
Fred Neil - Bio 
 
Fred Neil was born in Cleveland, Ohio on March 16th 1936, but grew up in St. Petersburg, Florida. His 
father travelled extensively through the South Eastern United States, stocking jukeboxes with singles. 
Exposed to music from an early age, he soon persuaded his father to buy him a guitar. In the Spring of 
1958 Fred moved to New York with the intention of becoming a songwriter and performer. The previous 
fall the Look label issued his first single – “You Ain't Treatin' Me Right” / “Don't Put The Blame On Me.” 
Between 1958 and 1963 Neil released a handful of further singles on ABC Paramount, Epic, Brunswick 
and Capitol. Signed to Southern Music as a writer soon after arriving in New York, Neil also became a 
session guitarist for Paul Anka and the late, Bobby Darin. In 1959 Neil co-wrote “Candy Man,” which 
became the b-side of the Roy Orbison hit “Cryin” two years later. In 1960 Neil began performing as a 
solo act in Greenwich Village clubs - Café Wha?, Night Owl and Bitter End. While on a trip to Florida in 
1962, Neil played with Vince Martin at The Bavarian Inn in Coral Gables. The following year Fred 
recorded three songs for the FM label compilation album, “Hootenanny Live At The Bitter End.” The 
Hootenanny album was reissued in 1964 as “World Of Folk Music” with the addition of a fourth Neil 
tune. Reunited with Vince Martin, the pair undertook Village appearances at the Playhouse Café and the 
Gaslight. Signed to Elektra Records partway through 1964, the duo released one single and an album 
“Tear Down The Walls.” Although an attempt was made, early the following year, to record a live duo 
album, at The Bitter End, the project never came to fruition. In May that year, Elektra released Neil’s 
debut solo album “Bleecker & MacDougal,” a production by the late Paul Rothchild. By late 1965 
Coconut Grove, Florida was Neil’s new base, and he soon became interested in the welfare of the 
dolphins at Miami Seaquarium. In late 1996 Neil’s manager, Herb Cohen, arranged a three-album deal 
with Capitol Records. “Fred Neil” [1967] produced by the late Nik Venet (Chet Baker, Beach Boys, John 
Stewart) was the first release. It featured Neil’s best known compositions “The Dolphin” and 
“Everybody’s Talkin’.” In December that year, “Sessions,” another Venet production was released. In 
late 1969 Neil became a resident of Woodstock for a short time. That year Harry Nilsson’s interpretation 
of “Everybody’s Talkin’” was featured in the movie “Midnight Cowboy” and became a hit single. As a 
result, Capitol reactivated the “Fred Neil” album as “Everybody’s Talkin’.” The following year, Elektra 
followed suit, and “Bleecker & MacDougal” was reissued as “A Little Bit Of Rain.” Although Venet 
supervised recording sessions with Neil during 1970 the results were not released until the following 
year, as part of Neil’s final, contract fulfilling, album “The Other Side Of Life.” On Earth Day 1970, in 
partnership with Richard O’Barry, a marine biologist, Neil founded The Dolphin Research Project, in the 
hope of protecting the species. During the remainder of the seventies, Neil made further recordings none 
of which were released officially. In addition, his public appearances become fewer each year. When he 
did perform – Florida, California, Japan - it was usually to benefit his dolphin charity. The British reissue 
label See For Miles released “The Very Best Of Fred Neil” in 1986. Twelve years elapsed before any 
of Neil’s releases were back in print.  Rev-ola, a subsidiary of Creation Records [Ed. Note. Home at the 
time to Oasis] reissued “Everybody’s Talkin’” in 1998. The following year, in the USA, Collectors 
Choice reissued the Capitol albums as a 2CD package, including the 1963 Nashville Street Singers 
single and six previously unreleased cuts. In the fall of 2001 Elektra in Europe reissued “Tear Down The 
Walls” and “Bleecker & MacDougal” as a two for one package. The Japanese imprint East West had 
issued them as separate discs in 1999. In August 2000, a video directed by Diana Thater titled “Dolphin 
Project Video” was released [available at www.fredneil.com ]. Narrated by O’Barry, the soundtrack 
featured Fred performing "The Other Side Of This Life", "The Water Is Wide", "The Dolphins" and "I’ve 
Got A Secret (Didn’t We Shake Up Sugaree)." On July 7th 2001, aged 65, Fred Neil passed away at his 
home in Key West, Florida. 
                   
 
Discography: “Tear Down The Walls” with Vince Martin [1964] ; “Bleecker & MacDougal” [1965] ; 
“Fred Neil” [1967] ; “Sessions” [1967] ; “Other Side Of This Life” [1971].  
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