ES8eram]

THE FLYING SQUIRREL*,

FHLS animal s rélted, by cortin charac-
ters only, to the fquirrel, the rat, and the
Liry ot fat fquirrel. Tt refembles the fquirrel in
nothing but the largenefs of its eyes, and the
form of its tail, which, however, is neither fo
long, nor fo buthy. It approaches the fat fquir-
jith round. n~kcd ears, full black eyes, and a lateral
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rel by the figure of its body, by the fhortnefs
and nakednefs of its cars, and by the hairs on
its tail, which arc of the fame figure and length,
But it is not, like the fat fquirrel, fubjeét to be
reduced to a torpid flate by the adtion of cold.
Hence the flying fquirrel is neither a rat, a fquir-
rel, nor a fat fquirrel, though it participates of
the nature of each of the three fpy
Mr. Klein gave the firfk

this animal in the Philofophical T:

Tt was known, h

It is found equally i

the Old and D
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countries, a5 thofe of Lithuania and Ruffia
This fmall animal dwells upon  trees, like the
fquirrel. Tt moves about from branch to
branch; and, when leaping from one tree to
snother confiderably. diftant, the loofe fisin or
membrane is firetched forward by the fore-feet,
and backward by the hind-feet, " The ficin be=
ing thus ftretched, and drawn out laterally above
an inch, augments the furface of the body, with-
out increafing its quantity of matter, and, of
courfe, retards fo much the acceleration of the
fll that, by a fingle leap, the creature is enabled
to £l to a confiderable diftance. This motion
has no refemblance to the flying of bixds, or the
futtering of bats, both of which are performed

jons. It

p, depending on a fingle im=
otion produced by that impulfe is

4ufe the animal’s body.

in from foot to foot is
rrel; and this charadler
¢ to diftinguifh it from all other
, rats, and dormice. But the moft re-
ities of Nature are feldom con-
{p
nimal with a fimilar kin, which
extends not only from foot to foot, but from the
mal, a figure and de-
feription
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feription of which is given by Scba * under fhe

of the Virginian flying fuirrel feerns to

fo greatly from our fiying fquirrel, 44 to

itute a diftinét fpecies. We canniot, hiowe.

ermine the nature of this animal; it

ent fpecies from our

y be a fimple variety

only, o perhaps an accidental or monftrous pro.

dudion; for it is mentioned by no travell

ift. Sebaris the only perfon who h

feen
it in the cabinet of Vincent.

I am always fufpi-
cious of deferiptions made in cabinets; for the
animals in thefe repofitories are often manufic.
tured in fuch a manner as to render their ap-
peararice moft fingilar.

We havekept the flying fquirzel a long timein
2 living flate. It has been pointed out by many
travellers. Ttis mentioned by Sagard Theodat,
JeandeLaett, Fernandes |, LaHontan§, Denys§|

[
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Caelby®, Dumont, Le Page de Praiz, &
nd good defcriptions and figures of it are given
o Seba, and Edwards,  Our own ob-
W itions, with regard o this animal, cor-
ond very well with what thefe sulors
. It is much fmaller than the fuireel,
e oné in our poffefion weighed two ounces
nly, which is nearly the weight of a common
bty but the fquirrel weighs cight or nine
ounces. Some of them, however, are larger.
We have a fkin of a fying fquirrel, which,
from its dimenfions, muft have belonged to a

Jargr animal than the ordinary kind. ;
The ‘membrane; or expantion of the fkin,
‘which unites thé fore and hind-legs of the flying
fquirel and fupports it in the air, makes it ap-
proach to the bat. It alfo refembles the bat in
its natural difpofition; for it repofes and fleeps

fight ¢
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7 tcans of which it (priogs fiom one
confiderable diftances; Ma. fir la Losfase,

received their denomination from

Toe-fect by a membrane, which fupports them
“They




THE FLYING SQUIRREL,

ay, and refumes it aivity in e
Ttis eafily tamed ; but it is fubjcﬂ o
become enrageds and mut be kept in a cage, g
Il chain. - Flying fquircels are
ith bread, fruits, and feeds. They are pare
 fond of the buds and young oot
the pine and bi
nuts and almonds, like the fquirrel
a bed of leaves, in which the;
whole day, and never depart from it till night,
when
a@ivity, they become aneafy prey
weafels, and other animals which climb trees;
and, of courfe, the fpecics is ot numerous,
though the females generally bring forth thron
o four young at a time.
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given deferiptions, and that there is, in the royal
eabinet, a fkin five and a half inches long, while
{hat of the common fpecies exceeds not four
inches. But this difference is nothing, when
compared to that which fubfifls between our
fiying fquirrel, and the Faft Tndia faguan, whofe
{kin was fent from Machian to the Prince de
Conde, who was fo obliging as to allow me to
examine it. Thi cat flying fquirrel, which is
preferved in the cabinet of Chantilly, was twenty-
three inches long, from the point of the nofe to
the extremity of the body. - Thele animals are
found not t Machian, but in- the Philip-
p\r\c iflands, and probably in many other parts
£ India. The one juft mentioned was taken
on the Malabar coaft. Tts fize is gigantic, when
th the flying fquirrels of Ruffia and.
the latter exceeds not four and a
ches in length.  Neverthelefs, the
g fquirrel, refembles the
gure and in the prolongation
n, which is perfedly fimilar. Bur,
is fo remarkable, it

ought to e conlidered.en sl ciling: fpecies.
The great flying fquirrel differs from the fmall,
. In fize, being twenty-three inches long. 2 i

, which is twenty-one inches.
flat, like that of the com-
mon kind, but round, like that of the cat, and
ith long blackifh brown hair. 3. The

eyes and cars of both fpecies are .xmxhrlv
fituated,

Befides, the tail is
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Jong, and the longeft of the hind-feet only five
fincs, The figure of this animal, drawn By M.
de Seve as perfedlly as the fate of the dried fkin
would permit, is here reprefented. We have
alled it I taguan; :
following paffage in the G
Voyages *

¢ In the Philippine iflands, there is a fpeci
¢ fiying cat, of.the fize of a hare, and of the
¢ colout of a fox, which the natives call 7

¢ which they ma
¢ tree to another, at the diftance of thirty palms.”
ng this arti vork of M. de
ining defcriptions of f
rds, has come to my hands. I
re the defeription of the
d fome remarks concern~

that he faw, in

the poffeffion of the Prince of Orange, two of

the fiall flying fquirrels alive; but that they
did not live long

. he fays, ¢ almoft the whole day,

J, they made a finall ef-

3 but they flole

g exceedingly timid.

¢ They are fond of heat ; and, when uncovéred,
 they quickly concealed themfclves under the
¢ wool which formed their bed. Their food was

$10-
¢ foaked
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+ by M. de Buffon, has a great afinity to the

« atger fpecies,  They both have fimil

« branes, not for flying, but for fu

¢ felves in the air, when they leap fr

¢ to branch:

« The fkin of thegr

¢ is a more proper wpclh\lon it

« fing cat, was fent me in'a dried flate.

¢ plamand has given a fhort defeription of th
al from a fomale fubject p!c!«. n'the

f the Leyd

¢ are cove
¢ bite is fo firon
¢ wooden cage

« people, they are ca
* are alfo found
4 duy were firft m
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© leap from tree to tree, they ex )
: , they extend thei
s, Bave then the Sppesranin o Las
g

1. PABDE Prevoft, it i
L : t is fi
animalis found in the Philippine e’
S e el
4 Thave { , the one in the Ley,
¢ den ther in that of M. Eerery
at the Hague. - The colour of the body wag
 Jight chefut, decper on the back, and e o
of the til was blackifh.. The difference of
x fimall paps
0 10w, from the breaft
alfo feen two males in

The I

The head is =

fquirrel.
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¢ (hem nearly as far as the paws. The fore=
« fuet are divided into four black toes, the two
« middlemoft, dnd particularly the third, being
« much longer than the other two. ~ The hind-
¢ feet are alfo black, and divided into five toes,
¢ four of which are of equal length; but the
¢ ifih, or innermoft, is much fhorter, and has
« the appearance of a fi pendage. The
¢ claws are large, fharp, bla hite
¢ below, and broa The articu-
¢ lations of the toc to thof of the
¢ fquin

< The fkin or m thinneft in the
¢ middle, where i  four iuches broad on
¢ each fide, and c hicknes of fine

¢ Indian pap

gradually
¢ part is clofely cove
Upon the

« hangs down like  rag, and
. The external cdges of this fkin
¢ are bounded with a thick felvage of black and

¢ hairs.

* The upper part of the head, the back, and
¢ the origin of the tail, are covered
« long, thick hairs, black in the under
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«
«

mofly of a grayifh  white" colour' at the
fammits.

¢ The hairs of the tail are black, more gray
near the body, and fo difpofed as to make the
tail appear round

€ The cheeks are of a grayifh brown colours
and the throat, breaft, and belly, are of a dlear
whitifh gray. On the under fide of the meme
brane there are alfo gray hairs; but they are
very thinly feattered.”
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