








Statement of Louis Herrera Made the 21st of December, 1895 

Since my report made on Nov. 12th last, I have discovered other parties who are engaged in the cattle killing 
business. 

On the 15th day of Nov. 1895, I had a conversation with Cruz Herrera at the Junction. He told me "they 
came very near catching him killing cattle" He told me he had killed 2 cows belonging on the Penasco and 
Picacho. I afterwards discovered that Robert Brady and another were the parties to whom he referred. 

They took him (Cruz Herrera) to the Justice of the Peace but they couldn't prove anything for the reason 
that he went and killed one of his own cows, and took the hide to the Justice and made it appear they were 
his own cows that had been killed. He told me this. 

After this he told me "let some days pass and then these damned pimps will pay double for this and 
when you come back again you and I will kill another one but you won't run like those other fellows did. I 
told him if they shoot at us I won't run. He did not tell me who the "other fellows" were. 

He then asked me when I would be back and I answered "anyone of those days I'll be back because I 
haven't got any stopping place, and I'm always running around because I don't want these fellows over on 
the Rio Grande to know where I am". 

Cruz Herrera then said "they won't take you from my house unless they kill you & I both" The I left and 
went to the Choses and from Pablo Miranda & I went down the river again towards Picacbo. This was on 
the same day (15th). 

Pablo Miranda asked me which was I was going and I said "to my cousins house Carmen Ortega" 
Then I asked him if he knew of anyone who would give a horse for a mare. He said he had one. 
As we were going down we saw a bunch of cattle and I remarked "aren't these fat cattle" and he said 

"friend if you want to lets kill one here at the Choses, we are all one family (brothers and compadres) and 
no one will say anything. The I said tomorrow I will come and we'll kill a fat cow. I returned the next day 
and he told me "we cannot kill now I have got to go to the Salado to take some com but come in". 

When I entered I saw a fore quarter and a hind quarter hanging there in his house. I ate dinner with him 
and then we started to load the wagon with the corn. The he told me "you can't take the horse now because I 
have hired him out and his is at Socorro, N.M. but when he returns you can see he is a good horse for the 
cattle. Then I left and went back to Cruz Herrera's and stayed with him that night. There was nothing more 
said about beef killing. 

The next day (17th) I went to the (Angostura )? just above Picacho and stopped at Cresincio Salaz' house 
and took dinner with him. He bad a fat sheep hanging there and I said that's fat mutton my friend. He said 
yes we have very good sheep here they are all fat. There was a wagon standing in front of his house. 

There was a man in the wagon and he took out a big chuck of beef. Then Salaz said to me "look there 
friend I think those people like good fat beef too. They seem to like goods without paying for them too" He 
added "that's right I like people who aren't fools and I also eat fat beef whenever I want it". There are lots 
of cattle here belonging to various parties. 

Then he said" well what do you say when you come back again we'll kill a fat beef and put it down in 
the cellar nobody comes here - we have a few cows of our own also. 

After this I left and went to the house of my cousin Carmen Ortega. 
I left there the 18th and came up the river to the house ofFiofilo Aguilar. He told me "come in friend". 
When I went in I saw beef there. There was a back bone and a part of the ribs. 
Then I said "Friend I am going. " He said " all right any time you wish to come to my house the door is 

open. I am very glad of the favors you have given me." I then left and came up ..... . 
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