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HE otter is a voracious animal, but fonder

of fifh than of fleth: He never quits the
margins of rivers or of lakes, and often depopu-
lates the fifh-ponds. He fwims with more cafe
than the beaver ; for the latter has membranes
on bis hind feet only, and the toes of his fore
feet are feparate ; but the otter has membranes
on all his feet. He fivims almoft as quick as he
walks. He never goes to the fea like the bea-
ver; but traverfes the frefh waters and rivers
to very confiderable diftances.  He often fivims

otter has fix cutting teeth, and two canine,
jaw  five foes on each foot, each toe connelted ,w.n ng me
brane. He has fhort care, cyes placed near the nofe, thick lip
o gl & The ke o o v«m is of a decp
brown, except two mall fpots on each fide.

o ks Tt o it i W(u,a
the body, capable of being brought to a line with the
of performing the part of fins: Each toe is connedted to

other by a broad firong web. His length is 23 inches, and t
of the tail 163 Peanat's Sy, of .

a, Lodria, Louras in Spa 23 in German,

3 in Swedith, Witter; in a5 in F
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under the water, and, after remaining pretty
Jong, aleends to the furface for air.  Properly
fpaking, he is not an amphibious animal, or an
animal that can live equally in air and in water,
Heis not formed for continuing in the latter ele-
ment ; for, like other terreftrial creatures, he re-
qiresthe aid of refpiration. When in purfie
of a fifh, if he chances to be entangled in a net,
he drowns; and we perceive that he has not had
{ime to cut a fufiicient quantity of the mefhes to
effe@uate his cfcape.  His teeth refemble thofe
of the martin, but they are proportionally long=
er and fronger. For want of fithes, crabs, frogs,
water rats, or other food, he gnaws the young
s the bark of aquatic trees; he

fc cats the young herbage in the fpri

He is ncither afraid of cold nor of moifture.
The female comes in feafon in winter, brings
forth in March, and the litter confifts of three or
four. Young animals are generally beautifil
but the young otter is not fo handfome 2 the
old. A head ill-thaped, ears placed low, eyes
finall and covered, a lurid afpet, awkward mo-
fions, an ignobleand deformed figure, and a kind
of mechanical cry which he repeats every mo-
ment, feem to indicate a ftupid animal. The ot-
r, however, acquires induftry ge, fuf-
ficient, at leaft, to carry on a fuccefsful war
againft the fithes, who, both with regard to fon-
timent and inftiné, are much inferior to other
animals, But I can hardly allow bim to have
the
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the talents of the beaver, or even the habits af.
cribed to bim, fuch as that of always afcending
therivers, in order to fwim the more cafily doys
the current, when loaded with his prey #; thyt
of fitting up and flooring his houfe to exclude
the water; that of hoarding a flore of fithes, i
cafe of a fearcity ; and, lally, that of being cae
fily tamed, of fithing for his mafier, and even
bringing the fith into the kitchen. Al T know
is, thac the otters dig no_ habitations for thema
felves 3 that they take poffeffion of the firft hole
they find under the roots of poplars or willows,
in the cliffs of rocks, and even in piles of float.
ing wood ; that they depofit their young on beds
made of twigs and herbs; that we find in thei
habitations, heads and bones of fifhes ; that they
often change their places of abode ; that they
banifh their young at the end of fix weeks or two
months ; that thofe T attempted to tame endeae
voured to bite, though they were only taking
milk, and unable to eat fifh; that fome days af-
ter they became more gentle, perhaps becaufe
they were weak or fick ; that, fo far
ing cafily accuftomed to a domefti
them which L attempted to bring up, died young;
that the ofter is naturally of a favage and cruel
difpofition; that, when he
he s equally deftructive
houfe; that he kills many more fithes than he
can eat, and then carries off one in his mouth,
* Sec Gefier, Hif, Quad. p. 6

gets into a fith pond,

lecat in a hen-

Though
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‘Though the otter docs not cat s hair, his
{kin is browner, and ells dearer in winter han
~fummer; it makes a very fine far,  His flefh
N din i filhy tafle.  His retreats ex-
e 8 nosious odour, from the remins of pu-
id fifhes; and s own body has a bad fnell
The dogs chafe the otter fpontancoufly, and
afly apprebend him when at a diftance from
o cer, or from his hole, But, when feized, he
deends himfelf,bites the dogs mott cruelly, and
fometimes with fuch force as to break their leg=
s hold till death loofes

Jis juws. The beaver, however, which is not
o very firong animal, purfues the otters, and
permits them not 10 live upon the banks he
ffles. ;
This pecies, though not very numesous, is
fpread over Europe from Sweden to Naples  and
we find them even in North America®, They
were well known to the Greeks T, and ]’_"Ob:‘bl)’
extend over all the temperate climates, clpecially
in places which abound with water ; forthe oter
can neither dwell in burning finds, nor in dry
deferts. He equally flies barren rivers, and thofe
that are too much frequented. 1 believe none

po

of them are to be found in very warm countrics ;
for the jiya or carigucibejuf, which is found
at

» Braflicnibus 3 Marcg.

flfents ; Ray, Synopf. Animal.

Quadrup.
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at Cayenne®, and has been named the Brafiigy
otter, appears to be a different fpecies : Whors
as the North American otter refembles the Eu‘
sopean in every artile, except that his fur i
blacker and finer than that of the Swedifh of
Mufeovite otter fo 3

S U'P-P L EM E.N T

PONTOPPIDAN affures us, that, in Norway,
the otters frequent the falt as well as the freh
waters; and that they live among the fragments
of rocks, from which the hunters decoy them
by imitating their voice, which confift of a low
kind of whiltle. He adds, that they cat only
the fatty parts of fifhes ; and that a tamed otter,
which was fed with milk, brought fil daily to
by ught fifh daily to

In fome notes communicated by M. de Ia
Borde, I find that there are three fpecies of ot
ters in Cayenne; the black, which weighs 40 or
50 pounds the yellowifh, which weighs 20 o

Lutra_pollice digiis breviore; Linnsun,
. macult b gusare flavi; Brfln. Regn

Avimal. p.
* Lu

nigricans, caudd depreffi et glabrd; Barrere,
1a France Equinoxiale, p. 15

+ See le Voy 1a Hontar

4 Pontop. Na. Hifl. of Norway

Hift de

25 pounds
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25 pounds ; and the fmall grayifh kind, which
weighs not above three or four pounds.  He
further rematks, that thefe animals are very fre-
quent in Guiana, along the rivers and marfhes
swhere fifhes abound : They fometimes appear in
sumerous troops, and are fo fierce that they
cannot be approached.  Their bite is cruel, and
they defend chemfelves againft the dogs.  They.
Jitter in holes which they dig in the banks.
They are often tamed and brought up in houfes.
I have remarked, fays M. de la Borde, that all
the animals of Guiana are eafily accuftomed to
2 domeftic flate, and become even troublefome

by their f ty.
“ M. Aublit, a learned botanift formerly quoted,
and M. Oliver, furgeon to the King, who have
Jong refided in Cayenne, affirm, that there are
otters in that country fo large, that they weigh
9 or 100 pounds. ~ They live in the great and
unfrequented rivers, and their heads often ap-
pear above the water. Their cry is heard at
great diftances ; their hairis very foft, but (hort~
er than that of the beaver, and generally of a
brown colour. They live upon fithes, and
kewife the grains which fall into the water

m the banks of the rivers.

I have added the figure of a fiall animal
fent me from Guiana, under the name of the
otter of Cayenne, which ap-
pears to be th ‘mentioned by M.
la Borde. It is only feven inches long, from
the
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the tip of the nofc to the extremity of the body,
The tail of this fimall otfer, like that of the wa.
ter-rat, has no hair; its length is
ven lines, and five lines thick at the origin, dis
ng gradually to the cxtremity, which
S though the reft of the tail is brown 5 and,
in place of hair, it is covered with a rough gra-
nulated fiin, Hike thagreen ; it is fat below ang
convex: above. The whifkers, and the long
hairs under the eyes; areabout aniinch in length,
All the under part of the body and head, as well
as the fore-part of the fore legs, is white.' The
top and fides of the head and body are marked
with large brownilh black fpots, and the inters
vals are of a yellowith g
fpors correfpond on ez
is 2 white fpot abov . The ears are
n o be wm,gu than th

H \L;xc

er in the hind-feet, but they are con-
nected with membrancs.

Plate TXXL
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