
The Band Of Heathens – Bio 
 
The Band Of Heathens are an Austin, Texas based five-piece, ‘currently’ composed of 
singer/songwriters and guitarists Colin Brooks, Gordy Quist and Boston bred Ed Jurdi, plus the ‘backline’ 
of bassist Seth Whitney and drummer John Chipman. Back in 2005 the foregoing trio of 
singer/songwriters all played in bands that, weekly on a Wednesday night, held down a residency at the 
local club Momo’s. By 2006 these weekly shows featured a deal of ‘sitting in’ with the other bands and 
came to be known as the Good Time Supper Club. Concurrently Brooks, Quist and Jurdi played in 
sundry other Austin based musical aggregations and also pursued solo performing/recording careers. In 
2003 Brooks was one of the half dozen annual winners of the New Folk Songwriting Contest at the 
Kerrville Folk Festival, and Quist was a winner of three years later. 
 
History relates that local newspapers began listing the appearance by The Heathens at the Good Time 
Supper Club, although in time this ‘loose collective’ adopted the name The Band Of Heathens. The 
band’s Fat Caddy label released debut, a live album – recorded on 3rd and 10th May 2006 – was 
appropriately titled “Live From Momo’s.” Brian Keane, the fourth singer/songwriter in the original line-
up, departed soon after the Momo’s album was released; the percussionist on the latter recording was 
Eldridge Goins, while local legend Guy Forsyth ‘sat in’ and blew some harp and added background 
vocals. Going on tour across the length and breadth of Texas, the band subsequently made forays 
westward as far as Colorado/New Mexico and eastward into Georgia. During SXSW 2007 at the annual 
Austin Music Awards, and much to their ‘collective surprise’, The Band of Heathens scored the Best New 
Band title. The band also placed second in a number of other categories - Band of the Year behind 
Asleep at the Wheel, Album of the Year for their ‘live’ debut, Mark Addison as Best Record Producer for 
the latter release, Song of the Year for “Bumblebee” and Best Concert Poster for the band’s debut album 
release party at Momo’s. A band performance later that year, on June 1st 2007, at the local blues music 
venue Antone’s was filmed and released in early 2008 as the DVD/CD set “The Band Of Heathens 
Live At Antone’s.” The foregoing DVD was directed and produced by Shane Metcalf, and the band’s 
Antone’s performance also included keyboard input from Chip Dolan. 
 
The sessions for their self-titled and self-released debut studio recording, issued in the late Spring of 
April 2008, took place at The Zone Studio in the small township of Dripping Springs, which is located just 
west of Austin. This eleven-song collection was penned, together and separately, by Messrs. Brooks, 
Quist and Jurdi, plus there was one co-write by Gordy and San Marcos based writer/performer Adam 
Carroll, and the disc was produced by the redoubtable Ray Wylie Hubbard and mastered by Gurf Morlix. 
In addition to Hubbard and Morlix, local performers Patty Griffin and Steve Bruton also contributed to the 
recording sessions.               
 
Discography : “Live From Momo’s” [2006] ; “The Band Of Heathens” [2008] : 
DVD - “The Band Of Heathens Live At Antone’s” included a live CD [2008] : 
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