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Andy Wilkinson (AW): 

—because usually, good things happen when it’s off, and so. I’ll say this is Halloween, and it’s 

the thirty-first of 2013. Andy Wilkinson in the boardroom at the First National Bank in George 

West, with Pauline Word. Is that P-a-u-l-i-n-e? 

 

Pauline Word (PW):  

That’s correct. 

 

AW:  

Okay. W-o-r-d? 

 

PW:  

R-d. Palabra. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Good. And we’ll be talking about George West Storyfest. I was just going to tell Mrs. Word 

what we do and why we do it so you’ll kind of have some idea of what we’re looking for. An 

archive is like a library, only without books. It’s a library of ideas and information, what we call 

first-source information. Instead of someone telling you about something, we get the person that 

did it to tell. So we have things like diaries, and journals, and letters, and photographs, that kind 

of material. Business records. Kind of things that two hundred years from now, somebody could 

go back into and recreate what was happening at this time. Not the headlines, but the stuff on the 

back page, you know? 

 

PW:  

Everyday life.  

 

AW:  

Exactly. Which is something that disappears pretty fast because everyday life changes all the 

time. 

 

PW:  

Oh wow. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. I mean, what used to be the restaurant down the street, now, is something else. You know, 

the Walmart has replaced a lot of mom and pop things, and did it overnight. And who was 

paying—you know, that kind of thing. But an important part of that is what we call an oral 

history interview, which is—an interview is really strong term for it. It’s more like an oral 

history conversation, because it’s you, in your own words, telling us about this particular event 
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and idea. And that’s about as first-source as we can get, I think. So that’s it. If you have 

questions, let me know. I don’t—we don’t erase and change things on the interview. 

 

PW:  

Oh dear. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Simply to—so that the integrity of it maintained. 

 

PW:  

Okay. 

 

AW:  

But I say, “Change.” I mean, physically changing. If you want to say, “Wait, wait, it wasn’t the 

year. It was this year,” or that kind of thing, we’ll add that in. 

 

PW:  

I won’t be quoting years, believe me. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Then you’re like me. I’m in good company. If you need to pause the tape, tell me and I’ll do—or 

you can pick it up. It doesn’t matter. And if you have something that you are concerned with, 

whether it should be recorded or not, say that you want to pause it for a minute and we’ll discuss 

it, then we’ll go back. That’s perfectly acceptable, too. I doubt that anything about Storyfest will 

be like that, but you never— 

 

PW:  

Oh no, nothing.  

 

AW:  

But sometimes people worry, in fact, too much about that. What will happen to the interview is 

that we archive it at our collection, and people who want to listen to it can do so for scholarly 

purposes. And I’ll give you a form at the end of the thing that says, yes, your approval to that. 

So, anyway, that’s that. Questions before we get started? 

 

PW:  

No. 

  

AW:  

Okay, good.  



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
7 

PW:  

I kind of knew what an archive was, but that’s okay.  

 

AW:  

Some people do and some people don’t. 

 

PW:  

It’s good to explain. There are different types of archives.  

 

AW:  

Um-hm, yeah. And some folks get it confused with museums, which we’re not quite the same as 

a museum, and we’re not quite the same as a library. We’re kind of like in between. So, good. 

Well, it’s good that you know that. Well, I do need to get some basic information from you, 

though, so that two hundred years from now people know which Pauline. 

  

PW:  

There was another—well, another Pauline Dobie, but that was my maiden name.  

  

AW:  

D-o-b-i-e? 

 

PW:  

D-o-b-i-e, yes.  

 

AW:  

As in—are you kin to J. Frank? 

 

PW:  

Yes, I am. 

 

AW:  

Wow, that’s cool. That’s a great— 

 

PW:  

First cousin twice removed. He and my grandfather were first cousins.  

 

AW:  

Really? 
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PW:  

All raised here in southern Live Oak County.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Well now, that’s terrific. What’s your date of birth? 

 

PW:  

8/26/1946.  

 

AW:  

Great. So it’s not that long ago you just had a birthday, right?  

 

PW:  

[Laughs] No. 

 

AW:  

And were you born here in Live Oak County? 

 

PW:  

I was born out on the ranch that I now manage. The doctor came out there and delivered me, but 

my mother came for prenatal care here to George West. 

  

AW:  

Oh really? 

 

PW:  

Yes. 

 

AW:  

What’s the name of the ranch? 

 

PW:  

Dobie Ranch, we call it now. 

 

AW:  

Okay. And it’s in Live Oak County? 

 

PW:  

It’s in northern Live Oak County, yes sir.  
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AW:  

Did you ever move away and live somewhere else? 

 

PW:  

Yes, when I went to college. And then, when I married my husband, we were on Guam during 

the Vietnam War. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Really? Wow. Where did you go to college? 

 

PW:  

Well, they call it Texas State University now.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. San Marcos.  

 

PW:  

Um-hm. It was Southwest Texas State College then. SWTSC. [Laughs] 

 

AW: 

What did you study? 

 

PW:  

I was studying pre-nursing—nursing.  

 

AW:  

Is that how you wound up in Guam? 

 

PW:  

No. I decided—I didn’t graduate, but I decided to—my husband and I decided to marry, and he 

was going to go over there for eighteen months and I was going to stay here. Well, I got to 

working and I said, “You know, I can earn my way over there,” and so I did. He was there nine 

months and I came over. So it was like a long island honeymoon for nine months. It was 

wonderful. I think all young people need to get away from everybody and learn to rely upon each 

other. And I think that really strengthened our marriage from the beginning. We made good 

friends that we’re still friends with, forty-something years later. 

 

AW:  

That’s great, yeah. Did you come back, then, to the ranch? 
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PW:  

Well, no. I don’t live on the ranch. My two siblings do. But I live here and they— 

  

AW:  

But you manage it. 

 

PW:  

But I manage it, and we all work together. We didn’t want to split it up. We wanted to have it 

remain in one piece, because you’re destroying the habitat of a lot of animals. Breaking up a 

ranch destroys the habitat of a lot of animals. And I’m—that’s one of my concerns. But anyway, 

we went to Fort Worth, his last duty station. He had a job up there, but he said, “No, I want to go 

back to Live Oak County.” His mother was still here, and he took care of her, and my parents 

were both still alive. And so, I didn’t come back to the ranch. We came and settled in George 

West. So I’ve lived in George West since 1968, something like that. 

 

AW:  

Oh gosh. 

 

PW:  

Oh yes. I think that’s—yes, I think that’s correct. Nineteen sixty-eight, I believe, is when we 

came back, when his tour of duty ended. 

 

AW:  

That’s great. What was the name of the ranch when you born there? 

 

PW:  

Well, my grandfather, of course, was raised—I’m, like, the fifth generation of both on my 

grandmother’s side and my grandfather’s side in Live Oak County. So when he came back—and 

that’s another long story, too—but he was looking for a place to buy, and he bought that place up 

there. And we called it—well, it’s half of the town site of Suniland, which was an old— 

 

AW:  

S-u-n-n— 

 

PW:  

S-u-n-i—well, I spelled with one n, some people spelled it with two n’s. Suniland. That was the 

speculator’s name. You bought twenty acres and you got a lot in Suniland. 

 

AW:  

S-u-n-i— 
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PW:  

S-u-n-i-l-a-n-d. Suniland. And that has quite a history, too, [laughs] I’m finding out with the 

Eagle Ford Shale, but I knew that before it ever came. But anyway, I forgot where I was now. 

 

AW:  

Oh, about buying half. 

 

PW:  

Oh, oh, oh. My grandfather bought it. On his letterhead he called it “SND”, because his name is 

Sterling Neville Dobie. So he called it SND Ranch. We really never had a name for the ranch. 

When my daddy bought him out, we just called it “the ranch.” So when we didn’t want to break 

it up, we had to take an assumed name or a DBA [Doing Business As], so we took “Dobie 

Ranch” since we were all Dobie’s. I don’t know, there may be another Dobie Ranch in the area, 

but that’s—and then, I assumed my brother would manage the ranch, but that didn’t happen and 

so, I’ve been—my mother and I—my father died unexpectedly at fifty-five, so my mother and I 

ran the ranch together for—oh goodness—since 1980—1979, I guess. Nineteen eighty, probably. 

So I’ve had a long association with that piece of land.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, that is.  

 

PW:  

He bought—my grandfather bought it in 1945, and I was born there in 1946.  

 

AW:  

Wow. What kind of cattle down here? 

 

PW:  

Well, we raised—have Brangus cattle. I feel like you need a little Bremer up there those old 

caliche hills, and it’s pretty rough land, and so you need a little Bremer in them. But people raise 

all types. People have what they call F1’s, which are—I call white-face tiger stripes. A cross 

between Bremer and a Hereford. And some people have a Charolais because it sells well. And 

some people have Angus, which Brangus is a cross between Bremer and Angus. People just—

and our neighbor has—he always laughed about that. He’s dead now, but he has red Angus, so.  

Or red Brangus. Red Brangus, I’m sorry. Not red Angus, but red Brangus. He said, “You’re 

raising the wrong color.” [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

I’m beginning to see a lot of red Brangus up in the Panhandle.  
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PW:  

Yes. They probably do pretty well, I imagine. Of course, there’s Santa Gertrudis and Beefmaster. 

Not very many Santa Gertrudis; more Beefmaster, which has some Bremer in it, and shorthorn 

and Santa Gertrudis. So there are a lot of different types. Although, there are fewer cattle now. 

You’re probably aware of this. The population of cattle because of this drought. The weather 

we’ve had is the lowest since the fifties and that’s pretty bad. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, we’ve—up in Panhandle, we’ve seen a number of feed lots close that have been there for 

fifty years. 

 

PW:  

It’s terrible. 

 

AW:  

Town of Plainview lost roughly a fourth of their jobs. Cargill closed their packing plant. 

 

PW:  

People don’t realize how many jobs agriculture supplies, and how important agriculture is to our 

economy. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Well, as we like to say—people think that food grows in grocery stores. 

 

PW:  

That’s absolutely correct. Even my sister, who’s two years younger than I—she attended the 

University of Texas at Austin and graduated from there. And she said, “I was in one class and 

that’s the first thing you have to learn that food is not purchased,” but some of them in her class, 

even that far back—not too many generations removed from a farm or a ranch—said, “Oh well. 

I’ll just go to the grocery store.”  

 

AW:   

“We can just go to the grocery store.” Yeah, yeah. “What are you going to do when we run out 

of food?”, “Well, I’ll go to the grocery store.” 

 

PW:  

Some of these animal rights activists says, “Don’t kill those animals. Go buy your meat in the 

store.” And I’m going, “Uh, duh.” [Laughs] It’s just—yeah.  
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AW:  

Well, it’s very interesting. So you were living in George West when the Storyfest got started. 

 

PW:  

Oh yes. 

 

AW:  

How did the—how did it come about? What was the idea that sparked it? 

 

PW: 

Well, I’m not quite sure, but I have been told the committee—and I thought they were real wise 

in doing this—I think they wanted to have some venue to draw people to George West to have 

some kind of a festival. And let’s see. 

 

AW:  

So there weren’t festivals going on at the time? 

 

PW:   

Oh, there was nothing. Oh, there’s been nothing here. So we said—well, they needed something, 

and so I’m assuming the committee decided that, you know, “We all tell yarns around here since 

J. Frank”—they got a—right on the courthouse lawn, they have a historical marker saying, “J. 

Frank Dobie was born here and raised here”—mainly, raised here. And so I think they settled on 

storytelling, and began with that, and started organizing that. I know the—I call him the 

“Schneider Boy.” [Laughs] I don’t know what he—he’s in his fifties, probably, was one of the 

main instigators, and I don’t remember who was on the original committee, but they wanted 

some venue that would bring people here so they would know about George West. Although, 

when I travel, you’d be surprised. It’s a small world in South Texas, I know, but in other states—

and I’ll be talking to people and they’ll say, “Well, I know somebody in Three Rivers or George 

West,” or, “I’m related to—know somebody that’s related to somebody.” It’s amazing how many 

people we have exported from the area. And we do because—until lately, there have not been an 

abundance of good-paying jobs in this county, or in the area. 

 

AW:  

Until the oil recent— 

 

PW:  

Until the Eagle Ford Shale. You know, Valero was just about it. And maybe, being a teacher, 

which is not the highest paid job in the world. It needs to be more highly paid, I think, but 

anyway, that’s opinion. But this is my opinion, so I’m telling you. But anyway, I think that was 

the original idea.  
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AW:  

When did you get involved with it? 

 

PW:  

Well, you know, I’ve really never been involved with it. Believe it or not—except attendance. 

But I was a member of a women’s club. We staffed the information booth that gave information, 

sold the performer’s tapes, or CDs, and books, and the t-shirts, and things like that, so that we 

could sell our pecans as our fundraiser without any charge. And we did that for several years. 

But I really—that’s one thing I have not volunteered to do. I volunteer to do a lot of other things, 

but I never became involved, per say, in Storyfest, except in my attendance. But I’ve attended 

either twenty-two or twenty-three of them. I’ve only missed— 

 

AW:  

This is the twenty-fifth, right? 

 

PW:  

This is the twenty-fifth, yes. I’ve only missed a few of them. And I like this venue. I like that 

they chose to have a family-oriented fun time where people could come, and it’s free. You don’t 

have to spend any money unless you want to. You can come in and listen to the professional and 

amateur tellers. You can come in and enjoy different types of music. We’ve had Ballet 

Folklorico. You can see cloggers. You can see historical reenactors. My brother comes and he’s 

a flint knapper. He makes arrowheads. He’s done that a lot—many years, ever since he was a 

kid. And so there’s a lot of things, I think, that you can come—I sound like an advertisement, 

don’t I? There’s a lot of things that you can come and enjoy at Storyfest. And you can stay as 

short a time or as long a time as you want to. And a lot of people stay for the street dance. I don’t 

dance, so I usually don’t go to the street dance, but they usually have some well-known South 

Texas, or— 

 

AW:  

Yeah, a friend of mine is playing this one. 

 

PW:  

Oh okay. Okay. South Texas or Texas-known band and lead artist. So it’s—I think it’s just great 

that they decided to do that. 

 

AW:  

Has it been well-received by the community? 

 

PW:  

I think so. I think the attendance has fluctuated off and on over the years, but it’s been well-



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
15 

received. I’ve never heard anybody say anything negative, at least they haven’t expressed it to 

me about Storyfest. It brings in people, I know from the South Texas area, because I’ve talked to 

some of the people. Some of them from Corpus, or here, or there. And they seem to enjoy it and 

some of them have come back. So I think it has been well-received by the community.  

 

AW:  

And so the attendance is—it’s not—George West is not large enough to support it just by itself. 

 

PW:  

Oh no, not by the attendance of George West. But I think we have mainly a lot of George West 

people, because I go around and we—that’s when we see everybody and visit. But we also have 

people from Three Rivers, too, and that area. I see them and we visit. 

 

AW: 

Yeah, and you’re just a hop and a skip from Corpus. 

 

PW:  

Oh yes. We’ve have people from Corpus and Porter. Different people come from the area just to 

see what Storyfest is about as their advertisement has accomplished that. In fact, I saw—I 

mentioned to Mary Margaret, I said, “I saw the Storyfest blurb”—I’ll call it—“on one of the San 

Antonio channels.” And I said, “I realized it was Storyfest by the time it was over.” She said, 

“Yeah, all we could afford was seven-second things.” And I’m going, “That’s what I realized 

when we—[laughs]—when I saw it.” And I’ve seen it a couple times. So they’re advertising in 

San Antonio, too, so we may have some more people from that area come in. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. It’s close to San Antonio. I’d forgotten driving down— 

  

PW:  

Yes. It’s only about an hour, hour and a half, down 37, so it’s real convenient. And people 

probably know where George West is because they come to coast down 37 all the time, anyway. 

But I think that’s one thing that makes—we were talking about the volunteers, or I don’t know 

if—there are a lot of volunteers. There’s only, like—Mary Margaret may be the only paid 

professional. But I think that’s—it’s another thing that makes Storyfest a success, because 

there’s so many people in George West and around the area that come and volunteer their 

expertise and their services to make it a success. It’s a lot of work to set up, and it’s a lot of 

work—because it’s an all-year planning thing, I know. 
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AW:  

I asked Mary Margaret at dinner last night, “When do you start full-time on this?” She said, “Oh, 

August, but I work on it year round.”  

 

PW:  

That’s right. 

 

AW:  

I’m sure that’s true. 

 

PW:  

Especially, looking for the tellers and musical groups. So you have to keep your ear—I know she 

keeps—that expression, “Keep your ear to the ground so you’ll be able to find what people will 

enjoy.” But I think—and she’ll probably tell you, too, that she couldn’t do it without all of the 

volunteers that she had. 

 

AW:  

Oh yeah. I’m sure that’s right. 

 

PW:  

You may interview some of them. Glynis Strause will give you—will tell you. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Well, there’s—you know, there are communities that have events and they’re not always 

unifying, sometimes they’re divisive. You know, one group in town is in favor of it and one 

group is not. And I take it that that’s not the case in George West. 

 

PW:  

I don’t think it is. I haven’t been among those. If there is a divisive group, I haven’t ever heard 

anybody say, “Let’s quit having Storyfest. I don’t think that’s a good thing for the community or 

for the county.” I’ve never heard anyone say that. Like I said, I’ve never heard anything 

derogatory about Storyfest. And I like the shirts. I have bought—I’ve purchased—this is their 

last year’s shirt, and it says— 

 

AW:  

“Find the storyteller within.” I like it. 

 

PW:  

Yes. I’ve purchased all the shirts and I don’t have them all now because I wear them to the ranch 

to work up there, and I’ve worn out some of them. The one that they had on, that was one of the 
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very first ones. And the little cowboy logo was designed by one of our local young men here. Of 

course, he’s not young. He’s in his fifties now. I say “young man.” Seems young to me. I had 

worn that shirt out several years ago. That’s why I said, “Oh, I see you’re wearing the old-new 

Storyfest shirt.” So I’ve enjoyed their t-shirts a lot, too.  

 

AW:  

That’s good. Has the festival changed over these twenty-five years? 

 

PW:  

[clears throat] I don’t think so. It’s still rooted in the storytelling tradition. They still have great 

storytellers that come, and good musicians that come. Oh, they’ve added the Red Wagon Parade. 

That’s always cute to— 

 

AW:  

What is that? 

 

PW:  

Oh, she didn’t tell you about the Red Wagon Parade?  

 

AW:  

No.  

 

PW:  

[clears throat] Excuse me. My drainage. I don’t—it hasn’t always—they added it a few years 

ago. Maybe five, ten years ago. Five or ten years ago. And businesses and organizations decorate 

the wagon—it’s representative of what their organization or business stands for. 

 

AW:  

And when you say “red wagon”, you mean like a little— 

 

PW:  

A little red wagon you pull with— 

 

AW:  

Like a Radio Flyer? 

 

PW:  

Yes, like a Radio Flyer. They decorate that and then some of them dress up in costume and they 

have a parade. It’s right after, usually, the opening ceremonies for Storyfest. Sometimes the band 

comes and plays ahead of them. And they have the parade just around the square here so 
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everybody can see the red wagons. And then, there’s judging and trophies awarded for various 

categories, so I think that’s a real cute thing they’ve added. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, and not so daunting as having to do a whole float. 

 

PW:  

Oh no. Right. That’s true. You know, another thing I thought of that I like: all the food vendors 

are local or area non-profit organizations. Anything from our 4-H to our church youth groups to 

the Lions Club to—who else? Brush Country Cattle Women. All those. And I think they do 

make a profit, because most of them come back year after year. So you can count on whatever 

they’re selling—if you want to purchase food here—to be there. 

 

AW:  

So if you like that particular offering, you can count on it. 

 

PW:  

Yes, but I like it that they let our local non-profits benefit from Storyfest, and I think that helps in 

its appeal, too. So there’s a lot of things that make Storyfest a success. It’s just not a venue to 

bring people in. It’s a venue, I think, for the people here, too, and for the family. I think that’s 

important. 

 

AW:  

Sometimes when things don’t change, though, the attendance goes down. And so how—by 

keeping the format the same, how has it kept up? 

 

PW:  

I don’t know. Well, they don’t have the same speakers. They get different speakers. They get 

different— 

 

AW:  

So while it’s still stories and music, they’re different ones. 

 

PW:  

Oh yeah. We don’t have—they don’t have the same performers every year. Although, I like—my 

professional teller who I really like is Dennis Gaines. He’s my favorite. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, he’s a friend of mine. 
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PW: 

I love Dennis Gaines. And I don’t know if he’s going to— 

 

AW:  

I don’t think he’s going to be here this year. 

 

PW:  

I know.  

 

AW:  

We were hoping that he would. 

 

PW:  

Yes, but always try to listen to Dennis’ stories. I really enjoy Dennis. 

 

AW:  

He’s animated, isn’t he?  

 

PW:  

Uh-huh, and he has the best of making ordinary things that you don’t always notice come to life. 

You said, “Oh yes, that’s just what happened that day,” when I saw the same thing happen that 

he’s telling about. I just hadn’t thought of all the details that he did. But that’s what makes a 

good story. 

 

AW:  

Right, that’s it’s an ordinary thing. 

 

PW:  

Yes. “The cow ran under the clothesline and stripped all the hooks off and ran out through the 

pasture, and we were all chasing her.” [Laughs] But he makes it a lot longer tale.  

 

AW:  

Are there particular musicians that you enjoy more than others? 

 

PW:  

Oh, no. I like a lot of different types of music. So I’ll go and listen to gospel, and I’ll go and 

listen to country western, if they have one. Or whatever they have, however you can fit it in, 

because sometimes you cannot get around to seeing all the—you know, we have four stages. 

Four stages? And you can’t get around, and they all perform at the same time, so you can’t 
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always get around to seeing all the things that you want to. So that may—they may do it that way 

to be an incentive to come back next year, if that same performer is there. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, yeah. 

 

PW:  

I think they may vary it a little because sometimes the attendance does fall off, but maybe for the 

locals. I just always go because I like to see what’s there. And I like to see what the professional 

vendors are selling too because I’ve bought Christmas gifts in their booths quite often. So they 

have the professional vendors also. Oh, well, they have things like—that they vary, like the 

historical reenactors. They’ve had several types of those. And they have my brother who does 

the flint knapping every other year or so. And what else have they had? Oh, the quilt making. 

They kind of vary. Those aren’t on the stage, but just kind of out on the courthouse lawn so that 

people can come and visit with the artists or historians. So I guess that makes it a little more 

interesting since you can talk to them and have questions about what they’re doing. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, yeah. I think I—I was here a few years ago, and there was a fellow making arrows. 

 

PW:  

That’s my brother. 

 

AW:  

Oh, this is a guy from Houston. 

 

PW:  

Oh, no, not arrows. You said “arrows”, not “arrowheads.” Arrows, making arrows. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. No, no. He was making—yeah.  

 

PW:  

Okay. 

 

AW:  

I’m trying to think of his name. He’s an interesting fellow. A native guy. 

 

PW:  

Okay. And then—he’s dead now. 
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AW:  

What is your brother’s name? 

 

PW:  

Richard Dobie. There’s—and he’s going to be here this year, because he’s done—he’s been here 

several years. I was trying to think which Campbell boy. Billy Campbell, who’s deceased now, 

he would come and make different animal heads and things out of the pop tops—out of the tabs 

of soft drink cans and people were fascinated with that. You know, that’s just a little local thing 

that he did and he would make them and give them away to whoever was standing there. You 

know, he’d just visit with people. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. Very interesting. 

 

PW:  

Yes. 

  

AW:  

Well, that’s pretty amazing. What do you see is the future of the festival? 

 

PW:  

Oh dear.  

 

AW:  

It’s just the kind of thing—it seems kind of magical. Can you keep it going? 

 

PW:  

I think we can. You know, we’ve had one executive director for a long time. And Mary 

Margaret, this is her, maybe, second or third year, maybe, I think. And she probably has some 

new ideas. And probably, the committee she have [sic] have new ideas. And, you know, when 

you get new ideas, that adds to the vitality. They say, “Well, we need to change this or that.” And 

I’m hoping that as the committee varies with people, so will the ideas so it’ll keep it fresh and 

people will want to come back. 

 

AW:  

Good. Well, do you mind, while you’re here, talking a little bit about something you’ve 

mentioned that sounds very interesting to me, is your interest in the habitat. You’re concerned 

that breaking up the ranch would be detrimental to the wildlife habitat. 
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PW:  

Okay, let me tell you. Other than—besides being a land owner, I’m also on the Board of the Live 

Oak County Farm Bureau, and I’m also on the board of the Live Oak Soil & Water Conservation 

District. And so, some of the programs that I have been to—because I know, now, there is a 

decline in the quail population. I’m not sure if you’re aware of that, but that’s something to be 

concerned about. I’ve been to several seminars that the extension services put on, and several 

other different people. And they’re saying that—they said, “Oh, well, this contributes and this 

contributes to the decline of the quail or why they not repopulating at a greater rate.” But they 

say the main thing is the breaking—the development of the land and breaking it up into smaller 

and smaller pieces. Quail do not need a large area, but they need a certain type of habitat. And if 

they don’t have that habitat, they’re not going to nest; they’re not going to be able to raise their 

young, and that concerned me, because when I was growing up—that’s one thing that we did. 

We went out on the ranch and my parents identified brush species to us, which is very important, 

and they identified grass species. They identified animal and bird species. And I can see a lot of 

the birds that I used to see as growing up as a child and a teenager, we do not have anymore. So 

this is a concern to me. Plus, the conservation of water that we all need—we know what the 

Eagle Ford Shale is doing with fracking, but the development— 

 

AW:  

I was going to ask if that’s— 

 

PW:  

Well, a little, but I think the city’s demand—all the people coming into Texas—and the demand 

for water that the cities have, which is—will overpower the rural people’s rights to it, too. We 

have—even though there’s fewer of us in the country, we need water to raise the food and fiber 

that the people in the city need, but they don’t realize that. And they need the water, of course, to 

sustain a city and all the businesses there. So I’m concerned of—about that and that’s the reason 

I’m serving on some of these boards. I don’t—I think we can do something. We can talk to, of 

course, our legislators. We have to keep banging on their heads all the time, I think, keep telling 

them and telling them. 

 

AW:  

There’s a lot more voters in town—in cities. 

 

PW:  

Yes. 

 

AW:  

That’s one of the problems I know we see out in West Texas. 
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PW:  

Oh yes. 

 

AW:  

We have—it’s like— 

 

PW:  

Huge area, but not any— 

 

AW:  

Yeah, and no representation. 

 

PW:  

Yes. No representation. And that was one—Farm Bureau has a policy book, and the policies 

come from the county conventions, and then it goes through a committee on the state level, and 

then it goes to our state convention, and they are either accepted or rejected. And the only way 

that our pact can—our lobbyists can operate is if those policies appear in that policy book. So it 

comes from the local—hopefully, the local—all the local Farm Bureau members. And one of 

ours was that instead of being represented by people, we want a more equal representation for 

the rural areas, however that can be worked out, because we get the short end of the stick on all 

kinds of funding and it’s going to catch up with one of these days, I think. 

 

AW:  

Well, some of us think it’s catching up now. 

  

PW:   

Oh yes. Well, me too. It’s really going to catch up with us. But the Eagle Ford Shale—I’ll give 

you an example. The ranch is in the southern end of the play that has both oil and gas in it, so 

that’s what they’re drilling the heck out of right now. And on our— 

 

AW:  

It’s hard for them to miss when they drill in that kind of geology. 

 

PW:  

Oh yes. Because the gas forces out the oil, and that’s what helps them, besides injecting the sand 

and water that they inject, and whatever else they inject in there to push it out, as much as I’m 

familiar with it. I’m not real familiar with it. But they have several—[clears throat] several wells 

on our place. And we have kind of a hilly terrain in the northern part of the county. And when we 

would go check on the cows, we’d go in the middle ridge of the ranch and we’d look around, and 

we’d look 360 degrees around—and my sister always laughs about this—and we’d look that 360 
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degrees around and count all the rigs when it first started in, well, 2011 and 2012, there were 

really a lot. We could count at least twenty to twenty-five rigs all the time. Well, it’s finally 

reduced. And what they were doing—they were securing the leases. And now they’re coming 

back—I’ve heard they’re going to have another influx and they’re going to—now that they’ve 

secured the leases, they’re going to drill more wells. Like, for us, [clears throat] I think they’re 

going to drill at least, that I know of, five more on us. And then we’ve been pulled into at least 

five or six more on our edges into the pools. So you see—we’re hoping they’ll drill on our 

neighbors and just pull us into the pool. But [clears throat] anyway, how it’s affected us is we’ve 

had windmills to supply water to our cattle. We don’t use dirt tanks for the water. I have some, 

but that’s not the main source of water for the cattle. I have them for wildlife. They’re cased—

the wells are cased to about six hundred feet. And they’ve been there—all of them have been 

there since we’ve owned the ranch, since the mid-forties. Recently, last year, I believe it was, or 

a year and a half ago—and usually we only needed a couple of joints—two to three joints a pipe. 

We had to add at least six joints a pipe to every well, because most of them were almost artesian. 

It came way up into the casing. And so my father did not even have to do that during the fifties 

drouth, and that was a bad drouth. He did not. So I’m sure that it’s people—it’s people drilling 

into the—getting their water permits and drilling down into this—that particular aquafer that we 

use— 

 

AW:  

What’s the name of that aquafer? 

 

PW:  

Jackson-Yegua. 

 

AW:  

How do you spell Yegua? 

 

PW:   

Y-e-g-u-a. It’s either Yegua-Jackson or Jackson-Yegua. And my sister—we were talking with 

Conoco Phillips who owns our—who has our lease, and they’re wanting to put a well on us. So 

we’ve agreed to it, because they’re just going to use it to frack the wells on us and just within 

two miles. So that means they’re going to drill a whole lot more wells, because it’s cheaper for 

them to do that, drill a well, than buy the water from us. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. Where is the—what’s the recharge for your aquafer? 
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PW:  

I have no idea, but Live Oak County is shaped—you know, it has a panhandle like this. They 

won’t be able to see this, but.  

 

AW:  

Well, yeah, but I’ll save it. 

 

PW:  

It has a panhandle like this. Kind of like that. And the ranch—let’s see. The ranch is right about 

here. And the Jackson-Yegua is just supposed to come, like, just barely in here, but I think it 

goes further in. But it comes and they—I’ve learned that there are, like, four levels of it, and 

deeper than even the six hundred feet. And it goes along the coast and up into the southeast 

states, I think, but I’m not sure. I’ll have to—I was googling it on time and was looking at it—I 

never really was concerned about the Jackson-Yegua until that occurred. So, I’m not sure. I hope 

that this does not deplete the aquafer, because what does that do as a rancher in supplying water 

for both? Well, all my windmills, I let the water run down so all the wildlife can get to it. So, you 

know, we see turkeys and, of course, I have feral hogs come all the time. And— 

 

AW:  

Are those—are the feral hogs a part of the depletion of the quail population? 

 

PW:  

Well, they say. Of course, feral hogs eat anything.  

 

AW:  

That’s what I mean.  

 

PW:  

Of course, the quail are at the bottom of the food chain. Everything eats them, you know: 

bobcats, hogs, coyotes. Everything that can catch a little bird that runs on the ground and can’t 

fly very far, eats quail, so they’re at the bottom of the food chain. And—what? Fire ants, even, 

they said, can get into their eggs and destroy their eggs. Of course, a hog would eat the eggs. 

Anything that eats eggs. A roadrunner. Oh, roadrunners are vicious. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

You have a lot of roadrunners down here.  

 

PW:   

We have a lot on the ranch. And roadrunners—I’ve seen a roadrunner catch a sparrow and beat it 
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to death and eat it. And they eat lizards. They eat other birds’ eggs. They eat anything they can 

get their beak on. If they were a bigger bird, they’d be a real threat. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

I think they’re pretty scary, myself. 

 

PW:  

Right. I know—we don’t kill them, but sometimes I’m tempted to. We let a pair nest at what we 

call the headquarters where we were raised. And I finally had to get my brother to kill one 

because the whole hill—it was devoid of lizards. They ate other birds’ eggs. And we had to get 

rid of that. He killed one of them and so the other one went off. But I don’t—you know, I hate to 

say that, but people don’t know what a vicious bird they are. 

 

AW:  

Well, you know, when we finally realized—I guess scientists have known it a long time, but, you 

know, the common person didn’t realize that birds are just dinosaurs with feathers. 

 

PW:  

Absolutely. 

 

AW:  

You look at them and think, My goodness. Yeah, I grew up with chickens and, boy, they were— 

 

PW:  

Oh, chickens have a terrible pecking order. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Yeah, It’s a good thing they were small, because they were really tough.  

 

PW:  

Yes, they were. They were. You were asking me—that’s my concern. So I’m not sure what to do 

about it. I’ve thought about releasing raised quail, but they say you still have to feed them. Since 

they’re not raised in the wild, they have a harder time living in the wild, so a lot of people that 

put out hand-raised quail, they have hunters and they just kill them all out that year anyway. But 

we’re trying not to. We’re trying—and usually, the winter—my brother says the winter gets 

about 80 percent of them, so there’s just 20 percent left to carry on the next generation. And 

when I was growing up, we had scale quail, or blue quail, as we called them, but I haven’t seen 

blue quail in years. But they liked to stay— 
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AW:  

All bobwhites? 

 

PW:  

It’s— 

 

AW:  

I mean, what you have now are all bobwhites?  

 

PW:  

The wild ones we have now is bobwhites. The scale quail stayed for a while, probably when I 

was a teenager and so that would’ve been in the sixties. Early sixties. But I haven’t—we 

haven’t—I haven’t seen a blue quail in years there. 

 

AW:  

Yeah, I don’t see them too much in our neck of the woods. 

 

PW:  

Now, the deer population seems to be doing okay. And I don’t think the Eagle Ford Shale is 

bothering the domestic animals too much, I don’t believe. Because we see—like I said, we see 

turkey, and quail, and different types of wild birds, but there are certain types of wild birds that I 

don’t see much anymore, like painted buntings. I don’t see them too much. But they say there’s a 

population down here, north of George West. And migrating through, like yellow-headed 

blackbirds. So there are a lot of species of birds that their habitat, where they nest or the habitat 

where they winter, is affecting them. So trying to leave the—we try to run cattle plus—don’t run 

a lot of cattle anymore, but let the native birds and animals survive, too. 

 

AW:  

Do you feed out your own cattle, or do you— 

 

PW:  

No, I just sell them through the auction. 

 

AW:  

Yeah. Where do they go in this part of the country? Where are the feed lots? 

 

PW:  

[sighs] Oh goodness. I can’t even tell you that. 
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AW:  

I just didn’t see any evidence driving down. 

 

PW:  

No, there are not any too close in the area. They’re shipped off a little way. Sometimes they’re 

shipped way off. So you’re animals have to—so your cattle need to be—your calves need to be 

in good condition so that they won’t die in shipping, or—you know, that happens sometimes—or 

when they get to wherever they’re going to feed them. I know they have a certain percentage of 

mortality. Cuts into their bottom line. There used to be—there used to be one north of 

Pleasanton, or out near north of us, but I think they closed down a few years ago because I know 

one man that was a cattle buyer, and he used to buy for several people and now, he only just goes 

to one auction because he said, “I never have enough orders to buy enough cattle to make it 

worth my while.” So he only goes to our local auction here. Because, you know, they have an 

auction in Alice, and Pleasanton, and Live Oak County, and Beeville, and Karnes—Kennedy or 

Karnes City. I can’t remember which one, but it’s in Karnes County. So there are auctions 

around, but I guess they’re still in operation, I know. 

 

AW:  

So you say you have two sons who are on the ranch? 

 

PW:  

No. No. My sister and my brother live on the ranch. And I live here, and so it’s just twenty miles, 

so it’s not a bad commute. 

 

AW:  

What’s the next generation that’s going to take over the ranch? 

 

PW:  

[Clears throat] I’m not sure. None of them—my two children were raised on the ranch, but 

they’re the oldest grandchildren. And my son—my brother has a son and two daughters, so 

there’ll be five of them. So I know—I know my daughter and my son probably won’t want to 

sell it. And I know my nephew won’t want to sell it. So I think they may keep it for a while until 

they see what it’s like to run a ranch. But they’re pretty—my son is pretty business savvy, and 

my nephew likes to hunt, but my son comes down and hunts sometimes. He doesn’t always—

just comes down to relax, to get out of Austin. [Laughs] And I’m hoping it’ll—that they’ll—

[clears throat] in fact, my son-in-law may—my daughter has said that he might be interested in 

helping us on the ranch, you know, if we can pay him some. So we may—when he retires—of 

course, he’s fifty—what is he? Forty—forty-seven? I think forty-seven. So he’s hoping to retire 

earlier than sixty-six. So maybe in his fifties. So he might come and help us on the ranch. 

Because we’re all getting—the three of us that do the ranch work—the youngest one is sixty-
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two. And that’s another thing about farmers and ranchers: they’re all getting—I’m assuming 

you’re close to my age? [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Nineteen forty-eight. 

 

PW:  

Oh, you’re my sister’s age. She’s the youngest one. And my husband is seventy, and I’m sixty-

seven. And the three of us work the cattle. Somebody says, “Now that you have money—some 

money—extra money from the Eagle Ford Shale, why don’t you hire somebody?” I said, “Do 

you realize how hard it is to hire somebody that’ll do the work in the manner to which you want 

it done?” I don’t want to have to stand there and tell them what to do. I’ll just go do it myself, 

unless I’m unable. I still can crawl up on the chute and the tractor. And, you know, that’s a 

terrible thing to say. Nobody wants to do that hard labor—manual labor. And it is manual labor. 

  

AW:  

I interviewed a rancher out by Odessa who designed a chute and pen system that he and his 

wife—and they’re in their seventies, and the two of them can—they can handle a hundred calves. 

 

PW:  

That’s right. 

 

AW:  

And it’s got this great series of—it’s, like, built in a wheel, almost, and they can move them 

around. I was really amazed. 

 

PW:  

Yes, um-hm. Well, you know, they have wonderful sets of pens that are organized like an alley, 

and that’s what they say is the best type for cattle. I don’t have that. When I started managing the 

ranch, I redid some of the pens, but just so they would be in much better working order. And the 

other thing I did—we had barbed wire gaps on all the interior fences. I said, “If I ever manage 

this ranch, I’m going to put lightweight gates.” That’s the first thing I did. I had to put in—I 

bought fifty or sixty gates that I put in all over the ranch, so I wouldn’t have to—because when I 

was a kid, I had to get out and open and close the barbed wire gaps. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Oh no, I hate those things. And I’m a guitar player, and they’re not good for your fingers. 

[Laughter] They’re dangerous. 

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
30 

PW:  

Or your body either. We just laughed about that.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, how many ranches have you been on where people are driving their brand new pickup and 

they’ve got gaps that have been there for seventy years? 

  

PW:  

That’s right. I said, “I’d rather have new gates than a new pickup.” And that’s one of the things 

that I did. And had some of the pens modified so it’s a little easier to work cattle. In fact, my 

mother and I worked the cattle by ourselves for—at least when we were shipping them. We’d 

go—in fact, I sprayed the cattle by myself. She’d go with me in case something happened and 

she had to drag me out of the pen or something. I never had that happen because I’m really 

careful. I try to be very careful, because they’re wild animals, let’s face it. And she would be 

there and I’d spray them or treat them, or sometimes she’d help me. And she and I, for a long 

time, you know, cut out the calves, took them to market. Just her and me. And she just—I miss 

her. She just passed away in May, so I really my miss my mom. 

 

AW:   

She had a good, long life, didn’t she? 

 

PW:  

Yes she did. She lived to be eighty-six, so. 

 

AW:  

Bless her heart. 

 

PW:  

Yes. One of her favorite things to do when she was thinking: just get on the tractor and go shred 

something. [Laughter] My daddy—the interstate came through the ranch in the seventies and 

took 161 acres. So he got some money from that; 315 dollars an acre. Wasn’t that a big sum? 

 

AW:  

Yeah. 

  

PW:  

And he bought a brand new tractor and a shredder, and he got her a new tractor and shredder, 

too. So they both got their own tractor and shredder that they wanted to use. But he used it more 

for—he would plant corn and things, which I don’t do anymore. I’ve put the pencil to the paper 

and it’s a lot cheaper just to go buy cubes. [Laughs] It really is. 
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AW:  

Yeah, and probably better for your land, too. 

 

PW:  

Yes. Well, we had some fields that were—one, that he could farm. We don’t have much—very 

much farmable land up there in that area. The better land’s kind of in the middle of the county, 

where there used to be farmers. They’re very few farmers left in this county anymore. 

 

AW:  

What was the farming when there were farmers here? 

 

PW:  

Well, I can remember fields of flax in the northern part near Nell. You see that pretty field full of 

those blossoms. It was so beautiful. Of course, they hadn’t raised that in years. And corn and 

cotton. 

 

AW:  

Was it dryland? 

 

PW:  

This is all dry—it’s still—there’s only one or two—there are no irriga—it’s all dryland. That’s 

why there aren’t very many farms left. Up there, we couldn’t use the water because it’s so salty 

and sulfuric. When they moved to that ranch, they had a garden and they irrigated it with the 

water, and in three years, the salt buildup killed that land, and they could not plant a garden 

there. So you couldn’t irrigate. They dug a dirt tank so they could irrigate with the rainwater. 

 

AW:  

Our family had a farm near Imperial, Texas, out by the Pecos River. And that area—they started 

farming it after the Second World War, and it went for about ten years. And there’s dirt out 

there, you can walk now, it’s like walking on concrete from that same problem. Yeah, it was—it 

didn’t—but when it was blowing and going, there was some really—had some great crops. But, 

boy, that was— 

 

PW:  

Well, I can think—let’s see. I’m thinking of the farmers. I can—Juan, Stanley Shelton, Tom’s 

out there. I bet you—maybe there’s ten [pause] farmers that make a living from it. Some of 

them—a few of them—there’s not really part-time. There’s very few people that can make a 

living farming because the prices have been the same for thirty or forty years. 
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AW:  

Yeah, but the costs haven’t stayed the same. 

 

PW:  

That’s right. And people wonder why you don’t stay there. And that’s why it takes— 

 

AW:  

Or why when you get a cotton shirt it’s made in India or China. 

 

PW:  

Yes. That’s right. It’s tough. I know a few—I know a few that make a living, full-time, from 

agriculture. But they hustle. They do a lot of things. Or they have to farm four thousand acres to 

make it. And then they say, Oh, these big farmers. Well, they never take into account that they 

get so little for their product that they have to farm more acres on a larger scale to be able to 

make a living. 

 

AW:  

Well, when you buy a piece of equipment that costs a quarter million dollars, you can’t just run it 

on forty acres. 

 

PW:  

Well, that’s true too. Both things. That’s true. Yes. 

 

AW:  

Well, what should I have asked you that I didn’t ask you this morning? 

 

PW:  

I don’t know. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Just curious if there’s something you wanted to talk about that I haven’t— 

 

PW:  

Well, nothing. I just say that since—I enjoy Storyfest. Now, there’s some people that may just 

like to go to it every two or three years, because it is the same venue. But I like to go and see 

who’s singing the Star-Spangled Banner, because since I’ve lived in George West for, goodness, 

how long? Forty-two, forty-three years. I just—I know most of the kids in the area, so I just like 

to go see who’s singing the Star-Spangled Banner and look at the Red Wagon Parade and go to 

the booths early and get the good purchases. [Laughter] As far as I know, you know, it’s like a 

lot of things. You either like living in a small town or you don’t, because most people like to live 
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in a big town—like to live in a big town for all the reasons, you know? You have a lot of things 

you can do there. In a small town, it’s just kind of slow, laid-back life most of the time. Except—

well, the Eagle Ford Shale has changed it a little. It’s certainly changed the traffic patterns, for 

sure.  

 

AW:  

Yes, I took 281 at Three Rivers coming in yesterday. I got in a traffic jam in Three Rivers. It 

was—I thought—the last time I drove through there— 

 

PW:  

Well, it has provided. It has made money for a lot of people that have had to struggle a lot in 

their lives. And I’m glad to see that. I am sad that my mother and father are not here to enjoy the 

benefits of that, because they struggled along; they raised a family. And they did fairly well, but I 

know it was a struggle all their lives. And I would’ve liked to see them enjoy more of this, other 

than my mother. She enjoyed four years of it in the nursing home. And I’m going, “Oh man.” 

You know? But I think it’s certainly made it easier ranching. [Laughs] 

 

AW:  

Yeah, yeah. I had a friend— 

 

PW:  

But ranching is tough when you don’t have rain, or farming is tough when you don’t have rain.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, yeah.  

 

PW:  

That’s why there aren’t any cattle. You have to sell your cattle because you can’t afford to keep 

feeding them. You’ll feed them up in half a year or less.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. I mean, when that cargo plant closed, that was—of course, it was a real shock for that 

town. A town of twenty thousand loses two thousand jobs. That’s twenty thousand total. That’s 

not twenty thousand adults. You lost two thousand adult jobs, and you’re figuring you’re losing a 

fourth, probably, of your employee. That’s a big change. 

 

PW:  

That’s a big change. 
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AW:  

What would happen to Dallas if they lost a fourth? 

 

PW:  

Oh man. Yeah. Well, when it comes to food and water, we’ll find out one of these days, because 

that—those are fighting—those are fighting things, things that people fight over, you know? 

That’s what some of the old westerns are based on. [Laughs] “Built a dam up there and I don’t 

have water for my cattle anymore.”  

 

AW:  

All right. Well, thank you very much. This has been a great interview. It’s terrific. I’m going to 

stop it right now.  

 

PW:  

Okay.  

 

End of Recording 


