
Severin Browne - Bio 
 
A Californian by birth, Clyde Jack Browne, Severin’s father was working in Germany for the U.S. Army 
newspaper “Stars And Stripes” when Edward Severin Browne was born in Frankfurt, Germany in 1949. 
His older siblings were also born in Germany – Roberta in Nuremberg during 1946 and Clyde Jackson in 
Heidelberg during 1948. Music was a major force in the Browne household, and Cylde, a fan of big band 
jazz, sometime musician and definitive closet pianist and composer, even jammed with Django Reinhardt 
when the guitarist undertook an USO sponsored post-war tour of American bases in Europe. The Browne’s 
returned to California, and the Highland Park area of Los Angeles, in the early fifties. At the age of five, 
Severin - a high spirited youngster, was involved in a car accident, fracturing his jaw, pelvis and several 
ribs. He was in a coma for two weeks, but eventually recovered. Severin’s introduction to musical 
instruments came in the form of an accordion. Myron Floren, the accordionist on The Lawrence Welk 
Show, was the youngster’s hero at the time. Later Severin took up the saxophone and the drums, and 
eventually moved on to the guitar. As the Browne kids reached their teen years, the family relocated to 
Orange County. Befriending Eric Brown, Jackson and Severin, along with Eric’s younger brother, Dirk, 
formed a short-lived surfing band – Eric And The Assholes. In 1966, Severin moved to Tokyo, Japan to be 
with his father, and stayed there for the next two years. His parents had split up the previous year, and 
Clyde had gone back to work for the “Stars And Stripes.” By the late sixties both Browne brothers were 
pursuing careers as solo musicians. Jackson was a member of The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band for a short time. In 
1970 Severin, who had by that time begun composing songs, auditioned for Motown Records and was 
signed to them as a writer. Later, he signed to the label as a recording artist and his first album “Severin 
Browne,” produced by Larry Murray, was released in 1973. “New Improved Severin Browne,” also 
produced by Murray, appeared the following year. In England the latter disc was re-titled “Love Songs.” 
Tiring of the machinations of the record industry, Browne vowed he would not make another recording. The 
hiatus lasted two decades. In 1995 Severin resurfaced with “From The Edge Of The World” on Japan’s 
Moo label. Earlier in 2001, “This Twisted Road” appeared on his own Subdude imprint. Browne continues 
to perform regularly in the Southern California, with his long-time friend, James Coberly Smith. He also 
works as a guitar teacher.  
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