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THE HISTORY OF 
THE LISLE GIN

(Told by Mrs Lisle 
in her own words.)

In about 1907 or 1908 there 
was a gin built on the present 
site of the Lisle Gin. The gin 
was built by Swift Gins. Some 
of the first men who ran the 
gin were Mr. Swift and his 
sons, a Mr. Williams, and John 
Fergerson, who later moved to 
Jones Gouty.

In 1914 the gin had not been 
operated for a year or more 
and it was in poor condition. 
(Mr. Carl Lee said that Mr. 
W. A. Earnest had asked him 
to hire some men and repair 
the gin and to run it that year. 
Mr. Earnest had moved here 
from Munday in 1908 to be 
partners in the oil mill with 
Mr. J. L.Jones, who had sev
eral gins along with the mill 
business in adjoining towns.) 
That year was a good crop year 
and they ginned all winter.

The next year, 1915, Miss 
Pearl Earnest was the book
keeper In 1916 she married 
Mr. C. A. Murray, formerly 
superintendent of our high 
school.

The driest year has been re
ported as 1918.

Mr. Spurlock was manager 
of the gin in 1920. That same 
year the gin had burned down 
before they had finished the 
season.

In 1919 Ola Mae Pike and 
James A. Lisle were married 
on September 1, at Memphis, 
Texas. Jim Lisle had worked 
at Shamrock and Memphis for 
Chickasha Gin Company as a 
bookkeeper for several years 
before he had gone to the army 
in World War I. In the spring 
of 1919, after a period of about 
three years/ he returned He 
was given the job of managing 
the gin at Benjamin, where the 
Lisles lived for two years, op
erating the Benjamin and 
Truscott gins. Both the Ben
jamin and Truscott gins were 
Swift Gins.

After the gin burned the 
Lisles were asked to rebuild it 
on the same location. In 1921 
Mr. Lisle went back and forth 
each week throughout the sum
mer to work. He stayed with 
the B. G. Hunts, who ran a 
boarding house in the west part 
of town. In 1921 the Lisles char
tered two railroad cars and 
moved to Rule. They bought 
the house one block west and

one block north of the railroad 
depot. It was on the southeast 
corner of the second block 
where Mrs. Lisles lives at the 
present time The house had 
been built by the Bohanans in 
1907 or 1908. Mr. Spurlock had 
lived there and managed the 
gin in 1920. It was a well built 
house made of lumber and 
painted white.

In the spring of 1926, the 
Lisles moved across the street 
and lived, while the old house 
was torn down and rebuilt. 
This time it was built of stucco.

Frank McCulley and the Can
non brothers were the contrac
tors and Jess Smith was the 
cement man. (These men 
built many Rule homes in the 
20’s )

The Gin that the Lisles built 
in 1921 was an up-to-date gin 
those days. Six, seventy-sawed 
Pratt gin stands, a frost steam 
engine and a large boiler fir
ed with coals and burrs, and 
burr machine, all made up the 
new gin.

The gin crew was made up 
of Mr. Jim Gibbins, the fireman 
and engineer; Mr D. P. Fuller 
the ginner; Dee Cannon, the 
pressman and a suction feeder, 
and the bookkeeper. (Many 
times the farmers suctioned 
their own cotton from the wag
ons.)

The gin was managed for 4 
years for Chickasha Cotton Oil 
Company under the name of
Swift Gins. There were good 
crops and lots of cotton was 
ginned and in 1925 Mr. Lisles 
bought an intesest in the gin 
business and the name was 
change to Lisle Gn Company 
At this time Mr. C. M. Francis 
was general manager over the 
oil mills at Rule, Jayton and 
Stamford and 28 gins. He lived 
in Stamford and several years 
later he was killed in a car 
accident.

It was always a very rushing 
time at the gin when there 
was cotton on the yard. (Mr. 
Fuller said that he can remem
ber one day when he ginned 
7P bales in 12 hours and 20 
minutes and Dee Cannon tied 
them by himself.)

Mr. Frank McCulley began 
working as an engineer in 19- 
24 and worked for 16 years. 
He later moved to San Anton
io where he died in 1965.

The first seed cotton storage 
house was built for the fall’s 
use in 1923. Cotton was still 
picked in those days and great 
quantities of cotton could be 
stored in a cotton house. This 
cotton house was divided into

stalls and, if a farmer was in 
a hurry, he could blow several 
bales of otton into one of the 
stalls. Also he could store 20 
or 30 bales of cotton in a stall 
and gin them out at one time, 
to catch planting seed this way 
his seed would stay truer to 
type. They would gin out of the 
house when they had caught up, 
n on rainy days There was 
one difficulty with the cotton 
houses. There was never an 
easy way to feed the cotton out 
When it was time to gin the 
cotton out of the house, extra 
fiands were needed and it was 
very hard work. After farmers 
began to have more and better 
trailers the cotton house was 
used less and less, until it was 
torn down in 1950.

In 1925 extra equipment had 
been added on until the Frost 
engine had been overloaded.
A Murray Cories steam engine 
was put in and it ran so easy 
and light that there was no 
load when more machinery was 
added years later.

At this time the gin buildng 
was built of lumber and paint
ed yellow.

On Thanksgiing Day of 19- 
26 the worst sandstorm that 
anyone in Rule has ever seen 
occured. (Now 40 years later 
people are still talking about 
It.)

The year of 1926 was a big 
year for crops and they were 
not through ginning on Februa
ry 12, 1927, when Mr. Lisle was 
killed by Mr. Favors who had 
not lived in Rule very long and 
was a day laborer at the oil 
mill.

The men who were working 
finished that season .Virgil 
Hunt was the bookkeeper. He 
had worked several years and 
he knew a great deal about the 
business.

Mrs. Lisle took over that fall 
of 1927. My only experience 
was some office work at Benja
min Gin the first two years I 
was married. I had some good 
men working and they all tried 
to help me.

My associates in the business 
were Mr. Sam Williams, a good 
friend of the family for many 
years, who lived in Eld City, 
Oklahoma; Mr. C. M. Francis; 
the general office force of Rule- 
Jayton Cotton Oil Company at 
Stamford (now changed to 
Stamford Oil Company); Mr. 
J. L. Pugh, machinery consul
tant and Mr. R. R . ‘Killoey, 
A. J. Mills took the place of Mr. 
C. M. Francis. Mr. Mills and 
his family lived in Rule before 
moving to Stamford. All of 
these men have had encouraging 
words for my efforts.

The farmers who ginned with 
me were wonderful, overlook
ing my mistakes and encourag
ing me. And I needed it. Having

four small children, I had no 
other choice than to continue 
what my husband had started; 
although at times I felt insuf
ficient. I loved the work from 
the start and welcomed the long 
hours and hard work and lots 
of times, baffling decisions. I 
went to cotton school in Abi
lene the summer of 1927, but I 
felt that I still did not know 
enough about classing a bale of 
cotton to buy one. So, I hired 
Virgil Cassle to buy the cotton 
that first year. I continued to 
go to cotton school every sum
mer for several years. The fol
lowing year I classed and 
bought all the cotton.

By this time, the gins were 
buying most all we ginned. For 
10 or 12 years we bought on 
grade and staple. Gins then be
gan buying “hog round,” which 
means paying the same for all 
grades. This practice was not 
fair to the farmers or to the 
buyers. If a farmer takes good 
care of his cotton and it is a 
better bale, he is due more mo
ney. But cotton was pretty 
cheap and the cheaper cotton 
gets the less margin there is 
between grades. The “hog 
round’4 price was changed when 
the government started to class 
all samples free for staple and 
grade for the government loan. 
The gin cut the samples and 
mailed them to Abilene along 
with the grade card to be class
ed and returned to the farmer. 
The gin either bought the bale 
on the card as classed or pre
pared the loan contact for the 
farmer to draw his money from 
the Government Commodity 
Credit Corporation.

Mr. W. S. Franklin was man
ager at the oil mill when 
I first begin to sell seed to the 
Rule mill. After his retirement, 
Mr. Tom Hornback moved to 
Rule and was there for several 
years.

We had some short gin sea
sons through 1928 and 1929. 
Some of the men that worked 
for me in those early years 
were Noble Glover, A. B. Ar
nett, Ed Hackfield, C. V. Ash
ley, G. B. Bishop, Frank For
sythe, Jake Taylor, R. N. Wil-* 
son, and Joe Holcomb. In the 
office were W. E. Baugh, Elsie 
Kittley, Homer Turner, Faye 
Yarbrough and Floyd White.

In 1929 cotton prices started 
rising in the earlier part of the 
fall. It then went down and 
stayed down for several years. 
In 1931 cotton was 5 and 6 
cents a pound. In 1932 there 
was a big crop but no one had 
any money because cotton was 
so cheap; In 1933 and 1934 the 
farmer planted all the cotton he I 
wanted to; 1934 was a very dry 
year; 1935 was almost a miss; 
260 bale1; were ginned that year.
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W e Are Ready
v

^  We Have The Latest Lint 
Cleaning Equipment 
Available

★  Trailers and Pickers To 
Assist In Harvesting 
Your Cotton

W e
new ones, to visit us, inspect our gin 
plant and then decide for yourself that 
this is the place to bring your cotton.

Always Serving You with the 
Best In Ginning Equipment

We Appreciate the Farmer That Is In 
Our Seed Program and Will Assist Anyone 
Interested In a Better Seed for Next Year.

Phone 4421 Rule, Texas



it lint cleaner and lint conden- j 
ser all in one.

In 1963 the cotton acreage 
was cut, and in 1962, 1963, and 
1964 the boll weevil took over.
So much money was spent on 
pesticide that when the year 
was over the crop was good but 
there was little profit from it.
In the next two years the wee
vil and boll worm had become 
worse. They had left only half 
of a crop.

There was a good crop in I9
60 and the farmers received a 
fair price. No one had spent 
very much to make it and there 
was pretty weather in which to j 
gather the cotton. 1965 was the j 
first year that farmers had 
heard of cotton micronaire 
reading for cotton samples. 
This is a test for strength and 
milling quality. This test had 
been requested by some mill 
buyers for several years before
they would buy cotton. Every 
year it becomes a stricter prac
tice. 1965 was the first year 
this mike reading was put on 
the government classing card. 
Certain readings were discount 
ed and other premiums were 
added on the price.

Cotton buyers of West Texas 
will tell you this district of the 
rolling plains from Vernon to 
San Angelo has the bes trecord 
of desirable cotton for milling 
a more uniform mature fiber. 
Cotton is a hot weather plant 
and our long summer season j 
is needed to mature the cotton. 
The only drawback is the long 
dry spell which occurs during 
August and September some
times and causes the staple to 
be shorter. Cotton fiber will not 
mature in cold, wet weather. 
This is the reason why some 
years you have more seed and 
poor lint turn out. The farmers 
have become more concerned 
about good planting seed. For 
several years they have been 
having their seed culled and 
delinted before planting. Form 
erly people would catch their! 
own seed year after year, but 
now it is the practice of most 
gins to sell planting seed. The 
Lisle Gin does have a seed 
block each year, planted from 
Breeders seed in blocks of 50 
or more acres in one field and 
ginned in large groups.

These seed are checked care 
fully, taken good care of, stor
ed and delinted in bulk, and 
£ut up in 50 pound bags which j 
are made available to fa rm -, 
ers during planting time at a 
cost price.

Men working for me the last 
several years have been R. D. 
Alexander who is now retired, 
my brother L. B. Pike who mov 
ed here from* California in 1946 
and bought land in the Jud com 
munity and built his home 
there and is the present ginner. 
Ennis Webb started working, 
in 1952 and in 1954. George 
and Emmitt Webb started work 
all three are cousins. Lonnie 
Martin who started working in 
1933, but did not work for a 
few years while he was farm
ing, J. H. Peirce, J. L. Reid Jr. 
A. H. Allen, Don Peirce, J. W. 
Rush. Roy Tribbey was the off
ice help for a few years and 
Howard Tribbey worked in the 
office in 1964 and 1965.

TEXAS INDEPENDENT 
GINNERS ASSOCIATION

/ 7- - /¥ - l cl IZ'
Lisle's Gin Co.

M r s. J  .A .  L i s l e  -  O w ner

The L isle’s Gin Co, on 
N. Hwy. 283 in Rule, phone 
4421, is one of those re
liable firms whom we are 
able to speak of in the high
est terms.

This company has been 
doing business with the 
people of this area for some 
time, and over that period, 
they have established them
selves as one of the leading 
firms in their field. No 
amount of effort is spared to 
give you the most careful 
service, and the customers 
of the concern are delighted 
with the service which they

receive.
The management of the 

company has had experience 
at this business and are 
thoroughly competent in 
every respect. Their advice 
in matters pertaining to their 
trade is sought after and 
respected.

The composers of this 
1972 Review are not often 
able to give the whole-hear
ted recommendation to any 
firm which we give to the 
L isle’s Gin Co.

“ Holiday greetings from 
your friends at the L isle’s 
Gin Co.”
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E X E C .  V I C E - P R E S .O .  B .  T E A G U E  
V I C E - P R E S .

Farmers Compress Co.
G e n e r a l  Of f ic e — P. O. D r a w er  1339 

W a c o , T e x a s  76703 
P la n t  a t
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RULE Budd} Bishop puts on a cotton bale and back up.
hi p^res ponsr b?! Uy here a C C (> P*'S a They quickly tuck the bagging

cotton compress here, and works as the other head tucker
today is manager. He started at 1  opposite Vanderbilt. Bishop
the Western Compress and wouldn't consider giving the job
Storage which was owned and to an amateur,
operated out of Abilene in 1945, jf?** p m . J H H  “That's our most dangerous
s tu ff^ n ^  ^  °tS ° f thG WhHe ' S J H  job.” he explained.

The general office remained j f l J H  Area cotton comes in as
in Abilene until 1961 when it was f | | p ^  • J f § g *  modified gin flat bales. These
sold to Importers and Traders | » g i jk .J m W rn M m  are the fat bales folks are ac- 
of Waco and became the customed to seeing around
National Western Compress. In | f i * 1 J  cotton gins. Bales are 55 inches
1963, the folks of Rule put the r  % J f  high, 25 inches thick, and 45
compress in the control of the inches wide. Ideally, they are
farmers themselves and it 3  supposed to weigh 500 pounds,
became The Famrers Com- Larry Tanner, one of two
press. That’s what it is called ^  fork-life operators, loads up
today. The stock had been sold | | t ;  three bales at a time and moves
to the gins in order to give the them to the conveyor belt,
local producers control of their BUDDY BISHOP He may move 650 to 700 bales
compress. . . .the boss m one day.

Bishop, a Rule native, ex- Next, the bale moves to what
plained that “all except for two machine. The bale passes is called the-dinky press which 
•̂e^rSJ n ^ av^’ * ^ave keen through on a conveyor belt and is like the big press in design, 

right here.” . . .  the knives rip along the side of but much, much smaller.
I he compress is his life and the bale. Six flat bands must be undone

he’s an expert. The samples in the Big by John Griffin. The bale is now
By Feb. 12 the Farmers Country may be either sent to on its back opened up on the 

Compress has pressed 18,500 the USD A Cotton Classing conveyor.
bales of cotton, and on that day • office a t  Munday' orriTe'busy At the dinky press, Earl
Bishop said. “I’m expecting to Abilene Cotton Classing Office Davidson,  Johnnie  Sue 
compress 20,000 more.” of the USDA. For example, the Lockhart and Grady Bristo, a

And, that’s not even an Abilene office classed 26,000 retired ginner, all move the 
average season. samples in the week ending bale through quicklv.

The normal season sees about Feb. 5. By that date, 396,000 
50,000 'ales compressed. A good samples had been classed for Since by new law, two bands 
year might see 55,000 bales. the season compared to 175,000 must be added, Willie Norwood 

The cotton comes primarily by the same date in 1975. The is across the way doing his job 
from .laskell, Knox, Stonewall office determines cotton quality called “dragging bands.” Each 
and Throckmorton counties. and other characteristics. weighs one pound.

Bishop said the Rule com- Bishop said that !4 pound is Roy Lee Bailey and Jack
press does not represent all of taken from each side of the Bagley take over there and
the area cotton compressed as bale. He sends one sample to shove bands.
“there are other compresses in the cotton classing office and At this point, a very im-
the area — at Stamford, retains one at the compress. portent and essential man
Seymour, and Hamlin.” performs his duties.

Jesse Vanderbilt, a longtime “I’m what is called a lever 
When cotton arrives, bales employee, recalled the old days puller.” James Dean explained, 

are weighed and two samples when “ we cut right at a Dean works giant levers
are taken from each. In the old thousand samples one day.” which bring the press dow n on 
days, it was done by hand with a “And remember,” Vanderbilt the bale, after the head tuckers 
sharp, heavy knife by pulling said, “that was by hand.” have performed their duties,
the edge of the blade parallel Vanderbilt is one of a team of Dean admits one can’t be too
and along the bands of the side 10 fulltime employees. He’s careful and he feels much
of the bale. known as the“head tucker.” responsibility.

The knives are actually still Head tuckers actually ride “ You just have to watch 
used, but they are locked into a the compress as it comes down everybody real close,” Dean

said.
The cotton has been com

pressed and Bill Williams and 
Clyde Patterson now tie cotton.

Immediately after tying, the 
bale slides down the ram 
looking a great deal different 
geometrically than seconds 
earlier.

The compressed universal 
density bale is what the law 
began to require this season. 
The trim and neat bale is three 
inches taller at 58 inches, and 
the thickness remains the same 
at 25 inches. The width 
however, was reduced by an 
even 2 feet from 45 down to 21 
inches. It is tied as neatly with 8 
bands instead of 6, and that 
adds two pounds.

Next comes Charles Jack- 
son of Haskell doing his job 
with the rythmn of a musician. 
Charles explains his job is 
“turnin’cotton.”

He turns the new bale, using a 
hook, and lines two bales 
parallel. One of Bishop’s sons, 
Robert E., 23, comes in here 
with a tractor and fork-lift. 
Robert, who was raised around 
the compress, moves his tractor 
to a Santa Fe Railways boxcar 
nearby if the bales are destined 
for rail. Or if bales are to move 
by truck, he heads to the truck
loading zone.

“We try not to load more than 
150 bales to a box car,” the 
elder Bishop said.

Bishop said big points of 
delivery are Alabama, Georgia, 
Memphis ,  Tenn. ,  Nor th 
Carolina, Galveston, Houston 
and Corpus Christi. The largest 
part of the cotton moved either 
by rail or truck winds up in 
Galveston.

To cotton destined for 
overseas, a one-pound patch is 
added at Rule.

Test i fying that  Ru l e ’s 
economy is cotton and he’s 
happy there, Bishop says he 
believes in the sign outside town 
which reads: “Rule, Gateway 
to the Colton Fields — If You 
Stop, You’ll Stay!”
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JESSE VANDERBILT. . .head tucker
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By J.T.Smith

Buddy Takes

A Cotton To

The Farmers
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RULE — Buddy Bishop puts 

in plenty of hours and accepts a 
big responsibility here.

Buddy, 50, has spent 32 of 
those years working at the 
cotton coinpress here, and 
today is manager. He started at 
the Western Compress and 
Storage which was owned and 
operated out of Abilene in 1945, 
and he has seen lots of the white 
stuff since.

The general office remained 
in Abilene until 1961 when it was 
sold to Importers and Traders 
of Waco and became the 
National Western Compress. In 
1963, the folks of Rule put the 
compress in the control of the 
farmers themselves and it 
became The Famrers Com
press. That’s what it is called 
today. The stock had been sold 
to the gins in order to give the 
local producers control of their 
compress.

Bishop, a Rule native, ex
plained that “all except for two 
years in the Navy, I have been 
right here.”

The compress is his life and 
he’s an expert.

By Feb. 12 the Farmers 
Compress has pressed 18,500 
bales of cotton, and on that day 
Bishop said. “I’m expecting to 
compress 20,000 more.”

And, that’s not even an 
average season.

The normal season sees about 
50,000 tales compressed. A good 
year might see 55,000 bales.

The cotton comes primarily 
from Haskell, Knox, Stonewall 
and Throckmorton counties.

Bishop said the Rule com
press does not represent all of 
the area cotton compressed as 
“there are other compresses in 
the area — at Stamford, 
Seymour, and Hamlin.”

When cotton arrives, bales 
are weighed and two samples 
are taken from each. In the old 
days, it was done by hand with a 
sharp, heavy knife by pulling 
the edge of the blade parallel 
and along the bands of the side 
of the bale.

The knives are actually still 
used, but they are locked into a

BUDDY BISHOP
. . .the boss

machine. The bale -passes 
through on a conveyor belt and 
the knives rip along the side of 
the bale.

The samples in the Big 
Country may be either sent to 
the USDA Cotton Classing 

'Office atMundcTT’or th r busy 
Abilene Cotton Classing Office 
of the USDA. For example, the 
Abilene office classed 26,000 
samples in the week ending 
Feb. 5. By that date, 396,000 
samples had been classed for 
the season compared to 175,000 
by the same date in 1975. The 
office determines cotton quality 
and other characteristics.

Bishop said that V\ pound is 
taken from each side of the 
bale. He sends one sample to 
the cotton classing office and 
retains one at the compress.

Jesse Vanderbilt, a longtime 
employee, recalled the old days 
when “we cut right at a 
thousand samples one day.” 

“And remember,” Vanderbilt 
said, “that was by hand.” 

Vanderbilt is one of a team of 
10 fulltime employees. He’s 
known as the“head tucker.” 

Head tuckers actually ride 
the compress as it comes down

on a cotton bale and back up. 
They quickly tuck the bagging 
over the bale before it is 
compressed.

Orbrey Lynch of Hamlin 
works as the other head tucker 
opposite Vanderbilt. Bishop 
wouldn't consider giving the job 
to an amateur.

“That’s our most dangerous 
job,” he explained.

Area cotton comes in as 
modified gin flat bales. These 
are the fat bales folks are ac
customed to seeing around 
cotton gins. Bales are 55 inches 
high, 25 inches thick, and 45 
inches wide. Ideally, they are 
supposed to weigh 500 pounds.

Larry Tanner, one of two 
fork-life operators, loads up 
three bales at a time and moves 
them to the conveyor belt.

He may move 650 to 700 bales 
in one day.

Next, the bale moves to what 
is called the-dinky press which 
is like the big press in design, 
but much, much smaller.

Six flat bands must be undone 
by John Griffin. The bale is now 
on its back opened up on the 
conveyor

At the dinky press, Earl 
Davidson ,  Johnn i e  Sue 
Lockhart and Grady Bristo, a 
retired ginner, all move the 
bale through quickly.

Since by new law, two bands 
must be added, Willie Norwood 
is across the way doing his job 
called “dragging bands.” Each 
weighs one pound.

Roy Lee Bailey and Jack 
Bagley take over there and 
shove bands.

At this point, a very im
portant and essential man 
performs his duties.

“I’m what is called a lever 
puller.” James Dean explained.

Dean works giant levers 
which bring the press dow n on 
the bale, after the head tuckers 
have performed their duties. 
Dean admits one can’t be too 
careful and he feels much 
responsibility.

“ You just have to watch 
everybody real close,” Dean

said.
The cotton has been com

pressed and Bill Williams and 
Clyde Patterson now tie cotton.

Immediately after tying, the 
bale slides down the ram 
looking a great deal different 
geometrically than seconds 
earlier.

The compressed universal 
density bale is what the law 
began to require this season. 
The trim and neat bale is three 
inches taller at 58 inches, and 
the thickness remains the same 
at 25 inches. The width 
however, was reduced by an 
even 2 feet from 45 down to 21 
inches. It is tied as neatly with 8 
bands instead of 6, and that 
adds two pounds.

Next comes Charles Jack- 
son of Haskell doing his job 
with the rythmn of a musician. 
Charles explains his job is 
“turnin’ cotton.”

He turns the new bale, using a 
hook, and lines two bales 
parallel. One of Bishop’s sons, 
Robert E., 23, comes in here 
with a tractor and fork-lift. 
Robert, who was raised around 
the compress, moves his tractor 
to a Santa Fe Railways boxcar 
nearby if the bales are destined 
for rail. Or if bales are to move 
by truck, he heads to the truck- 
loading zone.

“We try not to load more than 
150 bales to a box car,” the 
elder Bishop said.

Bishop said big points of 
delivery are Alabama, Georgia, 
Memphis ,  Tenn. ,  North 
Carolina, Galveston, Houston 
and Corpus Christi. The largest 
part of the cotton moved either 
by rail or truck winds up in 
Galveston.

To cotton destined for 
overseas, a one-pound patch is 
added at Rule.

Test i fying that  Ru l e ’s 
economy is cotton and he’s 
happy there, Bishop says he 
believes in the sign outside town 
which reads: “Rule, Gateway 
to the Cotton Fields — If You 
Stop, You’ll Stay!”



Study the larfa so/|idt each acre may fc 
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and treated according to its needs.
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Conserve water,
Provide jor our needs. 
Restore our tranquility.
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But pity the man who tries to go it alone.
His days are bleak and his thoughts unknown 

Survival is hard without human exchange.
So the loner is going. Our country’s changed.

In this day and age, there’s a pattern o f sharing —
A reliance on others, a premium on caring. 

Wherever you live, whatever you do.
You depend on someone to help see you through

There are farmers and teachers, the phone company’s crew 
The doctors, police, and firemen too.

You count on the butchers, the bakers, the sawers o f wood 
And sometimes you bring in the whole neighborhood.

You depend for your food on the Lord’s good earth. 
And every steward will tell you its worth.

But it needs water and care and intelligent use;
It needs your strong voice in spreading the truth

When you rely on so many —  as they do on you —  
That’s interdependence, by a million or two.

Be glad that you’re needed; be proud o f your part 
It means that you’re sharing in mind and in heart
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