
Aoife Clancy – Bio 
 
Aoife Clancy [pronounced Eefa] was raised in Carrick-on-Suir in Co Tipperary, Ireland. It was genetically 
predestined that Aoife would become a performing musician, since her late father, Bobby Clancy [d. 
September 6th 2002], was a member of that folk phenomenon, The Clancy Brothers. Bobby gave his 
daughter a guitar at the age of ten and within a handful of years Aoife was accompanying her father to 
gigs in nearby pubs. After leaving school, Aoife moved to Dublin where she studied drama at the Gaiety 
School of Acting. The following year, she was invited to do accompany Christy Moore and The Furey 
Brothers on a concert tour of Australia. Later Aoife performed on a number of Caribbean cruises with 
The Clancy Brothers, appeared at the Milwaukee Irish Festival, and as part of the Paddy Noonan Show 
undertook a seven week tour Stateside tour. She settled in the United States in 1992. 
 
In 1983, folklorist/musician Mick Moloney approached the directors of New York's Ethnic Folk Arts 
Center, Martin Koenig and Ethel Raim, with the idea of presenting a series of concerts featuring young 
American women who were involved in performing traditional Irish music. Sponsored by the EFAC and 
the National Endowment for the Arts, Moloney initially experienced problems in persuading Joanie 
Madden [flute, whistles, harmony vocals] to join the project. The concert series titled Cherish The Ladies, 
took its name from a well known Irish jig, and became a glowing success. Shanachie Records 
subsequently issued a couple of albums by the contributing players. The six-piece version of Cherish 
The Ladies, led by Madden, became a formal touring unit in the early nineties.  
 
Aoife’s debut solo recording, “It’s About Time,” was issued by the Rego Irish Record label in 1994. It 
featured traditional songs such as "Factory Girl" and "Mrs. McGrath," as well as contemporary material. 
For instance, Leon Russelson's "Don't Get Married Girls." The following year Clancy was invited to 
replace Cathie Ryan as vocalist in Cherish the Ladies. Joining the band in August 1995, Aoife stayed 
with them until April 2000. During that period Clancy toured the States, South America and Europe 
extensively, and played in excess of two hundred shows annually. She appeared on a number of albums 
released by the band, beginning with “New Day Dawning” [1996] as well as the Boston Pops 
Orchestra’s Grammy nominated “The Celtic Album” [1998]. When Aoife, like Ryan before her, left the 
Ladies to pursue her solo career, Deirdre Connolly became her replacement. During her tenure with the 
sextet, Clancy released a second solo album, “Soldiers And Dreams,” on the Rego Irish Record label.  
 
Clancy’s latest album, “Silvery Moon,” like "Soldiers and Dreams" is an intelligent mix of material 
drawn from contemporary and traditional sources. On “Silvery Moon” the contemporary song scribes 
include Mark Simos [his songs have been covered by Alison Krauss and Union Station], London based 
Irishman Ron Kavana, plus sometime Clancy Brother [and her cousin], Robbie O’Connell. Another 
cousin, guitarist Donal Clancy [a member of Celtic band Solas] plays on the album, and the collection 
closes with The Weavers’ classic “Kisses Sweeter than Wine” which Aoife performs as a duet with her 
late father. “Silvery Moon” was released in the States by Appleseed Recordings in late 2002. 
 
Discography : 
With Cherish The Ladies “New Day Dawning” [1996] ; “Live” [1997] ; “Threads Of Time” [1998] ; 
“One And All – The Best of Cherish The Ladies” [1998] ; “At Home” [1999] : 
Solo “It’s About Time” [1994] ; “Soldiers And Dreams” [1996] ; “Silvery Moon” [2002] :    
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