THE MEXICAN OPOSSUM *,

#JHIS animal was firft taken notice of by
* Fernandes 1. i 1
ernandes t. The cayopollin, fa

he,is a
finall animal, about the fize of a rat.

‘ y It refem-
Dles the opoffum in the muzzle, the ears, and the
tail, which laft it ufes as a hand. The cars are
thin and tranfparent. The legs and feet are
white. The young, when frighted, lay faft hold
of the mother, who carries them up to the
nearefk tree.  This fpecies is found in the moun-
tains of New

igtus coyopsllins Cha
3. Nete, This is a
Philander £
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thefe remarks verbatim, without adding any of
his own. Seba*, who firft gave a figure of this
animal, has not deferibed it He only fays, that
ts head is fomewhat thicker, and its tail Jarger
than thofe of the masmofe or mutine opoffum,
and that, thought it be of the fame genus, it be=
longs to a different climate, and even to a dif-
ferent continent.  He then refers to Nicremberg
and Johnfton for farther information coneern=
ing this animal. _But it is evident, that neither
Nieremberg nor Johnfton had ever feen it; for
they only follow Fernandes. None of thefe three
authors fay that it is a native of Africa. They
‘mention it, on the contrary, as peculiar to the
mountains of the warm regions of America ; and
yet Seba, without the finallefkauthority, pretends
that it is an African animal. That which we
{uw unqueftionably came from America. It was
Jarger, the muzzle was not fo fharp, and the tail
was longer than thofe of the murine opoffum,
and in every patticular it approached nearer than.
the latter to the Virginian opoffum. Thefe three
animals have a great refemblance in their exter=
al and internal ftrucure, in the fupernumerary.
bones of the pelvis, in the form of the feet, in
the premature birth, in heir long and conflant
adherence to the teats, and in their manners and
difpofitions.  They all belong to'the fame cli-

of the New World, They are never found

. tab: 31, fige 30




440 THE MEXICAN OPOSSUM.

in the cold regions of America, and cannot five

even in temperate climates.  Befides, they have
ali an ugly afpect. Their mouth, which

Tike that of a pike, their ears, which re

thofe of a bag, their ferpent-like ta

feet, fhaped like thofe of a monki

firange picure, which is rendered flill more dif-
agreeable by their offenfive fmell, and by the
flownefs and ftupidity that accompany all their
adlions and movements.
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