
 
James McMurtry – Bio 
 
James Lawrence McMurtry was born on March 18th 1962 in Fort Worth, Texas. He is the son of the prolific 
Pulitzer Prize winning novelist and screenwriter, Larry McMutry [“The Last Picture Show,” “Terms of 
Endearment,” and “Lonesome Dove” etc]. When his parents split up, James initially moved to Houston 
with his father. Later he lived in Leesburg, Virginia with his mother, an English professor, and at the age of 
seven his father gave him a guitar. His mother promptly showed him a few chord positions, but essentially 
he is a self-taught guitarist. His teenage musical influences amounted to The Band and Kris Kristofferson. 
At the University of Arizona, McMurtry studied English and Spanish and began performing cover songs in 
local clubs and bars, particularly the Saw Mill Cafe. When he finished his studies in 1984 he returned to 
Texas and took a job as a barman. In 1987, based out of San Antonio, Texas, McMurtry was one of the six 
winners of the annual Kerrville Folk Festival songwriters competition, along with Buddy Mondlock and 
Pierce Pettis. Although he had been writing fragments of songs for years, McMurtry has claimed in 
interview, that he first completed a whole song at the age of 25.  
 
Larry McMurtry wrote the screenplay for “Falling From Grace” [1992] a film that marked John Cougar 
Mellencamp’s directorial and acting debut. Mariel Hemingway plays Mellencamp’s wife, and John Prine 
also appeared in the movie. When first working on the film project in the late eighties, McMurtry handed 
Mellencamp a copy of his son’s demo tape. James’ debut album “Too Long In The Wasteland,” produced 
by Mellencamp, was released by CBS. It featured "Crazy Wind" and "Talkin' at the Texaco," songs that 
James had performed when winning the Kerrville competition. The same year James took the part of Jim 
Rainey in the mini series, “Lonesome Dove” [1989]. McMurtry recorded two more albums for CBS, 
“Candyland” produced by Mellencamp road band member Mike Wanchic, and “Where’d You Hide The 
Body” produced by Don Dixon. McMurtry appeared on the soundtrack of “Falling From Grace” 
performing “Sweet Suzanne,” as part of a super-group called Buzzin’ Cousins, which featured Mellencamp, 
John Prine, Joe Ely and Dwight Yoakam. Since 1997 he has released three albums on the Sugar Hill label. 
“It Had To Happen," produced by Lloyd Maines, won an American Indie Award. Maines also produced 
“Walk Between The Raindrops.” Now based in Austin, Texas McMurtry’s his band consists of Lisa 
Mednick (accordion), Daren Hess (drums) and Ronnie Johnson (harmony vocals/bass). When touring 
further afield McMurtry performs with Hess and Johnson. McMurtry’s self-produced, final Sugar Hill album 
“Saint Mary Of The Woods” appeared in the summer of 2002. Moving on to the Houston, Texas based 
imprint, Compadre Records the label issued the in concert recording “Live In Aught-Three” which 
featured McMurtry supported by his road band, the Heartless Bastards. It was recorded at the Zephyr in 
Salt Lake City, 12th And Porter in Nashville and Orange Peel in Asheville, N.C. The disc appeared in the 
spring of 2004 and apart from reprising songs from all of his studio albums apart from “Candyland,” the 
disc also included one previously uncut song, “Lights Of Cheyenne.”  
 
Remaining with the Compadre label, McMurtry’s next self-produced, studio effort, was titled “Childish 
Things” and released in the late summer of 2005, merged ten of his originals with covers of Jay Webb’s 
tune “Ole Slew Foot” featuring a duet vocal by Joe Ely, and Peter Case’s “Old Part Of Town.” Prior to the 
2004 U.S. Presidential Election McMurtry posted band and solo acoustic mp3 versions of the lyrically 
controversial “We Can’t Make It Here” on his web site. A totally unedited version of the song appeared on 
“Childish Things.” “Just Us Kids” was the first release for Nashville-based Lightning Rod Records; a 
label helmed by Logan Rogers who previously worked as Vice President of A&R for Houston based 
Compadre Records. A self-produced collection of twelve new McMurtry songs, in addition to the ever 
present Heartless Bastards, the session players included C.C. Adcock, Jon Dee Graham, Ian McLagan and 
Timbuk3's pat mAcdonald. James’ seventeen year-old son Curtis plays baritone saxophone on the albums 
opening track “Bayou Tortous.” 
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