .
the last will and testament of José de la
Erasmo Seguin X
Baume, deceased, that said José de la Baume
signed said will in his presence and declared the same to be
his last will and testament, that this deponent signed his
name as subseribing witness on the envelope of said will after
the same was sealed up and at the request of the testator,
that the other subscribing witnesses signed their nsmes in
B=3356
the fSame m/anner in the presence // of this deponent in the

presence of said José de la Bsume and in the presence of each

‘other, that the envelope here presented to the court is the



,Same signed by him and he believes the will here presented =

is the same, that at the time of signing said will this de=

ponent believes that said Josd de la Baume was of sound mind

EE? diseretion, and further says not.=-Erasmo SeguinzSworn &

subscribed to in open court this 8th aay of July, A. D. 1844,
=Thos, H. 0'S. Addicks, Cltk, Probate Court.=Filed 8th July,

1844, Thos. H. 0'S. Addicks, Ci'g, Probate Court,

Recorded, Probate Court, Bexar County, pp. 325-338.
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