
Ian & Sylvia Tyson – Biography 
 
Ian Tyson was born September 25th 1933 in Victoria, British Columbia and grew upon on a homestead 
that his father owned. Privately educated, Ian grew into an adult with two great passions – the first was 
dime novel stories that glorified the old Wild West and the other, playing folk music. He went on to 
become a rodeo rider in his late teens and only turned to music and commercial art, as a means of 
earning a living, following a riding accident. While studying at Vancouver Academy of Art, he performed 
locally in a rockabilly group called the Sensational Stripes. Upon graduation Ian relocated to Toronto, 
and while working for an advertising agency during the day, quickly gained a reputation for great live 
performances on the local acoustic folk/blues circuit. Eventually able to work every night of the week, 
Tyson gave up his day job. He has never had another. The music of Chicago based folkie, the late, Bob 
Gibson was a major influence on Ian at this stage of his career. 
 
Sylvia Fricker was born September 19th 1940, and raised in Chatham, Ontario, near the US border. A 
lonely child, her small town upbringing shaped Sylvia’s approach to adult life. Much influenced by classic 
English literature, from the age of ten, Fricker determined she would be a folk singer. For a year after 
graduation from High School, Sylvia worked for a Chatham jeweller, and would occasionally travel to 
Toronto on weekends to visit folk music clubs. In the end she found a job in a Toronto clothing store and 
moved their to pursue her dream of a career in music. 
 
They first met in Toronto in 1959. She was 19. He was 26. Initially they performed together on a part-
time basis at the Village Corner. Sylvia also worked, concurrently, as a solo act at the Bohemian 
Embassy. Their full-time performing partnership began in 1961. News was filtering North of a burgeoning 
folk scene in Greenwich Village, and Iain and Sylvia concluded that the only way they were going to 
further their musical career was to move there. Performing their unique mix of traditional and 
contemporary songs, the duo soon found themselves with more college campus and club bookings than 
they could fulfil. Aided and abetted by their manager, the late Albert Grossman, they signed with 
Vanguard Records for whom they cut seven albums between 1963 and 1968. During that period they 
recorded many classic songs of their own – Ian’s “Four Strong Winds” and “Some Day Soon” and 
Sylvia’s “You Were On My Mind” [later a chart hit for We Five], spring immediately to mind. In addition 
they eagerly exposed songs by, then new young writers, Bob Dylan, Gordon Lightfoot, Phil Ochs and 
Joni Mitchell to a wider audience. Their debut album for MGM, they made two for the label, was released 
before they even cut their contract fulfilling final disc for Vanguard. Their Great Speckled Bird band 
album, and only Ampex release, was produced by Todd Rundgren. Columbia Records released the final 
pair of albums by the duo during the early seventies, but by that stage their reign in the centre-stage 
limelight had come and gone. Ian and Sylvia were married in 1964, a union which lasted eleven years 
and produced one son, Clay, who was born in 1965. At the dawn of the seventies CBC invited Ian to 
host a music show titled Nashville North. One season later it was renamed, The Ian Tyson Show, and 
remained on the networks schedule till 1975. Sylvia would appear from time to time on the programme. 
In 1975, she began working on a CBC radio show titled Touch The Earth. By the mid-seventies, the duo 
found that they had drifted apart musically and in terms of their non-musical interests. As a result, all 
aspects of their partnership were dissolved. They reunited for a CBC special and live performance at 
Kingswood Music Theatre in 1986, and afterwards each vowed they would never again appear onstage 
together. 
 
Numerous solo recordings by Ian and Sylvia appeared over the ensuing decades, but that’s a couple of 
stories for another day.  
 
Discography : Ian & Sylvia (1963) Vanguard ; Four Strong Winds (1963) Vanguard ; Northern 
Journey (1964) Vanguard ; Early Morning Rain (1965) Vanguard ; Play One More (1966) Vanguard ; 
So Much For Dreaming (1966) Vanguard ; Lovin’ Sound (1967) MGM ; Nashville (1968) Vanguard ; 
Full Circle (1968) MGM ; Great Speckled Bird (1969) Ampex ; Ian & Sylvia (1971) Columbia ; You 
Were On My Mind (1972) Columbia :  
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