The GREAT ANT-EATER®, the
MIDDLE ANT-EATER +, and
the LEAST ANT-EATER f.

]V Souh America, there are three animal,
with a long muzzle, a narrow mouth, with=
out any teeth, and a long round tongue, that

they

cater has a long flender nofe, fmall Black
eges, Thore round.cars, 3 flender tongae, two feet and a half
ling, which Tes doabl in-the mouh flender legs, four toes
on the fore-fect and five on the hind. The tio. mxdllc elaws
o the fore-feet are very. large, frong, and hooked. The
hair on the upper part of the body is half a foot e
mixed with gray. From the neck cros he foulders to s
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fore legs are whi
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they thrult into the ant nefls, and retragt i
when covered with thefe infects, which conflic
tute their principal food. The firft of thefs
ant-caters is called by the Brafilians famandige

Guacn,

g fender noke, bendin
eyc, and nall prighy
e tound, with fo
n the bind-fet, The hui iy g

midde of
On cach ot

‘Tamandua<i 3 ‘b

appellent Okariricsasi.

Tamandia
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acu, Or great tamandua, to which the French
Suhabitants.of America have given the name of
tamanvir- Brom the end of the muzzle to the
origin of the tail,itis about four feet in length
‘The head is from fourteen to fifteen inches long,
and the tail about two feet and a half, covered:
with coarfe hair more than a foot in length.
The muzzle is immoderately long, the neck
fhort, the head narrow, the eyes fmall and black,
the ears roundifh, the tongue thin, more than
two feet long, and; when retracted, it folds up
in the mouth. The legs esceed not a foot in
Jength, thofe before being a little longer and
thinner than thofe behind. The feet are round.
The fore-feet have four claws; and the two
middlemoft are largeft. Thofe behind have five
claws. The colour of the hairs, both on the bo~
dy and tail, is a mixture of black and white.
"The hair on the tail isdifpofed in the form of
a plume, which the animal, when he wants to
fleep, or to defend’ himfelf from rains or the
heat of the fun, turns on his back, and it co-
vers his whole body. The: long: hairs of the

Tamandua minor favefc

2.163.
“Tamandua five Coats Ameri

it cauda vilofa;
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tail and body are not round through their whole
extent, but flat at the extremities, and feg]
dry to'the touch, like withered herbs. - When
ated, he gives a brifk agitation to, his

tail 3 but, when walking at eafe, he allows it b
trail and fiveep the ground over which he paff
The hairs on the anterior parts of his budy are
fhorter than thofe on the pofterior : The latter
are turned. backward, and the former forward,
‘The anterior parts are alfo whiter than the pofte-
rior.  There is a black ftripe upon the breaft
which firetches along the fides, and terminates
on the back near the thighs. The hind-legs are
nearly biack, “and thofe before almoft white,
with a large black fpot about the middle. The
great ant-cater runs fo fow, that a man can
eafily overtake him in the chace.  His fect feem
lefs fitted for running than for climbing, and
feizing cylindrical bodies ; for he takes fiuch a
foreible hold of a branch or a :ulL, that it is
impoffible to make h..u quit

The fecond of thefe animals, or the middle
ant-cater, is called (mv[vl}
ricans. He is much

only about ci

tremity of the muzzle to the or
His head is fix inches in length.
is long, and crooked downward
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height of the legs exceeds four inches ; and they
are of the fame form, and furnithed with the
fame number of claws, as the great ant-cater.
He climbs, and adheres firmly to the branches,
Jlike the former fpecies, and runs or walks equally
Neither can he: fhelter himfelf with his
; becaufe it is too fhort, and part of it is
When he fleeps, he conceals his head

upder bis neck and fore legs.
"The third_ fpecies is called by the natives of
Guiana ouati o diflinguifh it from
the two former, we have given it the appellation
of the lcaft ant-cater. It is much fmaller than
the middle kind ; for it exceeds not fix or feven
inches from the extremity of the muzzle to the
origin of the tail ; the head is two inches long,
and the muzzle is prnpm'iml:\”\' fhorter than
that of the middle ant-eater. which
curls downward at the

s feven inches in les
ity, where it is naked. ‘The tongue is

narrow, a little comprefled, and very long. Tt
has almoft no neck. The head is thick in pro-
portion to the body.  The eyes are placed low,
at no great diftance from the corners of the
mouth.  The ears are fmall, and
the hair. The fore legs are only thr
Jong, and their feet have but two clasws, the out=
moft of which is much thicker and longer than
the inmoft. There are four claws on the hind
feet. The hair on the body is about nine inches
long, foft, and of a brilliant colour, being a mix=
VOL. V. ¥ ture
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turé of red, with a bright yellow.  The feot are
not fitted for walking, but fo climbing, and lay.
ing hold of obje@ts. ~The animal mounts upon
trees, and fufpends himff on the branches by
the extremity of his tail.
OF this genus, we know only the three fpecies
feribed. M. Briffon mentions, from
Seba, a fourth fpecies, under the name of the
long-cared ant-cater. But this fpecies feems 1o
be extremely fufpicious; for, in Seba’s enume.
ration of the ant-eaters, he fays exprefly, ¢ We
¢ have, in our cabinet, /i Becies of antoeaters)
Hle deferibes, however, only fives and among
thefe five he places the. yfuicparl, or fiflng
weafel, an animal not only of a different fpecies,
but of a genus very remote from that of the ant.
eaters; fince it has teeth®, a flat fhort tongue,
I ¢ rupeds, and approaches
to the weafel kind. O thefe fix
fpecies, pretended to be preferved in the cabinet
, there remain only four; for the yfuie-
patl, which is the fifih, is by no means an ant-
cater, and he makes no mention of tie fixth, une
lefs the author intended to rank the fealy Izard
under this genus, which appears not from his
* Vapulait aliguando opiim
yigsicpal feu volpeeulam Moxsanam

Quif

bus propris,
tamanduam dixit;

pam omnino , canis feprentrionalis

dlla inferiore crafla et rotunda, bisis i

s dent a, cm tam fex.diverfis fpecichas
it profelus, quod om i Klein, de Quadvaps
#

deferiptions.
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defriptions.  The (ealy Tizard feeds upon ants;
he has a long muzzle, a narrow mouth, withe
autany apparent teeth, and a long, round tongue:
Thefe chara€ters are common (o the fealy lizard
and ant-caters. ~ But the former differs from all
other quadrupeds by the fingularity of havingits
body covered with large feales, inftead of hair.
Befdes, it s an animal peculiar o the warm
dimates of the OId Continent; while the ant-
aters, whofe bodics are covered with hair, are
found only in the fouthern regions of the New
World., There remains, therelore, but four
1[L:ic>, inftead of fix announced n\ Sebaj; nm!)
of thele four, only one is recognifable from his
defeiptions, which is our third or leaft ant-eater,
to whom Seba has given but one claw to each
fore foot *, inftead of two. The other three are
o ill deferibed, that it is impoffible to diftinguifh

liguor 4
fpiri of wine, or in the ligy
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their true fpecies. I thought it proper to trans
feribe thefe defcriptions entire, notonly to prove
what I have advanced, but to give an idea of
what credit is due to this writer,
he calls famandua  murmecophage

tom. . p. Go. tab. 37. fi

The animg]
' Amerigue,
y 37-/ig- 2. has no relation to
any of the three of which we are here treating,
Tobe convinced of this fadk, we have only to read
the author’s defeription . The fecond, which
he

animal s very

e, whichi have g
with hooked claws, the
middle toe. It is with thef

the anes sefis. T
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o mentions under the name of the famandua~

quacu of Brafl, or the bear which eats the ants *,

3.65. tab. 40. fig- 1. Thisis a vague and equi
vocal

s e mosth, are frit, rough, and famified with hair

e abong, or pendolous. - The :

ided oo § cd il o, cronked cavs.

e monkeys in fixing themelvs to the branches

The tels of the mal .

ot lage =

il which is
i, like

. 9. 6o. tab. ;v.‘r; 2.—From f
e learmed: To apply it 1o
i the |

e rcft of the body is covered vith
e a

ofefigure w
of the belly,
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vocal language. T agree, however, with Klejn %
and Linnaeus, that it may be the truc tamandua
guaca, or great ant-cater 3 but fo micrably de
feribed and reprefented, that Lin Fhas united,

. Both the fore avd Nid fot ae lrger than thofe defe
in fig. 2. of the preceding They ule for food nn-( =
ind:of ants.

er.His fore foot has nly
and hooked.  “The hind foot
The

e back, mixed with  f !

This fpecies has four paps, two
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nder one fpecies, Seba’s firftand fecond animals,
ey, that of tab- 37 fig. 2. and that of tab.
4o. fige 1. M. Briffon has confidered the laft as
A i@ fpecies ; but Lnow not whether the
 fabliting of this fpecies be better founded, than
the reproach he throws upon M. Klein for con-
founding it with that of the great ant-eater.
The only reproach which M. Klein feems to
“nerit is for adding, to a good defeription that he
Hao given of this animal, the falfe remarks of
Seba, In fine, the third of thele ani
hich we find a figure in Seba, tom. ii. p. 48.
b, 47 g 2. s 0 ill deferibed, that, notwiths
fanding my confidence in the judgment of M,
Linnzzus and Klein, this animal, from Seba's
foure and defcription, can never be referred to the
O wdia-i, or middle ant-eater. I would beg of
a fecond time,
und then form their judgment. Difcuffions of

tamandua
dhem to perufe the deferiptior

or the ant-sater deineated g

well with the

this.
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kind are always difagrecable; but they
often cannot be avoided in details of natural
hiftory. Before deferibing an objec, we maf
clar it, a5 far 25 poffible, from all obfeuriis,
and mark the numberlefs errors that obitru the
road to truth, at which it is often difficult to
arrive.

From this critical examination, one thing ap-
pears to be certain, that three fpecies of ant-
caters aQually exift; that thefe three are the
grear, the middle, and the leaft ant-eater, or the
tamanoir, the tamandua, and the fourmiller ; and
that the fourth fpecies, mentioned by M. Briffon,
under the name of the /ong-cared ant-cater, is

7 doubtful, as well as the other fpecies de-
feribed by Seba.  'We have feen the great and

the leaftant-cater; their fkins are in the royal

from Pifo and Marc-

ho ought to be con-
mal, becaufe all others

or middle
t-e

tional between
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bodics, fretch their muzzles towasds the hollows
dluwlvlmu. o trees, thruftin their long tongues,

quickly retraét them, in order to fivallow
mc ,,,w they have colle€ed.

- three animals, which are fo different in
fize and proportions of body, have many com=
mon qualities, both in their firu@ure and man-

They all feed upon ants, and plunge theie

into honey, and other liquid or vifcid

k up crums of bread,

morfels of fleth. They are eafily'tamed.
ubfift a lon;

; , though its tafle be
very difags ceable, i 1 by the favage
3 ater has the ap-
, fome tra-
bin the name of the Anerican
nt to defend him-
ed, he at firlt
the bear, annoys the
of s fore feet, which
He then lies down on
e four feet; in which
, and continues
Even when he
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Is his enemy, he quits him not for a long time
 better than moft

little fenfation, and his principle of life is very
tenacious.

caters are natives of the warm,

of America, as Brafil, Guiana, the coune

try oF the Amazories, e Nons of fheialath

to be found in Canada, or the northern regions

of the New World ore thould have no

exiftence in the Old Continent. Kolbe™ and

on thefe animals

feem to have cons

THE GREAT ANT-EATER, &c. 347

on his. telimony; for a man who faw, at the
Cape of Good Hope, clks and lynxes perfedlly
fimilar to thofe of Pruffia, might allo fee the ant=
caer in that climate.  The ant-caters are never
tioned by any author among the natural pro~
f Africa and Afia. But all the travel-
of the hiftor
particular notice of thele animsls
le P. &’ Abbeville T, Maff¢ §, Faber, | Nie-
remberg s M. de la Condamine §, agree
with Pifo,
patives of the v
smuft, therefore, conclude that Defmarchais and
Kolbe have been deceived, and that thefc ani-
‘mals exift not in the Old Continent.

§ UiP. P. L. EsMe B Nus

Tur GREAT ANT-EATER.

DR. Maudluit, alea xrnu‘ naturalift and phy fi-
» a a well preferved
which, though

i M. de 1z Cone

precifely
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y the fame fpecies with that formerly des

The diftance bes

tween the eye and the ear is likewife lefs, and the

On w fore feet there are four

oft being very large,

a wo outermoft very fmall.  The hind

feet have five black claws.  The muzzle, as

far as the cars, s mmdmxhnmnhmm.hmn

About the ears, the hair begins to grow longer;

upon the fides of £ the body, it is two inches and

a half in lengeh, and as har dto the touch as that

The colour of the hair isa

mixture of deep brown and a dirty white. This
animal is three feet eleven inches long.

M. de la Borde, King’s phyfician at Cayenne,
Tas communicated the following obfervations re-
garding this animal:

teater inbabits the woods of Guiana,

where there are two fpecics. The indivi-
duals of the largeft kind fometimes weigh
one hundred pounds.  They run more flowly
y than the hog. - They fwim acrofs

and, on thefe occafions, it is cafy

to knock them down with a ftick. In the
woods, they are fhot with mufkets. They are
not very common 3 and the dogs refufe to hunt
up with is claws

{is of the wood-lice, that are every where
found on the trees, which he climbs with

t is dangerous.to com
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« mal; for his claws infic the moft dreadful
« wounds. He defends himfelf with fucces
¢ aguinft the moft ferocious animals of this Con=
« tineat, as the jaguars, couguars, &e. whom he
« tears with his claws, the mufcles and tendons of
« which are very ftrong.  He kills many dogs;
¢ and therefore they refufe to hunt him.

¢ The great ant-eater is often feen in the large

ncultivated favannahs. Heis faid tofeed upon
¢ ants. In his Romach, which' is larger than
¢ that of a man; I found a valt number of wood-
¢ Jice, that had been recently fwallowed. . The
¢ firuure and dimenfions of histongue feem to
¢ indicatc, that e may likewwife feed upon ants.

The female brings forth but one young,
¢ holes of trees, the root; and, at this
¢ period, the is dan n. The
¢ flefh of this animal is caten by the common

« people of C: it i black, and has neither
« fat nor flavour.
¢ and his tongue i

fkin is thick and hard;
arly of the fame conical

ues M. de la
growth in lefs. r]nu

Iy by the noftrils. - At the
 joins the meck to the head, the wind-pipe is
¢ very large;
¢ forms a can h s continued, in the ho
¢ or trunk that ferves the animal for an upper

ily contralts, and

¢ jaw, to the noftrils. This horn is a foot in
¢ length,
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¢ length, being as Jong, at leaft, as the reft of the
¢ head. The wind-pipe has no opening into
¢ the mouth ; and yet the aperture of the noftrils
is fo fimall, as .m(m to ammm common quill.
and the animal fees

remely white.

rivers, he carries his long tail

d Olivier affure me, that the
means of his tongue
only, which is covered with a viftid humour, to

which the infedts adhere.  They add, that his

12 MippLe A

THE animal here reprefented, the fkin'of
which is well preferved in the royal cabinet, be-
Tongs to the fpecies of tamandua or- middl
eater. It differs from the famanoir, of great
ant-eater, not only i f in figure.
head i ¢ much thicker. H\L eye
el A
The ears are round, and fringed above wit

The body, from the tip of the nofe
on the top of

s

hite colour, is of an

cqual
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equal length. 'ﬂvc tail, which is only feven

inches and a half long, is wholly covered with
Jong yellow \mu, and variegated with bands or
ugs flightly tinged with bla
In all this defeription, there are only two
characers which accord not with that given of
the tamandua by Marcgrave. 1. The tail is all
garnifhed with hair; but that of Marcgrave was
naked at the extremity. 2. In our ta \.lmzdua,
there are five toes on the fore-feet ; in that of
Marcgrave there were only four.  But, as they
agree in cvery other article, we muft conclude
the animal, whofe figure is here reprefented, to
be a variety of _the tamandua, or middle 4t
ater, if nut‘ ccifely the fame fpeci
M. de la Borde feems to point out this animal
under the name of the little tamanoi
s he, ¢ whitifh hair, about two
and weighs above fixty pounds.
¢ It has no teeth; but its claws are very long.
¢ Like the former, it feeds during the night, and
¢ the female brings forth but one at a time, Its
¢ manners are alfo the fame, and it frequents the
ts fieth is very good; but itis
be met with than the great

xin

 large foref
¢ more rarely to
¢ tamanoir.”

1 with M. de la Borde had given a more par-
ticular account of this animal, that all uncer=
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Tur LEAST ANT-EATER.

WITH regard to this animal, M. dela Borde,
at the fame time, fent me the following remar

¢ Tt has bright reddifh hair, and fomewhat of

: It feeds upon ants, which

long worm-fhaped tongue. This

animal is ot larger than & fquirel. It moves

Like the floth, it

a5 o defire to

be carried in this man-

It has no cry.  We

by their claws. The females briz
Gne at a time in holes of trees, whi

with leaves. feed in the, nig
Their claws are :

clafp them fo clofe,

them. ~ They are not rare ; butit s difficult to

perce

M. Vofimaér k . very erroncous crifi-

ifm on what 1 have ncerning the leaft

nt-eater *.

« I muft remark,” fays he, ¢ ruqh s
the opinion of M. deBu

M. Tulbagh fent me an w.m

pore de terre, which is the

zus; fo that Defiar-

Grand Ecurcuil Volaat, p. 6.
¢ chais
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« chais and Kolbe were right in maintaining that
 this animal was found in Africa, as well as in
¢ America. 1f we form a judgment from the
¢ pecimen fent me, which is preferved in fpirit
« of witic, appears to be new born, and is as large
<25 2 good pig, we muft conclude the full grown
¢ animal to be of a confiderable fize. The fol=
<Jowing arc its principal charaGters, as far as
they could be remarked in an animal fo young.

¢The muzzle is pretty broad at the point,
¢ sound, and fomewhat compreffed above. The
¢ ears are very broad, long, thin, pointed, and
¢ pendulous. On the fore feet there are four
Ctoes; the firlk and third are of equal length,
¢ the fecond fomewhat longer, and the fourth or
¢ exterior one a little fhorter than the thirds
¢ The four claws are very long, a little hooked,
¢ farp, and nearly. of an equal fize, On the
¢hind feet there are five toes, the three inter=
¢mediate ones being nearly equal in length,
¢and the two exterior much fhort
¢are fialler, and the ‘two exterior ones are
“leaft. The tail, without being long, is thick,
¢and terminates in a point. The two 7y
¢ mecophagi of Scba, tom. i. tab. 3 -
“and tab. go. fig. 1. are certai

er only in colour, and the fig

This is a parnuumr
ies, totally different from the ‘omana
u of Marcgrave, or the famangir of M. a

z From
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From this pafage, it might be thought that
T was deccived with regard to the animal repre
fented by Seba, tab. 37. fig. 2. However, [
have faid precifely the fame thing with M,
Vofmaér; for I exprefled myfelf in the follow-.
ing words : ¢ The animal called tamandaa, myr-
‘zmmf/mm &' Amerique, by Seba, tom. i p. Go.
tab. 37. fig. 2. has no refemblance to any of
the three of which'we are here treating.” Now,
the three American animals which I mentioned,
were the great, middle, and leat ant-eaters,
What M. Vofimagr remarks, therefore, contra-
di@ts nothing I have advanced ; which amounts
to this, that thefe three animals are peculiar
to America, and not to be found in the Old
Continent.  This language is o precife, that
M. Vofinaér can have nothing to oppofe to t,
If the myrmecophagus of Scba, tab.
is found in Aftica, it only proves that Seba was
deceived when he call it the American myrme-
cophagus, but can have no effec upon what [
advanced, and il perfift in mainta

that the three ant-eaters are found in America,
and not in Africa.
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The SHORT TAILED *) and the
LONG TAILED MANIS +.

FTHESE animals are commonly known by
the name of faly lizards. We have re-
je@ted this denomination, 1. becaufe it is com-
pounded 5 2. becaufe it is ambiguous, and s ap-
plicd

- 10 0 g of the il of ks i

he. mouth is
mall, and the tongue \un;:

ians of the fouh of Afia call this animal pargein,
rench who five in the Ealt Indies sl
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