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The United Daughters of the Confederacy
Volume II
Let Us Not Rest on Our Oars
My dear Daughters:
This is to you! Because of our love
for Jefferson Davis, we sold during the
past year, the reprint of his book The
Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government with remarkable success. We
placed, at the price of $4.00 per set,
1,217 copies of this great work. The
enterprise was financed by the interest
on The Jefferson Davis Foundation,
which asked nothing of its beneficiaries
except conscientious service. But we
want this Memorial Fund to be available for other and even more costly ent~rprises on the part of our organization. Therefore, while we are fresh in
the spirit of the great undertaking and
our hand well in, it is my fervent prayer
and belief that we will sell this year
?ouble the above number, thus spreadmg knowledge of Mr. Davis' notable
literary work and repaying the Foundation.
At a conference in my home Thursday
last with our good friend, Mr. Rollins
of Garrett and Massie, publishers, Mrs.
Frank Dennis, chairman of the sale of
the book, Mrs. Walter Grace of Macon
an interested and wise counsellor ancl
your President-General, it was decided
to invite you to redouble your efforts
and sell to individuals who are approachable in our various communities,
an average of two sets to a chapter. Mrs.
Dennis is pleased with the sales of last
year as am I, but let us not rest on our
oars until we have sold the number requisite to clear the edition in order that
the Foundation may not be minus anything. The minutes of the Tulsa Convention will be out now in about two
weeks, according to a notice from the
printer, just received.
Many of you have heard of the invitation extended me over long distance to
fly out to Hollywood for the purpose of
bestowing in person upon the actress
who is to play the leading role in
"Gone with the Wind," an honorary
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membership in the United Daughters of appearance in their community were
the Confederacy. I promptly declined, wrong too, because they know not how
citing our by-law governing membership truths of history may be distorted or may
or admission into U.D.C. I sent im- be tampered with in order to create demediately to the executive board notice sired effects for cinema purposes, and
of this conversation with the Selznick there may be resultant bitterness if they
studios and asked from them expression fin~ the~selves supporting either open
of opinion. Every member of the board or tmplted errors about Southern hisapproved my action and the reasons as tory. After all, we have no more congiven by me. In the meantime an article trol nor power in this matter than has
in the Boston He1'ald was sent me which Ma~garet ~i~chell who has carefully
closed with the sentence, "And what avotded clatmmg any such right, in fact
will the Daughters of the Confederacy refused enormous sums of money to do
say about the leading part in GWTW so.
being taken by an English girl instead
I want you to know that the executive
of by a Southerner?" To this I replied board unanimously approved my methbriefly that I thought it a very good od of treating this unique experience
solution of the vexed question, support- ~nd I. am grateful for their prompt and
ing this belief with the reminder that mtelltgent handling of the situation.
so often in my life I had been thrown
You will be interested to learn that
with English people of discernment th~ supervising historian on the presenwho had stated to me that they thought tatlOn of GWTW and the director of
the cultured people of the South and the accents and provincialisms are Southern
English people of like type spoke more people with whose qualifications I am
nearly alike than did people of any well acquainted. Whether their advice is
other section of the United States. After well taken or not remains to be seen. I
I had made this statement, which was trust you will not feel that this little
scattered by the Associated Press and touch of Hollywood in our sedate life is
the United Press over the country, I waste of BULLETIN space and that you
learned that the U.D.C. of two cities in will concede with Shakespeare that after
the same state had taken diverse stands all, "The play's the thing."
on the subject. One of them made a vow
Yours for U.D.C. interests
'
to boycott the play on its appearance in
DoLLY BLOUNT LAMAR.
their community, "because the leading March, 1939.
part was not given to a Southern girl,"
and the other one announced that the
five chapters in their city had voted to
Division News
sponsor the play on its appearance in
their community!
KENTUCKY
In my opinion, they were both wrong.
Miss Jessie Yager, President of the
The first, because a boycott is a bad Kentucky Division gave a talk on
weapon to use at any time on any sub- "Know Your U.D.C." at one of the
ject and also because there was no many luncheons held throughout the
cause for grief that such a wicked lady State celebrating the birthdays of Lee,
as Scarlett was not to be further identi- Jackson, and Maury. She said the Kenfied with Southern girls of the sixties, tucky Division this year will concentrate
since she was in no sense typical, being upon the marking of Southern highways
half Irish and half French.
and the plans to complete the monument
The chapters that announced de- of the Jefferson Davis shrine at Monttermination to sponsor the play on its gomery, Alabama.
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Importance of Subscriptions
New subscriptions and a goodly number of renewals are coming in. The importance of stating whether ~h~se subscriptions are chapter subscnptlons or
renewals cannot be overestimated. It is
impossible for the chairman to list them
properly unless this information is given
by the one who is sending the subscr~p
tion. Subscribers also are urged to illform the chairman of the committee
whether the BuLLETIN comes regularly
or not. In the revising of the subscription
list for this year and the handling of
other details some mistakes may be
made and unless information is forthcoming the chairman cannot know
whether the BuLLETIN is being received
promptly or not. The chairman is desirous of subscribers receiving their
BuLLETIN at the proper time, and requests them not to wait to communicate
with her on the subject. If the BuLLETIN
is not received soon after the first of the
month subscribers are urged to address
an inquiry to Anne V. Mann, Box 575,
Petersburg, Virginia.
The committee is impressing upon
you the necessity of securing subscrib-

HISTORICAL
Prize Offer
Three volumes of Poems of Trees,
a Sidney Lanier Memorial, for the best
essay on Sidney Lanier, offered by the
Arthur Manigault Chapter, Georgetown, S. C. Edited by Wightman F.
Melton, Atlanta, Georgia, value $5.00.
Volume VII of the series, published
December, 1938, includes a poem by
Margaret B. Rouquie, our Lanier chairman.
This and other prizes listed in the
Year Book are offered to members of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy only, and are limited to 2,500
words. Manuscripts must not be folded.
This prize came in too late to be included in the Year Book; it deserves
special attention, and you are asked to
regard the offer as if it were listed
among those in the Year Book.
As 1940 is the year for election to
the Hall of Fame, we should now center
our efforts upon Lanier as a candidate.
Robert E. Lee was chosen among the
first twenty-nine; later came Maury and
Poe.
Now let's put Sidney Lanier in the
Hall of Fame in 1940!
MARY H. FLOURNOY,
Historian-General.
Essay Contest in Confederate
History
Honoring her distinguished alumna,
the President-General of the U.D.C.,
Wesleyan College alumnae offer the
Dorothy Blount Lamar Scholarship of
full tuition for one year to the winner
of a competitive essay contest in Confederate history. The contest is open to
high school senior girls in every State
where there are chapters of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy.
Any girl enrolled in regular attendance in the senior class of any accredited
high school in states where there are
U.D.C. Chapters is eligible for the contest, provided that she has the recommendation of her high school principal,
and in June, 1939, will be qualified for
ers in the coming three months. The
bulk of subscriptions will be secured
during this period for when June comes,
as so many of you know, chapters hold
no meetings until the fall.

admission to Wesleyan. A student who
completes her high school course in February, 1939, is eligible.
The winner will be announced on
Dormitory Day at Wesleyan College,
April 15, 1939.
Mrs. Bennett Douglass Bell
Mrs. Bennett Douglass Bell, former
Vice President-General of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy, died in
Nashville, Tennessee, December 20,
1938. She was the widow of Judge B.
D . Bell, of the Tennessee Supreme
Court and is survived by nieces and
nephews.
Mrs. Bell was President of the Tennessee Division, and member of the
original Convention in Atlanta which
organized the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, and was a close friend of
our Founder, Mrs. Caroline Merriwether Goodlett. Mrs. Bell organized
Clark Chapter No. 13, Gallatin, Tennessee, October 29, 1895 and dearly
loved it. She served as chairman of a
number of Confederate monument projects, including Fort Donelson, the monument at Gallatin, Tennessee, the Confederate Soldiers Home in Nashville,
and four state scholarships at the University of Tennessee.
Mrs. Bell was considered one of the
best informed residents on the early history of Middle Tennessee and was the
author of numerous articles; outstanding
was "Female Education in Tennessee
before 1861" published in Confederate
Vetet"an, May, 1924. Mrs. Bell was
active in the D.A.R., organizing the
Robert Cartwright Chapter, in memory
of her great-grandfather, a soldier in the
Revolution.
A true daughter of the South she
worked to the last for the preservation
of Confederate history.
"She is not dead, such souls cannot
die,
She breathes already a diviner air
And these Eternal Visions fast and
fair,
Now stretch before her wandering
eyes."
CORINNE BoNE,
Historian, Clark Chapter.
WANTED- Several copies of the
March, 1938 issue of THE BULLETIN.
Mail to Anne V. Mann, Box 575, Petersburg, Virginia.

Jefferson Davis Monument Fund
The report of Mrs. Bashinsky, chairman of the Jefferson Davis Monument
Fund given at the Tulsa Convention
showed that the halfway mark had been
reached with a fair margin beyond, but
this represented a comparatively small
number of divisions and chapters which
had raised their full quotas.
In computing the amount to be collected the quota of fifty cents per member was based upon the 1936 membership and the first appeal was issued
upon this basis. While this is not an assessment but a requested quota, should
it not be accepted as an obligation when
the resolution calling for the erection
(so long delayed) of a statue to Jefferson Davis on the Capitol grounds at
Montgomery where he was inaugurated
as Provisional President of the Confederacy, was adopted by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy in Convention assembled? Should not every
division and chapter feel it a duty as
well as a privilege to assume its share
of the cost?
We all realize that some individuals
and some chapters cannot or do not contribute, but as in a family, some members through their generous gifts assume the debts of others thereby aiding
the Mother to fulfill her obligations.
So should each Division strive to complete its requested quota and not leave
a deficit to be paid by others.
It is to be regretted that it was not
possible to have completed the fund
and to have had the monument erected
during the administration of Mrs. Lamar who has done so much to bring Jefferson Davis before the world and to
give him his rightful place in history.
However it may be possible by a determined effort to complete the $20,000
fund before the next convention meets
in Charleston which would bring to all
who honor and revere the memory of
the Confederacy's only President the
supreme satisfaction of a duty well
done. It may be a hard pull but a pull
all together will surely land us at the
top of the hill with the "requested
quota" aboard.
Let's try.
PARKE C. BOLLING.

Division News
CALIFORNIA
The United Daughters of the Confederacy is to be featured on the program of the Golden Gate International
Exposition, May 9, the opening day of
our Convention. We hope you will be
present. While there we expect to tell
the public why we are organized and
what our work is. To explain to them
that we did not originate in bitterness
but that there was a definite need for
us. That our work is constructive and in
no way destructive. That our first
thought was to assist in reconstructing
the wrecked lives of some of our citizens, to which we have added progressive ideas. That in the State of California we are united in an educational
program. We expect to tell them of our
numerous scholarships. If we can say
that we have, in two years, placed $8,000 in the State University for two
scholarships, one in Los Angeles and
one in Berkeley, I am sure our work
will meet with much approval. To say
this, we must complete our Berkeley
scholarship. This will require the support of every member. May we have it?
We shall tell them of other phases of
our work-memorial-the benefit derived from honoring any great man or
woman in history is incalculable, but
that derived from the lives of those great
men whose birthday anniversaries we
observe in January is of especial significance, for in them the highest ideals of
the South were personified. True, their
cycle has passed, but their contribution
to society and science will extend to and
through many cycles. It is our privilege
to "Keep faithful watch and true. For
the living and the dead, Have now no
guard save you." The hand that penned
those words has long been stilled, but
the words are vibrant today.
NORTH CAROLINA DIVISION
It is a source of grief to us as we read
our daily papers, that so frequently we
find in the obituary columns, "He was
the county's last surviving veteran of
the War Between the States." It makes
us realize that our line of Gray is disappearing. Only a remnant of a great
and glorious army lives. Soon, only the
memory of their valor will be left, for
death is erasing all but the written ac-

counts of their love, their constancy, and
their sacrifices.
Impressed by the ravages of time
among our veterans and knowing how
easily the world in its haste forgets
things most dear, Mrs. L. E. Fisher,
President of the North Carolina Division, in a letter issued to the chapters
this week, makes a suggestion which
other divisions may want to follow.
Mrs. Fisher suggests that the few remaining veterans be honored, as they
pass, by being given U.D.C. State funerals and ceremonials. She feels that with
each passing it grows more and more
important to impress on the public and
especially on our youth that these heroic
figures were the defenders and builders
of our land. She asks that "Sentinels
of honor should be appointed to stand
by the casket as it lies in state at
some church or public place. School
children should be invited to view the
heroes in their Confederate Gray so

Announcing the forthcoming
publication of

Sidelights on
Southern History
by

MARY H. FLOURNOY
Historian-General United Daughters
of the Confederacy
A collection of the finest articles
on Southern history, architecture,
art, literature, medicine, military
leaders and other important subjects by this gifted writer.
The volume contains 300 pages,
fully illustrated, attractively printed
and bound.
The Introduction is by Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman.
Sidelights On Southern History
was announced to appear at an earlier
date, but because of additional material which has been added it will
now be published on March 15.
PRICE

$2.50

THE DIE1Z PRESS
109 EAST CARY ST., RICHMOND, VA.

CROSS
CURRENTS
By

K AT E M AYHEW SPEAKE PENNEY. 311 pages. Bruce Hum-

phries, Boston, $2.00.
T his novel is a notable contribution to the history and literature of
the South and contains many accurate but little known incidents relating to the War Between the States.
This scene is laid at Alatennga,
enormous plantation bordering the
States of Alabama, Tennessee and
Georgia.
Many historic persons who .figure
in the story were friends and
neighbors of the author's family.
Senator Clement C. Clay, Secretary
of State of the Confederacy, General Leroy Pope Walker, Secretary
of War, R. Barnwell Rhett and
Governor David P. Lewis.
In her childhood Mrs. Penney
heard many of the incidents which
she has recorded from Mrs. Clement
Clay Clopton, author of The Belle
of the Fifties.
The author has been a member
of the U.D.C. for many years and
her father Judge Henry C. Speake
was one of four brothers who fought
for the South.
" Mrs. Penney has given us a
novel of praiseworthy impartiality
and deep feeling."
- N ew Y ork H erald-Tribune.
"Cross Currents is very vivid, romantic and interesting and written
in beautiful English."
- Miami H erald.

"Almost miraculously fair to both
North and South."
- Dallas News.
"This is a book of noble people
with the soul of great sacrifice and
the spirit of religion portrayed."
- T he Christian Advocate.
"Cross Currents the latest novel by
Kate Mayhew Speake Penney, Birmmingham's beloved and nationally
known author is her best, not excluding US, a story of the SpanishAmerican War and the conquest of
yellow fever. H er previous books, A
Common L ot, A Woman's Problem,
and Land Poor are also well known."
-Birmingham News
and A ge H erald.
If autographed copy is pref erred order direct to Mrs. K at e
Mayhew Speake Penney, 20 Glen
Iris Park, Birmingham, A labama.

they may carry in their recollection and
be able to tell their children and grandchildren that they saw a Confederate
Veteran and the honor paid him in his
last sleep."
All the officers of the N . C. Division
have their work well in hand and are
putting their plans before the chapters
for their cooperation and the year is
being started with much interest and
enthusiasm. The minutes and calendars
were issued promptly enough to break
former records and everything looks
propitious for a good U.D.C. year m
the Old North State.
RICHMON D CHAPTER, VIRGINIA
DIVISION

library and presented pictures of Lanier
to the East End High School.
February 6th, placed Confederate flag
and wreath on the Stuart Monument
on Monument Avenue, also at Yellow
Tavern.
BROADCASTS FOR JANUARY

6th: Mrs. F. L. Brauer spoke on Confederate hospitals.
13th: Musical Program, Grace Cosby
Hudgins.
19th: Dramatization, Lee and Jackson.
20th: Stonewall Jackson, Mr. Lee 0.
Miller.
27th: Musical, old songs, Grace Cosby Hudgins.
FEBRUARY

Maury Monument decorated on Jan3rd: Through the Poetry Society of
uary 14th anniversary of his birth, and
Virginia,
Mr. DeWill Hankins spoke on
endorsed a Stamp, honoring him. This
Lanier.
had been suggested by Alexander Wed3rd : Mrs. F. L. Brauer, Lanier.
dell, U. S. Ambassador to Argentina.
6th: Mr. Lee 0. Miller, General J.
Federal authorities have been written
concerning same, also our Representa- E. B. Stuart.
tives in Congress, seeking their support.
6th: Dr. Douglas S. Freeman, General
Stuart.
At the Lee Monument, a wreath and
lOtth: A Century of St. James Church,
Confederate flag placed. Sponsored
Rev.
Churchill Gibson.
service at St. Paul's Church, honoring
17th: Mr. Lee 0. Miller, General
General Lee, all Confederate organizations invited to unite. The local com- Joe Wheeler.
mittee from the chapter on the R. E.
Lee Memorial Foundation were at the
VIRGINIA
Lee Monument for several hours, to welThe Turner Ashby Chapter, Wincome the school children who came with
chester,
met at the home of the Presitheir pennies to drop in the replica of
dent,
Mrs.
William T. Colbert, on JanuStratford. The John Marshall High
ary 19th to honor the memory of GenSchool Cadets marched to the Monueral Robert E. Lee. Poems written by
ment at 12 o'clock and formed in units
two of the Handley School students
around the monument, with the band were read by the prize winners, Miss
playing Southern airs.
Lillian Gatewood and Mr. Vance BourPresented pictures of Generals Lee gaily. "Recollections of Lee" by Chrisand Jackson to the new Maggie W alker tina Bond was read by Mrs. Buckner.
Mrs. Aiken, who now occupies the
School for the colored students, Rev.
Churchill Gibson making the address home used by General Stonewall Jackson as his headquarters, during the War
on General Lee.
A picture of General Lee was pre- Between the States, held open house
sented to the colored Armstrong High Saturday evening January 21st, in memory of Jackson and to honor Mr. George
School, by our historian, Mrs. P. J.
W . Dellinger, Company I, 23 Virginia
Kernodle, Mrs. F. L. Brauer making the Cavalry, now in his ninety-fourth year,
address.
and the T urner Ashby Chapter.
Presented Crosses of Military Service
For the three days, January 19, 20,
in the Old Hall, House of Delegates on and 21, the flag of the Confederacy
the 19th.
waved over the City Hall to honor the
Pictures of General Stuart and Sidney memory of General Lee and General
Lanier placed on display in the public Jackson.

