



























































Ms. Diane Sheridan
Page 2
October 19, 1987

I am not optimistic that the Arias plan will work; however, I am
willing to keep an open mind until after the November 7th deadline.

In the meantime, I believe that an escrow account for Contra aid would
encourage the Sandinistas to abide by the plan.

Again, thank you for contacting me. I will continue to monitor
developments in the peace process, and will keep your concerns in mind
as Congress votes on pertinent legislation. Please continue to stay
in touch on this or any other issue of interest to you. '

Sincerely,

TEVE BARTLETT
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Page 2.
October 7, 1987

While we may not be in complete agreement on this particular
issue, I do appreciate having the benefit of your views.

Sincerely,

wd Sl

ACK FIELDS
ember of Congress
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League of Women Voters of the U.S.
1730 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

CONGRESSIONAL INTERVIEWS -- 100th CONGRESS

(Local or state League representative)

FROM: Merilyn Reeves, Advocacy Issues Chair

RE: Congressional Interview with

(Member of Congress)

The opening session of the 100th Congress is just around the corner, so now
is an opportune time to let your member of Congress (MC) know where the
League stands on national issues. Your League has been chosen to arrange
an interview with the above MC. The interview is a crucial first step
toward influencing Congress on the League's national Advocacy Agenda issues
—-- and it's a good opportunity to discover what's on your representative's
agenda. By holding an effective congressional interview, your League can
help ensure victories in Congress on the League's top-priority issues.

PURPOSE
The goals of the congressional interviews are threefold:

* You will develop your League's relationship with your MC by meeting
with him or her.

* MCs will learn about top-priority issues that the League will work

on in 1987. Particularly new MCs must be told that, in addition
to voter service activities, we take action on national issues.

* I1t's a great opportunity to do some initial lobbying on the
League's top-priority Advocacy Agenda issues.

SUGGESTED TIMELINE

January -- Set up interview and prepare.

Call or write your MC's district office (regional office, for senators) as
soon as possible to request an interview. For congressional district
interviews, we are asking your League to set up the interview, but, by all
means, encourage every local League in your congressional district to
participate. Conduct the interview, if possible.

February -- Conduct the interview.

March -- Share interview with your League and submit copies to state and
national League offices by MARCH 15.



Three blank interview report forms are attached. Please submit the
following copies:

1
1
1

copy -- local League (for congressional district interviews);
copy —- state League;
copy —- LWVUS, attention National Program staff.

You may use the three blank forms or xerox copiles, as you prefer. Please
send the copies as soon as possible after your interview.

MATERIALS

Included in this packet are the following:

*

Interview questions. These questions reflect the League's top-
priority Advocacy Agenda issues for 1987: arms control, welfare reform
and clean air. Please use this opportunity to promote the

League's effort to focus and become recognized nationally on a few
targeted issues by covering them in your interview.

Included with each question are talking points on the issue and some
useful background on its recent history. This material is intended
to provide you with enough information to carry out a productive
interview.

You may wish to use some of the enclosed talking points and background
information in your local bulletin to inform your members of the
League's positions on top-priority Advocacy Agenda issues.

Tell it to Washington. This booklet will tell you the committee

chairs and membership for the just-past 99th Congress, and

therefore where returning MCs may have some expertise and interest.
The final makeup of the committees for the 100th Congress will not be
determined until late February.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

If you want more information, you might look to the following resources:

*

*

The full Advocacy Agenda. See the December 1986 Post-Board Summary.

Copies of Report from the Hill from the past year. These will tell you
what happened recently in Congress on the League's priority issues.

Recent National Voters. The September/October 1986 issue offers an
update on SDI, "Double Vision: The Changing Face of Star Wars," as well
as "Meeting Basic Human Needs: A Dream Deferred,” which can be used as
background material on welfare reform. The June/July 1986 issue contains
a piece on clean air, "A Turning Point for Acid Rain."

Your local League. Check voter service files for news clips and
campaign literature relating to your MC's positions and statements.

The Almanac of American Politics provides a brief biography of
returning MCs.






















League of Women Voters of the United States
1730 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

3. Clean Air

There are two important air pollution problems that the current Clean
Alr Act does not adequately address: toxic air pollutants and acid
rain.

QUESTION: Would you support legislative initiatives to control toxic
air pollutants and acid rain?

TALKING POINTS:

o The League of Women Voters supports congressional action to control
toxic air pollutants and acid rain. The public health threat posed by
toxic chemicals in the air must be addressed. The Environmental
Protection Agency's (EPA) long record of failure in controlling air
toxics must be reversed. Congress must also act to control the
pollutants that cause acid rain and billions of dollars in related
damages. Years of inaction and debate over the fine points of an acid
rain control program should no longer side-track legislation to stop
this crucial environmental problem.

Toxic Air Pollution:

o Millions of Americans are exposed to toxic air pollutants. Over

100 million people living in urbanized areas, as well as millions of
people who live near chemical plants, oil refineries, smelters, coke
ovens and other major sources of toxic pollutants, regularly breathe
known or suspected toxic chemicals. People have a greater chance to be
exposed to many toxic substances via air pollution than by any other
means.

o There are scores of dangerous toxic substances released into the
air that are not regulated. These toxic chemicals can cause cancer,
birth defects, genetic damage and a variety of acute and chronic
diseases. The Environmental Protection Agency has failed to control
the release of toxic substances into the air we breathe, setting
enission standards for less than ten hazardous air pollutants. Scores
of others go unregulated.

Acid Rain:

o Billions of dollars in damages are caused by acid rain every year
in the eastern United States alone. Acid rain has already caused
extensive damage to thousands of lakes and streams; and, many more are
seriously at risk if a control program does not begin soon. Recent
reports document that many areas throughout the United States are
becoming increasingly sensitive to acid rain damage.
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(Confidential)
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