
Los Lobos – Bio 
 
When they formed in the mid-seventies Los Lobos consisted of David Hidalgo [b. Los Angeles, California 
on October 6th 1954], Conrad Lazano [b. Los Angeles, California on March 21st 1951], Cesar Rosas [b. 
Hermosillo, Mexico on September 26th 1954] and Louie Perez [b. Los Angeles, California on January 29th 
1953]. Rosas’ family relocated to Los Angeles when he was aged seven, and the foursome became 
friends when they attended Garfield High School in East L.A. Initially their interest lay in pop music, 
particularly The Beatles. By the early 70’s Hidalgo and Perez began a serious exploration of Mexican 
roots music. Initially the quartet took the name Los Lobos del Este de Los Angeles [The Wolves of East 
Los Angeles]. 
          
In 1978 the small independent label, New Vista Records, released the band’s debut “Just Another 
Band From East L.A.” Up to that point they had almost exclusively played bars and backyards in East 
L.A., but with an album under their belt Los Lobos began venturing into the cities rock clubs. Luis Torres, 
a L.A. based journalist produced the first album. In time, the band began using electric as well as 
acoustic instruments. In 1981 The Wolves scored a support slot with The Blasters at the Whiskey-A-Go-
Go on Sunset Strip. The Alvin Brothers – Dave and Phil – became fans, as did The Blasters then 
saxman, Steve Berlin [b. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on September 4th 1955]. The following year Berlin 
and T-Bone Burnett [Alpha Band and solo] produced the seven song, mini-album “…And A Time To 
Dance” which was released by The Blasters label, Slash Records. Berlin then became the fifth member 
of Los Lobos. One of the album tracks, “Anselma,” won the Grammy for Best Mexican-American 
Performance in 1983. Berlin and Burnett also produced “How Will The Wolf Survive ?” and on the 
strength of that recording, Los Lobos tied with Springsteen’s E Street Band as Best Band of the Year in 
the annual Rolling Stone magazine poll. 
 
In 1986 the band worked with Paul Simon on “All Around The World (aka The Myth Of Fingerprints)” a 
cut on the mega selling “Graceland.” Almost a decade later, the group were guests on Elvis Costello’s 
“King Of America” [1995]. Having established the band’s profile nationally, the five piece cut “By The 
Light of The Moon” and also worked on the soundtrack of the 1987 Richie Valens biopic “La Bamba.” 
When the movie was released it brought Lou Diamond Phillips [Valens] stardom, while Los Lobos 
entered the Billboard Hot 100 with a string of single releases. Valens composition “La Bamba” earned 
the band a # 1 single, and at one stage “Come On, Let’s Go” and “One Time, One Night” were also 
[concurrent] Top 100 singles. 
 
Their previous pair of studio albums had mainly consisted of band penned originals, and almost as a 
reaction against the acclaim that “La Bamba” afforded them, “La Pistola Y El Corazon” witnessed Los 
Lobos return to their Mexican roots with a self-produced mix of traditional songs and non-band originals. 
Apart, that is, from Rosas’ “Estoy Sentado Aqui” and the Hidalgo/Perez co-penned title cut which 
translates as “The Pistol And The Heart.” The album won the 1988 Grammy for Best Rock Performance 
by a Duo or Group.       
 
“The Neighbourhood” was Larry Hirsch’s only tilt as producer, to which Mitchell Froom contributed one 
track. Froom and the band then produced “Kiko” which is thought by many to be their best effort. 
Critically lauded, sales were poor. “Just Another Band From East L.A. – A Collection” was a 2CD 
retrospective of the band’s years with the Slash label, and included live tracks and unreleased material. 
Released by Music for Little People Records “Papa’s Dream” was a collection of children’s songs with also 
featured Mexican folk singer Lalo Guerrero. Leaving Stash, by then part of the WEA empire, strange to 
relate, Los Lobos then signed with Warner Bros. “Colossal Head,” produced by Froom, Tchad Blake 
and the band, was a disappointing affair. 
 
The band members had already begun undertaking a number of side projects. The duo Houndog, 
consisted of Hidalgo and multi-instrumentalist/vocalist/blues musician Michael Halby, issued a self-titled 
album in 1999. The Latin Playboys - Hidalgo, Perez, Froom and Blake - issued “Latin Playboys” on 
Warner Bros. in early 1994. Their second album “Dose,” for Atlantic, followed five years later, and the 
same year Rykodisc issued Rosas’ solo debut “Soul Disguise.” Los Lobos scored the music for the 
movie “Desperado” [1995] and performed “Minnesota Melody” on the soundtrack of “Feeling 
Minnesota” [1996]. "Mariachi Suite" from the former movie won the 1996 Grammy Award for Best Pop 
Instrumental Performance. Towering above the foregoing achievements was that of Los Super Seven. 
The original all star line-up of Hidalgo, Rosas, Rick Trevino, Joe Ely, Flaco Jimenez, Cesar Rosas, 



Freddy Fender and Ruben Ramos, recorded a self-titled album at Cedar Creek Recording, Austin, 
Texas. The album won the 1999 Grammy for Best Mexican-American Music Performance and was also 
nominated for Best Recording Package. A follow up album, “Canto,” appeared in 2001, by which time 
the extended line-up included Trevino, Rosas, Hidalgo, Ramos, Caetano Veloso, Susana Baca, Raul 
Malo [Mavericks] and Alberto Salas. Los Lobos have also contributed tracks to a number of tribute 
albums including Buddy Holly, Johnny Thunders, Doc Pomus, Jimi Hendrix and Richard Thompson.  
 
Signed to Hollywood Records, the quintet’s final recording of the twentieth century was “This Time.” 
Hollywood also re-release the “Just Another Band From East L.A.” collection. Y2K saw the 
appearance of the 4CD box set “El Cancionero: Mas y Mas” on Rhino/Warner Archives. Moving on 
once again, this time to the Mammoth label, “Good Morning Aztlan” was released in the summer of 
2002.      
 
Discography - “Just Another Band From East L.A.” [1978] ; “…And A Time To Dance” [1983] ; 
“How Will The Wolf Survive ?” [1984] ; “By The Light of The Moon” [1987] ; “La Bamba” O/st. 
[1987] ; “La Pistola Y El Corazon” [1988] ; “The Neighbourhood” [1990] ; “Kiko” [1992] ; “Just 
Another Band From East L.A. – A Collection” 2CD retrospective [1993] ; “Papa’s Dream” with Lalo 
Guerrero  [1995] ; “Colossal Head” [1996] ; “This Time” [1999] ; “El Cancionero: Mas y Mas” 4CD 
box set [2000] ; “Good Morning Aztlan” [2002] : 
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