
Danko, Fjeld & Andersen – Bio 
 
Rick Danko - Bio 
 
Rick Danko was born in Simcoe, Ontario on December 29th 1942 and died in Woodstock, New York on 
December 10th 1999. Simcoe was a rural community and Danko was born into a musical family where 
most of the family members sang. The music of Hank Williams and Sam Cooke were early influences. 
He left school at the age of fourteen and three years later joined Ronnie Hawkins rockabilly band, The 
Hawks. The Hawks, consisting of Helm, Danko, Hudson, Manuel and Robertson, set out on their own in 
the early sixties. Dylan later signed-up the band, except for Helm, for his 1965-66 world tour. After the 
tour it was Danko who rented the big pink house in West Saugerties, and Dylan recorded “The 
Basement Tapes” [1975] there in 1966. By that time Helm had rejoined the group. In addition, they 
recorded “Music From Big Pink” and taking the name The Band they soon entered American musical 
history. The members of The Band went their separate ways in 1978 after making the album/movie “The 
Last Waltz,” their tenth recording.        
   
In 1978 Danko released and toured in support of a self-titled solo album for Arista. Minus Robbie 
Robertson, The Band reformed in 1983, and Danko also continued working as a solo act. In the 
company of Richard Manuel, Levon Helm and Garth Hudson he appeared in the movie, “Man Outside” 
[1985], and a couple of years later Homespun issued the instructional video, “Rick Danko's Electric 
Bass Techniques.” Along with Helm, in 1989, he toured as part of Ringo Starr's All-Starr Band and the 
same year The Band was inducted into the Canadian Hall Of Fame. The following year, in Berlin, Danko, 
Helm and Hudson along with Sinead O'Connor and Van Morrison, appeared in Roger Waters' “The 
Wall” concert. 
   
In 1991, Danko, Fjeld and Andersen made their recording debut with a self-titled album. It went on to win 
a Norwegian Grammy and a NAIRD for Best Contemporary Folk Album. The Band performed at the Bob 
Dylan 30th Anniversary tribute at Madison Square Garden in late 1992, and in early 1994 the group was 
inducted in the American Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. The Band issued a couple albums during the 
nineties, “Jericho” [1993], “High On The Hog” [1996] and “Jubilation” [1998]. In the meantime, 
Danko had made a second album with Messrs. Fjeld and Andersen. “Ridin’ On The Rails” was issued 
in Europe in 1994, and in the States three years later. Danko released “In Concert” [1997] and just prior 
to his passing “Live On Breeze Hill” [1999]. 
 
 
Jonas Fjeld - Bio 
 
Jonas Fjeld was born on September 24th 1952 in Drammen, Norway. His given name at birth was Terje 
Jensen. Jonas Fjeld is a fictional character created by Norwegian author, Ovre Richter Frich, at the 
beginning of the twentieth century. The fictional Fjeld is a combination of James Bond, Indiana Jones 
and numerous other superheroes. At the age of 14, Jonas made his stage debut in a local church as part 
of the duo, You And Me, performing the Monkees' "I'm a Believer." Inspired by Jethro Tull/Ian Anderson, 
Jonas went on to study the flute, although, these days, he is primarily known as a guitarist/vocalist. He 
later joined the bands - Ivy Group, Frog, Kristoffer Bors and finally, the Jonas Fjeld Rock’n’Rolf Band in 
the early seventies. Commencing in the mid-eighties, the Band won the first of a number of Norwegian 
Grammys for their rock music oriented recordings. Later that decade Fjeld turned his attention to 
acoustic music after the group disbanded having made eight albums. Anne Murray recorded Fjeld’s 
"Perfect Strangers," as a duet with Doug Mallory, and it scored a # 52 on the Country Singles Chart in 
early 1988. Jonas moved to Nashville to work as a songwriter, but in 1989 returned home to record 
“Tough Enough for Me” and the disc achieved platinum sales in Norway. In early 1991 Fjeld 
accompanied Rick Danko and Eric Andersen on a European tour at the end of which they recorded a 
self-titled album. 1993 saw the release of Fjeld’s third solo album "Texas Jensen." The trio recorded a 
second album "Ridin' On The Blinds" during 1994. Ole Paus and Jonas Fjeld cut two duet albums 
during the late nineties. Paus, a poet, penned all the lyrics. “Two Rusty Gentlemen” [1996] and 
“Damebesok” [1998] were major selling titles in Norway. In 1999 Fjeld issued a “Best of” collection 
covering his solo career and as a duo with Paus. In support of the reissue of the 1991 
Danko/Fjeld/Andersen recording now titled “One More Shot,” Jonas toured with Garth Hudson, 
Andersen and Eric's daughter Sari. Danko, Fjeld and Andersen performed a late night set at the 1991 
Molde International Jazz Festival and the recording is featured on Disc 2 of “One More Shot.” 



 
Fjeld's latest solo album “Tidevann” [2001] included the track “Rick" – a tribute to the late Rick Danko, 
and featured Garth Hudson [accordion] and Eric Andersen [guitar]. The album also included "Frozen 
North," originally written for the third trio album.  
 
 
Eric Andersen – Bio  
 
Eric Andersen was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on February 14th 1943, and raised in Amherst, New 
York. By his early teens he had taught himself to play guitar and piano, and would perform folk songs in 
high school shows. His early influences, musically, were Guthrie and The Weavers. A voracious reader  
Rimbaud, Baudelaire, Jack Kerouac, and Allen Ginsberg were Eric’s literary heroes. Following high 
school he enrolled in pre-medical course at Hobart College in Geneva, New York. At the end of his 
freshman year, Andersen and a friend spent the summer in Boston where they formed a group called the 
Cradlers. They performed at local clubs and a number of summer folk festivals. Following his sophomore 
year at Hobart, Andersen abandoned college life and headed west to San Francisco, intending to 
perform his songs in local coffeehouses and meet his Beat Generation heroes. He succeeded on both 
scores. In late 1963 at the Coffee Gallery in North Beach, Eric was performing and Tom Paxton was in 
the audience. Paxton invited him to move to Greenwich Village, New York. As for the Beats, Eric met 
Allen Ginsberg, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, and Neal Cassady at the City Lights Bookstore. The story goes 
that on November 22nd 1963, Andersen was at a poetry reading with them in Haight Ashbury when John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated. By 1964, a resident of New York City, Eric made his performing debut in 
the Village at Gerde’s Folk City. Soon afterwards, he signed a recording contract with Vanguard 
Records. Waiting for his debut album “Today Is The Highway” [1965] to be released, Eric spent some 
time in an old haunt, Boston. He played the legendary Club 47 and also attended James Joyce night 
classes at Harvard. When he returned to New York City, Eric lived for a time with Gordon Friesen and 
Sis Cunningham at Broadside Magazine HQ. The summer of 1965 found Andersen in Europe for the first 
time, and he performed at that year’s Cambridge Folk Festival. Back home, he starred with the late Edie 
Sedgwick in the Andy Warhol movie “Space.” The following year he made his debut at Newport Folk 
Festival. Brian Epstein was about to manage Andersen, but the plan fell by the wayside with Epstein’s 
death in August 1967. By the close of the seventies Vanguard had issued six Andersen solo albums, 
while Warner Bros. had released a further pair. Moving to CBS in 1972 he cut what is acknowledged to 
be one of his best album “Blue River.” The masters for his second CBS album were lost and the 
recording, “Stages,” finally surfaced in 1991. During the mid-seventies he made three albums for Arista, 
but none of them sold well. Regardless, Andersen continued to tour the States and Europe, and through 
the eighties he shuttled between Oslo, Norway, where he lived with artist Unni Askeland, and New York. 
During that decade, he made four albums in Europe. “Ghosts Upon The Road” [1989], a Gold Castle 
release, became Eric’s first American release in over a decade. Through the opening half of the nineties 
he made two trio albums with Rick Danko and Jonas Fjeld. In the late nineteen nineties, Appleseed 
Recordings issued two new Eric Andersen solo albums, with a third due to appear before the close of 
2002.       
       
Discography : As a trio only - “Danko / Fjeld / Andersen” [1993] ; “Ridin’ On The Blinds” [1994] ; 
“One More Shot” [2002] :    
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