
Julian Dawson – Bio 
 
Julian Dawson was born on July 4th 1954 in London, and spent the early part of his life there, before his 
parents relocated to Kent. Dawson had six other male siblings and went on to attend two private 
secondary schools as a boarder. Aged eighteen he enrolled at Exeter Art College where he studied Fine 
Art and Printmaking. While attending College Julina and some other students formed a band. Offered the 
opportunity to tour U.S. bases in Germany as the vocalist in a professional band, Dawson soon 
discovered that they would only be playing cover songs so passed on the opportunity, and stayed on in 
Germany for a while before returning to UK.  
 
An intense period of gigging with numerous bands followed, wherever dates could be had. In the early 
eighties Julian self-released a cassette, and continued performing in the UK and also in Germany, and  
completed some recording sessions at Can Studios near Cologne. Signed to Polydor Records, the 
albums “As Real As Disneyland” and “Luckiest Man In The Western World” featured guest 
appearances by Richard Thompson, PP Arnold and Toots Thielemans. “Live On The Radio” became 
Dawson’s first Stateside release, on the now defunct Watermelon Record label, based out of Austin, 
Texas. Julian’s next record deal, with BMG/Ariola found him establishing a foothold in Nashville as a 
writer, and it was there that he cut “Fragile As China” which was produced by, E Street Band alumni, 
Garry Tallent. Guest players on the album included Vince Gill, Michael Henderson, Jerry Douglas and 
Dennis Locorriere, with whom he began writing songs.          
   
On the live album, “June Honeymoon,” Dawson’s road band included Steuart Smith [guitar] and Vince 
Santoro [drums]. Tallent also produced “Headlines,” by which stage Dawson had joined Iain Matthews, 
Andy Roberts and Mark Griffiths in the reformed line-up of Plainsong. Between 1992 and 1996 Dawson 
recorded a trio of albums with the quartet before leaving to pursue his solo career. Clive Gregson took 
Dawson’s place, and Plainsong made a few more recordings before calling it a day once more. A 
reformed version of Plainsong, that includes Dawson, will release a new album in the Spring of 2003 and 
undertake a European tour soon afterwards. 
 
The career [to date] retrospective ”How Human Hearts Behave” released by BMG included some 
Stewart Lerman produced cuts specially recorded for the disc. They included a duet with Lucinda 
Williams “How Can I Sleep Without You” and a couple of tracks featured The Roches. “Travel On” was 
recorded at Dreamland Studios in Woodstock, New York and the collection included co-writes with Nicky 
Hopkins, Jules Shear [a Woodstock resident] and Willie Nile. In 1996 Dawson wore the producer’s hat 
for the first time on Charlie Louvin’s 1996 album “The Longest Train.” Cut in New York City, and 
probably influenced by his stint with Plainsong, “Move Over Darling,” was pretty much an acoustic 
album. It featured contributions from Steuart Smith, Richard Thompson, Dan Penn and The Roches. 
Apart from his early career self-release, strange to relate, “Under The Sun” was the first album Dawson 
recorded in England. By way of celebrating a quarter of a century in the music business, Dawson cut the 
live album “Cologne Again Or” [#]. That year he appeared at the Tonder Festival in Denmark and the 
Newport Folk Festival. 
 
During the same summer, in California, Dawson recorded “Hillbilly Zen” with ex-Byrd Gene Parsons. In 
the fall of 2002 during a trip to Austria with Iain Matthews to play a show for flood victims in Thalgau, the 
Sony imprint released the limited edition live disc, “Songs From The Red Couch.” It had been recorded 
during the duo’s 1996 Austrian tour. Eighteen songs from the November 2002 concert that Iain and 
Julian Dawson gave in Thalgau, Austria, surfaced on the album “Flood Damage” during the summer of 
2003. To date, Dawson’s compositions and song collaborations have been recorded by Rosie Flores, 
Charlie Louvin, Sean Keane, Gerry Rafferty, Glenn Tilbrook, Del Amitri, Dan Penn, Iain Matthews, and 
Richard Thompson. In addition to his own recordings, Julian has appeared on albums by Kimberley 
Rew, John Wesley Harding, Jerry Donahue, Albion Band, David Halley, The Roches and Greg Trooper.                      
 
Discography : 
with Plainsong “Dark Side Of The Room” [1992] ; “Voices Electric” [1994] ; “Sister Flute” [1996] ; 
“Pangolins” [2003] : 
with Gene Parsons “Hillbilly Zen” [2002] 
with Iain Matthews “Songs From The Red Couch” [2002] ; “Flood Damage” [2003] : 
Solo “Cheap Pop For Poor People” privately issued cassette [1981] ; “Let Out The Pig” [1982] ; 
“Cold Cold World” 12” single [1984] ; “As Real As Disneyland” [1987] ; “Luckiest Man In The 



Western World” [1988] ; “Live On The Radio” [1990] ; “Fragile As China” [1991] ; “June 
Honeymoon” live promotional release [1992] ; “Headlines” [1993] “How Human Hearts Behave” 
compilation [1994] ; “Travel On” [1995/96] ; “Steal That Beat – The Lost Album” [1996] ; “Never 
Mind The Ballads” compilation [1996] ; “Move Over Darling” [1997] ; “Spark” compilation USA only 
[1999] ; “Under The Sun” [1999] ; “Cologne Again Or” [2001] :    
 
Note. 
[#] A pun on the title of the 1968 Arthur Lee and Love song?  
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