
Fort Worth 

1 Texas City of Magnificent Distances, Handsome 
Buildings and Thriving People 

=ort Worth is nearly the center of sixty-five per cent of the population 01 
he Great State of Texas 	More than three hundred and fifty towns art 
firectly connected with Fort Worth within a few hours run of the City 
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THE, history of Fort Worth is unique. Probably 
no city in the country has greater natural advan-

tages of location, health, and beauty of surroundings, 
yet such has been its fortune that its progress and 
development has been brought about by the generos-
ity, public spirit and indomitable will of its citizen-
ship. 

It first came into prominence in the fall of 1872, 
when Thos. A. Scott, the then president of the Texas 
& Pacific Railway, and John W. Forney, editor of 
the Philadelphia Chronicle, made an extended tour 
of observation through North Texas. Mr. Scott was 
making a personal inspection of the state with a view 
to selecting the most feasible point for the junction 
of the two branches of his road, which he contem-
plated constructing westward, from Texarkana and 
Marshal. 

Mr. Forney accompanied him for the purpose of 
observing for himself the magnificent resources of 
this new Empire State, which was just beginning 
to attract the attention of the business men of the 
country. 

The result of Mr. Scott's visit was that Fort Worth 
was selected as the point at which his two lines 
should converge. Mr. Forney was so impressed with 
the resources of the state that he was not content 
with writing about it for his two papers (both daily), 
but published and distributed widely a pamphlet en-
titled "What I Saw in Texas." In this pamphlet the 
great future of Texas, with Fort Worth as its com- 

mercial metropolis were graphically depicted in the 
glowing and emphatic language of this forcible writer. 

The result is readily imagined. A great number 
of people came to Fort Worth and made investments 
and established their residence. Still a larger num-
ber sent money here for investment. In a few months 
a hamlet of a few hundred people was transferred into 
a prosperous and thriving village of about two thous-
and. 

On his return from Texas Mr. Scott entered at once 
upon the work of construction of both lines of his 
road westward. All through the spring and summer 
of 1873 the grade was constructed and track laid as 
fast as men and money could do the work. Mr. Scott 
went abroad to negotiate for additional funds and had 
about concluded all his arrangements, when on Sep-
teniber first the wires carried around the world the 
news of the disastrous failure of Jay Cooke & Com-
pany, then the leading financial institution of the coun-
try. It was this Banking House which negotiated 
the loans for the United States to carry on the war. 
Their name was a synonym of strength and wealth all , 
over the world, and their suspension carried conster-
nation and apprehension wherever it was heard. 

This failure brought an end to Mr. Scott's negotia-
tions, and he returned to the United States depressed 
and disappointed. Orders were issued to cease work 
on the completion of existing contracts, and the•west-
ward march of this great artery of commerce was 
brought to a halt. 
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the finest Water Works Plant, more miles of sewer-
age, better school buildings and churches, a magnifi-
cent public library, and a better fire department, bet-
ter public buildings than any city of 35000 people in 
any country. The finest County building in the 
United States stands at one end of Main street and 
the finest passenger station of any town of its size in 
the world is at the other end of the same street, and 
between the two are now constructed and in process 
of construction some of the finest business houses and 
blocks in the Southwest. 

Its financial institutions are sound and conserva-
tive, its business men active and progressive, its 
citizenship moral, refined and intelligent. 

The end of the present decade will find it the largest 
city in the state, and men of middle age will live to 
see it the larkest city southwest of St. Louis and 
Kansas City. 

A better field for investment, manufactories, busi-
ness or residence cannot be found, 

FORT WORTH S POPULATION. 

The population of Fort Worth is now estimated at 
a little more than 35,000; this includes only those 
within the city limits. The suburbs of North Fort 
Worth, Glenwood, Arlington Heights and Riverside 
are all thriving and growing, their populations in-
creasing rapidly. Several of theta, notably, Arling-
ton Heights and Glenwood, have their own water-
works plants and electric systems. 

The estimate of the population of Fort Worth can 
be correct only for a few months, however, as the 
rapid growth of the city makes new estimates neces-
sary semi-annually. In this connection*, it will be 
well to mention that the publication of the last city 
directory showed an increase of over 6,000 in the 
population of the city since the publication of the 
directory of the year before. 

FORT WORTH'S HEALTH, 

The public health of Fort Worth would justify its 
being one of the leading health resorts of the entire 
South, and of the United States. An• altitude of 
over 670 feet above the sea level in itself gives us 
immunity from yellow fever, and the prevailing  

south wind from the Gulf coast tempers the sum• 
mer's heat and makes thermic fever and sunstroke 
an affliction unknown here. 

There are no swamps or marshes in the territory 
surrounding the city, to load the air with miasmas 
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and effusions, and the resultant disease, malaria or 
swamp fever (chills and fever), is not generated here. 
The natural surface drainage, coupled with the most 
excellent system,of sewerage extending to all parts of 
the city, effectually removes all danger of infection 
from natural products of waste. 

All plumbing and sewer connections, whether pub-
lic or private, is done under the supervision of, and 
tested by the city authorities, thereby removing any 
possibility of infection or poison from this source. 

A well organized and efficient health department 
supervises all sanitary work, and rigidly enforces 
the complete sanitary measures adopted by the city 
government. 

Fort Worth can proudly boast of having some of 
the best medical and surgical institutions that exist, 
and this, coupled with the location of the hospitals 
of many of the railroads centering here, and the 
great number of private cases seeking medical and 
surgical aid in the hundreds of miles of territory 
tributary to the city, have made it a medical and 
surgical center second to none in the South. An 
able corps of physicians and surgeons, and a medical 
college located here, together with a healthful and 
desirable situation, are among the leading factors 
that have made and will continue to make Fort 
Worth a great and commanding city. 

With a population within the narrow confines of 
the city limits of over 35,000, to say nothing of the 
many suburbs, the total number of deaths for the 
past year was but 443. Of this number, one-sixth 
were still births or infants under one year of age, 
and over one-third of the the total number were due 
to the disease so common to early childhood, and 
occurred under five years of age. 

The total number of deaths during the year were 
443. Of these 129 were non-residents, individuals 
brought to the city for treatment in the hospitals and 
sanitariums—leaving the total number of deaths 
from residents 315. 

The causes of death were as follows: Still-born, 
21; children under five years, 97; consumption, 30; 
typhoid fever, 12; heart failure, 21; stomach troubles, 
12; Bright's disease, 13; brain troubles, 8;,alcoholism, 
5; rheumatism and paralysis, 5; cancer, 13; dysentery, 
7; apoplexy, 7; malaria, 1; dropsy, 1; la grippe, 4; 
old age, 22; violence and suicide, 15; asthma, 1; 
diptheria, 2; erysipelas, 1; childbirth, 3; acute ma-. 
nia, 1. 

These figures tell their own story, and emphasize 
Fort Worth's claim as being one of the most health-
ful places in the United States. 

t5,73Rpt,  tasS,:tpa 
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FORT WORTH'S WEATHER. 

In addition to being the healthiest of all Southern 
cities, Fort Worth enjoys certain advantages in loca-
tion and weather that place her far ahead of any 
other community as a health resort. The Agricul-
tural department of the government has established 
a weather bureau and observatory here, that has 
proven of vast and lasting benefit to the entire sec- 

tion of country tributary to Fort Worth. The cot-
ton region bulletin, the daily warnings and prognos-
tications are of great value to this locality. 

Improvements are contemplated that will enlarge 
the weather bureau here and better the already 
excellent service. 

A PL ACE FOR THE HOME.SEEKER, 
As a place for investment, but little argument is 

necessary to impress favorably those who have sub-
jected _Fort Worth to a personal examination. 
Money placed here on loans commands a high rate 
of interest and is afforded most ample security; or 
placed in realty, can be turned over surely and with 
surprising readiness. Rental property yields a 
steady and excellent income, owing to the demand 
for good residences and store buildings. The con-
stant influx of new people tends to make buildings  

somewhat scarce, and houses in course of erection 
are almost without exception spoken for and leased 
before completion. 

As a distributing center Fort Worth is far ahead 
of any other city in the Southwest. Parties are now 
contemplating locating headquarters here for the 
sole purpose of being in touch with the markets in 
all directions. These are easily reached by the rail-
roads direct from this city. 

PAVED STREETS, 

The streets of Fort Worth have always been ahead 
of any in the state of Texas. In the early days of 
the city the far-sighted builders built for to-day, and 
Fort Worth now has an excellent system of macad-
amized streets in the residence portion of the city. 
In the business districts, brick paving is being laid  

as fast as the necessary arrangements with property 
owners can be made. Main street has been paved, 
and the prettiest and• what is said to be the best 
piece of street paving in the South is on Frontstreet, 
running into the beautifully paved Haynes triangle 
at the foot of Main street. 
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISES. 

In the tall office and apartment buildings of the 
city there are over one thousand, seven hundred dif-
ferent business enterprises represented, whilst as 
tinny more are scattered all through the business 
part of the city. Added to these the different stores 
and places of business requiring a force of clerks and 
employes, makes a showing not to be despised. The 
following are among the enterprises that are striving 
to make Fort Worth greater: 

6 Wholesale grain firms, 
3 Grist mills, 
3 Wholesale grain elevators, 
5 Wholesale grocery hiluses, 
2 Wholesale furniture houses, 
2 Wholesale drug houses, 
1 Wholesale dry goods house, 
8 Harness and saddle dealers, 

12 Wholesale and retail hardware houses, 
1 Wholesale hat house, 

16 Wholesale lumber houses, 
5 Ice factories, 
2 Marble and granite works, 
2 Mattress factories, 
2 Medicine factories, 
2 Book Binderies, 
2 Paint factories, 
1 Razor grinding and metal working house, 
2 Rubber tire houses, 
1 Susiiender factory, 
1 Shirt factory, 
1 Fence factory, 
1 Show case factory;'-- 

2 Spring bed factories, 
1 Stamp and die factory, 
2 Acetylene gas machine factories, 
1 Suspender and leather novelty factory, 
2 Table sauce and relish factories, 
3 Tank factories, 
1 Tanning company, 
1 Electrical supply house, 

19 Coal dealers, 
11 Livery, feed and sale stables, 
62 Dressmakers, 
29 Retail drug stores, 
5 Wholesale cigar dealers, 
2 •Trouser factories, 
5 Fruit and produce dealers, 

11 Mercantile brokers, 
3 Wind mill companies, 
1 Fire proofing company, 
2 Coal oil companies, 
5 Large hotels, many smaller ones, 
3 Packing houses, 

22 Live stock commission firms, 
5 City telegraph stations, 
2 Electric district telegraph messenger systems. 
4 Erpress companies, 

14 Shoe dealers, 
100 Saloons, 

2 Electric light companies, 
1 City electric light plant, 

Underground telephone system, 
2 Bank and saloon fixture companies, 

12 Stove dealers, 
5 Storage companies, 

Fort- Worth Tinian kook 

. 
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Texas & Pacific stock. yards, 
Polk stock yards, 

15 Printing houses, 
1 Medical college, 
1 Macaroni and paste factory, 
1 Broom factory, 
2 Boiler works, 
3 Breweries, 
1 Tent factory, 
2 Furniture and upholstering houses, 
1 Furniture factory, 
1 Cotton seed oil mill, 
2 Flour mills, 
1 Optical company, 
1 Cotton compress, 
3 Machine and foundry companies, 

140 Retail grocery stores, 
11 Retail furniture stores, 
22 Retail dry goods houses, 
24 Laundries, 
18 Jewelry stores, 
31 Gentlemen's furnishing houses, 
2 Wholesale and retail crockery houses, 

12 Millinery establishments, 
150 Or more attorneys, 

2 Universities, 

5 Private schools, 
11 Ward schools, 
1 High school, 
6 Medical sanitariums, 
1 Opera house, 
2 Vaudeville theatres, 
5 Florists, 
3 Seed companies, 
1 Gas company, 

77 Contractors, 
56 Physicians, 
4 Veterinary Surgeons, 

19 Dentists, 
Headquarters of the 11th railway mail service, 
Headquarters for weather service for North 

Texas. 
30 Fire and life insurance agents. 
11 Carriage and wagon dealers, 

5 Queensware houses, 
7 Agricultural implement houses, 
7 Architects, 

10 Bakeries 
3 Stock, cotton and grain brokers, 
1 Baking powder factory, 
2 Cold storage plants. 

SOME OF THE PROMINENT ACQUISITIONS IN 1902, 

The International & Great Northern railway, Fort 
Worth to the Gulf. 

The St. Louis & San Francisco railway. 
Extension of the Chicago, Rock Island & Texas 

railway from Fort Worth to Galveston. 

The Interurban Electric railway from Fort Worth 
to Dallas. 

The mammoth packing house of Armour & Co. 
The mammoth packing house of Swift & Co. 
Enormous extensions of the Fort Worth stock 
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yards, including new Exchange Building, pens, rail- 
way tracks, etc. 

A trust company and savings bank. 
A wholesale drug house. 
A wholesale harness and saddlery house. 
A wholesale hardware house. 
A starch factory. 
A coffee roasting and spice factory. 
A horse collar factory. 

An overall factory. 
A steel viaduct over the railway tracks, costing 

$80,000. 
An extension of the water system, providing an 

unlimited supply of artesian water, the best in the 
world. 

United States Court of Appeals. 
175 additional members to the Board of Trade. 

A cotton mill. 
A woolen mill. 
Bag factory. Broom factory. 
Canning factory. 
Cooperage factory. 
Dry goods house, wholesale. 

INDUSTRIES NEEDED, 
Machinery supply houses. 
Implement houses. 
Hat and -cap house, wholesale. 
Boot and shoe house, wholesale. 
Shirt factory.' 
Soap factory. 

RESOURCES, 
Among the resources of the city, can be mentioned 

the vast territory tributary to Fort Worth, from 
which grain is shipped for export. 'Fort Worth flour 
can be found on the market of London, and vast 
quantities are shipped each month. The same can 
be said of Fort Worth packing house products. 
These find a ready market abroad, and additional  

packing houses are to be erected by persons inter-
ested in the packing trade of the United' States. 
Fort Worth is, without a doubt, the packing house 
center of Texas. The natural advantages and unex-
celled railroad facilities of the city make it a point 
the great enterprises of the North and East cannot 
afford to Ignore. 

PLACES OP AMUSEMENT, 
There are five parks in or near Fort Worth, one 

opera house and two vaudeville theatres, and a 
country club at Arlington Heights provide amuse-
ment, rest and recreation for the people. 

 

 





MASONIC, 

The leading Masonic organizations of the country 
are well represented in Fort Worth, and the Masonic 
Widow's and Orphan's Home for the State is located 
in the eastern suburbs. 

There are fifty-seven incorporated companies in 
Fort Worth. 

There are six clubs, including the pioneer press 
club of Texas. 

There are two daily newspapers in the city, besides 
a large number of weeklies, magazines and pamphlets. 

BANKS. 
There are six National Banks in Fort Worth, with 

a combined capital of $1,375,000 and a surplus of 
$560,000. 

There are five charitable institutions in the city. 

One Savings Bank and Trnst Company. 

  

WATERWORKS, 

Fort Worth enjoys the distinction of owning her 
own waterworks system and the municipal electric 
lighting plant. It has been found to be a most 
economical method of operating both plants, and has 
given universal satisfaction. The waterworks plant 
cost nearly $1,000,000. It is provided with the new-
est and most powerful pumps in the South. The 

city's fire pressure is 120 pounds. There are 486 fire 
hydrants used by the Fort Worth Fire Department 
for the protection of the city. There are 53.75 miles 
of cast iron water mains in Fort Worth, and the 
Artesian water supplied is the purest and best in the 
country. 

A DRY GOODS MARKET, 

	

The retail dry goods houses of Fort Worth are among 	days. Fort Worth is said to be the busiest city in 

	

the best indications of the city's up-to-dateness. 	Texas, and the crowds, on the sidewalks and the 

	

They carry immense stocks of goods in their lines, 	vehicles in the street bear out this statement. Sev- 

	

and are always abreast of the times. Their window 	eral of them have recently doubled their floor capa- 

	

displays are noted all over the state, and there are 	city and have increased their business. 
always crowds of shoppers on the sidewalks on bright 





RAILROADS, 

Fort Worth is the acknowledged railroad center of 
Texas. The city is, in fact, the hub from which 
twelve railways, all of them trunk lines, radiate like 
the spokes of a great wheel. These roads are: Texas 
& Pacific, Missouri, Kansas & Texas, St. Louis 
Southwestern, The International & Great Northern, 
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe, Fort Worth & Denver, 
Rock Island, Transcontinental, Fort Worth & Rio 
Grande, Houston & Texas Central and The St. Louis 
& San Francisco. 

The Texas & Pacific station, on the east side of the 
Al Haynes triangle,. at the foot of Main street, 
is a magnificent new red sand-stone structure, second 
for its purpose to no building in the west. It cost 
$250,000, and the waiting rooms, cafes and various 
offices are all furnished in a style of beauty most 
pleasing and picturesque. 

All the sheds are built of iron, and extend 608 feet 
in length along the one-story wing, accommodating 
baggage, railway mail, express companies' and news 
companies' rooms. Toward Front street, in front of 
the one-story wing, ample room is left for baggage 
and express wagons, without interfering with passen-
gers. The second floor forms a beautiful colonade, 
with dining rooms at the north. Kitchen and pantry 
adjoining are fitted up in the most modern style. A 
public balcony faces the east, and the west and south 
sides are divided off into comfortable offices. The 

view from the second floor, commanding the general 
waiting room, is grand. 

The sanitary arrangement has been studied with 
much care and consideration. The lighting is accom 
plished by gas and electricity, from the company's 
own plant, located in the basement. 

The sta ion can accommodate eight trains at once 
easily, and the number of passengers it can house is 
so large that it will meet all demands of the traveling 
public for many years to come. 

The new passenger station of the Gulf, Colorado 
& Santa Fe railroad and Houston & Texas Central 
railroad, situated on Jones street, is one of the new-
est and most modern buildings in the city. There 
is accommodation for six passenger trains at once, 
and the train sheds are substantial and up to date. 
The building, complete in every detail, is of red 
brick with buff brick and stone trinimingq. The 
interior of the main waiting room is particularly 
beautiful, the ceiling being of pressed steel, with 
numerous opaline electric lights pendant therefrom. 
The walls are wainscoated as high as a man's head 
with the rarest of marble, and the floor of the entire 
hall is of marble mosaic. 

The appointments of the building are perfect, and 
create much favorable ,comment from passengers 
arriving on the roads entering here. '1 he Houston 
& Texas Central and the Gull, Colorado & Sawa Fe 
use the station, and the building, complete, cost 
over $70,000. 
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OTHER IMPROVEMENTS, 
The Texas & Pacific railroad has a monster freight 

house of ornamental brick at the foot of Houston 
street, and the Santa Fe has a similar freight home 
on their property on Jones street. 

FORT WORTH'S CHURCHES, 
There are forty-two churches, of all denominations, 

in Fort Worth, all of them prospering, and many of 
them are magnificent, new and commodious build- 

ings. Among the number are numerous missions 
scattered over the city. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

There are nine fire department stations in Fort 
Worth, located in different districts of the city in 
such. a manner that there is never a run from any of 
them of over two minutes to any place in the corpo- 

rate limits of the city. The Fort Worth Fire Depart-
ment is the pride of every citizen, and is one of the 
most efficient in the United States. 

FINE BUILDINGS. 

Fort Worth is noted all over the country for her 
many handsome buildings. The Tarrant County 
Court House is the second finest .  building in Texas, 
and the finest county building in the United States. 
It is built of Texati gr.anite, 'and is .situated at the 
head of Main street, nearly a mile from the mag-
nificent new Texas & Pacific Passenger Station, at 
the other end of that 'street.' On all the business 
streets are large and modern structures of brick, 
*gene and iron, occupied by prosperous merchants in 
all classes of business. 

Tarrant County's Court House cost $500,000, and 

is the finest building of its class in the United States..  
The City Hall Is a $75,000 white stone structure, 

in which are kcated all the offices of the city officials 
and where the' municipal business is carried on. 

The Federal Building, a $175,000 red sand-stcine 
structure, is near the City Hall, In it ire located 
the Post Office, the headquarters of the Eleventh 
POstal Division, the Federal Court and the United 
States Weather Bureau, North.  Texas Division. 

The Carnegie Library Is a handsome structure and 
a motel of canvenienee. 

The vast buildings of the Texas Brewing Company 





can be seen from all parts of the city. They repre-
sent an investment of three-quarters of a million 
dollars, and their work continues. 

The large grain elevators are in evidence to the 
most casual observer, and the several large hotels 

of lofty.  buildings. 

The Protestant Infirmary is a new, commodious 
and well appointed institution, a credit to any city. 

St. Joseph's Infirmary is another of the latest and 
finest of the buildings recently erected in the city. It 
is one of the best appointed and most modern hospi-
tals in the South. 

The. Masonic Widows' and Orphans' Home is a 
$100,000 structure, situated in the eastern suburbs of 
the city, whilst the buildings of the Fort Worth  

University and the Polytechnic College are both 
models of modern architecture. 

The Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Com-
pany have recently placed their wires under ground 
on the principal streets, and have erected a modern 
building Mr their offices and central station that is a 
marvel of completeness and architectural beauty. 

The Penn Mutual Building, erected by .the old 
Fort Worth Board of Trade, is one of the finest in 
the city, built of pressed brick and pressed steel 
cornice work. 

The new Hoxie Building, in the basement of which 
are located the offices of the Fort Worth Board of 
Trade, is one of the handsome buildings in Fort 
Worth. It is fire-proof, and the most modern struc-
ture in North Texas..  

WHAT FORT WORTH NEEDS, 
The co-operation of every citizen of Fort Worth 

would be given to any new and legitimate enterprise 
or industry that desires to locate in this city. There 
have been booms in the past, but the place is now 
too large to suffer from a mushroom growth, as it did 
in years past, when real estate and other values rose 
to unreasonable figures. 

Fort Worth needs many things, among them fac-
tories. The vast new state of Texas, with her 
resources but just beginning to be developed, offers a 
field to the manufacturer that is limitless in future  

possibilities. The factory may be great or small, 
so it is conducted by men of ability and on the same 
principles that have made business successes else-
where. Fort Worth has cheap coal, plenty of water, 
and is the center of the cattle industry of the South-
west. 

To utilize these resources, Fort Worth needs more 
people in Tarrant county to make farms of the 
pastures. She needs tanneries, packeries, .paper box 
factories, pickle and preserve factories, to utilize the 
vast quantities of fruit grown near the city. She 
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needs a cotton mill, or two of them, for the cotton is 
at its door. She needs a cheese factory and a cream-
ery and dairymen's association. She needs a jug, 
tile and brick factory, for the fire clay, brick clay 
and potter's clay abounds in the county. She needs 
a barrel, hoop and box factory. Machine shops and 
manufacturers of novelties in all lines would thrive 
here: A. shoe factory is badly needed. 

Much is being done with home capital. The 
streets are being paved and straightened, parks are 
being laid out and beautified, and a general tendency 
is seen toward metropolitan development and growth. 
But foreign capital can do more, and develop faster 

the resources this thriving'• city offers to the man 
with brains and money. 

The Fort Worth Board of Trade is newly organ-
ized, numbering among its members the most repre-
sentative men of the city. The association has for 
its purposes the substantial development of the 
resources of the city. An invitation is extended to 
interested parties to address this association for 
further information about Fort Worth, and the same 
will be furnished with promptness and with much 
pleasure. Address the President or Secretary of the 
Fort Worth Board of Trade, Fort Worth, Texas. 

• 
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