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nothing to add to it, except that the tail of this
male was all white, without any mixture of
other colours. He was fomewhat lurger thag
the firft, being three feet two inches long, from
the extremity of the muzzle to the origin of the
tail, and carried his head lower than is Tepres.
fented in the figure. His height was two feet
three inches; and his hair was white, inter.
mixed with ftreaks and fpots of black, both o
the body and legs.

In the fouth part of the ifland of Meroé, there
are hyanas much larger than thofe of Barbary,
Their muzzle is longer, and has a greater re-
femblance to that of a dog. This animal is fo
ftrong, that he carries off a man to the diftance
of a league or two, without ftopping. His hair
is coarfe, browner than that of the other kind, and
the tranfverfe ftreaks are blacker. His mane
ere@s not from the head, but from the tail. Mr.
Bruce was the firft who remarked of this hyana,
as well as that of Syria and Barbary, that, whea
forced to fly, they are lame of the Ieft hind-leg,
which continues fo remarkably for about a hun-
dred paces, that the animal feems as if he would
tumble down on his left fide*.

* Note communicated to M. de Baffon by Mr, Brace,
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The CIVET* and the ZIBET .

T is the opinion of moft naturalifts, that the
1 perfume called 78 was furnifhed by one
fpecies of animal only. I have feen two of thefe
auimals, which, it muft be allowed, have many
elfential relations, both in their external and in-
ternal ftru@ture; but they differ from each other
by fuch a number of other charaGters, as entitle

them

* The civet has hort rounded ears, fey-blue eyes, 3 fharp

sofe, black at the point; the fides of the face, chin, breaf,
Tegs and feet, are black; the
fides of the neck
exr three black firipes proceed, :
foulders. The back and fides are cincreous, tinged wi
ow, and marked with large dalky fpots difpofed in rows.
b s coarfe, and that o the top of the body is longefl, fand-.
ing up like & mane. The til is fometimes whally black, and
fomerimes fpotted near the bafe. 'The length, from nofe o il
i sbout two fect three inches, that of the tail is fourt

hes and the body is pretty thick; Pennarr’s Synopf: of Quad.
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them to be regarded as two diftinék fpecies, Ty
the firft we have preferved the ancient name of

juet, ad to the fecond we have given, for the
ke of diftinion, that of sibt.  The civet ap.
pears to be the fame with.that deferibed by the
gentlemen of the Academy in the Mem. poun
Jorvir a 111ﬁw des_Animarx, by Caius jn
Gefier, p. 873. and by Fabius Columna, who
has given a figure of both male and female iy
the work of Jean Faber, which is at the end of
that of Hernandes*.

The fecond fpecies, which T have called s
aibet, feems to be the fame animal with that
deferibed by M. de la Peyronnie, under the
name of the mufk animal, in the Mem, de
Pdcad. des Sciences, année 1731. Both diffe
from the civet by the fame chara@ers; both

and ending at the breatt and fhoulders.  From the mil
the rdge of the back, cxtendsa bk vy

bing fome way up the csil; on
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want the ‘mane or long hair on the fpines
and both have annulated wails. But the civet
Has nelther mane nor rings. It muf be allowed,
however, that our zibet and the mufk animal
of M. de la Peyronnie, have not fuch a perfect
refemblance, as to leave no doubt concerning
the identity of their fpecies. ‘In the zibet, the
rings on the tail are larger than thofe of the
mufk animal.” The former has not a double
collar, and his tail is fhorter in proportion to the
length of his body. But thefe differences are
fight, and appear to be aceidental varieties only,
to which the civet muft be more lisble than.
other wild animals, becaufé he is kept in a
domeftic flate in many parts of India and the
Levant. It is certain, however, that our zibet
s a greater refemblance to the mufk animal
of M. de la Peyronnie than'to the civet, and,
confeqiently, the two former may be regarded
a5 belonging to the fame fpecies; for we have
10 abfolute certainty that the civet and zibet
are not vaiieties of the fame fpecies, becaufe we
are ignorant whether they can intermix and
produce fertile individuals: And, when we fay,
that they feem o be different fpecies, we only
mean that the prefumption is exceedingly firong,
ince it is founded on permanent differences in
their chara@ers, shich generally diftinguifh real
fpecies from accidental varicties.

The animal we bere call the civet, is named

YoL. v. a
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falanoue* in Madagafear, zime ot nsfigi + in
Congo, kankan? in Hthiopia, and keflor | in
Guiney. We are certain, that it is the civet of
Guiney; for our fubjec was fent alive from
Guiney to St. Domingo, to one of our corre-
fpondents, who, after feeding it fome time, killeg
it for the conveniency of carriage.

The zibet is probably the civet of Afia, of
the Eaft Indies, and of Arabia, where he is called
acbet o aibet, an Arabian word, which fignie
fies alfo the perfume of this animal. He differs
from the civet in having a longer and thicker
body, a, thinner and flatter muzzle, which is
fomewhat concave on the upper part ; while the
muzzle of the civet is thicker, fhorter, and a
little convex. The ears of the former are allo
larger and more eret, His tail is longer, and.
better marked with annular fpots, and his hair
is fhorter and fofter. He has no mane, or long
hair on the neck and fpine, no black fots un-
der the eyes, or on the cheeks, which are re-
markable characters in the civet. Several tra-
vellers have fufpecied that there were two fpe-
cies of civets; but nobody has examined them
fo minutely as to furnith a diftingt defcription.
We have feen both, and, after a careful compa-

* Voyage de Flacour, p. 150. 154+

+ Merolla, d by M. PAbDE Prevof, Hift Gen. des
Vysges, tom. iv.p. 58

1 Td. tom. . B 395.

11 14, 3id tom, v, p. 256, tom. v. p. 6. i

rifon,
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xifon, ‘we think they are not only different fpe-
cies, but belong, perhaps, to different climates,

‘Thefe animals have been called muf-cats or
civet-cats, though they have nothing in common
with the cat but agility of body. They rather
refemble the fox, efpecially in the head, Thelr
kin is marked with bands and fpots, which have
made them be miftaken for the panther, when
feen at a diftance. But they differ from the pan-.
ther in every other refpe®. There is an animal
called the genet, which is fpotted in the fame
manner, whofe head is nearly of the fame form,
and which, like the civet, has a fac where an
odoriferous liquor is. fecreted. But the genet
is faller than our civet.  Its limbs are fhorter,
and its body much thinner. Tts perfume is weak,
and of fhort duration: But the perfume of the
civet is very ftrong; and that of the zibet is fHll
more violent and _piercing *. ~ This odorous li-
quor is found in the fiffure which thefe two anis
mals have near the organs of generation. It
is & thick humour, of the confiftence of poma-
tum, and its perfume, though very firong, is
agrecable, even when it iffues from the body of
the animal. This matter of the civet muft not be
aing al th aftntio tha b long b
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confounded with mufk, which is a fanguineouy
‘humour, derived from an animal totally different
from the civet or zibet. The animal which
produces the mufk is a fpecies of rocbuck, or
goat, without horns, which has nothing in com=
mon with the civets but its ﬂmng perfume,
Hence thefe two fpecies of civets have never
been properly diftinguithed.  Both have fomes
times been confounded with the ftinking weae
fels*, the genet, and the mufk deer; they have
alfo been miftaken for the hymna. Belon, who
has given a figure and: defcription of the civer,
maintains that it was the hyzna of the ane
cients +. His error is the more excufable that it
is not without fome foundation. Itis certain, that
moft of the fables related concerning the hyzna
have been derived from the civet. The philters,
faid to have been extrated from certain parts of
power of exciting love,
indicate fufficiently that the ancients knew the
fiimulating virtue of the civets pomatum, which
15 ill ufed for this purpofe in the Eaft, What
they have related concerning the uncertainty
< in the hyzna, applies ill better i

female, that it is impoffible other-

that the finking weafel, called cafir
This eror
. who, in his Hiflry of

s been adopted
Jamaica, fays tha
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wife to diftinguith the fex than by diffection.
The aperture in which the liquor, or rather
hick odorous humour, is found, lies between
the other two, and in the fame direct line which
estends from the os facrum to the pubis.

The error of Gregoire de Bolivar, with regard
to the climates which gave birth to the civets,
has been more gencrally diffufed than that of
Belon.  After telling us, that they are common
i Africa and the Eaft Indies, he alfexts pofitive-
Iy, that they are very numerous in every part
of South America. This affertion, tranfinitted
tous by Faber, has been copied by Aldrovandus,
and adopted by all fucceeding writers on the
fubjeét. It is certain, however, that the civets
are peculiar to the warm climates of the Old Con~
tinent, and could never pafs by the north into
America, where, in fagk, no civets ever exifted il
they weretranfported from the Philippine iflands,
and the coaft of Africa. But, as the affertion of
Bolivar is pofitive, and mine negative only, T
muft give my reafons for proving the falfity
of the fatt. To enable the reader to judge,
befide the remarks I am about to make, 1 fhall
quote the paffage of Faber entire *. 1. Fabers
figure was left to him by Recchi, without any

deferi

feilieet) nafeitar in multis Tu
ardibus, cojufmodi in orientali funt
ava major et minor, Ma-

Quitemala, Campege, Nicaragua, de Vera-Cruce, Florida, et
magaa illa infula Sanéli b Hifpaniola, Caba, Manta-
lino,
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defeription®.  Upon this figure is inferibeq
animal ibetbicum Americanum. 1t has o finy
larity eituer to the civet or zibet, but sather
sefembls the badger. 2, Faber gives a defrip
tion and figures of the male and femalo civet,
which refemble our zibet; but thefe civets are
not the fame animal 1 with that reprefented in
the* firft figures and the fecond two are oy
figures of American animals, but of civets belongs
ing to the Old Continent, of which Fabius Cos
lumna, fellow-member with Faber of the Lyn-
cean academy, had obtained drawings at Naples,
and fent him the figures and deferiptions, 3
After quoting Gregoire de Bolivar, concerning

the
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the climates where the civet is found, Faber con-
cludes with admiring Bolivar’s great memory,
and with telling us, that he heard all this relation
from the mouth of its author. = Thefe three re-
marks are alone fufficient to throw a fufpicion on
this pretended animal sibetbicum Americamim,
as well as upon the affertions of Faber borrowed
from Bolivar. But, to render our detection of
his error complete, we find, in  tract compofed
by Fernandes upon American animals, at the
end of the volume which contains the Natural
Hiftory of Mexico by Hernandes, Recchi, and
Faber, a paffage that flatly contradi@ts Bolivar,
and where Fernandes affures us, that the civet is
not an American animal ¥, but that, in his time,
fome of them had been tranfported from  the
Philippine iflands to New Spaint. 1In fine, by
i memorim.Jar b, i elor, e amia g baenus
{pls 2 ar’ e feripes hauby e pltc ditara o, plar rirc
riqi il ipom ope i menorir defeipi, e per com.

* De luro 2 quo Gallia vocata mmauur, c.xedv. Non
gl
Jmm\hwc}\num  Fifpeaim sl . . M, N
i, @ Francie. Fernardes, p. 1
e civet s found in the mountains of the Philippine iflnds.
mbles that of the tiger, and he is cqually avage,
ch fmller. When ined by the bnters,they

2
et Philippine iflands; Hif. Gea. der Vojagens
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uniting this pofitive teftimony of Fernandes 15
that of all the trayellers who fay that the civetg
are very common in the Philippine iflands, i
the Eaft Indies, and in Africa, none of whon
mention their even having feen thefe animals jn
America, it will no longer admit of a doubr, the
the civet is not a native of America, but an anje
mal peculiar to the warm climates of the Ol
Gontinent, and was never found in the New ti]
after it had been tranfported thither. . If 1 had
1% 2 ik neninlh ifbrdt s ke , which
are too frequent, I would have announced o
civet as an American animal,. becaufe it was
tranfimitted from St, Domingos. but, having exa,
mined the memoir and letter of M. Pagés, which
accompanied the animal, I found that it came
originally from Guiney*. Thefe particular fads

confider as fo many proofs of the geneal
pofition, that there is a real diftin@ion betsween

all the animals peculiar to the fouthern regions
5 Bch Caineon

St ey T spenfin
pi matk;
e the feent in
y sbove the oy e,
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homour, mixed with long haits of the fame colour wi thoe
I found o the pouches. The fics or poaches were
h ot dism
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Hence: the civet and zibet belong o the Old
Continent. ‘They differ from cach other only by -
the external marks formerly pointed out. For
the firucture of their internal organs, and of the
refervoirs which contain their perfume, T muft
refer to the excellent deferiptions of Meffs,
Morand and Peyronnie*. With regard to what
remains of the hiftory of thefe two animals, as i¢
is difficult to refer particular s to the one in
preference to the other, T have comprehended
the whole under one article.

The civets , though originally natives of the
warm climates of Africa and Afia, can live in
temperate and even in cold countries, provided
they are defended from the injurics of the wea-
ther, and are fed with ficculent nourifhment.
Numbers of them are kept in Holland for the
purpofe of felling their perfume. The civet
made at Amfterdam is preferred by our mer-
chants to that which comes from the Levant or
India, becaufe the latter is generally lefs pure.
That brought from Guiney would be the beft ,

* Mem, de P Acsd. des Sciences, année 1725, et 17
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if the Negroes, as well as the Indians ang
Levanters ¥, did not adulterate it with the juices
of plants, or with lsbdanum, forax, and other
balfamic and odoriferous drugs.

To collect this perfume, the animalis put intg
a narrow cage, where he cannot turn himfel,
The cage is opened at one end;. the animaljs
drawn a little out by the tail, and fixed in this
pofition, by putting a flick acrofs the bars of
the cage, which likewife enables the people to
fay hold of the hind-legs.  They then introduce

cat which produces the civet, has the head and muzale
X2 s arge, fpotted ike a tiger, and extremely fer
o days, the civet is extradled,

e e
Crocions animals, nearly of the zs of (s
¢, but thicker, and of the figre of a cat. They are
& catry and are kept in cages. . . .. To prevent them
ey i coined eparaly :-.w wooden eages,

e animal 1
tom i. p. 401.—The

e naturally favage, and i ount
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a1 iast Ve s
finceram ad nos d
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a fmall fpoon into the fac that contains the per=
fume, with which- they ferape all its internal
fides, and put the matter into a veffel, which is
covered up with great care.  This operation is
repeated two o three times a-week. The quan-
ity of odorous humour depends much on the
quality of the nourifhment, and the appetite of
the animal, which always produces more in pro=
portion to the goodnefs of its food. Boiled fleth,
eggs, rice, finall animals, birds, young poultry,
and efpecially fithes, are the beft kinds of food,
and they ought to be varied in fuch a manner as
topreferve the health and excite the appetite. He
requires very little water; and, though he drinks
feldom, he difcharges wrine frequently ; and, in
this operation, the male is not to be diftinguithed
from the female.

The perfume of thefe animals is fo firong, that
it infets all parts of the body: The hair and
the fkin * are fo thoroughly penetrated with this
odour, that they retain it long after death; and,

cfervr that contins the odorous liguor of the civeg
another oriice which i fo milar
withoot difefton, al civts appear o be female.
i aor s ncmmodin, when o e
o i it

s below the anus,
[?

bl efsyoirs, oybers i lkewite o 06 Highet s
f < 0 be difffed by sbforption through the
i of both our civets had
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dusing life, it is {0 violent a5 to be quite infiyp-
portable, efpecially if a perfon is fhut up in the
fame apartment with the animal. When heated
with rage, the odour becomes more highly
exalted 5 and, if the animal be tormented till he
fiveats, the keeper colle@s the fiveat, which hss
Tikewife a ftrong {cent, and ferves for adultera-
ting, or at leaft augmenting the quantity of the
perfume.

The civets are naturally favage, and even fome.
what ferocious 5 yet they are eafily tamed, fozs
to be approached and handled without danger,
They have firong fharp teeth ; but their claws

¢ weak ind blunt. Though their bodies are

thick, they are a@ive and nimble.
Iike cats, but can ife . They
Jive by hunting and furprifing fmall animals and
birds. Like the fox, they enter the court-yards,
and carry off poultry. Their eyes fparkle in the
dark, and they probably fee well during the
night.  When animal food fails them, they eat
roots and fruits. They drink little, never fre-
quent moift places, and fpontancoufly live among
burning fands and arid mountains. In their
own climate, they are very prolific; but, though
they can live and produce their perfume in tem-
perate regions, they are incapable of multiplying.
Their voice is ftronger, and their tongue
{moother, than thofe of the cat d their cry
has a refemblance to that of an enraged dog.

In Europe, the unctuous perfume estraéted
from thefe animals is called civer, and zibet or

algalia
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sgalian Arabia. Tt is more ufed in India and
the Levant, than in the more northern countries.
1t is hardly now employed as a medicine ; but
he perfumers and confectioners make ufe of
it in the compofition of their perfumes. The
adour of the civet, though ftrong, is moreagree=
2ble than that of mufk. But both of them loft
their reputation upon the difcovery of amber=
gris, or rather the mode of preparing it: And
E en the ambergris, which not long ago was
cfcemed for the excellence of its fmell, has
ceafed to be admired by people of a refined and
delicate tafte.

SUPPLEMENT.

IN the year 1772, M. de Ladebat fent a live
divet to M. Bertin, fecretary of flate 'This ani~
mal was given by the Dutch governour of Fort
Mine, on the coaft of Africa, to the captain of
one of M. de Ladebat's fhips, in the year 1770,
and was landed at Bourdeaux in the month of
November 1772 On its arrival, it was very
weak; but, after fome days, refomed its firength,
and, at the end of five or fix months, its fize was
augmented about four inches. Tt was fed with
raw and bailed flefh, fih, foup, and milk. - It
was kept warm during the winter; for it feemed
to faffer much from cold, and became lefs fero=

cious when expofed to a cdol air,
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