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The Working Plan of the Boys' Corn Club and the Girls
‘Industrial Club Work in Yalobusha County, Mississippi.
-nuﬁd‘-ggﬂ

Puring the month of March, 1908, there was organized in Yalobusha
County, Wississippi, a movement looking toward the betierment of
methode in farming in that section and the stimulation of interest
in all agricultural matters. It was called the Yalobusha Farmer
Boys' Club.

Nebedy, probably, foresaw the results that have already
flowed from this unpretentious 1ittle erganization. But the idea
caught among the boys of Yalobusha. They came together and talked
it over. They dug up such literature as was available and posted
themgelves regarding the most approved methods of growing cotton
and corn and the hundred ether products of the soil that thrive in
the fertile loam of Yalobusha County. A new pride in their call-
ing and in their county has already manifested itgelf. Farming is

Ybeing invested with an atmosphere of interest and romance and

rightfully its own, and the allurement of the city is fading out

of Yalobugha's gsr;ﬁectivn. Parmers and farmers' boys are slapping
each other on the back and thanking God afresh that they are farm-
ers and farmer's boys--and that they live in Yalobusha County.

PURPOSE OF THE CLUB

The avowed purpese in the formation of the club was to provide

for contests in the growing of cotton and e¢Orn, after the plans

of Dr. 8. A. Knapp of the United States Department of Agriculiure,
Bureau of Plant Industry, Parmers's Cooperabtive Demonstration Work.
Nearly 300 of the most enterprising and wide-awake boys of Yalo=
bueha County were enlisted in the work. Bach boy was urged to
thoroughly prepare a plat of half an acre, which he was required

to cultivate individually. Bach boy was furnished with data regard+
ing the best qualities of seed and was admonished to make his own
gelection, bearing in mind the qualities of his soil, the climate
in which his products were to be grown, ete. Bach boy was urged

to give the young plants the very best care untdl late in the season.

In a word, each of the contegtants was instrueted to surround

his 1ittle crops with the most favorable conditions known to sciens
tific farming, and thus to put inte a practical experiment the
vaunted theories of the agricultural colleges.



2=

The results were at once gratifying to the projectors of the
club and a delightful surprise to its members. It has been demon=-
strated to these boys that the production of every acre of land
in the county can be doubled by the proper mixing of a little
8kill with their methods, This, it is believed, will go to the
root of most of the supposed inabilities of the farmers to build
good county roads, comfortable country homes and adequate rur:

schools; for whenever the people become more preosperous they will =
at once begin to make these improvements. g

Similar erganizations have performed a wonderful amount of
good in the gtates of the North arnd West; then why not, it is
argued, for #0ld Mississippi?" The principal object is te begin \
early in Iife to create in the young people a respect and love
for agricultural pursuits; to give them agricultural training
along with their literary studies and to fit them to begin the
hattlg of life equipped with knowledge that future success will
demand,

The purposes may be summarised:

1. To give our boys a more practical education.

2. To make farm life more attractive and farming more
profitable and thus cheek the flow of our young
men to the city.

3. To assist our schools to teach agriculture and exe-
tend the work of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College and Experiment Station.

4. To dignify farming and enable our people to take ad=-
vaniage of dur schools by making them more prosperous.

5. To encourage ~9il study, soil improvement, better
cultivation; plant study, improvement, ete.

6. To teach the coming generation of farmers to get the
best resulfs from his labor and soil by intensified
tlrn!dng .

Method of Organizing:= The work was first taken up by the teachers

of the rural schoolg and the boys abeve ten years of age were en=-

rolled as members of the elub. They met at the courthouse on the 7th
of March where, the details of the organizet gre carried out and
instructions given by Mr. A, S. Meharg, snt fm the Parmers'

Cooperative Demonstration Work, and others. In addition they were

furnished free bulletins by the ﬂhite&QQtabew Department of Agrie

culture on the thorough preparaticn of the seed bed, use of the

best seed, planting, cultivating, etec., including tho selection of

geed for another crop. Part of the seed were furnished by the

General Bducation Board of New York, through Dr. Knapp, but all

were at liberty to use any variety desired. They were urged above

all to secure the very best seed. Too much stress cannot be placed

gmoz this, for the best results are always golten from pure highe
red seed. R
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The members were required to cultivaite at least a half acre.

A smaller plat would not be practical to give results from their
experiments. Yor instance, a boy could cultivata very highly a

few stalks and, perhaps, win one of the best prizes but would fail
to get the benefits in an agricultural educatien that a boy with a
plat would get. Absolute honesty and fairness were urged throughout
tﬁe,whﬁla work. Bvery precaution was taken to have the right spirit
shown. ;

The boys did their own work and kept a record of same. These
recorde were handed in with their prige ears of corn October 20,
19208. It is a rule of the club that all bulletins from the Departe
ment be read carefully and a aﬂu{&a&:~r¢anrd be kept. A number
of personal letters were sent out te the boys during the spring
and summer calling their attention to the various phases of the courses
of study.

During the month of August an institute for members of the
¢lud and the farmers was held in Coffeeville. The leading planters
and a goodly number of the boys were in attendance., The instruc-
tions were given by Prof. H. B, Savely, of the Farmersg' Cooperative
Demonstration Work, and Supt. W. H. smith, of Holmes County, Mise
sissippi, who was conducting a similar boys club in that county.

The work was full of interest and all attending went away fesling
‘that they were better farmers. There are always social features in
a meeting like this that awakens a spirit of good fellowship among
the farmers.

PING UP WITH THE WORK.

We kept up with the beys through the teachers and by corre-
spondence. Most of the plats were vislted and we then came in
personal touch with the boye in their own homes. When the results
were known, the yield of several boys showed that by their individe
ual efforts the repulte were almost incredible. Over one hundred
and twenty bushels were produced by one of the boys and several pro-
duced more than a hundred bushels per acre. The measuring and har-
vesting of the crops were done in the presence of disinterested
parties, and in most instances, the yield was more than twice the
accustomed number of bushels. :

A public exhibit was held in October and right there did the
movement assumne its importance in the eyes of the whole county.
Visitors from the county and the adjoining counties came in troops
to inspeet the products of these ambitious young farmers. Not only
the country people, but the town folks showed their interest, reale
izing that the prosperity of every interest in ths state would always
be linked with those who till the soil.

Tt is believed that the movement is a thrust at the very
root of the evil-=the lack of beautiful country homes, good country
roads, and adequate churches and schools. When our boys grow up teo
be progperous,scientific farmers with an appreciation of these Kifv

requisites; of what it requires to make a great nation, they wi
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bectme exponents for these all-important improvements. The science
of home farming is the secret of Mississippi's prosperity and content.

A Word to the Promoters.

There is no greater work being carried on in the South to-day
than that of Dr. 8 . A. Knapp and his corps of earnest agenis ase
sisted by the school men who are able to foresee the great upheaval
of untold good that will in time revolutionize farming, which will
cause the whole country to blossom with prosperity. How much greater
our country would be if our products were doubled! We would be ne
longer fighting against want, but could spend the surplus toward
these internal improvements. The fraternal spirit should appeal
to any man who has an unselfiseh interest in common cause of uplifte
ing our fellowman, to lend & helping hand to our future leaders.

In other words, improve this glorious heritage given us by our fathers
and pass it along to generations to come greatly enriched.



YALOBUSHA FARMER BOYS3' CLUB.

Organized under the direction of the United States Department of
Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Industry, Farmers' Cooperative Demon=-

stration Work, Washington, D. C,

Rules of the Club:

Rule 1, All members must be between the ages of ten and twenty=-
one years.

Rule 2. Each member must cultivate at least one-~half acre located
in Yalobusha County according to instructions given by
the FARVERS' COOPERATIVE DEMONSTRATION WORK, BUHEAU OF
PLANT INDUSTRY, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Rule 3. Each member nust grow elther corn or cotton, but cannot
contest with both.

Rule 4. Record (No. A 53) must be kept of all work to be handed
in with the exhibit.

Rule g. All bulletinsg from the Department must be read carefully.

Rule 6. All exhibits will be judged by experts.

Rule 7. No member shall receive more than one of the priges
offered. To give every member a fair trial in winning
something.

Rule 8. All exhibits must reach this office by Saturday, October
18, :;m, to give the committee time to arrange for

udg

Rule 9. g‘h onhihi‘ba ghall be numbered by the commitites and the

J 8 will not know the name of the owner of the ex=-
t

Rule 10, mt‘blts of corn will be ten well selected ears and one
well developed stalk with ears intact.
Rule 11. Bxhibite for cotton must be three wekl selected st 8.
NOTE. Will furnish any other information on request.
take pleasure to explain any detail,

THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS WERE GIVEN BY OCTORER 1, 1908, FOR THE PRO=

MOTION OF THE CLUB. Yalobusha Countye----$50.00

Thos. A Early...........tzs 00 Wagner & G0usesreosees$25,00
B, Newburgor. s, vccevnors .20.00 A. E, Jennings & Co....10.00
Hotehkiss, Parsons Jew C0.15.00 J. W. MoLarty,.........10,00
R. _.R, m:.ioyu ------- 10.00 o T Q\liﬂk... ----- 10.00
B, Teland & 00cesccvoavns ++10.00 M. B, Goedwln........ ve 8450
Water Valley Fur. C0.....,10.00 J. D. Pasecoek.::..... .o+ 5,00
sm Bt me ------ .....‘..5.00 A. G Neuﬂi,ﬁfer.......-.'.5‘.00
G’- I'l Griffin, J’I‘--........s'.oo B. Eo ?arkB.-----.....-.B'.W
H. A, n&ﬂ.-g .............. 05'000 e X5 '.Blount............ﬁ'.(}o

H. H. Creekmore,.. ... sv0005,00 ST SR .5.00
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R. P. Kinmons........... ..$5.00 | W. H. Kisner........ ... $5.00
¥. L. Addington & Bro......5.00 J. ¥ BlagkEmr. ... .. voss85.00
Coffeeville Bank......... .+ 5,00 G. W. Armgtrong........ .5.00
?urnage-&tkinsen Drug Co...5.00 N. K. PERONEN < -5 - 00560 «5.00
W. L. Kennedyo . ........... .5.00  Buckley Brose,.......... 3.00
‘. B. Tﬂrry.-. ------------- 5.00 . X RCOBR. L. ...y ...2.5@
H. B. SRVCIJ‘. ---------- «ve: 2,50 E. ]EcLarty.-_.----------.-?.Eio
'0 IIO Emn@n. ----------- ) 2. 50 J- MC mkero R T I S N 3.M
8. 8'1 Bplncer. se Ao e s R A 50 Moore & 000 20 a0 s s . -1."”
A- S-- Meharg- L R A 2‘. 5° y

Te HAPEDRER: + ¢ » cv 66 ¢00ss .10.00

Thie movement will appeal to any progressive business man
and all the necesgsary funds can be easily raised by private

subscription.
work a success.

Prize money is an essential thing to make the
Nothing stimulates boys so much as the hope

of being rewarded by a medal or some honor,



9

10.

12,

PRIZES
$20.00 in gold

$10.00 in gold

5.00 in gold

35.00 in mdse. For the fourth best

10.00 Suit clothes Best ten ears R. R. Pate
10,00 Vulean

plow & hare-

ness Besl eay Thoe. A. Early

500, 1bs. V. & €. Pertilizer., Best-
~Corn zrown with

Cultivator..

Oliver plow. Supervisors Dist.

18,00 Wateh

5.00 Bank acct. "

CORN PRIZES FOR BOYS.
FOR WHAT GIVEN

DONOR
For the best work and Yalobusha Co.
regults in the growing

of corn. The largest

yield per acre. The best

developed stalks and cars,

And the best exhibit to be
considered by the Judges.

For the second begt B. Leland
& Co,

dington Bro.

Buckley Bros.

Wagner & Co.
Y. & C. Fertilizer.

Best work & results
in Sup. Dist. Wo. 1

¥o. 2 Wagner & Co.
® No. 4 Hotchkiss &
Parsong Jewelry
Co.
No. B Coffeeville
Bank

G. W. Armgtrong

WINNER
R. T. Viek

Martin Adoams
Peter Wil-
bourn

Tloyd Gore
den.

Glayvton Goad

Claude Bates
Harvey Johne
aon

Pan & ; -
thur Iﬁtm

Thos, Bde
wards,

Claud Mce
Cracken

Gray Harrhk=
son

Clarence
York

A,



2.

S

4,

5.

9.
10.

11.

12,

PRIZE
$20.00 in gola

10.00 in gold

5.00 in gold

3.00 Mdse.

COTTON PRIZES FOR BOYS.

FOR WHAT GIVEN

For best work &
results, yield per
acre, best devele

oped stalks and bells,

and the best exhibits

DONOR

Yalobusha Co.

considered by the Judges.

For the second best.

For the {hird best.

For the fourth best

11.00 John Deere

Plow

Combination.

Planter

500 1bs. .
Fertiligzer

Combination

Best five stalks

Best stalk

Béﬁt cotton grown

with this feptilizer

Cotton Chopper

& Cultiv.

$15.00 Wateh

Best work and results
in Sup. Dist. #1

Sup. Dist. No. 2

Plow Sup. Dist. #3
Rocking Chair " #4

Williams GCul-

thvator

A. B. Jennings
& Company

Turnage=-
Atkinson
Drug Co,

Yalobusha Co.

'agn er & G”.

Wagner & Co.

Wagner & Co.

Qouch Bros.
¥fg. Co.

J. T. Quick

Water Valley
Ful‘ ® GO ®

" # 5, F‘lvand.er Williams
{J« W. McQlarty

WINNER

Eelma Bu-
banks.

Paul Tate

Clarence
Carithers.

Albert Rodg=
ersg.

Braxton H

Luther Mc=
kes

Asberry
Fair

Willie Bell
Willie Ward

(Brinley Plow Co.Thos. Mo.§
(A. B. Jennings Cormick

Dogan Boys

Gheatér
Denly
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THE GIRLS' INDUSTRIAT CLUB,

A gimilar organization to that of the hoys was organized
among the school girls of the county during the autumn of 1908
to promete the interest of Industrial Science. It is easy to get
the girls interested as they take up this work with so much ene
thusiasm and their products make such a fine showing at county
and state fairs. - Pirst, second, and third prizes were offered
for the following:

Cooking of Corn Products.
Cooking of Corn Cakes.

Needlework, including plain sewing, embroidery, crocheting,
patching, Button=holes , and faney work.

House Ornaments,
Basket work with raffis and reeds.

Flower growing, chrysanthemums and other autumn flowers.



A BOY ON A TARM,

One day last week I went over to Johnsons Landing teo see
my Nephew and talk with him about lifs on the farm. He met me
at the fromtgate and when I was 10 feet away he reached gut
his hand and said, "Hellg! Uncle John! How are you? Glad to
see you; I want you to go out to the crib and see my corn,”
just like a boy. Sinee he made 104 bushels of corn on an old

} worn-out asre of landj he has been so full of the subject that
he can not open his mouth without saying "Corn.®

We shook hands, went to the well for a drink of fresh

! water and then took the path to the corn erip. As he threw

| the door open and I caught sight of the golden ears I exclaimed,
"My! That is fine corn. Such splendid ears; well filled and
solid as a rock.”

"m you kneﬁ, Uncle John, I am offered twe dollars dmmh

‘ 8 bushg;tgz; hnlf of it for seed?"
"That is a‘@wd price," I replied, "but it is worth it.
Now, let us see what vou are making. If you sell one half at
two dollars a bushel for seed, and the other half at fifty
cents a bushel for feeding, you will get one hundred and thirty
dollars for the crop. How much clear profit will you make on
this acre, Tephewo"
/r %Aw wBoar as we ‘can reckon, it generally costs us seven
eamrs an acre to make ocorn, Last year, before I joined
the Corn Club, I made a better erop than ususl and we gathered



Viie PSR IAY ' L

p {Ladics
"

L™

fifteen bushels on an aocre., At fifiy cents & bushel we
gleared just fifty cents an acre, not allowing anything for
the we of the land."

*Did this large yield cost you any more for the aers?*®
I inquired.

"0f course it cost some more,® he said. "Hear as Dad
and I néalﬁ make out, sba&futénhibllars an acré more, or sévan~
teen dollars in 211 for this aere. But Dad thinks the extra
fodder and the better condition of the dand will make up for
the extra eost."

*Let ue be liberal in our estimates on this yield," I

remarked, "and allow seventeen dollars as the cost of making

the aore of corn. This will give you a net profit of one hundred

and thirteen dollars for the corn on one aocre. You state that
before this year you did wake fifteen bushels on ap average one
vear and cleared th:t year fifty cents an acre above ¢ost. One
hundred and thirteen dollars cleared this year is 226 times
fifty cents, bhe smount you made olear last year. Suppose your
father had worked all his crops equally well as this acre of
yours ever since he commenced to farm, M would he be worth
now? IHe has been farming for himself 30 years and in that time
he has 1aid up sbout two thousand ellare. If he hed worked
his whole farm every vear as well as you M worked this acre
he would have cleared 226 times two tnﬁunaﬁa'.lellura, or
$462,000."

"You don't mean it! It can't be possiblel Whmt

-2e
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awful pile of money; Why! if we had that money we could buy

the big bottom farm of Sam Jones aaarliig.in his fine house
and wa could buy half the township besides. xy&, 8ir! and we
could own the bank mmises. You are gaffing me, Uncle John!
It could not be! All that money out of this farm! Dad hes
worked on it 30 years and he haa got anly #wn thousand dollars
out of it. You say thers ara tﬁur hundred and fifty thousand
dollars in this farm that he dié'nat ge@. It must be there yet
and I an going to got i%t. Dad offered to sell the whole farm
for four thousand last vesr, I'll buy it and have that money.
Do you suppese there is any more down there?"
"Plenty of it,” I replied, *if you just know how to get
it. You d4id not know i1l this year that thers were 104
bushels of corn in that acre waiting for you to find it. There
are other things #%ﬁh there waiting for a boy to find them =
apples, peaches, cherries, berries of a&i-kin&a, grapes, plums,
oats, hay and most everything wanted. Why did your acre of corn
this year praaucﬁ &q much more than in any former year?"
“It-augh&-ta-hﬁva produced: I w&@#a@‘thax land €111 1t
was like pewder. i fertilizad it well #ﬁﬁ‘lsgat the best seed
in the whole country. There is a lot Lﬁ good seed. I selected
two or three bushels this year out of m# grop and you bet I will
not sell it for big money. I've hid 1&. “ﬁan't'yau tell any~-
body, Uncle John. It is upstairs under ay—boa Then I harrowed
the lend before planting and after p}ﬁnﬁiﬁg, and worked it
every week. Then Sunday afternoons Ifawéﬁ to go out and see

3=
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4%t grow. I am on to the job of making eern all right.®

If youare on te your job," I r@:.lmﬂ, "you have found
out the secret of making money out of the farm. A Perm is
just 1ike Aladdin'’s Lamp."

Mhat is Aladdin's Lamp?"

"You will recall,” I answe

red, "the story of Aladin and
nis wonderful lamp in the Arabian Nights, a book most every bey
has read. The boy Aladdin had a wonderful lamp, and if he
rubbed it the right way he got every thing he wanted. Just so
with a farm, if you rub it {work it) wrong you get nothing,but
if vou rub it right every thing will come te you that you want -
houses and lands, horses and carrisges, gold, pilver, ete."

"You don't méan to say that if you rub the ferm right all
these things will come right up out of the soill"

“Yeﬁ_, "1 'fﬁ'ﬁlﬁa, "they come Tight up out of the soil.
At first shat you see after rubbing the farm right (working it)
are wonderful creps of grass and grain. These go off the farm
and pretty soon t.iwy send in their p’:;aﬁg. houses and lands,
horses and aaﬂiugé#, gold and silver, lm gther things desired.
But the most wonderful thing is whatl you can bring out of the
faia if you rub it right - ewerythahg.gaag-te eat, drink and
weay - beautiful houses, gardens and WE&:"._ﬁ_.ievely flowers =

precious books and paintinge - a 1ife of eomfort and the home

of & king. A1l these are in the farm, and they are yours if
you m’b-’ the soll right, and you wanted to¢ sell the privilegs






A BOY OF THE TARM RECEIVES A LBTTER.

Dear Nephew:
: zihr some time it has been my intention to make you a
visit and talk over matters about the farm.

I thought we could go out and sit on = log under the old
oak tree when we would not be distrubed and have such & good
talk+ 1 hear such interesting wreports about you that I can
not wait for the visit and must write you a letter all about it.

You will remermber the the last time I saw you, you wore
full of the notion of leaving the farm as soon as you were
0ld enough,and getting a job in town, I reeall what you said
Just as if you said it yesterday. The weather wens preity
warm and we had been out to the well to get a drink of water,

: Samathigﬁ,apﬁhé?aﬂ.%ﬁ be on your mind, and I asked you what

it was. You said, "Uncle John! I am going to quit the farm
just as seoh as I en old enough.” You said farming was a hard
life =~ &11'ﬁéﬁk and no play = long on drudgery and short on
cegierta; 1it$§§'%§ﬁééling; poor bletkaa; nézéash in the
pocket. To ef@ngﬁ;ﬁhﬁ argument, you told me that your Mether
thought so taa.r She wanted to sa;?%ke farm and move to town
8o the children could have a CHATON Just like the sweet

mothers. They are always thinking about helping the children
in some way.

fiﬁﬁ;%ixl-&eeﬁil what I said te you in reply. I remember

ﬁhatiffig}t r&ﬁh@ﬁlaorry for you because I knew vou had been

'ﬁhihkﬁ%gi&i it for a leng tims and were very much in carnest.
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I put my arm about you and aaiéfi "My boy) listen to Uncle
John., It is not the farm nor thé‘g‘ life of a farmer that is to
blame. It is the way you farm. "‘i}?auﬁr‘ teams are net strong
enough to do good farming; your fa';i'm tools sre out of date =
nman=killing implerents that ought te have gone to the gCTAP
yile years ago; you half prepare the soil; you never select
your seed till yag.hgyg:;glduexAxgd all the best; you culti-
vate your crop as if it was a glear gain to reduce the day's
work deveted to it; you sell the best and keep the poorest to
eat, to plant or to use; you never have raised half the crop
any year that land could preduce i you gave it =z chance. You
want a fine home, good stoek and plenty of meney, but you do
not go to work the right way to get them.®

This seenmed ’&:_é:r}iﬁnuah a raw spot and you replied, rather
anappy: "E m%smmw we can have all them things without
meney, mﬂﬁaé Eéa&ai;hare aint any nmoney left after the erop
is sold and t&m debts are paid, and yet he lays up some money

e R

y year."
*Your a-r%pﬁj‘&césimt pay yeu the cost of making it any
year," 1 rapliéi&l.: *The money you invested in alnd was taken
out of what cug_ﬁ_t to have been paid for femily comforts and
improvements; gw\ ¢lothing, for mhﬁamng, for household and
farn _&gﬂimanﬂk t;p. do better work. I den't call that laying up
money, I calY mit laying up a stook of discontent and trouble

—fﬁr the future., Now, if you really want to own the best farm

in the United States, with fields that fadrly groan under the
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‘weight of the harvest, have a heautiful imm with every com=

fort, éﬁive the finest horses, own the best stook, mve a plenty
of money in the bank and be a lord of the seil, I jean tell you

how, but before I tell you must do something on your own ac=-

count so you will be prepared to understand.

#Y want you to join the Boys' Corn Club, and make more
aurn to the aere than a.ny one 1:1 the neighborhood. Then I
will ;;11 you some more ah;x; hew te make money on the farm.,*

You promiged me you would try. This was a year ago.
Last week ¥Mr, Davis, your next neighbor, was over and teld me
you made a hundred and four bushels of corn this year on one
of those acves where you uped to gather twelve bushels of
nubbhins. You have won vour first vietory over the farn.

Before this the farm has always been on top of yo% .m_w you

have comrienced !ﬁ:ﬁ.gﬁ on top of the farm, and according te my
promise I will be kwr and tell you how you can own the best
farm, drive the finest har ses and live like a lord of the seil.
T Affectionately yours,
2 UNCLE JOHN,

Uncle to all the v ys on the farms,
because every farmer is my brother.
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- Durd *&m month of March, 19008, thore wss lwgmuod
-m obhusha County, msaaaﬂmrl a movenent Leoking toward
z “’lmnt of methods in :i."ming in that section and

ion of intereat in all agricultural methods, It wap
mned the Yalobusha Parmer Noys' Corn Clud,

Nobody, ably, tawmm‘ miltas that have already

rlowed from this unp sgation, Nut the idea
.ﬁht mrong the boys of busha care together and

talked ot over. They dug w ch literaturs as was avallable

and pested themselves the most approved methods of growing
cotton and corn and the hupdred and one other products of the soil
that thrive in the fertile lom of Yalobusha County.,

A new pride in their ocalling and in their county has already manie
fonted itself, Yamming is M‘ﬁ inveated with an atwogphere
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of intereat and romance rightth uu own, and the allurament
of the city is rading out of Yal ‘s mmﬂﬂ.

Parmers and farmers' boys are slapping each other on the bauok
and thonking God afresh that they are farmers and farmers' boys--

ond that ﬂhw live in !‘alobm County.,

d purpose in the formation of the ¢lub was to
in the growing of cotton and corn, after
« knapp of the United Htates MM of
Plant Industey, Yarmers' Cooparative
rly three hmd.m of the moat enterprine i
A;r Yalobugha County were enlinted in the §

| to thoroughly prw & ma.t of halfl

t he wie required to ecultiy u;l“H

od und MnLShed to make hip Own ug:&m rtan Toik
geod and was shed %o o oaring
mind ghohqua}.lun ’:r h.ta neﬂ., the %m” ﬁifﬁéh his products
were to be grown 0 gm e young
rlants the vary t'zut um tmtil 11“5 on. In a word,
aach of 4he contestants was instructed %o Mmu his little crapc
with the mont fa-mm.h sonditions known %o entific carming

and thus %o put otical eriment aunted theo l 8
I R T tur) otxiages, T L e

\t.—.t?!‘ o LY
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The resultis wore at once gra t% %o the projectors
of the olub and o delightful m its ers. It has
been demongtrated to thaese boys that Wﬁm of every

acre of and in the county ombeﬁeﬁn proper mixing of
& Little with their methods, a. h¥ g pelieved, wi

@ root of of the suppose tios of the farmers

14 good county roads, Mortwl mw- and adequate
choods; Tor wnenever the people hecor® mors prosperous

m will ab once begin %o make theae improvements,

a 0 ions have performed a wonderful smount of
good in the states of the North and Vest then why not, it in
urgued for *0Ld Missisaippi®? The prine object is %0 begin
mrly n&&a croste in thn ;mm&zoph a roespect and love

r agrioul pursuits; ®o icultural graining
alun with thoir litersyy and to !‘it them to bogin the
battle of 1ife equipped with Mmc that future success will

derand,

The purposes may be summariszeds

1, %o give our bBoys a more practical education,

3. To make Tayr 1ife wore attractive and farming more
profitable and thus check the flow of our young
men to the city.

3¢ %o aanist our gohools to teach 1cu1 | X
tond the work of the Agricul tuy
f‘omgu and Bxperinmont Station,

4 Lo ify farmi mdmﬂalommﬂttomc
1 advan of m“:mela by making thom more prone
Perous,
6. %o rage soll atudy, soil imgp better

ration, plant utw, improvement, e

\ ?« 8 coming peneration of rum'a $o mt
| heet results from his labor and soil by ine

V. ‘lm farming,

pe¢ ton years or m wore enrolled as
y met nt the eturthouse on the 7th of

of the __1mmmudautma
: #, Moharg, Agent in the Pare
meras’ Gamm ive York and others, m;- furnished
free bulleting by the United States mt Agriculture on the
thorough preparation of the seed bed, use 0f the best seed, planting
; y 2%¢,, including the moaam of goed for another

oultivat

SIS St Pl S b ot
: WU &

d;uim, They were tar above all to use the
M- Too puch stress cammot be plaoed upon thie/ for

’&aj Wumumgmmmpmw« .
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The merbers were raquired to oul% -wﬁt ﬁﬁ lmt half an
acre, A smalder plat would not be practical vé results fyrom
their experiments, ¥or instance, a hoy cowld cultivate wery hishly
a Tow péallks and pmn, win one of L -'hm yrﬂ«a but would fall
to £ob the benerifs in an agricultursl education thab a boy with
& plat wouldd get,’ mmmm honesty ‘and mm ware wgﬂ throughe
rt «m wioke work, Rvery proceution wap take e right

m boys Aid their dgg work and kept & record of same,
theso regords were handed in with their prise ears of corn
. 1&&& It is & rule of the clud that all bulletins fron W'
Departpent be read carefully and corplets record he kept, A
W of personal letters were esnt out to the boyas during the
miw and m;;* ealling mﬁr attention to the various phases
the gourasns study,

Dburing the month of m an Institute for the members of
the olubs and the Iarnors wis held in Coffesville, The leadiy
rlanters and a goodly wmsbor of tm{a wore in attendance, The inw
structions were given ’%a ol + Savely of the Farmers! Coow
yerative Demonstration ﬂc md $. W, H, Sdth, of Holmes
founty, Mississippd, who was gm&u&ﬁng & siwmilar boys' club in
that county, The work was full of fnterest snd all attending

went sway feel that they were betier farmers. Shore are always

gooial features n meoting like this that awsken a spirit of

~good fellowshiy among the Tarners,

! Wo kept up mﬁk%tma Mu@\m WMNmﬁwwwab
smimm, Rgnt of the nma worsa fieited and we then cams in pore
tough with the boys in their own homes, vhen the results
e hown, the yield of several hoys showed that by thad m
individunl fe the results were almost incredible,
hundred M‘W' ty Bushels were Wm&dhymafm« smﬂ
mm prod qm ‘than a hundred bushels per mcre, The
venting of the eropn werse done in msmamm of
sien, and in most inaﬁmm, the yield was more
ustonad m of bu

mw a!’ @ whole county,
& odning MQ! came in troops
 young favmers., Yot

r interest,

Yinitons X0 Bh aﬁmi:r and the adj
to inspesnt the products of thess mmhiti
the m&w yma but the town follks

realising tha m proaperity of every MQM in the state would
slenys Yo Linked with these who 411 the sod vy

It is bel Leved that the novement is a thruet at the very root
of the ovile- m lack of bemutiful country h 08, good country road §
and the adequate churches and schools, “han our : grw up ko be

8, scientifiec farmers with an appr son of those proe
tes, of vhat it requires to make n grest mtim, they a::.
| for these all-important improvements, “he science of
nig is the secret of Misslsslppi's proaperity mnd content,
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There is no groater work being carried on m Mg‘

tmq than that of Dr, €, A Knapp and his corps of e

asel hy the schools and men who are able to foresee

rreat upheaval of mw '&t will regult and in tm _
' tnige W " cauge the vhole country ia L3
blossom with prosperit ;. mm greater our country would de }
of our rroducts were doubled! We would no longer be fighting
against want, but poudd spend the surplus toward these internal
improvenents, The fraternnl spirit should appeal %o any man who
has an unselfish interest in the cormmon cause of wplifting our
fellowmon, to lend a hand to our future leaders, In other words,
improve tma glorious hegum given us by our Tathers me pang
it along to penerations %o come grontly enriched, ,

L |

L) =S
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Organized under the dzrootion of W United States
_ mme of Agriculture, Bureau of Plant Industry, Parnere '
_Caoparative Deronstration Work, Washington, 1. €.

Iﬂm- & of w (_& ub .

Rule ), All mepbars must he hetween the ages of ten and twen-
ty onge years., |

Hule 2, lach member rust pultivate at le=xst w atre

located in Yalobusha County sccerding to jnptructions

given by The Famers' Cooperative Demonstration ‘lbrt.

Buraau of Plant Industry, United States Department

of Mgr! L Gare .

fule 3, DOY mmt w either corn or cotton, but
g wi bﬂﬂh ;
Tule 4, Recerd (lo.A ﬁa}?;:t be kept of all work to be handed
% ‘ LLiL RS ‘ﬁl‘ -
Fude 8, J& buddeBing-fron the Department must be rend umruuy
Rule 6, - ALl exhi ita will be Judged by experts,
Hule 7, (Wo mamhar shall receive more than one of the priszes

sfrored,, To give every member a fair trial in winning

Hule 8, ' ﬁp ruat reach this efTi b,y faturday,October
8, to give the cormittes : to arrange for

Rule 9, %m 3&1“ shall be numbered by the cormittee and the
gm ‘a will not know the nams of the owner of the ox-
-
Rule 10y ¥xhibits of corn will bs ten wll selected ears and one
oo  well developsd stalk with sars intact,
~ Bwle 11, Rxhibits for cotton must he Three well selected stalks,
¥OTE,  will furnish any other inrw on request, Will

Toke pleasure to explain any .
- :_' i MRG DONATIONS WiERE OIVEN 3Y mm 1,1.908,POR THE
Lt mwmm mm&‘%ww.o»oouo Qw

““‘_‘*“I' ..ao'.."Q'-s‘a .m mr&(’oihtttOCC..

00
P kMR bbb e It ER AR S mh. L Ko MKy :&nﬂim & c’”lll 1@ M

Hot “N.MQ Jow, %mw e W mtyqt‘iootdo -00
R. e __.\lltinntlt:s‘“gol-'lw :p ’fu M*.ctactooﬁnnqxonm
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: _& wgy avrgmtmﬂm to that of the \ od
: sahool pirls of the county duein mu mﬁwwxﬁ_i 4

wte the interast of Industris) Selunes, It in e 8y o
‘ﬁrxn interested ag they take up this work with '

uﬂ j_' ahe Tairs, Pirst, M m third prizes were offeved
for the m:xmm e

pooking o m 5
Cooking of Torn Cakes.

Raedlevork, tneiud plain sewing, erbroidery, cro-
chadting, patahiw%wtnmln and fanoy vmi.

House nmmtm
Basket work with xmfﬂm and reody,

ﬁmr mmg, ehrysanthemms ané other mm
awars

and their products make such & fine showing at acounty

e e A Mo, o . s e o R 8 '
R e Y e i),
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THE BOYS' CORH CLURS UNDER fuﬁ,uﬂ; .

=) SRiB-S DupanmEne
0F AGRICULIURE.

By SHAMAN A. KNAPT.

A feow days since two very interestling young women were
egcorted to my Office by Chief dﬁerk Jones of the Burcau of
Elant Industry and introduced with the oxplenation that they
wanted $o know something about the Doys' Corn Club Works I
wags about to excuse myoelf, owing to pressure of business,
when one of them remsrked thet she was & school teacher from
Now York:; knew something of preetical life; menaged her own
farm; and as & teacher wanted o use any knowledpe she might
obtain of the Boys' Corn Club work for the bemefit of the boys
of her Stetes This won me &nd I discovered ﬁﬂ&ﬁ@n&y~thaf I was
not so pressed £0r time as I had supposeds

"Xindly commence gt the begimning" said the tencher,"end
tell us something of the origin of these clubs; how they ere
organized ond instructed, end whet you expect to accomplish by
this worke." "Rather of a long story™ I remarked,"but I will
tell you some of 1f."

"Phe Boys' Corn Club work was arg&hisaﬁ.undﬁr the United
Steates Department of Agriculture %o éaable the common school
tsacher to teach roal sgriculture.”

"Gan't real sgriculture be taught in the schools by the
use of good text books?" hesitatingly esked the toacher.

"o, not real agricultures Good text books give a great
meny velusble suggestions aboub ggriculture but the resl soience :



can only be learned by practice upon the farme The lawe in a
number of 3outhern Stetes required that egriculture should be
taight in the common schools, but compliense with the law was
mainly zero. The difficulty was increased from the fect thet
nearly three-fourths of the rural teachers were VOmer s The
aiffioulty was met by organizing the Boys' Corn Clubs. The
Countyiﬁﬁpsrintanﬁent'nf'Public Instruction and the rurel tcach-
ers select the boys and organize the clubs. The Parmers’ Co-
operative Demonstration Jiork of the United States Deperiment of
Agriculture furnishes the plan &hd the instructions; the tcacher
gees that each hoy thoroughly'ﬁn&aratanas them, and the County
Parm Demonstration Agents asaicst in supervieion of the field
work. Hach boy takes one acre upon his father's farm an&_waiks
it under the instruoctieons and at the end of the season he.ﬁnst
furnish a-complete account of each field operation and ite cost,
for the prize is for the largest yileld at the lowest cost per
bushel. The bankers and merchants Furnish the prizem,. There
is also a specisl honor prize. The boy who wins im his County
ig swarded a diploma by the Governor of the State. The boy who
gtends highest in the State is given & free trip to Washington
and is awarded a diplome by the Seeretary of Agriculture of the

‘Hnita& States.

#The Baye' Corn Clubs have accomplished more then was
deencd possible. They have taught the boys how to study agri-
culture snd how to apply written instructions to the farm; they |

o
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have given the boys & new and larger view oI the possibilities
ef the soll and they are filled with ap ambition to become great
farmers because they have achieved something of note and they
see & great future in the vocation. The boy in the olub has
learned one thing well and he will_§trive for the reste

"Thore is more in this Boys' Gﬁ&n Club Work than merely
learning how to produce a good crop of corn; it has suddenly
transformed boys into meén and in some cases into herces. It
has also been a most potent inetumentality in influencing
their fathers to adopt better methods. There are some Iarmers
who will not accept a modern system of farminge They persict
in using implements and methods antiquated & thousand years
ago. But when their boys make 8 groat corn orop and bring home
the'prizes. they mellow end "come across.”

The boys have asolved the problem of cheaper frood for the
pagses: more corn and how to reise it. ¥ine Southerﬁ States,~
Virginia, Neorth Oarolina, South Carolina, Georgila, Alabema,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas, preduced in 1910
over 158,000,000 bushels more corn than in 1909. To 46,225
boys in c¢lubs, studying and making corn is due a large nmcasure
of oredit for the achievement. :

The Boys' Corn work for 1910 us showing seme wonderful
yieldss In one club of 48 bvoys in issisaippl the average
wes 92 bushels per ascre. Ninetcen boys in South Carolina re-
ceived certificates from the Govermment for gre ¢t gields. lany

boys in the different States produced over 150 bushels per aore

-



=

i e g

and a fow went beyond 200 bushels to the aere. dorry H. Moore, -
of-®lorence, South Carolina, 15 yeers of age, soﬁ‘of & country
Methodist preacher, holds the record for the highest yield
for the year, 228-3/4 bushels, weighod and messured by three
rea?aﬁsible men.

;ﬁhere teachers did not organize a club, in some casos
the field agents of the Farmers' Demonstration Work orgenized
thems James H. Kelly, of Aleolu, South Carolina, formed a
elub and in his finel report gave the following instance:

"One boy in our club was veﬁy anxious to work an acre in
corn. His father gave him one on condition that he dig out
the pine stumps and pay all expenses. After the boy had
gotten our nearly all the stumps in the field, the father took
that acre and gave Him another, upon the came condition. The
boy went To work, clesned this new field aond plowed 4%« Then 1
sdvised him to plow it agein. Vhen the boy wented some ferti-
lizer his father rofused to permit him to buy $il1 I went se-
curity and promised to make good all losses, if any. The boy's
corn wes measurcd this week and made 84 bushels to the acre.
His father's corm, on three sides of the boy's, mede 9 bushels

per acre. ihen the corn was wéighoﬁ and the father's went to

"the pigs and the son's so0ld for sced corm at $2.00 per bushel,

the fether changed front. It wes rich to hesr him talk about

his son's crop. He said if he had Imown how %o make corn

twenty years before he would had had decent clothes now and
il
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be rated as somebody."
"Tn Qlarendon County, South Carclina, there were 142 memberé

of the Boys' Corn Club and the average of sll was 62 buchels

_per seres. One little girl, fourteen years old, Hammah Plowden,

of Memning, South Carolina, wanted to Join fhs ¢lube. &he made
120 buskhels aga was lionised by her neighbors. Among other
henors thoe County sent her to the great corn oxhibit ot
Columbia, Sonth Csrolins. While there a-atalwarf Senator was
introduced o her and remskred that he felt like hugging any
girl thet soﬁld accomplish oo ﬁnch, and banteringly said "I
know & dozen boys in my county who went to marry you." The
girl rapliaﬁ'“Theré are a hundred boys waiting down in Sumter
County." | i 4

At Rogers, Arkansas, Eerl Hopping, a boy 18 yeers old,
joined the Boys' Corn Clud but his father was unable to furnish
him 2 horse or rmle to work his acre and he broke a goat to

hernese end 4id all the work with it. Note the detormined

- 1leok of the boy, in which the goat shares. Also observe the

plow adjusted to the goat and the cart fai hauling fertilizers.
I poused B moment in my repld outline of the Boys' forn
0lub work and the tescher remarked: "How imteresting! I should
1ike to learn the yield of corn per sere of some of the boys.”
"I will give you the names of the winmners of the Iirst
prize in coch Stete"” I replied.






"You will note that the extraordinary yield of Jerry
Moore vias secured at a greatly incrcased cost per bushel.
This follows past experience that excessive yields are not
80 profitable as medium yields. Irobably 100 fto 125 bushels
tc the scre would, on an average, yield a largmr net income .
than two hundred bushels or over. The product of Archie Odom,
177+5/4 bushels at 25 cents per bushel is reslly more of en
achievement than that of Jerryrﬂéére, 228-3/4 at 45 cents.

"You observe that the yield on the boys' fields ieg far
in excecs of the men's deémomstration forms. The reason is
that the voys follow instructionauglosely; the men think they
¥now how to make & corn crop'and.t&ey are guided largely by a
personal experience of little values

"Dhe crop of corm produced in a State has been affected

more roadily by the work with the boys than with the nens  ¥hen

the boy wins, the father, mother, sisters and neighbors soon
Inow it and Bncema aoncerts.

"It is 8 wonderful work. The magnitude of it is scearcely
eonceivable." ex:laimed Dboth visitors.

"Does the Department of Agrioulture do all this for the
people, without aid®™ was the na#t question.

"By no means". I repliecd. "In Virginis, CGovernor lann
aﬁﬂ State Superintendent of Publiec Instruetion Eggleston are
moat influentisl supporters , and the State Government is beck
of the Boys' corn movement. In North Caroline end Georgia the
State Ggalhéea of Agriculture are cooperating finanoially and

-
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influeneially; in South Cerolina the 8tate Commissionor of

Agriculture is a most e¢f{ficient supportor ané that State di-

reotly gives edid; in Alebama, Miseissippl, Loudsiena and
Arkensan the Stete Colleges of Agrioulture, the State Conme
misaionazs of Agriculture and the Superintendents of Publie
Instruction are cfficlent cooverators. In Oklﬁhoma.ana'
Texes the sgents of the Fermera' Cooperative Demonetration
Work organize the Clubs." |

"It munt cost a larpe pum of money.«" remarked the
teacher.

"ot &z much as you would suppose. The Genmeral Bdugotion
Board of New York contributes liberally: Btatas,_cnnntiea. cor=-
porations and individuals lend financial aid and have Trodueed
the exponses to-30 cemts for each boy's farm worked under dem-
onetration,® ;

“@hﬁnﬂéeib story gounds like a fairy tale;"said the tonch-
ers "Are you sure it's real?"

"It is intemmely real to the boy who toils under & sultry
sun six days in the week to work his aere and in silent solici-
tude wetcheo its growing on Sundey; it is & welocome conclusion
to the doubting father; 1t is the fruition of a dream to the
£ond mother; it is simply a novel to such a&as hear the tale but
never paw the boy."

As T vowed the ladices from my 0£f{ice they remerked:

"This 48 one of the storiecs of real 1life which comes to us
e¢lad in fiotion; but it is intercubtings Thank you for the
plesgent and instructive hours"

oL - o
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YISID OF %ﬂEwQQRﬁJFiQB BOYS IN Wi~EINGION. «w
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The vis1t to Waehington this week of the prize winning
boye feom elsven Southern SPAwe, e the erowning event of the
yesr's work of 46,225 boys. These baya sre members of the Gorn
Ciubs under the Fermers' Cooperative Lemonstration Work of the
United Btetes Department of Agriculfure. .

About & year ego, sll of the members of the Corn Clubs agreed
to work ome scre of corn in sccordence with the imstructions of
the Department. Merchants, bankers, and other publiec spirited
citizens offered more than {40,000 worth of prizes, consisting of
éaeh, fafm implements, trips, poinmes, pigs, bicyeles, watches,
and meny other things calculated Yo glodden the adelescent heart.
Government agents, public sehool officers and teachers Goopersted

in the orgsmization and instrmetien of clubsg in nearly 600 counties.

The names and addresses of the merbers of the elubs were filed

. with the United States Department of Agriculture. ~ Cireulars of

instructiony prey&r&ﬁ by Dr. 8. A. Enupp, in charpge of the Demon-
gtration Work, were msiled to sll of the boys at vaxious timee
during the Jyear, When the boys studied seed selectien, the whole
county got inﬁéreﬁ&eﬁ. When they took up the preparation of ﬁhe
goil, there was & general movement for better prepsration. The
prize winners now in Washington plowed their aer:s from 8 to 16
inches deep and thoroughly puiverized their seed beds. When the
subject atﬂfefﬁil;zaticn came up, the genoral knowledge sbout

aitrogen, potash, snd phosphorus was increased, leaves and wood

nould were sought to inerease humus, and stable and poultry houses
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wWere oleaned out for the bemefit of the prize acre. Shallow snd
frequent cultivation was kept up during the spring end summer, be=
sause the beys had lesrned that the roots of the corn must not be
hrﬁk&n; and that the corn mnst-hava a good &&s%‘muleh in order to
conserve moisture.

: According to the regulictions meking swerd@s of prizes, the
following points were considered; yield, cost per bushel, best ten
earg snd written history of cropy Hot =211 of the boys who won
prizes made ﬁﬁe largest yiélﬁs in fheir states. The economiesal
gide must be considered. The frrming must be vrofitable. A record

must be kept and = good exhibit made ot the County Corn Show or

BPair,.

A yesr ago, Becretary Wilson gave diplomaes of merit to four
boys who came to Washington. At that time there were 12,000 members
of the elubg. Thisg yesr business erganizatians and individusl
eitizens gave prize trips in eleven Southern States. Governors znd
Superintendents of Bducstion are slso giving diplomas of honor to

21l boys who produced 75 hushels per aere, at = reasonsble cost.
5 =

It is & commen oecurrence for 500 to 1000 people to witness the

awards of 15 or 20 certificates at a county seat. In one Mississippi
county 48 boys averaged iﬁ bushels per =zeres In one South Carolins
county 20 boys produeed 1700 bushels of eorn on 20 seres. In snother
county in the same state 142 boys aversged 62 bushels psr sgre. l

This werk is heving much to do with the imoreased averages of
the Southern States in corn production. It will have something to
do with reducing the cost of living also.



The following are the names snd addresses of the winners of

the trip to the Capital of their Country, =nd also the yields of
their respective seres snd the cost per bushel:

ﬁéma. Address. Ho.Bu. Cost.
Hughey A. Harden, Banks, Alabsma. 120 g2¢d
Irs Smith, Silver, Arkansas. 119 8¢
Joseph Stone, Center, Georgia. 102-5/8 20¢
Stephen G. Hemry, Melrose, houisisns. 139-8/10 13.64
Wm. Williems, Teestur, Mississippi.  146-4/7 18¢
W, Ernest Staornes, Hickory, N. C. 146-2/7 38¢
Floyd Gayer, Tighominge, Oklahoms. 95-1/12 8¢
Jerry H. Moore, Winons, S. Cs 228-3/4 43¢
Hormen Smith, Covingten, Temn. 126-1/2 3¢
Wm. Rodger Smith, Karnes Oity, Texas. 83-1/9 15-2/3¢
Maurice Olgers, Sutherlsnd, Virginia, 168 40¢

. In addition & second prize wee given from South Csreolina, and
one from the 8ixth Alabama Congressionsl District. These were won by,
Archie Odom, Bennettsville, 8. C. 177-3/4 28¢
John Willisms, Pusealoosa, Alsbama. 83-3/4 49¢

becretary Wilson WQll award diplomas of merit, the distinguished
visitors will be prescnted %o the President, and then Prof. 0. B.
Martin, ABsistant to Dr. S. A. Knapp in the Demonsiration Work, and
in charge of the Boys, will show them the c¢ifty. They will viasit
Congress, Mt. Vernon, the various Department, the Zoo, the Library,
and other attrsetions. When they return to their howes they will have
a%m!thing to ftell to their families and friends.
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On the morning of August 18, 1908 I took en early train
from Grend Junction, Tennessee to Durant, Mississippl and
wae helf dozing in my seat when 1 heaid & ¢cletr, cherry
voice ealling,” How do you do Dr. Enapp? I looked up end
gaw & cleen cut nicely hebited young men with outstretched
hend. "I am Thomag A EZarly of Yalohushe County, the one
who hes been conducting the Boys' Corn Demonstretion Work
for you." This arousged me. I had bggn enxious to meet Mr.
Farly because of the energy, tect aﬁé breadth of purpose
with which he had orgenized 250 school boy; in Yelobusha
County, to work haelf scre demonstration plats on their
fether's ferms under my instructions. A grip next to me
was removed and I esked him té teke & geat. " 1 am on nmy
wely to Texington, Holmes County, Missiseippi to ettend &
Parmers' Comgress. Prof. W. H., Smith hes been doing for
the school boye of Holmes County what you have done in
Yalobushe and 1 pramisgd to attend this meeting of f&rmers
end the school boys with out Agents.”  GThis is most
fortunate, "he repliedt" 1 em on my wey to the same meeting
and exvected to see you there, but I recognized you by
your photograph as soon s 1 entered thie cer. We had &
"pound up” of our boys work at Coffeeville, in Yalobusha

sbout three weeks since - It was great. [Ihe boys were there

 §réud ag Turks, with specimen stelke of their corn end cottong
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Their mothers end sisters came in their best Sunday clothes,
and looked es if they easch expected & gold medal, and the
fathers drove their hest teams and were all hend ready to
beck up Jim, Jack or John as the amertest boy in the whole
county, '

It was & two deys meeting end I wee afraid we shounld

leck epeskers, but State igent, H. E. Sevely and Prof. Smith

were there and made some Very interesting end preetical
addresses to the boys end then telking was easy after the
meeting was well started, and everybody got en%&ﬁﬁ%&g %re
meeting did 1ts own telking; no trained speakers neeesaary,
eny little old "Hill Billy" fermer could get up and telk like
Demogthenes+ It reminded me of & cemp-meeting, The problem
was not who ghould ftalk but how to shut them off. They ell
wanted to be on the floor st once end tell their ezperience,
and it was all about farming and what the boys hed done.
Finelly 1 celled to order and said, "It is time to give the
boys & chance” and they were encoursged to explein what they
had done end give the reasons. The intelligent esnswers the
boys gave in thet hour would heve made B pretty good text-

book omn elementary agriculture - better then some that have

been publisched. 3J } 3 ?\ 'f? P T = v

; aveﬁage.fbr the State wes only 14, was called out - "Richard,” 2

seid Mr, Sevely, "Heve you followed the Government plen in

> EA b= rx_-;
f The boy thet made 120 bushels of eo%n per acre whén the |
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meking your corn? Richerd, "Yes sir.s "Did any one oppose
your plan? Richard - “ﬁot exactly, Ded thought 1 spent

too much time prepsring the land for plenting, and he thought
the seed corn furniched wes not guite &s good as his own,

end when it ceme to cultivation he said thet my working

wee too shallow end too - ocftens 1 told him I had signed a
contract to dc just as the Government said and I must live

up to my egreement." Frof. Barly "ihat is fine -~ Now,Richard;
you have made & succese can you tell us what you think were
the principel csuses.™ Richard. "That deep bresking did

e lot of good, my corn did not dry up like some. It grew
every day. Then I worked the lend before planting till it

was fine as & gerdens There is & heap in that. I had &

good seed end I plented shellow. After it was up I worked
it for &ll that wee out, you bet. I was up and et it by sun
rise end fundasys I just went out to see it grow. ILed says

I got the best piece of corn in the County, snd he owned up

tc the neighbors that he was licked-~ He wouldn't sey nothin

. to me about it.

Prof. Barly, " Now for questions, I see helf & dozen

hendg up- What is it Tommy Jones? Tommy Jones- "He did

'ng; ggg:aagthing ebout specing hie rows nor the corn in the

rows, I shoudd like to know sbout that."” Prof, Herly, Jemes
Weison whet is your question? "I went to know what per

cent of nitrogen there wee in the fertilizer he used and



-5

how much he applied to the acre.” ind thus the questions
flew and the snswers were promptly returned till the hour
expired. Just before the close of tﬁe meeting, & tell, engular
grey haired veteran arose and reaching out his hand for
silence seid - The bitle gsys, "out of the mouths of habes
and sueklings thﬁu hast found strength." I never thought
before thet it referred to ferming but I have heard more
good sense about cotton &nd corn telked by these bhoys to-day
then I ever heard before In any agricultural meeting in ny
life. Brother farmers; we have got to get & move on ourseilves
or we shall soon be hack mumberss Formerly when anyone
told us ebout some new way of ferming, we Jusﬁxaé}led it
"Book farmirg" and that was enough to besat aﬁ;thiﬁg. ithere
is no use in iloﬁting}this Boys Demonstration Work for the
boy will pull you in‘ta\ the field and ssy "Dad_“ there are the
cotton and corn to prove I em right." A men ie pretty low
down to deny that & plen ies right when it has been worked out
on his farm under his own eyes, and he is cerrying the answer
in cold cesh arouné in his pocket-book.," At the conclusion
of Prof. Eerly's statement I seid to him, "Thet is & wonderful
story you have just relsted.”

on my errivel et Lexington, I was greeted by some of
tﬁb niaaiasippi Cepteineg of our Cooperstive Pemonstreition Vork,
ell of them men of which we sre very proud. H. E. Sevely,

.R"Q’-uso wilson, B: D. Tat@. B. L. MOBB. Ay L. Mﬁ'h&rs, J. W. Wit 1ds
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and- W, D. Clayton. All but one greduates of the
Agriculturel and Mechanieal College of Mississippi,
under that able President, J. C. Herdy. Most of them
cemcelled their monthly bills while in college by a
dr;ft on the bank of daily toil, demonstraeting problems
on the soil and their vigorous menhood showed it.

The efternoon sesgicn in the Courthouse dissipated
eny fears I had entertained &s to the wisdom of calling
a four days meeting in & comparetively small plece to
discuss sgriculture. The stege bsck of us end in front
was covered with & greet variety of products of garden
and field, all excellent of their kind, and the seetls |
of the large suditorium were filled with the finegt semvles
of that snperlati;e product of the farmers, men, women &nd
children. Besides the farmers and their femilies there
were the common echool teachers of the County and prominent

business men of the town ~ all eager listeners, Prof. Smith

called to order in a few eppropriete worde &nd asked State

Agent, H. E. Saveiy to teke the cheir. WMr. Savely briefiy
outlined the objects of the meetings He then called
upon J. W. Hemilton of Houlke, to explein how to duild
up worn out ferme &nd meke them pey. Hemilton wes ap-

- poduted en igent of the Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration

asew Cotinty,-on the recommendation of the

prominent farmers and businese men of that seetion and

\ s’



the indorsement of Congresemen Cendler, but meinly because
of his echievment., He hed teken & farm so worn out es

to be unprofiteble end brought it to & high state of
fertility, meking it & profitable investment from the
first. He.had position end influence as & farmer -
Hamilton told his story.iﬁ:& megterful wey, clear, simple,
cénciee and forceful. No treined spesker could ha#e

told it tetter -~ Quegtions in guartettes were put to him
from every pert of the reom and were snswered &g promptly
and when he set down 211 felt they had lesrned something.

#. B. ILundy, of Lexington followed maeking & very
eleer stotement of whet the farmer must do to secure the
best seed corm By selection. ILundy resides neer Lexington,
is oﬂe‘of the most intelligent end progressive farmers of
Holmeg County and has charge of the Permers' Cooperatiye
Demonstration Work in the County where he resides.

R, S, Wileon of Columbus followed with one of his
‘exeellent talks-eﬁ the selection end care of cotton seed.
it ie elways & delight to listen to Nr, Wileon - He is
large mentelly and vhysicelly end what he says is in
vroportion.

_ H. D. Tete made & moet interesting statement about

m”%iation Work with the Boye Clubs, orgenized by the

“County School Superintendents and wae followed by B. L, loss,

of Jackson with & verg instructive talk on commercisl fer~
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tilisers, their uses and their yalue, and the cession
closed with & telk by 0. L. Kennedy of Lee County, on
how to meke cotton without the use of & hoe., Kennedy

is hnique. Ee poscesses genius and carries it in en

. original psckage. When Stete Agent Sevely end District

Agent lete were looking for am Lgent to esteblish the
Demonstretion Work in Lee County, everyone seid 0. L.
Kennedy is your mens They visited hie home - The
delightful grounds, the neet, comfortable house and
the fertile, well tilled farm proves the statements

Mr. Cheirmen, said Kenvedy, 1 used 1o think there
was no wey to meke cotton without using the hee end I
generally chopped my cotton twice and hoed it three
times. ~Thig was & pretty costly wey tc meke cotton and
I asked District Agent Tate if there were not some plen
that wauld maka &-good crop at less cost. He toléd me
to space my cotton seed in the row &t plenting so es to
evoid chepping &nd to use the spike herrow for the first
tillege of the cotton instced of the hoe. I tried it
this year énd it worked to perfections I heve thg teet
field of cotton on my ferm I ever reised and I have not

useﬂ the hoe on it. This plan reduces the cost of

zljhm@%@ like tt; it does the Job - l have ma&e

eo%ﬁyn,fram my boyhood end I did not believe any Gofarnman},
Agent Bﬂalﬁ tell me any$hing about meking cotton, but I
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g;'*hink the geme. 1t 1is the first time 1ﬁ the history of
 this country that & Government Agent has travelled the hy:

=D

{

%ave lesrned more sbout the cotton vient, how to menege it
fte.ggt the largest crop end how to meintain the fertility

of the goil than I learned before in §11 my life. Ny people

roeds of my County to offer help to the smell farmer, on
hieg lonely farm, who finde his lozd too heavy.

Wilson:= "Probebly ¥r. Kemmedy in hie travels did not
meet with the seme reception given me on one occasion when
I wes in charge of Congressman Hebson's Iistriect. ily loecal
agent took me to a farm house where éé@exal neighbors haed
essembled and introduced me as & Gove%nment Agent. 1 noticed

they scted rether cool- did not even offer & hend end pretty |

_soon they_all'ﬁﬁéppaé cut end mede for the woods -~ My 4pent

rushe&lafﬁer'theﬁgigﬁiiing loudly "Come beck: comé beck:
This m&h*iﬁlnq revenue officer. He is just & fermer,”
"Graﬁually.%hég returned & little sgemefaced and we telked
Demonstration Work to them."

After thie sesgion closed I ceked Mr, Taté to give me
& full account of how he ceme to seenre such an Agent as
0. L. Kennedy. He replied that he end Mr, Savely were hunfing

‘good men for County Lgente. At Tupelo, every inguiry.of

Permers of business men wes snswered by seying " 0. L. Kennedy

18 your men"- He is & good farmer, represented the County

iﬁ tng.State Legi: lature twenty-two years and he is a =
n&é&rwl legder,” We visi@gaakfﬁ-ﬁome - & neat, peinted 7
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'inaﬁe, in the midst of & large end well kept grove of osks
5 : _ v

/8 weill t11led ferm; in the house we sat down to & dinner that

:1was a dinner - no opology- &ll products of the farm. Thie

 settled it. ‘fter dinmner we told Mr. Fennedy whet we wanted

and urged him to sccept the position. He replied, "Gentlemen!
It 1s & greet work and I allow %t ought to be done but I am
not the men for it." However, after much persuesion he con=-

gsented and he hes more than met our expectations., He does

* his full duty end heaps up the messure. He is eg full of old

fashloned good sense sg an‘agg is of mezt. Hsmilt@ﬁﬁﬁéﬂ
ALundy are of the seme type &né were secured in a sinmilar wey."”

"Heve a8ll our. égents in Mississippi proven eguelly good
‘in your Julgmenti ® I dncuired ® - They are £ll very euperior
men for the work seild Sevely. " Idoubt if & better body of
men could he secured in eny Stete.” " It is evident." I
remarked, that not &ll the great men have been sent to Congress.
There are plenty Qf.m@m‘on the ferms who are nstursl leedprs
and have the abiii%& to go to the fromt if the door of op-
portunity is or-ned to them."

"By the way," seid Cavely, "Lundy wants all our Agents
1o dine with him st his home tosmorrow,

Tha_ﬁﬂxﬁ morning at leeture hour the suéience roon
was well filled with teschers and citizems. My topic was,
“Hcﬁ tﬁémt@&ﬂh@r of a rurel school can be & strong factor in

thé;nglig#‘@f country 113&;”'_',$ﬁﬂ§ followed short specches
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by the teschers. In which they showed appreciation

#nd ability. The meeting won increasing interest snd
power for good. 4s soon & & session closed little groups
gathered to diseuse the topics that hed been under consideration '
end everyone wanted to talk &t once. The colored teachers
of the County were holding an Institute a few blocks awey
and essked for epeskers~ Our young men volunteered to keep

them supplied and 8id So %o their entire satisfaction.
DINEER AT LUBPY'S,

“ome one ook me by the arm and called out?sll ready
for Iundy's,” &né two coech loads of men left ﬁhe hotel
with empty stam&ah&i but full enticipstions for Lundy's
home is noted for ite rurel hospitelities. The house, the
ferm end ell equipments are up to dete.

A cordisl greeting by Mr. esmd Hrs. Lundy snd we were
conducted to'the éinning room. fThe meel waes & benquet with
& wonderful variety of.averytging thet could tenmpt the
epretite end o¢limb top of gooé resolntioﬁ&, and all pro~,k
duced tipon hif ferm, from the beef, hem, pork, sausege and
| f&i@ﬂ‘ahieken to the cenned fruits, Jellice, wines &nd soups.
 ?er many years &t every meeting I have urged farmers to

L

 £&1§@ their home supplies, but in future I shall sey, ;Be; ;ﬁ

at raisa guite 80 meny as Lun&y, unless you intend to invit¢

ynur Eﬁﬁﬁie& to ainner uith 30&#” :/ \



Other meetings followed and the interest increased.
At the close & number proposed that we heold an sgriculturel
cemp-meeting on work every yeer in Hiesiseiopi. ;
The public meetings were only.a pert of each dey's

work. Every moment between the public seésions was occupied
listening to farmers in regerd to their crope or Agents about
their work. On one of these occasions I ssid to the Agents,
"I em especielly interested in the produetion of cotton and
corn, in the field meetinge, the gerdens, the success of the
ferm cenning outfit end Jjust how you visit a demorstration
ferm end inspect it. We have full reports on the ectton
¢nd corn, tell anything thet will throw side lighte on the
others. Of gourse, you follow instructions end after you
notify & dsmanstra#ar thaet you will vigit him on such & date;
you write to twenty or thirty neighboring farmers to meet your
there. £ifter you errive what occurs? WVilsen:= The demon-
stretor generally takee us to hie field snd we compare his
plot worked upon the demonstrastion plan with other fields,
tilled in the usuel way- He ie¢ then ssked to explein how he
prepered the lend, how he plented the seed snd how he has
- worked hig crop; then ¢uestions are asked. The crop shows
for iﬁaa&f end s & rule everyone is surprised at the ex-
treme simplicity of the process by which such mervelous Te«
sulte heve been obtained and generslly some one breaks out

1n“£ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ§; “Dave%'?ﬁg bave got & good crop, how much'
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cotton do you think you will get to the seret Deve:- I can't
say; most fermers think 1t will squeezé elose to 1-& beles.

1 hed 1/3 of e bele on this lend leet yeer. Another excleims,
"Dage! Your mighty proud of thet cotton. You muet have

slegf with it them coléd nighte in the spring, when the forst

wae round." Two or fthree at omce. "Dave! what will you

take for some of that geed this fall? Be sure and se&ve me gsome,"

Thug the seed is promised the neighbors end the work expands.
At the close of & field meeting I generally telk & few minutes
about the cooperetive plan end how to meke & crcp of cotton
or corn three or four times es large & hﬁ&ﬁl. Te then take
2 photograrh of the group &nd go to the house where we ere
generally refreshed with water-melons or peaches,"

I then turned to E. D. Tate emd seid, Mr. Tete, you have
had some experience with field meeting, give me some in-
stences. Tete:i- "About the 17th of July leet, Mr. Sevely
end I went to New Albeny, with the intention of visiting
the demonstration farm of D. 4. Hollend, two milee south of
thet town. At New Albany guite & number of business men
end farmers Jjoined us. Among them I reecall Mr. Wylie Eobbins
enid Robert Tobbins - &lso Messrs. Owens end Wilson, editors
of the two lesding papers of Union Courty. Mr. Hollend lives
in & naat'eottage; well peinted; all ferm Buildings &nd

-feneeimin excellent repair. His moﬂel gerden, orchard end

vinéya@d ﬁ%re objeccts of specisl-attention. The ferm is a
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stiff raa-alﬁy soil, slightly rolling; has been in cultivation

seventy-five years and wes considered worn out and unfit for

. cotton &t the time of his purchase, & few years €ince. At the

demongtretion plot everyone exprecsed surprise at the excellent
condition of the'crop. . _

Rditor Owens! "Nr. Holl&na" How much cotton do ybu expect
to get per ecre on thig piece of lend? Mr. Hollend! "With &
favoreble fell I think i sh&ll meke two beles per acre. Three ~
yearg ego this land produced less then half & bale and 1 counted
'Qwself & good fermer." Owens.: "Iwish you would teli me Just
how this result hes been brought sbout.," Hollend! "In the

first vlece thie land had not been broken more then twe inches

déep before 1 bought the place. Since then 1 heve bﬁean;tf
gradually deeper, but for this crop I broke four inches 248p-in
the fell end subsoiled four inches more, hmeking eight inches

in 8ll. Them in the spring I worked the lsnd till it wee Just

~like & gerden. I used the best seed, no week, gin run variety,

I gave the plente more spece end worked the erope twice as fre-
cuently ass usuel and at Teest two weeke léter in the season. Iwo
workings sfter most people ley by the erop will frecuently edd & |
cuarter of & bale to the yield." All pregsent expressed satisfaction
end a number relested their experience with the démonstratioﬁ plen

end illustrated its advanteges.”
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During one of these free for all conversstions, the
gubject of ferm gardens wes mentioned by Agent Hoss, and he
expressed surprise &t the unsnimity with whieh the demonstra-
tion farmers complied with our recuest to raise their food
pupplies upon their farms and stop buying eny the farm can
produce. “"Fermers used to reige cotton and buy food, clothing§
and everything with the proceeds of thr crop.”™ ssid Moss.

"It is not so now? winfer e&nd summer gardens are common, people
live better and pey out iese momey," "Live better I should sey,"™
remarked Savely. "When I wes & boy on the farm im Horth
Hiseissippi, we did not hasve any grest varietyes Te had potetoes,
green corn, beans, tomatoes, pesches end spples in their sesson,
but the seasons were nighty short I used to think an¢ then we
waited till the-next year. Now farmers have nearly every
variety of fruits end vegetsbles that cen be produced in this
elimate amé they heve them every day of the year.

"How ig that, Sevely? inguired Olasyton. Eavely} "In the
0ld times we had too much,in the sesson we gould use & little
end the rest rotted on the g%ound; We use to fetten hogs on
fine peesches anéd then buy cénned'peaahes or go without till
the next crop. How our demonstrators &re using these little
ferm cenning outfits end seving whet formerly went to waste.
%ﬁ&% tricke those ferm cenning ecuipments. Farmers now can
pweet pototoes, pesas, be&ns; strevherries, devberries, black-
berriesi veaches, peesrs, grepes, figs, epples, etc.,and they

huve & surplus when they go to town they sell some instead of
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buyings 1 tell you, gentiemen‘ & routhern fermer cen livé
like & Fing with plenty of fresh vepetables the yeer around
in hig garden, e few barrels of co%n syrup in his etoreroom,
made on the farm, plenty of milk, ergs and fried cﬁicken;"

Wilson interposed, "Sevely stop right there. It mskes
me hunery, leté,go to éinner; it will kiné of esse our minds
if it is & hotel fare ené meke us believe we heve hed some-
thing to eat.”

The meeting wes closed and we were weiting for conveyence

~to the station; Eennedy ceme eround for & last shake of the

hend. Ko use in sny one going to.a fermere meeting in

Miseiseippl unless he has a right %%il seasoned to the grip,

 better prectice hefore he goes. Well 1 saw Kennedy poiﬁiing

towerde me. 1 knew what to expect. He wanted to shake hands

three times & ¢ay regulerly end twice between times, just es
& reminder. Eﬁ got holé of my hend , &s he shook he seid.

"Doetor 1 want tp thank you for sll your lectures hut there

wes ome thet stieke to me closer then the regt, thet one sdbout

the dignity of farm 1ife and how honorable it ie to be an
Americen fermer. You ssid he wee & Xings I alweys knew it,

I felt-that way but I could not tell 4t. I een now. I em
geimg home &nd tell my people thet Ir. Knapp eaid we were Kingq
anﬁ that they mast hold up their heads &né set like Zinges That

1& it, we are Kings, Don't forget us, come agein a&s soon &8

~you o&ﬁ.”-'gs I left that town I could not sheke off the ile
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