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are flat, and refemble thofe of man. His feeq corruption derived from fayra, whicki is the true
are ftrong, and adapted for digging. The me, name of this animal.
tatarfal bones are long ; and he has five toes gy
all his feet. His tail is long, and tapers o 5
P His body is oblong, and has a great or
femblance to that of a large rat.  He is covered
with brown hairs, fome of which are longer
than others. This animal appears to be a fmgl)
fpecics of martin or polecat. Linnwus imagi-
ned; that the black weafel of Brafil might be th R
galera of Mr. Brown ; and, indeed, the two (I: THEMERIAR. SRO2I NS
Cript d fome reafon for the conjecn
this black weafel of Brafi is
fo found in Guiana e it is called THIS afimal is a native of the fime die
and I fufpedt that the word galera is a ‘mate, and belongs to a neighbouring fpecies with
the other opoffums. ~ Sibilla Merian s the firlt
¢ that has given‘a figdire'andi Hest sl

 Merian opoffum, with long, fharp pointed, naked.

i e 49 tab 31

in dorf, in ventre ex fiavo albicanss

fylveliris Amerieanus, eatulos i dorfo gerens; Klin, Quad.
Didelphis dor

corruption L
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count of it¥,  Seba afterwards gave Merian'y
figure for the female, and added a. new figure
for the male, with a kind of defeription. "Tit.
animal, fays he, has very brilliant eyes, which
are furrounded with a circle of deep brown hai,
The body s covered with foft hair, or rather
wool of a reddifh yellow colour, but of a bright
red on the back.  The front, muzale, belly, and
feet, are whitifh yellow, The cars are naked,
and pretty hard. On the upper lip, and alfy
above the eyes, there are long hairs in the form
of whifkers. isteeth, like thofe of the dormonfe,
are very fharp. Upon the tail of the male,
h s naked, and of a pale red colour, there
are dufky red fpots, which appear not on the tail
of the female. - The feet refemble the hands of
an ape; thofe before have four toes, and the
thumb garnithed with fhort, blunt nails; but
on the hind feet the thumb alone has a flat, blune
the other four toxs being armed with
fmall harp claws.  The young of thefe
grunt nearly in the fame manner as a pig.
Paps of th ble thofe of the murine
opoffum,  Scba properly remarks, that, in the

figure
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figure given by Merian, the feet and toes are
il reprefented ¥, The fomited produce five or
fix at a litter. The tail is very long, and pre-
henfile, like that of the fapajous. The young
mount upon the back of the mother, and ad-
here firmly with their tails twifted round hers.
In this fituation the carries them about with great
nimblenefs and fecurity.

XVIL

THE AKOUCHIL, or OLIVE CAVY.

THE akouchi is pretty common in Gaiana
of South America. It differs

outi by having a tail, which is want-
akouchi is generally

the agouti, and  its hair is not red,

tween the akou
feem to be fufficient to conflitute two dnﬂmﬂ

fpecies.

Berrir, Hi.
Eguin. .
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