The OCELOT, or MEXICAN
CAUEE

HE ocelot is an American animal. It is
ferocious and carnivorous, and may be
anked with the jaguar and couguar; for it ap=
roschcs them in magaitude, and refembles them
1 figure and difpoficions. A male and female
vere brought alive to Paris by M. 'Efcot, -and

Catus pardus Mesicanus; Hor-

part of the rump,

is fpotted.
a dife with long
long
snd tasny in the m
s from the ne
lot




244 THE OCELOT, OR

we faw them at the fir of St. Ovide in the mogyy
of September 1764 They came from e
neighbourhood of Carthagena, and had beey
cartied off from their mother when very yougg
in the month of Olober 1763, At the age o
three months, they had become fo firong ang
eru, that they killed and eat a bitch which heg
been given to them for a nurfe. At the ageof
one year, when we fuw them, they were oy,
tovo feet in length; and it is probable that they
had not then acquired above one half or tyy
thirds of their full growth. They were exli.
bited under the name of the figer—cat; butwe
have rejected this precarious and compoundspe
pellation, becaufe the jaguar, the ferval, and the
margay or Cayenne cat, were tranfmitted to us
under the fame denomination, though each of
thefe animals differ from one another, as well s
from the ocelot.

Fabri is the firft author who mentions lis
animal in a diflin@ manner. He caufed the
drawings of Recchi to be engraved, and fron
thefe drawings; which were coloured, he con-
pofed a defeription of the ocelot. He likewife
gives a kind of hiftory of it from the writn
and information of Gregoire de Bolivar. Iha
made thefe remarks with a view to removea
difficulty which had deceived all the naturalifl
as well as myfelf. This difficulty is to afceruin
whether the two animals drawn by Recchi, the
firlt under the name of Hatlaubqui-oceloth and
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e fecond under that of tacooslot, halocelot,
tad afterwards deferibed by Fabri as difingt
fpcies, are not the fame animal. Though the
fgurs are precty fimila, they were regarded a8
iin@ animals, becaufe their names, and even,
{he deferiptions of them, were different. T at
{hat time imagined that the firft might be the
fame with the jaguar, and therefore gave it the
Mesican name flatlaubqui-ocelol, which 1 now
preeive did ot belong 10 it: Aud, fince L bad
P opportunity of feeing both the male and fex
mile, 1 am perfuaded that the two deferibed by
Fabri are only the fame animal, of which the
il is the male and the fecond the female. No=
{hing lefs than an examination of the male and
female together could have enabled us to detedt
s error.. OF all fpotted animals, the robe of
the male occlot is unqueftionably the moft beau-
dful, and the moft elegantly variegated *. Even
{hat of the leopard is not to be compared with i
for vivacity of colours, and fymmetry of defign,
fr Ies thofe of the jaguar, panther, and ounce.
B, in the female ocelot, the colours are fainter,
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and the defign more irregular. This remag.
able difference deceived Recchi, Fabri % 309
others.

When the ocelot has acquired his fill grow,
he is, according to Bolivar, ¢two feet and a hylp
high, and about four feet if Iength. The s,
though pretty long, touches not the ground, and,
of courfe, exceeds not two feet. He i is a very
voracious, and, at the fame time, a timid ani.
mal.  He feldom attacks men, and is afiaid of
dogs. When purfued, he flies to the woods, and
climbs a tree, where he remains, in order ts
fleep, and to watch the paffage of cattle or fmale
ler animals, and darts down upon them, when.
ever they are within his veach. He' prefers
blood to fleth : Hence he deflroys a great nume
ber of animals; becaufe, inftead of fatiating hime
felf by devouring their fleth, he only quenches
his thirft by drinking their blood t.”

# Si animalis figuram fpeflemus cum antece
corporis delineatio congruit; fi colo
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Ina flate’of captivity, he'retains his original
foften the natural fero~
or calm the refllefliefs of
For this reafon, he is always
fopeina cage. < At the age of three months,
fays M. PEfeor, ¢ when iefe two young ocelots
¢ Tad devoured their nurfe, T kept them in a
¢ cage, and fed them with frefh meat, of which
ey eat from' feven to/cight pounds atday.
¢ The male and female: rub- againft each ottier
¢ like our domeftic cats.  The males have a fe-
« markable fuperiority over the femal
e anding the violent appeite of thefe two
¢ animals for flefh, the female never prefumed
¢ o partake till the male was fatiated, or gave
ces he had reje@ed. I fometimes
at, whofe blood they fucked
but they never eat its
I put on bo
¢ fubfiftence ; for they neither eat bo
¢ falted meat *."
Tt appears from the teflimony of Boliv
e from that of M. PEfeot, that the female
vou el and game of l iy
aws? Danpier’s 1 :
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ocelot produces but two young at a ltter; for
the latter informs us, that, before the two youny
ones mentioned above were taken, the mother
was Killed, . The ocelots, like the jaguar, the
panther, the leopard, the tiger, the lion, and al]
animals remarkable for the largenes of their ize
produce but a fmall number at a time. - Butdhe
produions of a cat, who may be affoiated with
this tribe, are numerous ; which is a proof, thay
the number produced depends more upen mags
nitude than figure.
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